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INTRODUCTION- 



AS. few lives kavft' «xktbiiecl a mote' pure exeiaple of 
phty aftd:viitae»- tkaa that wMch is fet foith in tke en« 
fuing pagesj it has been thought dght tQ bring it forward 
to general notice ; under a hopei that an account of tlus 
hoaibley ielf.deKyihg^ and dedicated fenraat* wifl prove 
the means of inftro^ngodiers; and of fbetigthening 
their faidi. in the efficacy of that Divbe Principle^ 
'* whaek wroogiit all hea woikt in her.'' 

It will be proper to inform the reader, that the ma* 
^ terials from ivkich- tlus work is conqsofed, conM of jour- 

I nab written by herfdf of her traveb through Scotland, 

Ireland, and fonte of the weflem counties in England, 
and of a coniiderable number of letters to fome of her 
intimate friends.' From thefe laft have been extracted 
fuch parts, as were defcriptive of her other labours and 
travels, or likely to be of publick ufe. A connexion of 
the different events and circumflances, has been made 
throughout, by (hort narratives or explanations; but 
great care has been taken to prefer ve, as much as could 
be, her own words and arrangements. 

Thofe extracts of letters which do not appear to have 
a peculiar connexion with the narrative, and which could ' 
not have been regularly introduced there, have been col- 
lefted together, and are, nearly in the order of time, in- 
ferted in the Appendix. The importance of their fub- 
jedb, and their inftrudive tendency, it is apprehended, 
will render them an acceptable addition to the other part 
ofthework^ 



iv INTRODUCTION. 

Although^ from the time of her engagement in th* 
nuniHry, (he was greatly dedicated, and much employed 
in various religious fervices during the remainder of her 
days ; yet> for want of materials left by herfelf, an ac« 
count of many of thefe is onutted in the following work ; 
which it feemed proper to confine, almoft throctghout, to 
fttch part of her life and labours as could be colledled 
from her own writings. ^. 

It may not be improper to obferve al{b> that this mode 
of compofmg a narrative, by extrads from letters, will 
ibmetimi^s be, unavoidably attended with a want of clofe 
connexion, and with a degree of repetition : but as this 
was the only way by which a material part of her labours 
could be brought into view, it is hoped that thefe cir- 
cumflances will not be deemed of much cpnfequence ; 
and that the deeply inflrudive nature of her literary cor- 
r^fpondence, w^l fufficiently wfurrant its publicatioUf 
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CHAP. I. 



Her Education. — Divine Fijitations, — ConJliSf arijing 
from her natural Vivacity y ^c. — Solid Jiaif of her 
mind in the early part of life, — Exercifes about 
the time of her firjl appearance in the Minijlry.^^ 
Viftt to part of the counties of Wejlmoreland and 
Cumberland, — Vifit to the Meetings of Chejhircy and 
a part of thofe in Lancajhircj faV. 

SARAH GRUBB, daughter of William and 
Elizabeth Tuke, was born at York, in Great 
Britain, 20th of 6th month, in the year 1756. 

In her tender years, fhe was deprived of her mo- 
ther, who was removed from her by death, before 
file was five years old : but her father marrying 
again about the tenth year of her age, this lofs was, 
from that time, abundantly compenfated by the 
maternal care and regard of a fecond mother j of 
B 
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whole tenderneis, and folicitude for her beft wel* 
fare, (he hu left many grateful and affe&ionate 
feftimonials* 

The watchful and religious education with which 
flie was favoured), proved as a hedge round about 
her, and, under divine care, preferved her, during 
that dangerous feafon of life, from the many cor« 
ruptions and follies that abound in die world, and 
to which unguarded young people are forrowfully 
expofed. In the days of her youth, Ihe was often 
made fenfible of the goodnefs of her heavenly Fa* 
ther, and her eyes anointed to fee the emptinefs 
and delufion of all worldly enjoyments, and to be- 
hold the beauty which there is in the truth ; and 
ftrong defures were often raifed in her mind, dut 
ihe might be thoroughly refined, and, even at the' 
lofs of every thing elfe, be made to pofTefs the pearl 
of great price. 

Thefe gracious extenfions of divine regard, met 
with great oppofition from the livelineis of her dif^ 
pofition, and the ftrength of her mtural powers; 
which occafioned the felf denying meekneis and 
fimplicity of the chriftian life, to be to her a hard 
attainment; ahd many psunful flniggles ihe expe- 
rienced, before fhe was made willing to yield up 
every facrifice, and to follow her Lord whitherfoever 
he might be pleafed to lead. 

During the lad illnefs of that eminent minifter^ 
John Woolman, ihe had, at times, the privilege 
to wait upon and affiil him. His faith and pa* 
tience, with the fweet (avour of his pure fpirit, made 
% deep and profitable impre£on on her mind^ exem« 
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fE^ring die power and*goodne& of that divine hand^ 
iriiich (he Mt fecretly at work in her own heart, calling, 
her to newnefi of Mk, and hdinefi before the Lord. 
It was to her that dus valiiaMe friend, when near 
the clofe of life^ addvefled tfaofe comfortable expreC> 
fions, which, indeed, may be called a bleffing : ^ Mf 
child, thou feems vtry kind to me, a poor creature f 
the Lord will reward thee for it/*^ 

A deep fenfe of the purity of the divine fife^ and 
a lively feeling of her own frailties, joined to an 
eameft concern that ihe might become folly puri* 
fied in heart and life, caufed great circumipe£laon and 
fear, and made her often go mournings oit her way. 
This appears from the fidlowing, txtnuStB of divert 
leCteirs to her friends, writfeea i» early life, which^ 
in fome meafore, (how die exer<:ife and ftate of her 
mind, at that period ; and which may be- acceptable 
to the reader, as they ferve to- exhibit the beginnings 
and gradations of th^t work, vriiich confpicuoufly 
parked the future periods of her life. 

1772^ M. ^ I feel, thy bearing wldi my weak«- 
neffes, and thy candor in Ju^ing of them, which 
make me the more ready to communicate what I 
feel* Oh could I tell diee^ it would be comfortable f 
Biftt tbat which ]fi felt and not underftood,. cannot be 
deferibed i and, indeed, I begia ta think a ftate of 
faifenfrbili^ to what is good,, is approaching- I may 
tnijy fey I dread it. May I, by that fear,, guard the 
more i yet my infirmities feem fo juft z< caufe, that 
&ey are numerous enough to deprefs the little lift 
thatislefu'' 

B 2^ 



4 The LIFE cv 

1772.—^" Thine has excited In me the \yarmeft 
wiflies for the extendings of divine bounty, to be 
enabled, with reilgnation. and fortitude, to do, bear^ 
or fufFer, whatever it may pleafe the Father of fpirits 
to inflift upon me. Yet I cannot but, with con* 
fcious forrow, own the truth of thy remark, concern- 
ing a too great anxiety for a larger portion of the 
defcendings of the Father's love, than is fuitable in 
the fight of an omnifcient Deity." 

1773,— —« I feem recovering from my late 
illnefs, and have favourable fymptoms for life; but 
for what kind of a one I know not. I am at a lofs 
to fay, whether il is a pleafmgj or a painful profpeft. 
I feel the efFe£ls of both, and am ready to counte- 
nance the latter, knowing there is fomething in my 
nature, which is loth to be fubje£led under that 
power, which ought to aftuate every part of our dcr 
meanour; and there is nothing, that I know of, fo 
contrary to my natural will, as that patiently waiting, 
and quietly hoping, which thou mentioneftj it being, 
certainly, preparatory to the work of reformation in 
us; and if this be rightly performed, no mundane 
enjoyment would be adequate to the foretafte of that 
^onfummate felicity, which I believe is the refult of 
fo defirable a work : and, indeed, without fome degree 
of that Bleffing, even in my unworthy ftate, this life 
would be little fuperior to that for which I fliould 
look. But O this glimpfe of. hope, how ready arc 
we to catch, though the twig be ever fo flender, and 
the profpe<a ever fo faint ! yet there is a danger of 
being deluded, as the Adverfary is ever ready to attack 
the weak part, and that is one which is generally 
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expoCedy there being room in the human breaft for 
fuch prepofleffions. I acqujefce with thee, that it is 
in filence we en^oy advantage, and in folitade we 
mure the wonders of unfearchaUe wifdom. Could 
we but par^e of a larger fliare of retirement, I afo 
ibnfible the works of an almighty hand would have a 
greater influence, and the mind would not be fo 
alienated from this fource, this pleaiing fource of 
tvtry joy, 

1773 " Surely die commemoration of the 

goodnefs of infinite wiidom, in favouring a large fhare 

of the youth of our fociety with a virtuous and fober 

education, ought to infpire us with a willingnefs to 

imitate the bright examples we have, rather than 

thofe whofe lofs we fhould compaffionate : for many 

are the irreligious principles, that the Adveriary is 

endeavouring to fuggeft in the minds of youth, more 

tfpecially when they are exposed to the tempeftuous 

billows of an unftaole world ; but happy is it for 

thofe that refift the temptations, and furmount the 

difficulties : if any may look to the recompenfe of 

reward, 'tis certaunly they. But for my part, I am 

often afraid left I fliould grow like th^ heath in the 

defert, that knoweth not when good cometh ; or that 

tbe^ manifold &vours fhould prove as vrater fpilt 

upon a ftone : fpr I am fure there is a hardnefs 

in the natural heart, not eafily penetrated; and 

though I experimentally confefs it, yet I hope there 

are many on the other hand, who can fay, they 

witneft the returning from their gatherings with 

friends, as artfmg from the waihing pool/* 

B3 
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1774. < * We certnnljr reap the greateft ad« 

vantages from a friend, when the mind and natural 
flow of fpirits are moft depreflfed. It is at tbefe 
feafons, we hear the intelligible langus^e of fympa-- 
thy, in its pleafing notes, and look upon firiendfliip 
in its exaked ftation. A view of thefe enjoyments 
excited me to tafte their fruits, (which are the diC 
clofure of our minds) by opening the fountain of 
forrows, and unlocking the ipring of painful feelings. 
That they may overflow the banks of my pleafures, 
and bring down the tall cedars of Lebanon, laying 
wafte the hills and the mountains, and eftablifliing in 
their room, that rock whereon the church muft be 
built^ is the fwaying inclination of my heart. But 
how apt are we to turn our feet from the path which 
is narrow ; b«ng unwilling to make ftraight fteps, 
a thing moft repugnant to our unregenerate wills 1 ' 
We therefore cull out every difcouragement, and 
ftumble at the fmalleft ftone ; each profped appearing 
in its gloomieft Colours, or rather, our eyes bdng 
.dimmed by the glitter of worldly objefis, and inex« 
perienced in die joys accruing from fiuthfiilnefs, we 
fee them not." 

1775. " Though trials md conflicts are 

allotted to the fiuthful followers, yet they rife, as 
wvith ftones of memorial, from the hpttom of Jordan; 
when, alas ! I, and fuch like, inftead of being bene« 
fited by thefe baptifms, find them unpleafing and 
contrary to our natural propenfities; and fo flrna 
them, for a more eafy way to peace. ' But cannot 
fuch be met vnth in a ftrait jdace, where neither 
the devices of the creati^-ei^nor the pleafures of the 
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woridy can refcue tiiem from the pains of a wounded 
C(Mifcience } When I lode at thefe things, and con« 
fider how intricate the path to our real happinefs i^ 
it makes me frequentl j fay in mj heart, ^ Blefled are 
the dead that hare died in the Lord." 

^7? 5* " My mind was often with you ycf- 

terday, though I could not thereby partake of the 

valuable company of our dear friends ; but I hope 

many. that are more worthy did: for certainly the 

fociety of thofe labourers in. the great vineyard, 

muft be pleafing and inftrudive ; yet, at times, we 

fed a mortification in their abfence, which, if fuffered 

to have its proper effed, might be a means of excit* 

ing us to feek after an inward communion with, the 

fource of all good, the fpirit of truth, which is pure, 

and uninixed with human propenfities* But I am 

afraid that I am fpeaking more from hearing the 

experiences of others, than from my own: for I 

know the language of this internal monitor is not 

intelligible, unlefs the mind be prepared by the 

fubjedion of its will, and all its powers yield to the 

Supreme : and this ftate I am fo often deprived of, 

by the predominance of felf, that it feems hard 

to lay, whether I ever rightly enjoy this divine 

privilege." 

1777* i-*^ When we are favoured to feel an 

internal communion, an intercourfe incomprebenfible, 
it is indeed attended widi rejoicing of heart. A ftate 
which I can impute to no good caufe, frequently 
accompanies me, in \ridch it would be hard for 
me to fay, I love my friends; but perhaps it is a 
coBrflitutional ^upidity, which nothing but the imme- 
B* 
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diate operations of truth can diveft of; and it is onlf 
during the overfliadowings thereof) that the iifeful 
faculties of my mind are applied to good purpofes : 
for the fprings of thy,S. T.'s machinery are in- 
deed weak, and daily require fupernatural aid : but 
when wifdom utters her voice, when the gentle 
movings of uncreated purity have gained our ear, 
what obduracy does it require to refift her energetic 
language, and lightly efteem the offers of perma- 
nent peace ! My heart glows with an earneft fblici- 
tude, that we, my dear friend, may never faint in 
our purfuit of celeftial treafure, but reiignedly 
furrender our whole affections to the gracious dif- 
pdfer and preferver of his people : then, I doubt not, 
our union will increafe, in the increafe of purity, and 
our joy and rejoicing in the fruition of reward, will 
be of that nature with which the ftranger doth not 
intermeddle." 



In the twenty- third year of her age, (he appeared 
m the miniftry. For this awful fervice flie had 
been prepared, by the great head of the church, 
with deep and humbling baptifms of fpirit. But as 
flie continued patient and faithful, under this prov- 
ing difpenfation, fhe experienced divine fupport, was 
gracioufly brought through all, and enabled to ftand 
acceptably for the caufe of truth and righteoufnefs on 
earth. 

The clofe trials and humiliations of her fpirit, 
about this time, are, in fome degree, teftificd by the 
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following (elevens from her letters, to fome of her 
near, fympathizing friends* And though thefe ex- 
trads are of confiderable extent, it is hoped their 
inftrudive tendency will warrant the infertion of 
them thus at large. 

1778. «< I don't know but a little love for 

my friends, and fenfibility of their favours, are the 
only virtues I poflefs, and, confequently, all that I 
can derive any good from : for to my dear friend, to 
whom my heart hath ever been ope^, I may con- 
fefs, that whatever has heretofore felt like life, or 
been a participation of eternal fubftance, (though 
always fmali, arid no doubt the food convenient for 
me) IS now entirely extinguiflied ; and the law, 
the teftimony, and the effufions of fome little fecret 
devotion, are all as fprings (hut up, and fountains 
fealed. Thou art experienced, and tried with many 
deep baptifms, with wants and with aboundings; 
but perhaps fuch a ftate of infenfibility to, and defer* 
tion of, all that feems good and valuable, was never 
feen meet for thee : thy refignednefs rather bringing 
thee its rewards, thofe of true obedience, which 
have built up and compa6ted as a Jerufalem, the 
foundations whereof are fure. But if thou knew 
the different fituation of my poor toiled mind, it 
would, I believe, excite a degree of thy fympathy, 
and fear that the tempter will wholly overcome : 
for now, in this time of deep poverty, the world 
has indeed occupied mudi room, and what may be 
called the enjoyments of it, are as clay, fettering that 
part appointed for immortality."——" I often won- 
der when better times will come i when, in truth, 

B5 
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we can adopt i3\e language of the juft to tlieir aacienft 
fource; *^ Spring upi O well) fing ye unto it!" 
But how can my bunnliation be deep enou^ whes 
X confefis that this fountaun appears to be to nic% 
neither ancient nor new ? " 

lyjS. ■ ^ There is, 11>elievei a holy inter- 

eourfe and communion experienced bythofe whofe 
language is fimilar and pure, whofe feet are eftab- 
liihed upon the immovable Rock, and whofe teacher 
and ftrength is the fovereign Lord. This Is, I 
doubt not, one of their rewards s but its fimdity, its 
refined and exalted nature, feeih to exclude me 
from die participation thereof; for I may confe<% 
the painful experience of my mind is often under 
fnch a ftate of defertion from infinite goodnefs, that 
I fcarce dare look towards his hdy temple, or addreft 
hiin, but in fighs unutterable/' 

1778, ** Let us travel, unitedly travel for- 

ward in the path of humble obedience ; for though it 
be a tribulat^ one, and thofe that walk in it have 
often to experience a (hare of this legacy, (' In the 
world ye {hal} h^tve trouble," yet the annexed peaces 
the bread that is handed in fecret, and the joy with 
which a ftranger doth not intermeddle, are furely 
fuiSqient rewards in this life, and 'an earneft of that 
which is to come, that glorious referve of immortal 
blifs* J feel a greater folicitude than words can 
defcribe, that we may, unitedly, be entitled to it, 
and partake thereof; and that we may feel this cer- 
tain mark, that we love one another, even with that 
love which will fubfift beyond the grave* But I 
wooder bow ^0^ t)ie(e ienfaiions^ for I daily con« 
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clfide mjrfelf deftitute of anj that are good ; and in 
the abfence of him whom I wi(h to be to me the 
chief of ten thouiand, I implore the path of obfcu- 
rity, and^ widi the moumftil prophet, exclaim in my 
lonefbme habitation, the fecret of my heart. Oh 
diat I had in the wilderne& a lodging place ! But, 
alas ! this will not do, diis is not die will of him 
who defires, not to take us out of the world, but to 
preferve us from die evil diat is therein. It is the 
path of fufFering, it is die crob and the £hame that 
we recoil at ; and for want of true dedication of 
heart, many deep and hidden forrows are ours/' 

1779.——** To inform thee, my dear friend, 
of the fecret path I have trod of late^ is a thing 
which I know thy good fenfe, and experience in 
the myfteries of godline(s, will prevent thy requiring. 
In the (acred union, we fee the neceffity of the leaven 
being hid, which cements together and brings our 
nature into a onenefs, till the whole lump is fandlified. 
Under this apprebenfion, I have of late been led to 
endure many new and fevere conflicts, without daring 
to feek confolation, iave from that fountain which 
iflues, in the right time, an inexhauftible ftream; 
but to which, I am ready to conclude, I am not 
entided to approach/' 

ijjg. « I lately diought the bleffing that 

was craved for us, was abundantly (hed, and our 
walking ieemed, a little, as if it were by the pillar and 
the cloud; but now, the fun and the moon, even 
thoie heavenly bodies which are univerfally difFufed, 
have, from our eye, withdrawn their light. For my 
party I have feveral times concluded, the work is 
B 6 
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done ; and if it be fufficiently, I am glad : but wheM 
it feels like the deprivation of meat and drink, there 
wants, not only patience^ but reiignation; an at* 
tainment which appears to me to be a degree harder 
than the other. Oh may we walk in the way caft 
up for us, and may we, now our Mofes is with* 

drawn, be preferved from making a likenefs ! " 

^< A fouth land'* will, I hope, yield thee " fprings 
of water ; '* they require hard digging for here ; but 
the fountain is found to be fo deep when come 
jit, that we need not be afraid of the labour.— « 
But I have nothing to boaft of; for the refrefliing 
influence of the waters of this fountain, has, I doubt 
pot, been wifely withheld from nie ; ^d to have a 
phannel ready for th^ir return, is what I endeavour, 
though feebly, to preferve/* 

i77g. $« My mind has b^en, for fome time, 

incapable of deriving any fatisfadlion, from either the 
intercourfe with, or confolation of a friend ^ And not 
having any defire to feek comfort, or have any, but 
from the fountain of it, filence wa? not only moft 
confident with my judgment, but moft eafy to 
myfelf, if I found any thing that (:ould bear that 
chara(aer. Floods of diftrefs have indeed nearly 
overwhelmed me, and I know not where tp turn, or 
where to look; I abhorred myfelf, and beheld not 
the power that could purify, " When I looked for 
good, then evil came j and for light, behold there was 
darknefs." 

1779. > ^^ I went to meeting yefterday morn- 

ing, with, I thought, fome degree of devotednefs, 
and for fome time fat in darknefs : but after a deep 
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labour of mind, there felt fomeditng to gather about 

me ; and with it came my deep rooted diflike to 

the work, which fa ftrove with the other, that, for 

a. time enduring a ftate of agony, the meeting broke 

up. On going in the afternoon, I concluded myfelf 

given up, and little expeded to fed any thing again 

at that time : but after fitting a while, the matter 

again returned, and would, I believe, have terminated 

the fame way, had not a friend ftood up with the 

paflage, << He that knew his Lord's will, and prepared 

not himfelf, neither did according to his will, Ihall 

be beaten with many ftripes." This did indeed 

come home, and fo operated with what was already 

kindled, that, after fuch a confli6l as I have caufe 

ever to remember, I ventured upon my knees, 

■and, in a manner I believe fcarcely intelligible, 

poured out a few petitions. Now I feel in fuch a 

ftate of humiliation and fear,* as I never before ex*- 

perienced^ and my ftrength, both natural and fpi- 

ritual, (6 low, that the floods are ready to come upon 

me again." 

iy8o.— — ** I often keep filence, and find 
myfelf a fubje£i copious enough for meditation, which 
is not always of the pleating kind ; but I endeavour 
to pafs along as quietly as I can, it being feldom my 
lot to experience much fympathy or fellowfhip with 
my friends, and, confequently, I cannot expe<5l to 
derive much from theirs. And yet for all this, I do 
not n^ean to complain, but am abundantly convinced, 
that I lived upon this pleafaiit fruit, this fenfible union, 
long enough ; and to know the want of it, is, I doubt 
not, fometimes as necefiary as its free circulation, 
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wUch intjr perhaps return in its ieafon, when it mzf 
prove like the dew of Hermon/' 

1780* ■ " I cannot but fear thy an>reben<» 

iions of mj alliance to a ftate of properly attained 
peace, arife more from thy good wifhes to me, as an 
individual, and from that univerfid love, which is 
tmpreft with a fenfe of die benevolent extendings of 
divine regard, that defires all may partake as at the 
river of tife fredy, than from a juft fenfe c( the 
red fituadon of my mind ; which has not yet caft 
Its iackdodi covering, nor received a garment of 
praife. And as this change cannot be efFeded, but 
by the miraculous power of the divine arm, I wifli 
only to feek for it from this fource of ftrength ; and 
if it be my lot to go foftly all the days of my life, in 
the bitternefe of my foul, I wifh to fulnnit to this 
allotment, and endure Ac neceflary turnings of the 
^^vine hand. But, oh ! that I had in the wildernefs 
a lodging place, that no eye might fee, nor ear hear, 
the imperfe£l ftate of a heart, the depths of whofe' 
diftrefi, onmipotence only can fathom." 

1780. ^ When thy letter, before this laft, 

reached mc^ it was my friU intention to have replied 
to it very fbon^ but in this, as in the moft important 
and neceilary puriuits the human mind can have, the 
fpirit of procraftination prevailed ; which I generally 
find is the cafe, when the firfl ability the mind paffeSes 
to do good, is not accepted* This is a refieftion I 
have often painfully to make, becaufe its fubje6t never 
fails to impart a feeling fenfe of weaknefe 5 and when 
we confider it properly, that our being here is un- 
certain, and that the time wherein we can acquire 
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durable riches, is, dicmgh fafScieiit for the work 

defigned us, fliort and fi^eting ; wc can fcarce quendi 

an impulfe to vigilance, or view ourielves in aiif 

odier light, than that of iojoumers in a land of exik^ 

«lrhere the Ipirit that is pure, and the light which is the 

life of men, is oppreffed and f ejefted, becaufis, to the 

natural eye, it hath neither form nor comeUneft. I 

aniqr, to mj dear friend, confcfs, that my travd hath 

long been through a wafte howling wildemefi, indiere^ 

{chough fiirrounded with innumerable bleffings^ my 

milid hath been led moftly to fed itfelf like a pelican^ 

aad to wilh for an outward fituation fimilarly obfcure, 

that I might for ever be hid from the eyes of men, 

of whom I often feel a tesar that baffles defcripci«n | 

b«t as this allotment has not fallen out for me, there 

feems no way, but limply to attend to that impuUe 

which I have apprebenddl to be cfivine, and at the 

£une tinrc am thoroughly williAg to be convinced, is 

not. Thy wiih, that fiiith may be equal to the trials 

of my day, was peculiar^ applicable; for could I 

give thee an idea, how often I am rewiy to fink in the 

depths of diftrefs, when llhe weeds are indeed wrapped 

about my head, and all fupports are either refUed or 

withdrawn, thou wouldeft readily conclude that I am 

ihort of faith, and patience too. But no language is 

able to fet forth that fituation of mind, when die wif« 

dom which is from above, and that which is from be* 

neath, are ftruggling for vidory* It is tnity a fiery 

trial, but one whidi I fear will never in me confume 

all the reprobate filver. I have ftumbled on a fub* 

jed, which I had no thoughts of even hinting at, 

when I began ; but in confidence and freedom I have 
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often been led to open my mind to thee, and I truft 
That wherein we were heretofore united, will not tail 
to ftrengthen our bond, and open to us a channel of 
converfe, more hidden and pure than we have ycX 
altogether experienced; and a fellowfhip which is 
only underftood, when the myfteries of the true 
church are opened. Tell me, my beloved friend f 
art thou paffing through this wildernefs^ and often 
ready to faint for want of water ? If fo, allpw me 
to iky, prolong not thy journey there, through a 
fearfulnefs of taking thy pofleffions in the promifed 
land, nor of the inhabitants which are to be fubdued 
before it can be enjoyed j for I truft no tranfient, 
fading joy, can yield thy mind that peace it defires. 
Wherefore let not thy hands hang down, but 
rather put on ftrength,- in the name of him who is 
able to help, and in whom is the fuliiefs of power, 
and' be ftrong and work ; for I believe it is a day:, in 
which this command is gone forth to thofe whofe 
hands are not polluted, and whofe language is not 
that of confuiion. Deep are the baptifms of fuch, 
or how could they be fitted to ftand in that day of 
trial which is, with a gradual and fteady pace, ap- 
proaching, if not rooted and eftabliihed upon that 
Rock, againft which the gates of hell can never 
prevail. And though thefe, for the prefent, have to 
drink of that cup of adverfity, whereof our holy 
pattern firft tafted, .and have to be baptized with the 
baptifm he was baptized with, yet, in the immediate 
revival of his promifes,- from that Comforter which he 
has fent, there remains to be confolation." 
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In the 4th month* 1780, widi the approintioa of 
the monthly meeting, and in company with her 
mother, flie was engaged in a religious vifit to 
friends in the counties of WeftmordaQd and Cum* 
berland. 

The following extrads contain the material parts 
of what has been colleded, from her own account of 
her concern in this vifit* . « 

" The meeting at Bowes was trpng, though 
I believe iatisfadory to my mother. For my part* 
I had deep heart-felt mortification, (which I have 
been very little free from fince) and went very much 
^tigued to bed ; it being ten at night when the meet- 
ing broke up, and having had a hard day's work in 
travelling. Next morning, we £it a little with a 
fchool-mafter and his wife, to M^iom there was much 
opennefr to communicate clofe counfd, as well as 
encouragement. Next day we went to Penrith, where 
we ftaid over firft day, and had two fuffering meet- 
ings ; in both which I felt a greater unwillingneft to 
fubmit to a necei&ry wading of fpirit, than I can 
ddEcribe : for really, the fpring of life requires fiich 
digging for^ in places where the fubftance of religion 
is departed from, and only the image retained, that, 
in this exercife, I frequendy felt ready to faint, and 
always engage with it in great dread; becaufe it 
oppofes that natural part, which would keep the 
houfe in peace, and be free from all thefe troubles. . 
However, I felt more eafe of mind in the evening 
than I could have expe£led, having dr^k tea at 
the houfe of a widow friend, and had an open, 
£»voured opportunity amongft her dau^ters, fevcral 
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«f ynikom appear to be under a frefh vifitadon. AV^e 
were at the monthly meeting at » and m 

moft painful, trying time it was : but after mucii 
-tabour, and deep fuffering, the right thing got upper«-» 
moft, and though the other was not (lain, it was a 
favour that it did not altogether rule. Oh the 
witempered mortar tiiere is in that place, and the 
unfoundnefs, almoft from the crown of £he head to 
the fole of the foot! I ventured to ftammer out 
-what appeared, though in a manner fcarcely intelli* 
gible, and in great fear ; having previoufly had fpeci- 
mens of offerings, which carried not the evidence of 
having been prepared at the altar, and which indeed 
often create the query, ^^ who (hall ftand ? '' 

" Longtown * was, as I expedited, a place 
^ fome fuiFering to me; but I could not have 
cxpefi:ed to have felt myiisif fuch a fpeckled bird as I 
did, though I kept myfelf much to myfelf: but it 
was impoffible to keep as retired as was defirable, 
nor were my motives for it juftifiable, being only to 
ihun the appearance oi a fool, amongft a fet of wife 
and fine f<^s whom we had at our inn. Indeed, 
a ftate of deep heart-felt mortification has been my 
lot, mofily, fince I faw you; but as the caufe, 
without doubt, originates in the impurity of my own 
mind, I ought to be thankfiil for difpenfations fo 
neceflary, though hard to bear: for furely there 
* Aever was any, to whom the Iknplicity of truth 
was fo trkfome^ and who caufed themfelves fuch 
deep and hidden confli^ as myfelf. When one is 

« The Mfdieni yearly meeting was then held Aere. 
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got Ofer, and anodier a^iproachesy diat difpofitioa 
which loves not fonrow, but would walk eafily 
through life, is ready, in the lemembjance of what 
k has fuffered, to £17, like die king appointed for 
deftrudion, I thou^t the bitternefr of death waa 
paft : but, oh ! how mznj ftrokes do I need to 
accomplilh this death! It has been hard for ma 
to have mj mind bent under any degree of that 
weight and fuffering, which are generally nec^Buy 
to fed, before the fpring is found to be opened, or 
any circulation of divine life experienced : becaufe 
flefli and blood cannot aid in this labour, and, its 
ftrength being fet at nought, it wars with the ipirit: 
in the feding whereof, I am often ready to faint. 
Oh ! dutt my feet may fbmd fefl in the bottom of 
Jordan; that I may neither flinch from a neceflary 
wading of fpirit, nor be overpowered with the floods 
of die mighty deep i and, above aH, that I may bo 
'preferved from uttering words without Itfe^ for truly^ 
« I am a child I '* 

' " ^ When I wrote you laft, my nund was 

indeed in a fad fpot ; the billows feemed to go over 
my head, and life fek almoft to be a burden : for I 
could not at that time,, look at our going to White* 
haven without the view of vifidng the ikndlies, and 
that work appeared fo ungrateful to me, that I could 
not bear the dwughts of having any thing to do 
in it. However, I endeavoured to forget it, and to 
conlider, that if the thing were right, it would be got 
through, and that fomebody, better able and better 
ikiUed than myfelf, would have the burden to bear^ 
and the work to do^ and that if I got mortified 
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with having fomething to do, now and then, fhe 
vifit might be of as much benefit :to me as to the 
whole meeting befides. Thus I endeavoured to reft 
it, when my mind would fubmit to think coolly on 
the fulje<El ; and indeed I had altnoft loft the painful 
impreffion when we got to Whitehaven, till we 
both felt it ill the forenoon meeting on ift day, with 
this conclufion, that to yield was the only way tm 
leave the place in peace. My mother having pre* 
vioufly to her view of this vifit, concluded to have a 
V meeting at Maryport on 3d day, found herfelf moft 
eafy to purfue that plan, and accordingly we went on 
2d day afternoon. We found that the right time was 
fixed on for Maryport, and a favoured meeting it- 
was, there being much opennefs to labour ^ indeed 
hr more than in fome places where a greater appear* 
ance is retained, but where, it is forrowfully to be 
felt, the mi^ty are falleh, and tribes are lacking 
tmongft them. There are many fuch places in this 
county, as well as in ours ; and under a fenfe thereof,; 
we have known a going bowed down aft- the- day 
long. * 

After this meeting, we returned to, and proceeded 
in, the work at Whitehaven. The labours in this 
vifit were of the mortifying kind, and required a 
continual exerciie of both faith and patience } becaufe 
we had generally to fit where the people fat, which 
was often in difmal places : bht being, I truft, in the 
right line, it will be made more profitable than could 
then befeen. We finiflied the vifit on 6th day, and in 
the evening there was a meeting appointed to begin 
•at five o'clock; which was, like all the vifit before, a 
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! fiiff&ing meeting ; but I h6pc Ac rightly concerned 

i jn that place, will reap the benefit of it; for it was, 

though painful, a remarkable time* It is widi a 
degree of thankfulnefs I may acknowledge, that I 
; felt in this vifit, a greater reiignation to what I 

apprehended. was the divine will, than I ever expe- 
rienced before ; and I can, now it is over, cheerfully 
fubmit to the belief, that I was of no ufe, (if even. 
preferved from doing harm) but that the thing was 
made ufeful to me, in fubjefting my own mind^ and 
teaching me, by a little more experience, the true way 
to wifdom, which is iirft becoming a fool. This ftate 
of preparation I expe£l to be in, all my life long ; 
i but I wifh, (with a fear) that it may be ((vabode in, 

I as to obtain the prize at lad. Well, this trial is 

[ over, with being refufcd, reviled, and fought with as 

by beafts at Ephefus; yet thefe are fmall troubles 
indeed, when compared with the enemies of our own 
houfes, that hoil of oppofition which is often hard to 
prefs through. This woe is paft, and I pray in my 
heart that another of the fame kind may not foon 
come; for though I was favoured to feel it made 
much eafier to me than I could have expected, yet 
I the work of vifiting families has always, fince I wa^ 

I led ferioufly to confider it, appeared to be fo awful, 

and to require the royal fignet to be fo evidently 
affixed, that the fear is great, of either moving without 
it, or being concerned in fo momentous a work, when 
there is not ftrength enough to' fupport, and wifdom 
to teach." , 

On their way home, they felt a concern to vifit the 
families of friends at Kendal ; near the conclufion of 
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which, (he fays, ** The fpirits and body feem boA* 
ready to fail under the prefent exercife; but we have 
so reafon to repent engaging with it ; for, thus &r, 
we have experienced ftrength fufiicient for the day/' 

Soon after her return from this journey, ihe writes 
concerning it as follows : ^' After many dofe exerciies 
and deep trials, mine chiefly of my own making, we 
^e now enjoying a good degree of peaceful ferenity^ 
and though (I think) fuiHciently ftripped,yet we ieeni 
pretty clear of any pahiful reflexions on die paft 
allotment. 



Towards the latter end of the year 1780, {he 
came under a religious concern to join her friend and 
relative Tabitha Hoyland, in a viiit to the meetings 
of Chefhire, and a part of thofe in Lancalhire^ And 
having the concurrence of the monthly meeting, 
and a certificate thereof, fhe fet forward to engage 
in this fervice, in the 12th month* The cnfuing 
parts of her letters on the fubjedl, afford fome ac- 
count of this journey, and fhew the fituation of hev 
mind, under the profpedi of the work before her, and 
in the profecution and completion thereof. 

" *' Chefliire has long attracted my mind^ 

and of late more than ufual ^ and on my coufin 
T. H. laying a flniilar concern before me, thofe 
feelings revived with fome weight ; and not wi^ut 
a great fear left, (though the imputfe might be 
right,; the time and companion might not be in the 
lame appointment: apd hence appeared the neeelHty 
of having it he>yed and fquared^ 
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" ■:- M It is only in a Uttle iaith that I look 
tpwards the joufney in profpe^ and at the rc£litiide 
of it ; and though I fear it is not equal to a gndn of 
muftard feed, yet I think I am thankful for this little : 
and fince it has been received, and the afiair men* 
tioned, a degree of peacefulnefs and quietude haih 
attended my mind, which is all the light I find upoa 
it; and vrtiich requires fometimes, all my vigilance to 
retain, left the floods from the mouth of the dragon 
ihould overwhelm, and caft away that little ftrength 
that is at prefent aiForded ', and inftead of adding thereto^ 
by devotednefs to be My thing or nothing, leave me 
tofTed upon the unftable element, where neither rock 
nor (bore can fometimes be perceived/' 

■ ■ " It was not indeed the leaft of my con- 

cern, or rather diflike, to fubmit to the thoughts of 
going to fome places in Lancafhire, which I had ia 
view; for, indeed, that feemed not much lefs than 
giving up my life ; and this proceeded from con- 
fiderations which I think thou canft hardly (hare, 
havii>g furmounted many of the difficulties and mor* 
tifications which appear very formidable to me. But 
when we have fufFered for difobe^ience, and are 
fiivoured with a view of the rewards of the feithful^ 
and are likewife convinced of the importance of our 
duties, though ever fo fmall in appearance } when our 
nothingnefs is fufficiently felt, and our minds im-> 
preiled with the awfulnefs of the divine requirings ^ 
life itielf looks but a fmall facrifice, and fo reaibnable^ 
that there is no excufe for withholding it, ei^cially 
4)at inward exiftence which does apt co«work with 
the life of true reUgioat'' 
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■ <* From Ackworth, I had a companion 
who imparted fome good and wholefome counfel to 
me, and more encouragement than I could have 
looked for; but my fecret fitting was in the duft, 
and much gloom feemed to cover my little views. I 
refle<Sted on the preceding evening, and found its 
enjoyment was then like manna two days old, having 
loft both favour and nourifliment ; and inftead of a 
renewal of the fame^ a faft was difpenfed, the caufe 
of which I muft leave ; but it is a painful one, and 
if I had felt myfelf before I left home, as I have 
done fmce, it is much if the venture had been made. 
Could I believe. that this is any thing like going 
forth without either fcrip or purfe, I fliould perhaps 
be more reconciled. I am thankful that, in every 
ftate, I havft fome degree of the comfortable impref- 
Hon, that unity is good ; and though mine is not of 
the moft expanfive kind, yet in a rtnewed feeling of 
my little, I cannot but wifli, that we may be fo 
willing to fufFer together, and frequently to go dowi> 
to the potter's houfe, to be therie fafliioned and formed 
either for veffels of honour or difhonour, (as may 
beft pleafe him who hath power over the clay) 
that we may alfo experience an humble afcent to the 
houfe of true prayer, and a rejoicing together. My 
heart is too full for words to relieve, but being con- 
vinced that there is a better and more refined inter- 
courfe than this, a communion which, proportioned 
to our obedience, is pure and edifying, I wiih in that 
to remember, and be remembered.'* 

■ " "W e went to Lowlayton on 6th day, and 

found there but one family of friends, who came 
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in by convincement. It was a comfortable place ; 
for their fimplicity and integrity rendered their cot- 
tage an agreeable manfion, in which there was nothing 
painful to be felt. The meeting there, next day, was 
m^ch larger than we looked for, many people in the 
neighbourhood coming in, who by their folid, innocent 
countenances, feemed, I thought, as likely to do us 
good, as we to do them any. It was a latisfadory 
meeting, and afforded fome encouragement to pro- 
ceed. Wc went to Stockport on 7th day afternoon; 
the meeting on firft day was a painful, trying one, 
and yet ftrength was not withheld. From Maccles- 
field we came to Leek, and have juft finifbed (ex- 
cept one family) a viflt to the families here. We 
have had eight fittings to day, befides the week- 
day meeting j which has been clofe work. We are 
however (and liave caufe to be) thankful, that 
flrength equal to the undertaking, has been afforded ; 
and though we have been deeply tried, yet, upon 
the whole, I believe, we may acknowledge, that we 
have lacked nothing, and have been much united to 
a few in this place. 7 his work of vifiting families, 
is the laft I fhould choofe for myfelf, if I might be 
my own choofer } but as it is wrong to defire that 
indulgence, I fee I may as well give myfelf up to 
what appears in the line of duty. 

It is with thankfulnefs of heart, that I acknowledge 
myfelf in a tolerable degree of health, through many 
different difpenfations which have fallen to my lot 
fmcellawyou; for there have been experienced a 
Wanting, and a fufficient abounding ;' bur I wifh I 
couid add, that in every flate I have learned to be 
C 
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content. Great indeed hath been the condefccnfioa 
of him who is pleafed to make ufe of poor, weak 
inftruments, and, by things which not only appear 
low and contemptible, but are fo in reality, to bring 
to nought, and reduce thirds that are mountains 
in profpeft ; proving to us a prefent help in every 
needful time, and, by his invifible power, ftrengthen* 
ing us when we are ready to faint in our minds. 
And ftill greater, I may acknowledge, hath appeared 
his wifdom in deeply trying us, or however myfelf, 
with the moft abjeft poverty and ftrippednefs of 
mind; indeed fo much fo, that I think I never be- 
fore experienced fuch humility, in a fenfe of myfelf, 
and under the convincing proof, that of ourfelves 
we can do nothing. This is a fituation wherein we 
fee whence all good comes, and the necelEty of caft- 
ing ourfelves fo whofly upon the divine arm, as to 
have no confidence in the flelh. No difpenfation, 
however defirabfe the enjoyment of good may be, 
feems fo much to drive us to the root of life, if we 
endeavour fufficiently to profit by it; and confe- 
quently, none that we ought to be fo thankful for, 
when our hearts are capable of feeling true gratitude : 
for he who knows the weaknefs of our frames, and is 
touched with a feeling of our infirmities^ fees what 
we can bear, and knows how frail we are. Thus 
have I, in this little journey, been wifely taught, 
through many trials, to live by faith ; and thus far, 
in refleding on the paft, to own I have lacked 
nothing. But we are abundantly convinced, that 
they who are fent out in this day, to a people who 
have, in a great meafure, for&ken both laW and tef* 
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timoay, and what is ftill worfe, fee not their ftates^. 
but are (ecure in themfelves, have not to eat much 
plea&nt bread : for I think I may (ay, it hath ofteiv 
been our lots to go bowed down all the day long,, 
and to mourn in a deep fenfe of the great defobtion 
which overfpreads the fociety: infomuch, that we 
often admire that there fhould be any fent out to vific 
them, and that the feet of thofe that are rightly {hod,, 
ihould'not more generally be turned to others ; for 
from thefe, there are the greateft hopes in this county^ 
which is likely, in many places, to be left defolate ot 
friends who keep their places^ We have, however^, 
in a few of the meetings which we have laft attended^, 
been agreeably difappointed, in finding more prelerved 
m quickened by the life of religion, than we expedled ; . 
and it hath been otfr lot to vifit theie, as well as a 
very contrary fort, by families. A very trying 
work it hath been, and it is not yet done. In it I 
have often lamented, left for want of that fpirit of 
difcerning with which the prophet was endued, when, 
he went to anoint one of' the foas of Jeffe, there 
ihould not be a right divifion of the word, and thereby • 
much harm be done* And under this confideration, , 
great abafednefs hath attended my mind, and a defire: 
that the fleece may be tried both wet and dry^ 

Wc leftNamptvnch unfiniflied, and hoped, nay even « 
r^folved, to return to itno more; but now I have- 
to confefe, we are on our way thither. It is however* 
a favour, that, through all, we are led to feel and' 
fjinpathize one with another ; I mean my companion . 
and felf, and that our little fervices have been harmo-* - . 
jiious i and if we keep, near that preferving arm which.* 

C a. 
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hath been w»th us, I doubt not but this ftrength will 
continue and increafe ; for in unity, if it be of the 
right kind, there is certainly ftrength." 

— — — « We got to Manchefler, after a week of 

many probations, which ended better than we could 

have looked for at the beginning of it, when our 

hearts were ready to faint, and the billows feemed to 

run over our heads, in the feeling of what we had 

already fuiFered, in remembering the aiHi£lion and 

diftrefs, the wormwood and the gall. Our minds 

were humbled in the profpe^ of an opening field | 

but I truft it was He who commanded the waves to 

be ftill, that calmed thefe floods, and renewed a 

degree of faith and patience to perfevere in the 

tribulated way. What need there is to keep near to 

^he fountain of life, and to receive our rfefrefliment 

folely from it ! becaufer from thence only, arife our 

freih fprings, and immortal food ; which, though the 

bread of adverfity and the water of affli<ftion, yet 

coming from this fource^ is no lefs efficacious to 

the nourifliing, ftrengthening, and building us up, 

than the fenfible union with divine purity. Our 

hearts are very incapable of judging concerning the 

virtue of the difpeufations of providence 5 we know 

not ourfelves, and confequently, cannot prefcribe for 

ourfelves. How p^ffive then, and how like little 

children, fliould we be to him that fearcheth the 

heart. But I' am often afraid, left, by indulging my 

own ideas of what is good, and not labouring after 

a total refignation of mind, but wanting to have 

things in my own way, I ftiould fruftrate the divine 

intention^ which may be to bumble and reduce fd^* 
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WDOK dian fldh and blood woidd point out. The great 

. meetings that occur, are almoft overmuch for us, 

and what made it ftill worfe to us at triverpool, was 

a funeral in the afternoon, and a vaft concourfe of 

people. We little diought when we fixed to ftay 

over 2d day at Msuichefter, that we fhould have one 

to attend there, which is the cafe this afternoon ; and 

bow it wHl be got ov^r, I know not. If we may 

but be favoured to be rightly quiet, it is all we delire ; 

and if we cannot be that, it is certainly our he& 

vnjj as &r as we are aUe, to take up the crofs, 

and defpife the ihame ; which fomettmes feels great, 

and at others, I may thankfully acknowledge, is in * 

a great meafure removed : but then what need there 

is of icare not tcr overrun the guide, and work 

without the power of the word ! Dangers furround 

us on every hand, and our ftanding often feems as on 

a iba of glafs." 

I " With 'fatisfaftion and pleafure, I have 

ktely lodced towards home ; indeed with fo much, 
that a fear fometimes flrikes me, left, in wifdom, 
fome unforefeen affliction fhould be fent to mode* 
rate it. According to my prefent feelings, I am, 
feturnihg -peaceful and cafy; and though we have 
milled fom^ meetings, which I own I had a view of, 
yet it was with a full belief, that they will not be 
laid to my charge. I wilh that we may be thankful * 
enough for the favours we have received divers 
ways, 'flnce we left home } and, what appears to me 
no ftnali pne, for the readinefs of my^ beloved 
connexions) in making every thing as eafy as out- 
ward « means can poifibly do, and affording accom-t 

^ C 3 ■ ■ J I 
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modations, for want of which many lie under very 
great difficulties. The conflderation of thefe things 
lOften aiFedls my mind/' 

'Brae^ord^ igth ofiji montby 1781. 
• > «« I thought, when we left Manchefter, 



!^hat it was a ftrange thing if we did not return to 
dt again ; yet I had iince loft the impreffion, for- 
;ther than wondering why fuch a thought fhould 
ithen have ftruck me ; and even the concern about 
many meetings which I thought we had miffed, was 
£0 much gone off my mind, (where it had dwelt 
with fome weight j that I feemed perfe£Uy eafy, under 
Xhe belief that the concern would devolve on rnj 
.companion, but little expe&ed it was fo foon to be 
tvjnced : for after much fecret forrow, which I per* 
x:eived, but durft not pronounce my apprehenfions 
of the caufe, ihe difclofed laft night her uneafine{% 
and defired to return to the places we pailed by, as 
well as to go to fome others in this county* Oa 
looking a little ferioufly at it, (indeed not a little, 
for we bad nearly a fleeplefs night) I could not fee 
that it was lefs than my duty to return with her 5 
jiot only from haviag had a view of the fame places^ 
but as a companion, which, if truly one, cannot 
leave in the day of trouble. I wifh myfelf better 
xjualified to fympathize with her in this triaj^' which 
h SL very great one, and requires all the alleviations 
jthat ai:ie in my power to beftow^ ' I believe her 
jwillingnefs is now fo great, that, for the purchafe of 
ji little peace, fhe would return to all the pla<:es, to 
4o the things which appesued needful^ and were not 
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fully Joined in widi ; but when diis great (acrifice of 
the will is completely made, I truft fome ram will 
be cau^t in the thicket, or fomc (mailer oflFering 
accepted. 

Home now looks at a great diftance, and I find 
that it will contribute moft to my peace, to think as 
little of it as I well can ; and if it had been lefs in 
mj mind of late, this turn in our afikirs, would by 
me, have been lefs felt. . We find ourfelves after 
the meeting to-day, in a very gloomy fituation of 
mind, as it was a fuffering time, and we thought left 
US with the fentence of death in ourfelves ; perhaps 
that we may not truft in ourfelves, which I ardently 
wifll we may be preferved from. We intend going 
to Leeds to-morrow evening; we dread it not a 
little, and this dajr's work increafes the apprehenfion 
of very great fuffering ; but it often feems beft to 
leave, or draw the mind from fiiture trials, and 
^endeavour, as well as we can, to bear thofe of the 
prcfent day, which are generally found to be fuf- 
ficient,'' 

Manchefterj ^h of oJ months 1781. 

— — i— << Our minds are often bowed down, under 
a fenfe of the awfulnefs 9S our engagements, and 
difmayed at the fight; nor need I fay how clofely 
our time is filled up therewith ; for after fitting 
with feven or eight families, we are generally ready 
for reft. I have the very gr^t (atisfa6lion now to 
%, that, except one family, we have finifhed in 
diis place; have had four to*day, befide the two 
meetings, and upwards of forty fince^we began,. 
with putting now and then two together. We were 

C4 
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at Stockport on 4th day, and jiad it uhexpededljr 
in our power to pay off a final! debt, which we con- - 
t):a£):ed when there before. It has been wonderful 
to us, how we have been, and are likely to he^ 
turned to places, and thrown in the way of doing 
our firft works ; which we cannot but view as a- 
mark of divine condefcenlion to our infant ftate: 
indeed it hath been manifefted to us, far beyond 
what we could have looked for, in the courfe of 
this journey throughout; and not lefs fo fincc wc 
came into this place, where inftru£tion hath been 
daily adminiftered from different fources, fome of 
which have proved deeply trying to flcfh and 
blood J but being, I trufl, in the ordering of uner- 
ring wifdom, I wiih (perhaps more than I endec- 
vour) to profit patiently thereby, and value the Tod 
as well as the flaff. It is indeed high time to. 
number our bleffings. They are truly many, and 
we cannot fail of feeing and feeling them ; that of 
having the parental care and folicitude of feveral of 
our much honoured and valued friends, is not fiiiall 
in our eftimation.'* 

«— ,^ — <« We ar^ now got to Warrington, tuid 
are endeavouring to keep ourfelves quiet, and, as 
much as we can, labouring to'feel what is the divine 
will concerning u^; which^ with refpeft to our 
coming hither, hath beeh much a myflery. The 
profpe£): almoft difmays us, Attended with a fear, 
that we may now be in danger of comparing k 
mountain in the wildernefs, an^ engage in a fervice, 
for which our ftrength is riot piroportiohed ; and fo^ 
notwithflanding we have been favoured with divint 
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icondefcenfionto our ftates heretofore, bring upon 
ourfelves unneceflary trials, and thereby pierce 
our minds, in future, with many forrows. It is no 
fmall concern to us to find, with the prefent view of 
things, every qualification wanting for fuch a fer* 
vice, and our minds greatly ftripped of ftrength 
and clear difcerning: and to move without a re- 
newal of thefe, we dare not. When my companion 
fi^ft propofed our return, the evidence I thought was 
fo ftrong, that I cheerfully complied ; yet feelings 
very unlike thefe enfued, even a ftate of deep dif- 
treis 2Uid mortification, when I found we mud turn 
our backs on home, and return from whence we 
came, to do our firft works. Great was our pain, 
from, I believe, an unfubje£ted will i but great 
likewife and evident, was the operation of the 
divine hand, in judgment upon us for the paft, and, 
no doubt, as a preparation for the future; for it 
never appeared clearer to me, than when under this 
difpenfation, that for every frelh fervide and work in 
the church, we muft experience a renewed baptifm 
of fpirit, and purification of the gift i and that the 
more we have of the drofs, or the reprobate filver, 
the more frequently muft we pafs througfi the refin- 
ing fife. Not>yithftanding I was, fometimes, in the 
impatience of my heart, ready to query as the chil- 
dren of Ifrael did, ** were there not graves enough 
in Egypt, that we are brought hither to die;" yet 
there were times, when all that was within me, was 
proftrated under the chaftiflng hand, and fought 
that it might not fpare. How preferable is it to all 
fecondary adminiftrations of judgment, when, with 

c s 
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David, we wifh rather to fall into the Lord's hands, 
than into the hands of man ! And furely, the more 
wefeek to derive our inftrui^ion and food from the 
fountain of good, the le(s we (hall be fubje£k to in^ 
ftrumental means«" 

■■ " 1 never felt myfelf under fuch com[Ji« 

cated difcouragements at any time ; and oh ! that we 
snay both be enlsd)led to bear thefe fiery trials, with 
refignation to the divine will, and feek to profit by 
them, that the flate of a weaned chilli may become 
our experience." 

" ** As I make no doubt it will be accept* 

able to thee to hear from two poor pilgrims, who 
are almofl worn out* with things that appear too 
mighty for them, I juft embrace a little vacant time, 
to hint how we have fared; and may in the firft 
place fay, that the prefent engagement hath been 
the mofl trying of the kind we ever experienced. 
It hath been frequently our lot, to go down as to the 
bottom of the mountains, where the earth with her 
bars was about us ; under this prefliire, our minds 
have been fecredy clad with fackcloth and deep 
mourning, when it has evidently appeared, that the 
pure life of religion is in a ilate of bondage, and that 
^t fenfibly utters the language, /< I am opprelTed under 
youy as a cart with Iheayes.'* To vifit this feed of 
the kingdom, we find to be no ligjit matter, efpeci- 
^Uy when hid under the briers and thorns, and then 
plumed wi|:h human wifdom. Who indeed is fufEcient 
for thefe things? I often lament, and with reafon, 
that my heart is not more bound to the caufe, and 
p)pr e willing to fyWer for it -, and I fully believe^ 
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that until this is more experienced, there will re- 
main to be, as there have aheadj been, manj triab 
and affliAions, which originate not in the divine willi 
for it Is ftill a truth, that eur greateft enemies are 
thofe of our own houles, and that to endeavour to 
fubdue thefe^ is our indifpeniable duty. But oh! 
what ftrokes are in wiidom admintftered to us, to 
deftroy that life which hath no exiftence in die di- 
vine purity! and unlefs we be faithful unto this 
death, we can with no probability look for the crown 
immortal. 

We have frequently had to recur to the moving 
caufe of this journey, and, as an additional trial, 
found the feeling (enfe of that withdrawn from us; 
but all thefe things teach us where to place our 
prefent dependance ; and notwithftanding difpeniatiohs 
thus painful have been our portion, we have great 
caufe thankfully to commemorate the bleffings of 
the divine and bountiful hand, which hath been 
ilrength in our weaknefs, riches in our poverty, and 
a prefent helper in the needful time ; and hath re- 
frefhed our drooping fpirits, infomuch that, with 
alacrity of heart, we have purfued the path caft up 
for us, and have been favoured to fee the great ne« 
ceffity of paffing frequently through die furnace : 
and oh ! Biith my heart, that I may be willing to 
defcend again and again, till He wbofe invifible 
arm fuftaineth us there, is pleafed to lay, ^ It is 
enough." 

* ' ** We have now finifhed, for aught we 

know» our engagement at Warrington. We wound 
up all in this &mily laft evenings but ob what a 

C 6 
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ilay was yeftcrday! my companion's fituation and 
mine were very different, though both trying, and 
the more fo, becaufe we were not alike led; but 
ftrll there is a fecret truft, that we were both in our 
places. The meeting was held at Penkcth, and, 
being the preparative meeting, was very large. The 
firft meeting was fo low and painful in the forepart, 
that I was glad fecretly to offer myfelf to do any 
thing, if light might but fhine upon my dwelling. 
In this fituation, I foon faw that we had nothing to 
do io that fitting ( but it feemed as if I heard a 
voicei " Vifit the men and women when feparated, 
for they .require different food." The evidence 
was, I thought, fo ftrong, that I earneftly defired to 
be preferved faithful, however hard it might be to 
the creature, left a worfe ftate fhould befall me. 
When the meetings parted, I juft requefted my 
companion to feel if it might not be beft to go into 
the men's meeting : her reply was, fhe had feen 
nothing of it, but would go with me* This greatly 
increafed the burderi that was upon my mind, but 
remembering my recent view and requeft, I durft 
liot, after all the favours I Had received at the divine 
hand, in our late probationary vifit, refufe a com- 
pliance with this intimation of duty ; and finding I 
had a little ftrength, was made willing, with that^ to 
become ftill more a fpedlacle to angels and to men, 
than before in this place.-r-I believe I had my com- 
panion's fympatby, but (he fald ^e had nothing to 
do J which I own, fp difcouraged me with the painful 
apprehenfion that I had been out of my place, led by 
m unfeni^ified zeal, or, at leaft, had fo imprudently 
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adminiftdred the right thing, that I had alMufy done 
inore harm than good; fo that, though 'there was a 
covering of good over the women's meeting, and a 
little ability to relieve my own mind at leaft, I fo loft 
faith, and gave way fo much to thinking myfelf quitto 
fpent and exhaufted, that I managed to bring my load 
away with me; which, added to the mortifying re« 
membrance of what I had done, nearly funk me 
for a time into the deepeft diftrefs. But by endea- 
vouring ta keep it to myfelf, (my greateft difoouiage- 
ments however) and to recur to what I appre- 
hended was the moving caufe of my doing and leav* 
ing undone, there enfued a little quietnefs, and a 
fmall, but comfortable evidence, that the offering of 
obedience, as far as it had been made, was accept- 
able ; and that what was omitted, was viewed with 
divine compaffionate regard to the weaknefs, and 
not wilfulnefs, of my poor deprefTed mind. And 
notwithftanding we had three fittings afterwards, 
and my body was almofl as ill as I thought it could 
be, to bear up, yet there felt to me full as much 
flrength and life as I had found before in this 
place; and this morning I feel fo refrefhed with 
the foregoing, and a good night's reft, that I don't 
know that I have a complaint of any fort ; only I 
could wi(h fbr a little more clearnels refpefting fome 
approaching days. 

Thus I comfortably and thankfully experience, 
that though forrow has come for a long night in this 
place, joy fprings in the morning. When the fun 
of righteoufnefs, in any degree, arifes, and the mind 
feels its riefrelhing influence, how does it encourage 
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to prefs forward, and to think nodiing too hard t<^ 
fubmit to, for this excellent appearance ! but hoi^ 
ready, like the difciples^ are we to folicit that our 
tabernacles may be built here, and that we may not: 
defcend into the lower parts of the earth again, there 
to be covered with, its bars, and feel ourielves as 
at the bottom of the mountains ; though it is from 
thence, we are led to look for abetter habitation,' and 
to labour that the pure life may arife, and we be 
fiivoured to dwell with it, though feldom in a ftate 
of dominion : remembering for our inftru£lion, that 
Aaron, the great high prieft, was permitted to enter 
into the holy of holies but once a year, for his com* 
mon fervice was in the tabernacle. 

I cannot but look upon this morning, which feels 
pleaianter than many, to be perhaps the opening of 
another tribulating day; for it does not appear a 
time for fuch as are, in the fmalleft degree, able to 
be baptized into the pre(ent ftate of the church, to 
eat much pleafant bread : but I wifh I were more 
preferred from thofe infirmities of darkening coun* 
fel, &c. in times of proving, when a gulf feems to 
open for prefent deftru£tion» Oh what a trial, or 
trials of this fort have we had in this place ! but I 
wifh to forget thefe toils, and rather feek for greater 
wifdom to bear the future. It is marvellous to me, 
how things are brought ^bout, that we have had 
views of, but no probability of being efFeded ; and 
particularly with refpe£l to this monthly meeting, 
which I thought I faw, before we fat off from home, 
and often wondered when we were leaving Lm^ 
calhire, how fuch things could bej and fo.-netimes, 
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on diat account, was ready to call all in queftiont 
finding many fuch caufes of difcofltnigemaiC» whidi 
now feeai gradually removing." 

Livirpoolj ^otb 9f %d m$tnb^ X781. 
■ ^ The fiellowfliip and tend^mefs of o«r 



friends were never more deiirable, than in thefe days 
of deep probation and inftru<3ion. Wonders are 
indeed yet manifefted in the deeps, where, finding 
the demonftration of the fpirit and power, even my 
flrong heart has, to my own admiration, been made 
willing to receive die bittereft of cups; and all that 
is within me, has bowed and done obeiiance to him^ 
before whom I have bad daily and piercingly to 
abhor myfelf, under renewed, powerful evidences, 
that without the frequent adminiftration of the holy 
Ghoft and fire, and repeatedly defcending to the 
wafhing pool, there is no offering an acceptable 
£acriiice; and that this mufl be a difpenfiition for 
life, if ever any offering is found to be witho4t 
Uemifh, which I fear it never will : but if preferved 
with fpiritual fight, and a neceflary jealoufy over 
myfelf, I fhall, I tru((, fo far deem myfelf bleffed.— 
How are flich as move in this line to be pitied! 
their flanding cannot be better defcribed, than at 
being on a fea (tf glaft, mipgled with fire. But I 
would not fay any thing to difcourage, nor would I 
wi(h to be like the evil fpies ; therefore^ may add, 
that from what I have feen of the good land, attain- 
able at times in this work, it is well worth our 
preffing after, and its fruit is fo pleafant, thac it amply 
liefrefbes tl^e weary traveller* I could, yeilerday 
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morning fet my feal to the truth of this ; but ^las ! 
the fcene has fince changed much. 

We were at the monthly meeting at Hardibaw to« 
day, for which we have both caufe to be thankful ^ 
not becaufe the food was pleaiant, but becaufe it was^ 
we truft, wholefome s and this evening we.a£e jcome 
to this place, to which we fet oiFin the bitternefs 
of our ipirits. It looks indeed often to my mind, 
as if a Angular vifitation is renewedly extended to 
our fociety ; but there is a painful fe^, that the day 
will ,pafs over the heads of many; yet, with it, a 
hope fprings, tiiat there are others who will be puri- 
fied, tried,rand made white.'' 

TToriy sdof^monthy 1781. 

-— ^^ Many of our late tribulatiens appear to 

me, more and more, to have been in the orderings 
of divine wifdom ; and fuchas have more evidently 
arifen from our unwillingnefs to fubmit to the hum- 
bling power of the crofs, will furely be profitably 
remembered by us, and gradually work that patience 
and pure refignation of heart, which can enable us» 
ini- holy Confidence, to rejoice, and count it all joy, 
when we. £idl into divers temptations and tribula- 
tions, for the trial and refinement of our faith in 
him, who was made perfed: through fufFering.— 
"My mind, has, in general, .^nce my return home, 
felt a ftate of "deep proftration, and humble gratitude 
to that all-ruling power, which bath, I fully believe, 
helped us jn our late engagements, and would mbre 
eminently have done it, if our minds had borne a 
greater fimiliarity to the paffive clay. Great in- 
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llhi£tion arifes in the commemoration of theft 
things. To feet our minds centered in a quiet fub^ 
mifSbn io tiie pre&nt allotment, now we are returned, 
and a willii^nefi either to do or fuffer, appears die 
moft defirable ftate for u^ and is what I hope thoa 
largely expericnceft." 



In the twelfth month, 1781, with the approbation 
of the monthly meeting, ihe was concerned in a 
religious vifit, to a part of the families within the 
monthly meeting of Owflwick and Cave. Although 
ker fleppings along in this fervice, were attended 
with clofe trials, yet fhe was enabled to perform it, 
with a degree of peace and fatisfaAion ; which ap« 
pears from her own expreffions on this occafion: 
<< We have got along as well as we could have 
looked for, confidering the prevailing declenflon and 
weaknefs of the prefent day; which in thefe, as 
well as in many other places, widely fpread them- 
felves. Deep fufFering, and a painful excrcife of 
mind, are often our lot ; but being, I truft, in a 
t good degree refigned thereto, they are, at times, 

fucceeded by a calm, and a little evidence, 
that the fervant is not wholly difunited from the 
inafter.*' 

She was engaged, in the ifl month, 1782, in a 

. vifit to fome families, which bad not been vifited 

1 by the friends who had lately been concerned in 

a family-vifit in that quarter. At the conclufion 
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of this vifit, (he remarks as follows, ^ It was, I 
think, the moft trying fervice of the kind that 
I ever had any fenfe of; the general unfeeling- 
nefi and impenetrableneis of the vifited, rendered 
the labour almoft without hope. So greatly departed 
are many amongft us, from the virtue of hea- 
venly dew, that it is now deemed by fuch an un« 
neceilary attainment*'' 
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CHAP. IL 

Her Marriage'^Hind Jourmy into ScHlafld, 
Cumberland^ fie. 

IN the 4th month, 1782, ihe was married to her 
friend Robert ' Grubb, of Clonmel, in Ireland9 
who had for fome time refided at York; to whom 
ibe was a faithful and tender companion, and m 
fympathizing, ftrengthening helpmeet, in the various 
probations of their Spiritual pilgrimage. On this 
fubje£l, the following inftrudive letter, writtea 
fome months afterwards, appears to be worthy of 
infertion." 

— — — •* It was an awful thing to mc, to cnttt 
into this new fphere. I am now blefled with aU^ 
and more than I had any right to a(k for in it. I 
vAQbl to number thefe blei&ngs, and approve myfelf 
worthy of them. This belief ever accompanies my 
mind, that if we wrcft not .ourfelves out of the divine 
hand, whofe fatherly care and proteAion is over uSy 
our cup of life will be fo blended, as to prevent 
our fitting down in outward enjoyments. Few and 
fleeting are the days of our pilgrimage ; and every 
additional experience confirms the fentiment^ that 
our folid fatisfadlion depends not on our pofleffing all 
that the unmortified part in us can defire i for there 
ftiU remains, in the immoital p^t, a void, which 
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immortal fubftance only, can fatisfy. To have this 
fupplied with wholeftme food, and every other gra- 
tification to ftand fubordinate thereto, is the prefent 
fecret breathing of my fpirit : thatt fo, the bleffing 
of prefervation may attend us, . and patience have 
its petfe^ work, till the barning of the Lord^s day 
hath done its office, and a quiet centre in everlafting 
repbfe, is obtained/' 

About two weeks after this event, fhe entered on 
a religious vifit to friends -in Scotland, in companj^ 
nHth heir friend, Mary Proud ; having previoufly ob« 
laincd.a certificate of concurrence from the monthly 
meeting. This concern had, for many months, 
dwdt frequently on her mind, and liad now ma- 
tared fo, that ihe thought it her difty to engage in 
k, at this time. Her feelings under the view of it, 
and in d^ profpe£t of her marriage, with her re- 
fignation to the fervice, and defires for divine prefer'- 
vation and dire£):ion, are, in fome meafure, fet forth, 
by the following extrads from fome of her letters, 
written on diofe occafions. 



M ' ■■■■ ^ I cannot be on the verge of fuch impor- 
tant, and fome new, concerns, without feeling deep 
anxiety and many fears : my mind is often fo deeply 
cpprefled widi my prefent load, that I feel continually 
bowed down under it, and not very fit for this employ* 
^he mind and body feldom fuffer alone, and it is 
comfortable to believe, that they are not intended to 
he always, or long, companions. I have not been 
very 'well of late, which is not to be wondered at^ 
nor is it worth much attention/'^ 
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' I ■ <« The fcntimcnt thou droppeft refpcding 
Scotland, is fo exadly fimilar to my own> that it 
was like a little ftrength handed in the time of 
need ; and I greatly wifh, if the thing be proved to 
be right, to be enabled to make a fiicrifice of every 
feliifli inclination -, that my offerings and prayers, in 
this one ftep, may be pure and acceptable to Him 
who fees in fecret. But I often feelingly remember 
a faying of M. Peifley's, that fhe was ^^ torn as be- 
tween heaven and earth ;" and it many times is 
matter of doubt, in which I (hall centre. I have as 
much nature as mofl, and as great an aptnefs to cover 
myfelf with it, and live upon it ; and though to be 
drawn from fuch a fource, is caufe of thankfulnefs, 
yet it feems like the pangs of death, and I fometimes 
query, whether my natural body will not fall under 
the operation. Were it not for, now and then, 
experiencing my ftrength a little renewed, and my 
mind clothed with the quietnefs of that habitation, 
which the arrows of the archers cannot penetrate, I 
muft have fallen to the oppofition of the enemy in 
myfelf; but when the arm of power is felt to be 
near, then it is, that we rejoice in the means of our 
lalvation.*' 

«< There is flill a fecret belief, that thp 

growth and cultivation of my views refpe<9:ing a 
northern journey, were by that hand, from which 
I have apprehended my mcil important engagements 
have proceeded; and though it has, for many 
months, dwelt frequently upon my mind, yet I 
cherifhed a belief that it was very far off; till the 
jprofped of fettling in a new line of life drew nearer. 
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and then this diftant view as faft approached. It 
vras afrefh revived when I wrote to thee laft'; but 
I wiihed to try it ftill a little longer, if, in the kind- 
nefs of Him who knows my great unfitnefs for an 
engagement fo important, my refignation to it might 
be an acceptable facriiice. * Inftead of this, the 
weight increafed, and I found, on complying with 
fome early proceedings in another affair, that my 
peace materially depended on having thee informed 
of what I had in vicwj that thereby this concern 
might keep pace with the other, and I attend to what 
may appear to be my own bufinefs, no further than 
refignation to a fuperior ftrvice was experienced. 
My dear friend knows the ncceffity of an entire fur- 
render of ourfelves, to what: appears, in the pointings 
of duty, to be our proper bufinefs, and of keepmg. 
our eye as fteadily to that as we can ; that fo, by its 
finglenefs, we may have light fufficient for the work 
of our day. And as, without this quiet attention, 
we are often led into doubts, fears, and many 
reafbnings, fo we are frequently found to require 
provings of mind, ftrippings, and many baptifms, 
in order to fit us for the ftate in which alone there is 
fafety j a truly humble, dependant ftate, reduced in 
ourfelves, and feeking that honour which cometh 
from God only. 

It is with great awfulnefs I look at the work be- 
. fore us, and under a deep fenfe how unable we are 
of ourfelves, at all to help forward the caufe wherein 
we defire to be engaged, or to bring honour to 
that name Ceither amongft us as a fociety, or thofe 
who are not of our fold) to which the nations may 
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jfct i>e feen to gadier. It is definble,. however, 
that our dweQing may be deep, that the wHdQm 
and inftmdion we rcceiye, may, though finaQ, be 
pure ; that if we yentture fo move, the dood may 
fenfibly be taken off the tabernacle, and we careful 
to follow the appointed guide for our days and 
nights, and be favoured, in this day* of deep dege* 
neracy, widi an evidence, that we have done what 
we could." 

The foQowing is an account of her journey 
through Scotland, tec. taken from a fhort journal 
written by herfelf, and found amongfl her papers : 

" The twentieth of the fourth month, 1782, 1 lefk 
York, with my friend M. Proud, for the yearly 
meeting at Edinburgh, intending from thence to vifit 
the friends in Scotland, Cumberland, &c. We were 
at Thirlk on firfl day, the twenty-firil, where we 
fenfibly felt the pure life of religion to be at a low 
ebb, though the profellbrs thereof are numerous ; 
and fuch as hav^ been anointed for, and employed in, 
the Lord's work, dwell amongH them* But thefe 
being only flandard-bearers, whilfl they continue 
exercifed in the Lamb's war, and prove their loyalty 
to the King of kings, by their careful attention to 
his pointings, and humble walking before him, have 
need to liirt under an awful fenfe of the importance 
- of that fervice to which they are called : that fo, 
their fpirits may be kept favory, their converfation, 
likewife, feafoned with the heavenly fait, miniflering 
grace to thofe that hear. For want of the Lord's 
ftrvants, or thofe Jn the foremoft ranks of the peo- 
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pie, being thus preferved near that power, in which 
their life and their ftrength confift, great decleniion 
lias happened to us, as a people ; and thofe who hav^e 
been looking for the fubftantial part of religion in 
them, have, inftead of finding its influence, receivecl, 
by the lightnefs of the condud of fuch, a warrant 
for their own propenfities. Under the confideratioa* 
of thefe things, I was aflFeded, and feeling the 
aptnefs of my difpofition to yield to the like infir- 
mities, I was led, renewedly, to beg for ftrength. 
Notwithftanding we had to fuffer with the feed in 
this place, and to behold the breaches which are 
made as in the walls of the Royal city, yet a renewed 
vifitation was extended to many, and efpeclally to 
the youth ; and our minds were a little encouraged 
to prefs forward in the work before us, under a frcfli 
fenfe of divine regard. 

The next day we left Thirflr, and my hufband, 
who had accompanied us thus far, went with us a 
few miles further on this day's journey ; and after 
we .parted, my mind felt a covering of divine 
love to replenifti it with faith and patience; and, 
from a little fenfible experience, I could thankfully 
fay, with a difciple formerly, " I have left all to 
follow thee." And under a renewed fenfe of this 
holy attachment, and of my own unfitnefs for the 
fervice before me, ' without frequent baptifms of 
fpirit, and the fanftifying power thereof, I was in- 
wardly favoured with feme new inftrudions, refpedl- 
Jing the office of ^ jminifter of Chrift, and openings 
how to fulfil that office : and thus, I was led to 
acknowleclge, that he who had called is faithfiil^ 
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and his grace is fufficient for us, as our dependance 
is placed thereon^ and all confidence in ourfelves* 
removed. We attended a meeting on third day^ 
and had painfully to feel the ftate of things amongft 
them; and it appeared clear to my mind, that the 
work was in the Lord's hands, and that he will, in- 
his own time, make manifeft the hidden things of 
darknefs; when thofe that retain a little life amongft 
them, will be enabled to renew their ftrength, and^ 
ihew themfelves on the Lord's fide, though their 
numbers may be few. We were favoured, in fame 
degree, to relieve our own minds, and left them that 
afternoon. 

The next day we were at a meeting which, for 
^ fome time, was a painful fitting, under a feiife that 
the leaders of the people caufed them to err, and 
were crying, ** the word of the Lord," when the 
Lord had not fent them. But after experiencing 
fomething of the baptifm unto death, with our* 
holy High Prieft, we were favoured to feel the 
refurreSion of life; in which, judgment was placed'* 
on the head of the tranfgreffing nature, ^ni the 
mhids that were defirous to know fomething of the 
work of religioa for themfelves, were pointed to the- 
meai^ of redemption from fin. From thence we 
went to Newcaflle, and were at their week-day 
meeting on fifth day, where truth meafurably pre* 
vailed. On fixth and feventh days, being the 
twcnty-fixth and twenty-feventh of the month, we- 
travelled from Newcaftle to Kelfo,'and were at 
the meetings there on firfi day, whidi are very hasM 
I> 
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of friends, but many others came in, efpecialljr in 
the afternoon ; and though, at firft> they appeared 
rude and ignorant, yet the power of truth, in which 
the authority is felt, rofe fo into dominion, that it 
became a folemn opportunity* And thus we had frefh 
caufe to obferve, that it is only by divine ftrength, 
that we can run through a troop, or leap over the 
ivalls of oppofition. 

On fecond day we went to Edinburgh, where, on 
third day we refted, and on fourth and fifth attended 
the yearly meetings which was but fmall, there being 
very few members of our fociety of that nation, then 
prefent. There were feveral who, through the negleft 
of chriflian difcipline, think they have a claini to 
the fociety, as being the offspring of friends j others 
were like the Philiftines, in whofe hands the ark of 
the teftimony is fallen, and efteemed by them as a 
contemptible thing ^ there were alfo prefent a number 
of ftudents from diftant parts, whofe parents are not 
only members of fociety, but fome of them ufeful 
therein. On account of all thefe, our minds were 
painf;ally exercifed : and notwithftanding the public 
meetings were, large, and owned with divine favour,* 
in covering thefe affemblies with a degree of holy 
awe, and the minds of fome of his fervants with 
gofpel power and authority to declare the way of 
life and falvation j yet through all, the fenfe of deep, 
hidden, as well as flagrant corruption, fo impreffed 
my mind, that I was led to believe, truth will never 
profper in this place, nor the excellency of it ap« 
pear unveiled, till, not only the branches of the cor- 
rupt tree are cut off, but the root fo dug up that the 
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remembrance thereof may rot ; and then, there is 
a hope that the prefent planting may be watered, 
the ground renewedly cultivated, and fLuits appear 
to the praife of the great Hufbandman. Deep dif- 
couragement attends the Lord's exercifed fervants 
in this day, when labour is added to labour, bap-* 
tifm to baptifm, for thofe that are dead in trefpaffes 
and fms, and for thofe that are unacquainted, in 
their own experience, with the glad tidings of the 
gofpel ; fo that, if they were not at times refreflied 
with a little bread handed in fecret, and their evi- 
dence confirmed, that the foundation of God ftands 
fure, having this feal, that the Lord knows them that 
are his, they would be ready to faint in the work, 
and to (brink in the day of battle, when the arrows 
of the archers furround, and the fpirits of the peo* 
pie are oppofing found dodlrine, and crying *' pro- 
phefy unto us fmooth things.*' But I have had fre- 
quently of late, under thefe difcouraging views, to 
remember the prophet when he mournfully exclaim- 
ed, " I have laboured in vain, and fpent my 
ftrength for nought j" yet recolle(fting himfelf in 
holy confidence in, and intereft with, invifible and 
divine juftice, he added, " but furely my judgment is 
with the Lord, and my work with my God." Frcm 
fome neceflary baptifms of mind, and renewed evi- 
dences that this is enough for any true minifter of 
the gofpel to defire, I have been led awfully and 
humbly to implore increafing ftrength and ability, 
to walk before that gracious eye that. fees in fecret, 
without feeking the praife, or regarding the ccnfure, 
D 2 
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of men who are not circumcifed in heart and ears^ 
and who cannot difcern, or value, found uncon- 
demnable words, but want their fenfual wifdom and 
depraved ideas gratified with the divinations of men^ 
and approbation of themfelves. 

We had an exercifing, clofe, and fearching oppor- 
tunity on fifth day evening, (after the public meet- 
ings were. over) with thofe under profeiSon with us, 
and particularly the ftudents 5 to whom divine regard 
was eminently manifefted, and a powerful call ex- 
tended, to clofe in with the prefent vifitation and 
day of falvation that is offered ; whereby they would 
be redeemed from diat wifdom which feparates them 
from the pure fear of God, and the tree of immortal 
life; and alfo preferved from going down to the 
chambers of death, by falling in with thof^ fnares 
and gilded pollutions, with which the unwearied 
enemy of our fouls is feeking to entrap and defile us. 
Their minds were fenfibly affeded, at that time> 
under the power of truth j and he who was pleafed 
thus to influence their fpirits, is alone able to prolper 
the work.* 

* It is difficult to fupprefs a remark, refpe£iing young 
men of our fociety being fent to complete their educa- 
tion at this place ; which is, that the advantages of medi- 
cal improvement are, beyond all comparifon, outbal^ 
anced by the pernicious principles of infidelity which 
are imbibed there. Several young perfons, religioufly 
hopeful at the time of commencing their ftudies, have 
returned from thence deeply poifoned in their religious 
principles; and fome who have not been altogether 
,flain in the conteft, have, it is feared, become fo much 
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The next morning we went to Klrkaldie, (by 
Queen's Ferry) where we had a meeting with the 
town's people, fome of whom behaved well ; the 
glad tidings of the kingdom were preached, and a 
fetisfiiftory meeting it was. From thence we went 
that evening one ftage further, and purpofed next 
day for Montrofe, forty-nine miles. The firft ftage 
in the morning was to Coupar in Fife, where we felt 
a confiderable opennefs for a meeting, but having too 
much, in our own inclination, fixed our work for 
this day, we put by this fimple feeling, and thought 
that, if way opened, we would give up to it in our 
return. A few hours convinced us that our plans 
were fruft rated ; for when we arrived at Dundee 
Ferry, we found ourfelves about half an hour too 
late for the tide, fo that our horfes could not be 
taken over till about the time in the evening, at 
^hich we (hould have been there» had we ftaid and 
had a meeting at Coupar in Fife. From Dundee 
we went to Aberbrothick, which we left next morn- 
ing for Montrofe, where we had a meeting in the 



woanded> as to endanger their going halting all their 
days. It is of unfpeakable importance for parents and 
guardians folidly to confider, in their difpofal of youth> 
the danger not only of this, but of every other expofed 
fitttation in life. No profeflional advantages or quali- 
fications whatever, can be put in competition with the 
lofs or.itijnry of that pure faith and prbciple, which is 
our unerring guide, oar fupport, and comfort through 
time. 

^2 . 
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.evening with the 'town's people, who behaved 
well, and to whom divine regard was powerfully 
manifefted. 

From hence we went to Inverbervy, a little fea- 
port between Montrofe and Aberdeen. Here we 
found we could not get away, without a meeting 
^mongft the town's people, which was readily pro- 
vided for, and a very folid company attended ; whofe 
minds feemed like the good ground cultivated by 
.the divine hand, for the reception of the feed of the 
kingdom. Divine aid was eminently extended to 
us, and to the people, and we were led, publickly 
and fecretly, to return the gratitude of our hearts to 
him whofe works alone can praife him, and who, ia 
infinite wifdom, after thcfe favoured opportunities, is 
fometimes pleafed to lead, his poor, weak fervants, 
.as from the holy mountain, and from tafting the 
Animating wine of the kingdom, into the wildernefs ; 
<and Ito caufe them, like their Mafter, to experience 
fomething of the forty days faft, and the power of 
the Tempter i that fo, their own inability may be 
proved, their humble confidence renewed in the 
divine arm, they drawn from having any confidence 
in the flefti, and taught not to live by bread alone. 
From hence we proceeded to Stonehaven, and fat 
vdth the few friends there, in whom the life of re- 
ligion is weak. We went to Aberdeen that even- 
ing, and next day had a clofe time with the friends 
there. The fame afternoon we reached Old-Mel- 
df um, and next day fat a meeting with them, where 
*we found we could not get away without fitting 
in the fiimllies, and having a publick meeting with , 
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^ town's people ; the firft we fet about the fame 
day, and had a fatisfaSory meeting with the people 
in the evening. We found things very low amongft 
the friends, but a comfortable hope, that of the 
youth would be raifed up fuch as would be qualified 
to fupport the caufe of truth, which is ready to fall 
in the ftreets, and the principles thereof almoft 
forgotten by thofe that profefs them, particularly in 
departing from the plain language, . and lofing the 
diftingttiihing marks of their profeffion ; whereby the 
crofs is evaded, and the people's minds are become 
like the high-way ground* 

We finifhed at Kilmuck the viAt to the families of 
that meeting, and went from thence on feventh-day 
evening for Aberdeen, where we ftaid the next day. 
My companion attended the meetings, where (he had 
good fervice, and many people of the town came in. 
I had been unwell for fome time before with pain in 
my face and teeth, which had now fo increafed upon 
me. With frefh cold, that, feeling no particular drafit 
to the friends or people, and fcarce being fit to move, 
I ftaid in the houfe that day, in order to ufe fome 
means for recovery, which were not inefFe£lual, and 
next morning we fet forward for Urie. Here the 
friends of Stonehaven met us, but it was a painful 
opportunity, and little of the divine life to be felt. 
We reached Montrofe in the evening, and next day 
went to Aberbrothick, where we ufed fome means 
to obtain a meeting \ but they not being efFedlual, 
we were eafy to leave the place, and went forward 
without any other meeting in the way, to Edinburgh, 
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"where we arrived on fifth day evening, the fifteenth 
of the month.* The next evening we reached 
Kelfo, and Morpeth on the feventeenth, from whence 
wc went next morning to Newcaftle to breakfaft, 

♦ From Abefbrothick fiie writes thus to a friend : — 
■** The minds of many of the people in this Ian* feem 
,^reparing, like the good ground* to receive, in child- 
like fimplicity, the ingrafted word ; and though it may 
he long before fruits appear, yet if thofc that come thi« 
-way, follow the finlple openings of truth, in their ftop* 
-pings at places where there are no friends, and gel; 
i>apti2ed into the ftates of the people, it appears clear 
<o us, that fuch will be inftrumentel in helping forward 
the light of the perfedk day of the gofpel, which has 
jdawned in many of thefe parts : but it is under prefePC 
chaflifement for negled of duty, that I acknowledge 
-we have not fufficiently trod this path. One material 
<omiffion the week before laft, has laid a foundation for 
jtepentance through this land, if not through time^ unlefi 
-our Matter fometimc fend us again to pay debt and in- 
tereft; becaufe, from that one negkdt have proceeded 
jmany entanglements, and preventions of doing right. 
\Ve have great caufe to believe apd ^ acknowledge, that 
-the divine aid which hath been afforded, particularly in 
^his land, hath been greats and though it may have been 
chiefly on account of the people, yet gratitude hath 
covered our minds for it, and it occaiions us to feel store 
4eeply any want of faithfulnefs." 

The following letters were written a few days after her 
getting out of Scotland. 

'* It is a favour when we are at liberty to feel one 
^another, in the cementing bond of pure love and un- 
jchangeable fellowlhip ; for, really, in journeys of this 
Jcind, our minds are often (o ftripped of fatisfadions like 
Ahefe, ihat inftead of feeling as tf we belong to any 
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and attended boA iSieir meetings, in which we had 
deep, fearching, but honeft labour ; and a degree of 
quietude, reflgnation, and (erenity of mind, clofed 
the day. 

body, or have any outward fourcc of comfort, the 
ftatc of the pelican in the wildcrnefs fcems moft fimiJar 
to ours ; and, no doubt, for wife ends, our minds are 
thus clothed with abftradednefs, and feparated from do- 
meftic bleflings : for our eye then being fmgle, and we 
coniidering ourfelves fervants that have need to watch 
every pointing of the Mafter, we are in the greater 
fitnefs to receive that divine light, in which, and by 
which only, every iervice ijk the church can be rightly 
accompliihed.'' 

— — " We are convinced it is right for thofe who 
go into Scotland, to go without plans, or fixed times for 
things, and fimply to attend, day by day, to the open- 
ings of truth, giving up their time freely, and confider* 
-ing themfelves in no refpeA their own. Such as thus 
&ithfully vifit Scotland, and get deep enough in their 
minds to bring up fuch weapons as will penetrate the 
minds of the people, and reach the divine life, rather 
than' aim merely at convincing the judgment, will have, 
I am perfuaded, great iervice in that land, and find the 
&ee dedication of their time to be an acceptable facri- 
fice/^ 

. *^ We have now got as into our own camp, 
where clbfe painful labour is often our lot ; which being 
almoft continual, and without apparent efFefb, we are 
ibmetimes ready to ihrink from the work, and turn 6ur 
faces homeward, confidering ourfelves, in every fenfe of 
the word, unprofitable fervants. But I have thus far 
found, that when we have been fo reduced, as hath been 
the cafe, that we durft not look for great things, divine 
ib-ength hath been moil adminiftered, and the blefTings < 
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The next day we refted, and on third day were at 
Shields, fourth at Sunderland, fifth at Beniieldfide, 
fixth at Newbiggin, ferenth at Allondale, firft at 
Aldfton, and fecond at Cornwood : at all which, 
the eiFeSs of an inattention to the unerring fpiritual 
guide, were deeply felt by usj and, from place to 
place, our fpirits were pained in viewing the declen- 
fion and defolation which have fpread themfelves, 
even amongft the foremoft clafles of the people ; fo 
jthat fome of thofe who have appeared as fhepherds 
over the flock, have been overtaken therewith, 
iinitten by the hand of the enemy, and proved their 
difqualification for fervices whereby ipany that knew 

jliat attend ojir thus dwelling in the deeps, have been 
jcouched under thefe feelings ; and the fpirit pf difcem- 
jnent hath (b proceeded therefrom, that we have had 
humbly to admire the dealings pf the divine hand, which» 
by reducing his fervants, exalteth his own caufe. When 
(elf is mod brought down> there is leaf!; anxiety about 
,the fruits of our labou;- ; they are left to the great Huf- 
bandman, who caufeth the rain to defcend on the joft, 
jand on the unjuft; and furely it is enough for us to 
experience our meat and our drink to be an obedience to 
the will of our heavenly Father : for thereby, we get 
food that the world. knows not of, and fed ourfelve« 
bound to his truth, though many may forfakc it. We 
^re reconciled to fuffer therewith, feeing with an eye of 
faith, that notwithflanding the declenfion amongft U5, 
fhe fmiting of the fhepherds, fome in being happily 
removed from t:he evil to come, and others by the hand 
of the enemy, and the fcattering of the Iheep, yet the 
promife will be fulfilled, upon the little ones : and thefe 
keeping ^o their Judge and Lawgiver, (hall with the Lamb, 
experience a yiaory." 
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not the fure foundation, but whofe eyes were fixed 
upon man, and whofe walking was circumfcribed by 
the appearance of others, have been fcattered from 
the place of true feeding, and thus want an anchor 
to their fouls in the time of trial. This the fpirit of 
truth would have amply fupplied, had it been made 
die object of their refearches, inftead of the honour, 
the wiidom, and the compli<;^ted gratifications of 
man in his depraved ftate. But in the courfe of thefe 
meetings, particularly at Newbiggin, Allondale, and 
Cornwood, we felt an evidence that the divine 
promife will be fulfilled upon the little ones, and 
that there are of this number, who, if they keep 
faithful under the preparing hand, will be raifed up 
to be ftandard-bearers in the work and houfe of 
their God. But oh the danger of even thefe, that 
have been feveral times dipped as in Jordan, not 
abiding the day of further trial, wherein nothing but 
the pure gold will ftand ; becaufe the fiery baptifm 
of the fpirit, is fo fuperior to every thing but what 
is of Its own durable nature, that whatever has been 
mixed with it muft, in this teft, be fwept away; 
that the veflel which is formed of the refidue, may 
be fo pure as to be entitled to the infcription of, 
** holinefs unto the Lord." 

As it is for vrant of this patient dedication of 
heart to the operation of truth, that many velTels 
amongft us have been little better than founding 
hrafs, or tinkling cymbals to the people, having no 
authority from that of which they fpoke, nor dif- 
covering an alliance to the mafler by following his 
hjoly pattern, my heart has beea led fervently to 
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implore for myfelf, ^d ft)r a number of thefi?, to 
whom I felt united in our heavenly Father's love, 
that whatfoever may be the fufferings of the prefent 
Jay, and howfoever one naay fell on one hand, and 
another on another^ our eye niay be fixed on the 
Rock of our ftrengdi, and our faith fo repleni£hed, 
that though the feet may be placed as in the very 
bottom of Jordan, we may not flinch therefrom, nor 
ieek an eafier path than that which the wreftling feed 
iof Jacob have ever trod ; nor have any greater joy 
Aan to be united by an exercife of fpirit to our holy 
Head, whether in fuffering or in rejoicing. We 
had, in all thefe places, the renewed aififtance of that 
fpirit which helpeth our infirmities, teacheth how to 
pray and travail in fpirit, and how to minifter to the 
ilates of the people j whereby fome of the bidden 
things of darknefs were fearched out, the ftrayed of 
the flock invited to the fold, and the little travail- 
ing remnant were encouraged to go forward on 
their way. 

We had an uniting feafon at Cornwood, in that 
pure fellowlhip of fpirit, which fupplieth every 
member in the body with fre(h vigour to perform its 
function. From hence, with our friends M. J. and 
J, W. we went to a meeting in Cumberland : it was 
' time of deep exercife of mind, but in faitbfulnefe 
thereto, the power of truth rofe into dominion, and 
^e had reafon to hope it was a profitable hme to 
divers. We left this place, and in the afternoon 
were at another meeting, which was, for a time, 
painful beyond defcription j but by an humble wait- 
ipgi it W^s difypyef ^d that the people were fed with 
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an unfound miniftiy, that the ark v^s taken Into 
the hands of the uncircumcifed, and that diere was 
a number who loved to have it fo. The power and 
authority of truth arofe, by which we were enabled 
to place judgment on that fpirit, which was feeking 
to fupport the teftimony with unfanAified hands, 
and to have their honour from men, forgetting that 
holy anointing and preparation of heart, whereby 
the Lord becomes fandified in all thofe that draw 
nigh unto him ; and the bread that he gives them to 
break receives a bleffing upon it, in that it ihall not 
be void, but prove a vifitation of his love to thofe 
to whom it is fent, whether they will hear or for- 
bear* Here we had afrefh to obferve, that where 
xbinifters maintain their inward exercHe, and keep 
near to their gifts, the fpirit of true difcemment, 
which fearcheth all things, is not wanting to prove, 
from the line in y/hkh it leads them, the reditude 
of their miniftry to the living and wife in heart ; 
who judge not by the fight of the eye, or the 
hearing of the ear, but by the unerring evidence of 
truth, which remains to be the favour of life unto 
life. Our minds were thankful, under the freih fenfe 
of divine favour and ftrength, in being found worthy 
to fuffer with the fufFering feed, and with the little 
remnant that are thus exercifed, and who belong to 
this meeting : to thefe, though they are weak, the 
bread of encouragement was broken. 

Next morning we fet forward, and on our way, 
I received an account from my hu(band, who was 
then in London, of the death of his father, and 
that he jpurpofed going over with the friends who 
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had attended the yearly meeting, to accompany his 
fifter, and to pay a viiit to his mother and friends, 
on this afFe£ting occafion ; reafons with which my 
judgment led me to coincide, though I felt myfelf 
deeply aiFeded with fo unexpe£ted a circumftance ; 
and having received a letter, conveying forrowful 
intelligence on various fubjedts, I was ready, with 
the additional concern of the important^ fervice in 
which we were engaged, to fink under the -general 
prefTure of my mind. But, in this iituation, I had 
frefh caufe to recur to that divine and invifible arm 
which drew me out ; and in the feeling whereof I 
could then fay, with a degree of holy confidence, 
« Lord, I have left all to follow thee,** to that ftation 
into which I apprehended myfelf called, though 
but a child, and to nothing (hort of a difciple of 
the Lamb, to fight under his banner, and to prefer 
his work to every gratification or concern of my 
own. I found it was an eafy thing to fay, I will, 
follow thee wherefoever thou leadeil ; but when our 
fidelity is tried with crofs occurrences in our natural 
feelings, united to the freih painful fenfe, that the 
foxes have holes, &c. then are we ready to fhrink, 
and defire that the cup may pafs from us, forgetting 
that all muft be left to the great Difpofer of all 
things ; that fo, with holy confidence, our refolutions 
may be, " though thou flay me, yet will I trufl in 
thee." Under this difpenfation, I was afrefli ftripped, 
and became a fuppliant at wifdom's gate j where, I 
found I had nothing to receive for my help, but a 
patient fubmiffion to the divine will, and renewed 
flxength, fimply and fingly, to wait, not only re-!- 
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fpefting clrcumftances relating to my focial con- 
cerns) but in the line of my religious duty, and in 
the exercife of the gift ; feeing that it is only when 
the eye is fingle, that the body is full of light. 

We attended the next meeting, which for a time 
Was inexpref&bly dark and painful ; but being engaged 
fervently to travail for the refurre£Uon of life, we 
had. renewedly to acknowledge, that our labours 
were blefled, and flrength afforded for that time, to 
awaken a number from a flate of fpiritual death, and 
to fhew them the deplorable fituations they were in. 
We proceeded to another meeting, and on firfl day 
attended both the meetings there; in the firft of 
which we were enabled to relieve our minds fi'om 
the weight which, in the forepart, deeply aflFe£ted 
us, and it was a time of renewed favour. Numbers 
will not hear either the Mailer or the fervant when 
found doctrine is delivered unto them : but the 
mod: fine gold becoming changed, and they remem- 
bering fomething of the work of the Refiner, but 
not keeping under it themfelves, are making fome- 
what for the people which is fpecious, and feeds their 
itching ears, but which at the fame time is putting 
death into the pot : fo that for want of thofe that 
hear, recurring to the witnefs for God, the true fpirit 
of prophecy, the feed of the kingdom becomes 
ftifled, and total infenfibility enfues; a flate over 
which, in this county, we had deeply to mourn. 
The meeting in the afternoon was filent, and our 
minds preferved in great refignation. 

On 3d day following we went to Moorhoufe and 
Kirkbride, on 4th were at Wigton and Bolton, on 5th 
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at Berkfoot and at Mai-yport, and on 6th at Allonbjf 
and Broughton. The clofenefs of the exercife in 
meetings, and in travelling, had by this time fenfibly 
afFe£led or reduced our ftrength and fpirits; but 
rcfting on yth day with a fk-iend helped to reftore us 
a little : yet the wounded and captivated ftate of us 
as a people, and efpecially in this county, renders a 
little prefcnt reft, like the eating of the paffbver 
with bitter herbs : for how can the fervant rejoice 
where the Matter reigns not. 

On I ft day we fat with the friends at PardfhaWy 
where divine regard was Venev/edly extended to us 
and to them, in opening the book of His law, and 
difcovering the tranfgreffions of the profeflbrs thereof. 
The fame evening we rode to Whitehaven, and 
had a meeting there the next day the loth, whieh 
was painful ; but a little opprefftd remnant were 
ftrengthened : for which thankfulnefs ought to arife» 
and gratitude cover oiir fpirits, notwithftanding we^ 
as the poor fervants and oiF^fcouring of all things, 
are often abafed under the fenfe of our own norhing- 
nefs, and of our omiffions and commifEons ; for on 
thefe the compaffionate eye of th6 Mafter condefcends 
to look, when we fee ourfelves, and are proftrate 
before him, under the fenfe how liable we are to 
fwerve to the right hand or to the left, from the 
clear "and pure openings of truth in our religious 
fervices, without a clofe attention of mind thereto. 
This requires a previous ftrippednefs and baptifm 
of fpirit, that our own afiivity may be reduced, and 
fubjedt:ed to the Power that quickeneth and giveth 
life J and that, likewife, unprofitable timidity and fear 
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t^ man, may become fo removed, that we can, with 
finglenefs and refignation, depend folely upon the 
fimple revelation of the divine will. For though it 
is needful for our refinement, and fitnefs for fervice, 
'to be clothed with thp fenfe of our weaknefi, and 
the infufficiency of our wifdom and difcernment in 
Ac myfteries of the kingdom, and in performing the 
feaft work for the fpiritual building; yet on this^ 
when cdled to labour, our eye fliould not be fixed, 
Imt reft, with fiiitfa, on the invifible arm of divine 
power ; that being in a fituation ready to receive 
help from it, we may be therewith content, and 
£uroHred with that Ueffing which renders acceptable 
&e fmalleft offering, or the bread that may be com- 
pared but to the barley loaf. 

We went to another meetbg, where things are 
very low, fome of the members being fi> weak as ta 
let fall fome of the fundamental principles of our 
profeffioni whereby the few that are ^ithful are 
^opprefled with the feed, and are ready to fink under 
difcouragements, and alfo with fome appearances in 
the miniftry, concerning which we felt no anfwer 
cf life as unto life. Here we lodged at the houie 
of our valuable friends J. and B. D, who next day 
accompanied us, with fome other friends, to Kefwick, 
where we. had a pretty large and ^tis^idory meeting 
amongft the town's people. On fifth day the 
thirteenth, we attended the week-day meeting, 
and monthly feledt meeting at Greyfouthen, where 
gracious condefcenfion was eminently extended to 
us, and to the members thereof; and we parted with 
many of our friends on that fide, in much aScdionate 
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feUowlhip, and fympathy with each other's tried 
iituations, arifing from the deep dedenfion and defo<- 
latibn which widely fpread over us as a people. 
. Next morning we rode to Ifell meeting, in a very 
ftormy tempeftuous day, {o much fo, that the friends 
belonging to the meeting durft not venture out, 
except three men, for whom, in a cold xiamp meet- 
ing-houfe, we waited in our wet cloaths three 
quarters of an hour j having no better accommoda- 
tions for ourfelves or horfes, than a bare (belter From 
the heavy rain that fell here. We fat down with our 
guides, and the few that came, ready to conclude 
that, under thefe circumftances, it would be an 
unavailing attempt to have our minds properly ftayed ; 
but he who mercifully condefcends to viiit the twa 
or three that gather in his name, was pleafed emi- 
nently to own us that day. I remembered, and had 
to open the paflage, ^^ Blefied is that fervant that 
watcheth, and keepeth his garment, and who, when 
his Lord cometh, is found ready.'' It appeared to 
my mind that all thofe who have enlifted under the 
i^iritual unconquered Captain, have received a 
mark thereof, a change of heart, an awful covering 
of fpirit, a loving of one another, and means whereby 
fuch niight ftand in readinefs for the> word of com- 
mand ; and that therefore the peculiar bleifing of the 
divine hand refts upon thefe &ithful fervants, who 
when not a£tually in fervice, fo remember their 
office, as to be fit, when called thereto, to flep into 
it, aad move only in that raiment, and with that 
ajrmour, which the mailer gives. them. For want of 
this watchful attentive care, in times of withdrawing, 
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many amongft us, when there has been an opening 
for labour, have not been found ready, nor approved 
worthy, to advocate the heavenly caufe; and thus the 
warfare has not been maintained, but the battle is 
retarded, Ifrad falls before his enemies, and the 
accurfed thing is in the tribe of Judah. 

At the clofe of this meeting, where my mind had 
been led to centre to a quiet dependance on the 
fmallefl evidence of the divine will, after fome dajrt 
of deep probation, and frequent defertion of fpirit, 
the aforeiaid paflage, ^< blefied is that fervant, &c." 
powerfully revived and fpread before me, and, with 
a voice intelligible to my fpiritual ear, applied it to 
m3Helf; which introduced fuch a calm over my- 
mind, and feparation from the natural feelings 
thereof, as I never before experienced. Under this 
fenfe, I concluded it was the lafl meeting I fhould 
ever be at; that the dedication of my heart, and 
fome afflidive difpenfations that were paft, had 
proved acceptable, and that now there was no ob- 
flru£tion to my final difTolution, nor an attachment 
in me to any thing below : a fituation of mind fo 
different from what I ufually felt, when I have 
feared that the clofenefs of my connections had the 
afcendency over my love and travail of fpirit for 
. the caufe of truth, that I wondered at the change. 
I looked towards my friends, faw fome of them in 
their places, and feeling myfelf in my own, without 
a cord to break, I apprehended that, in a very little 
time, I fhould be gathered to that eternal habitation 
of reft, whereinto I never before fo fenfibly entered, 
and of which I had never fuch a foretafte. It was 
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nothing that elated me, my natural ideas were dor* 
mant| but what I experienced feemed folid fubftan-* 
tial truth. After the meeting broke up, and I was 
making the neceffary preparations for proceeding to 
iht next meeting, there was no interruption to my 
mind, till riding along the road, M'ith a fi-efh 
awful application to the Lord, and breathing that I 
might not reft too much under this impref&on, and 
that if there was any other end to anfv^er than 
what I had feen, it might be difcovered; left by 
looking too much at an opening fo comfortable to 
myfelf, I ihould be in danger of neglefting a con- 
tinued exercife of fpirit, and the fervice I might be 
called to from place to place; and thereby render 
that which was intended a bleffing, a block in my 
way in preffing after fo defirable an end as had 
opened therein : thus waiting to fee further the way 
^aft up for me, I thought I clearly difcovered, that 
it was a mark of divine regard at tKat time extended, 
in order to fhew me the excellent ultimate effeft of 
wh^t I had had to open to others, and the need 
there was for me to attend to it myfelf, during the 
Courfe of my own pilgrimage ; and alfo to remove 
an idea, that the ties of nature are fo interwoven 
with my attachment to eternal excellency aftd purity, 
that the feparation muft be like the furnace being 
heated feven times hotter than it had before been 
experienced. Inftead of this, I had to behold, in 
humble admiration, the works of an almighty hand 
in the deeps; and how, when 'our hearts are upright 
before him, he invifibly works our deliverance, by 
means which the unenlightened underftanding of 
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man cannot comprehend. When the power of truth 
predominates, we fee, in the viiion* of light, its 
fuperiority to every natural endowment or gratifica- 
tion ; fo that the infurmountable difficulties that are 
beheld by the natural eye, are fubje<^ed, and the 
mountain of the Lord is exalted on the top of all 
the hills. In commemoration of this token of divine 
regard, my mind is bowed, under the fenfe of my 
own unworthinefs, and how unable I am, notwitb* 
ftanding this view, to dwell in a ftate of prefervatioa 
and acceptance, without wreftling, from time to 
time, for that faith which overcometh, a|id that 
patience whereby we are kept in the hour of tempta* 
tion : for ^^ except the Lord keep the city, the watch- 
" man waketh but in vain." 

After the meeting at Ifell we went to C(4dbeck> 
where we had a fufFering time, but were enabled in 
a good degree to fearch out the caufe. Next day 
we attended a meeting at Mofedale, where we had 
comfortably to obferve that the Matter's feet had. 
been, though in general things are very low. On 
firft day, the fixteenth, we were at both their meet- 
ings at Penrith, where we painfully felt the oppre£- 
fion of the feed, as in many other places. That 
evening we rode to Terril, and next morning had a 
meeting there ; where the neceffity of thof<^ who are 
called to the miniftry fitting loofe from outward 
connedions and profits, and following the Matter 
whitherfoever he leads them, was clearly fet forth* 
From hence we went ,to Strickland meeting, and on 
our way, I had a fall from my horfe, by which I 
was hurt, but attended the meeting, which was 
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favoured, and I gradually recovered. From Strick- 
land we went to Hawlcfhead, and from thence to 
Swarthmore, where many not of our fociety at- 
tended ; and it proved an eminently favoured feafbn. 
Our next meeting was at Height, which was a low 
time. 

We then proceeded to another meeting, refted 
and wrote on 7th day, and on firft fat both their 
meetings; where we had fecretly to mourn over, and 
publicly to difcover, the afFefting fituation of thofe 
who, from year to year, have been divinely favoured, 
and, like the vineyard we read of, dug about, fenced, 
and vifited by the good Hu(bandman. But oh, the 
falling fliort ! one may plant, and another may water, 
yet as the increafe is of the Lord, and He not being 
devotedly fought unto for that dew of heaven which 
renders us fruitful, and that pruning hand which 
would keep the branches clean, numbers, after having 
been planted choice vines, hare become the degene- 
rate plants of a Arrange vine unto the Lord ; and 
notwithftanding they keep a greennefs, and an ap- 
pearance of life, it was clear to the view of our 
minds, that if there were not a getting deeper, even 
to the wa(hing pool, and being ftripped of themfelves, 
the princes alfo arifmg fiom the duft of the earth, 
and anointing the fhield, fpiritual death will greatly 
increafe amongft them, and the judgments of the 
Lord for difobedience will enfue. 

The week following we took Prefton, Grayrig, 
Sedberg, Dent, Garfdale, Ravenftonedale, and Lar- 
tin^ton ; and alfo had a fatisfa£tory meeting at Bovtres, 
where are none of our fociety i and at the others, 
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we were favoured with ftrength for the exercife that 
fell to ouf lot therein. The firft day following^ we 
attended the meeting at Staindrop, and another in the 
evening at Bifliop Aukland; on fecond day we 
went to Durham, and attended the feveral fittings 
of the quarterly meeting : in all which we were 
enabled, far beyond our expeiSbition, to relieve our 
minds, by honeftly, in the fear of the Lord, and not 
of man, expreffing our fenfe of the ftate of things 
amongft them ; and it was a time, of renewed £ivour. 
From thence we went forward, and were at a meeting 
wherein the uncircumcifed fpirit was painfuUy felt to 
prevail in the forepart thereof; but our help and 
fafety depending upon our going down to the brook, 
we were engaged patiently to wait for divine clothing, 
knowing that it> would be dangerous to go againft 
them in untried armour, notwithftanding the caufe 
might be good : and we may thankfully fay, that 
good is the word of the Lord, and efficacious to the 
fmiting of the Goliahs of this day." 

Her own account of this journey ends here; 
but it appears that (he proceeded from this place to 
Stockton and Yarm, vifiting the meetings there; 
went back to Benfieldfide, then, to Ayton, Bilfdale, 
and Kirby, and returned home about the middle of 
the feventh month. 

After fhe had got out of Scotland, ihe and her 
companion feft their minds difpofed to falute the 
friends of the monthly meeting of Old Mcldrum with 
an epiftle 5 a copy whereof follows. 
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Dear Friends ! 
" As in our travelling along, we have frequentljr 
fek our minds covered with an earneft engagement 
for your prefervation, and a fcnfe of the love of our 
heavenly Father towards you, which engaged us to 
pay you a vifit, we are drawn in the renewed ex- 
tendings thereof, to falute you with a few lines, 
and, according to the ability received, to ftrengthen 
the little life that is amongft you ; that the elders 
may be gathered to the true place of feeding, the 
middle-aged arifing may become men and women of 
valour for God, and the youth having examples fet 
before their eyes of a fteady circumfpeft walking, 
feafoned with divine virtue, may be engaged, by the 
efficacy of the fame holy principle, to fucceed .their 
parents, and the faithful in all ages, in carrying for- 
ward the Lord's work, and in His name, which is 
His power, fetting up their banners. But, dear 
friends, as there arc many impediments Which have 
hindered us as a people, both in this land and in 
yours, from advancing in our fpiritual progrcfs, and 
increafing our ftrcngth in the Lord, let us inquire 
into the caufe whence they have come, and to what 
they will tend. For if we had kept to the fure foun- 
dation, and in all things confidered ourft/ves the 
followers of a crucified Lord, rather than nominal 
members of a religious fociety, and been concerned 
to walk even as He walked, the fnares of the enemy 
would not have prevailed to have led fo many captives 
into a ftrange land; becaufe, againfc the Rock of 
ages, whereon we might have been built, the gates of 
hell ihall never be able to prevaiU But for watat cf 
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keeping an eye open to this prefervtng Power, a 
fpirit of indifferency hath crept in, and, wbilft many 
have (lept, tares have been Town ; which as they 
(pring up, have had a tendency to choke the good 
feed; thofe tender impreffions, and reproofs of in- 
firu&ion, which would have prepared our fpirits, and 
have bound them to the holy law and tefti monies of 
truth. Thus, ftrength hath been wanting to main- 
tain the difcijdine of the church, in that purity 
wherein it was firft eftablifhed; and a door hath 
opened for increafing liberties. Hence, hath enfued 
a mixing with the fjpirit and cuftoms of the world ; 
fo that thofe who have not been taught the fame 
do£irines, but are looking upon us, may query, 
« Where is your God ? *' feeing, that though we 
profefs to be led and guided by the fpirit of truth, 
our fruits differ not from theirs; but ttie crofs is 
removed out of the way. 

As one deviation from the path our predeceflbrs 
walked in, conformably to the precepts of Chrift, 
painfully affe£i:ed our minds, both when our lot was 
caft amongft you and fince, we feel hot eafy 
without renewedly obferving, that, in the promifc 
of the reftoration to Ifrael, it was (aid, " I wjU turn 
to the people a pure language;" and knowing that 
4his gofpel day is ftill more glorious than that, if we 
did but live in the light thereof, which would clearly 
difcover to us the corrupt fpurce of flattering titles, 
and of feeking to gratify the vain mind of man, how 
can we, without facrificing the principle of truth, 
which leads and guides into ^1 tiuth, give up that 
E 
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f)ure language to which our forelathers were turned, 
Md adopt the unfound words of You to a iingk 
])erfon; and calling the days of the week and months 
by the heathen names ; and thofe, our mafters and 
iniftreflcs, who are not really lb; forgetting the 
command to call no man mafter. Is not this 
returning to the night of apoftafy, and in our 
<iealings and converfe with men, crucifying afrefh 
the Son of God, and putting him to open ihame, by 
thus denying him, or refufing to bear his ^rols and 
teftimony to the world ? 

" We believe there is a number amongft yoa, 
who, by example, have been trained in a deviation 
from our holy profeffion; and thefe we tenderly 
addrefs, and exhort to feel for themfelves after the 
influence of that holy fpirit, which leads its followers 
in the fame path, however remote from outward help 
their Atuations in life may be $ for the peculiar pri* 
vilege of thefe is, they need not that any man. teach 
them, but as tUs fame divine anointing teacheth 
them all things, Thoiigh you may have but few to 
firengthen your hands^ by their example and iym«- 
patby wijth yoa in your honeft endeavours to break 
down the partition walls, which the enemy has raifed 
to prevent your advancement to the perfeft day of 
God; yet be not difmayed in your labours, but 
remember the fervent zeal of our predeceffors in the 
truth; how they endured the perfecutions of that 
day, and how, with unconquerable fortitude and 
refignation to the Lord's will, they fteadily purfued 
the path of true felf-denial, and fought the good 
ifigbt of faith. And if we, in ibk day of deep 
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^eclenflon, look to the Rock of omf ftrength, we 
cannot fail to find that it is a day which calls for 
diligence ; and that whatever pointings of duty we 
are favoured with^ our prefervation depends upon a 
faithfulnefs thereto. And therefore, beloved friends^ 
be ye engaged to fee what it is that keeps you in a 
Hate of weaknefs, and prevents your feeling the 
flrengthening and confblating influence of the fpirit 
of Chrifl ; that {oy you may be enabled to remove 
the impediment out of the way, be fiiithful to the 
Lord, and fhmd in the authority of his truth ; that 
endeavouring to rule your own houfes well, and to 
have your children in fubjedlion with all gravity, 
you may know his baptizing power upon your (pirits^ 
in your aflembling together; and your iecret proflra- 
tion and fervent breathings, will be acceptable to 
his holy eye, and blefTed by his bountiful hand : and 
in your meetings for difcipline, you will likewife be 
feafbned with the fait of the covenant, and by your 
honefl endeavours to keep the camp clean from ail 
diforderly walkers, you will grow ftronger and 
flronger, and your minds become united together in 
the bond of true peace. Thus, may it pleafe the 
Lord to operate upon your fpirits, and to influence 
the youth amongfl you to a watchful attention to 
their thoughts', their words, and anions ; that being. 
preferved from mixing with thofe who would draw 
away their minds from the difcoveries of truth, and 
-centre them in the corrupt lai^age, and changeable 
cuftoms of the world^ they may prefer a religious 
a)|Kfulnefs upon their fpirits, and feek for that pure. 
fear of the Lord which is a fountain of life, preferv- 
E z 
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ing from the fnares of death, and fecuring a fafe 
hiding-place in the day of trouble. 

With fatisfadtion we acknowledge, diat we felt, 
whilft with you, that the hand of the Lord has been 
at work upon the minds of the youth, and that feme 
of thefe have fubmitted thereto ; to whom our fjpirits 
were and are led into near fympathy, and filled 
with an earneil defire for their prefervation and pro- 
grefs in that good work which is begun in their 
hearts. Be encouraged, beloved friends, to hold on 
your way, and more fully to fubmit your necks to 
the holy yoke, that thereby you may be made willing 
to fuffer for the caufe of truth: and though you 
may not have many examples and helpers in the 
Lord, yet being engaged to dwell near the Root of 
divine life, and feeking for ftrength therefrom, you 
will feel the progreflive difpenfation of 'the heavenly 
Vifitant, and grow in ftature, from the ftate of 
children, to young men in the Lord. Let fituations 
be what they may, and outward advantages ever fo 
great, we are abundantly convinced, that whoever 
experience an inheritance in the truth, and an 
eftabliihment therein, muft purchafe it for them- 
felves, learn to live on manna of their own gather- 
ing, and know from whence all their frefli fprings 
proceed. 

And now, dear friends, the fervent defire of our 
fpirits is, that you may be ftirred up to a renewed 
fenfe of the declenfion of the prefent day, and under 
it, be engaged to feek for ftrength to ftablifli you in 
every good word and work > that being clothed with 
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« zeal according to knowledge, for the profperity 
of Zioh, and the enlargement of her borders, you 
may become eftablifhed as a city fet upon a hill^ 
having the light of the gofpel day upon your 
dwellings. 

M, P. 
Bekfieldside, is. G« 

Jtb Month J thy 1782. 
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fljit to ber Hufignd^s Relations in Ireland* — Journef 
inU Norfolk^ (ic-^ViJit to tho Meetings of Friends 
* in Ireland. 

« 

rl the izth month, 17829 fhe felt an inclination 
and freedom of mind, to accompany her hufband 
into Ireland, on a vifit to their relations. The 
deeply inftru6live exercifes which (he met with pre- 
vioufly to her landing in Ireland ; with her humble 
watchful ftate of mind and engagements there, may 
in part be colle£ted from the following letters, which^ 
except the iirft, fhe wrote in that land. 

■ " This place (Holyhead) is uncomfortable 

to ftay at, amongft a great deal of company, and no 
woman but myfelf ; and though it is made eafier 
by their great civility, yet the journey altogether is 
an awful thing. On furveying my inducements for 
coming, and impartially examining myfelf, I have 
not yet found any uneafmefs, though I am low, and 
our prefent fituation is a trial of both faith and 
patience. Indeed the many rocks and fhoals attend- 
ing us, in our religious and civil concerns through 
this trying pilgrimage, will, I apprehend, ever prove 
a trial of thefe j and therefore, by the diredion of 
the Beft of Pilots, to guard againft them, and to 
fteer wifely through life, is the work of our day j 
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and will open moft clearly the proiped of the havei> 
of durable reft." 

I " I was greatly pleafed when we got'ta 

Holyhead, hoping foon to be in Dublin, and dreading^ 
the water but little. . Here our difappointments 
began. We went out to fea next day, were toiled 
about for fourteen hours, and I then returned ex-^ 
ceedingly ill ; fo much fo, that it became a matter of 
doubt to my hufband whether he fhould not have 
' to bury me there. I diought as foon as my head 
was laid after our return, that I pereeived a cup 
bitterer than death ; for that deaths except on 
Rr G«'s account, I (hould not have regretted, fo 
(haded are all die domeftic enjoyments and temporal 
bleffings of life, when, abftrafled from them, we are 
called upon, faithfully and with iingl^nefs of heart, 
to do the will of our heavenly Father. To have a 
meeting at Holyhead prefented with great weight, 
and at the fame time the appearance of things told 
me that,, on various accounts, (my own bodily weak* 
neis not the leaft) it was an impoiHbility. I wa» 
afraid, but I think I was not rebellious. In tho 
depth of diftrefs-,. I offered myfelf as one unaWe to 
anfwer the requiring,, hoping the offering would be 
accepted, and that fome ram would be caught in thp 
thicket. Here the call-feemed renewed to obedience^ 
and not facrifice v and I faw that if any thing fhort 
of the demand was offered,, though I even exerted ' 
myfelf in faithfulnefs in Ireland, as I pro.nifed to do> 
I might be fuffered to *fall into a fnare, and return 
from' thence^ inftead of the reward of peace, witb^ 
E 4. 
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the query. Who hath required this at thy hands ? 
Prefent obedience, and fubfervience to the operation 
of truth on our minds, is no doubt what will pre- 
ferve us on this fea of glafs mingled with fire ; for if 
we keep with the life, and move therein, it will keep 
us humble, reduce our confidence in the flefli, and 
draw us down into fufFering with it. When our 
dwelling is as amongft the pots, and no goodlinefs 
remained! in us, then we know in whom is eternal 
help, and the travail of our fpirits is for ability to 
look towards his holy habitation. 

Our firft failing was on fourth day, and by fixth 
day I was got fomething better, when the captain 
and a great number of paflengers were difpofed to 
fail, and none of them more fo than ourfelves, if the 
wind would take us, which, according to the feelings 
of my mind, I believed would not : but I have no 
caufe to think it was unacceptable to try the fleece 
again ; which we did, and after getting out of the 
harbour, the wind turned againft us, and grew very 
rough. The veffel was violently tofled, and at one 
time we were in great danger of foundering. I lay 
as quietJy as I could, beholding the wonders of an 
almighty hand concerning us; and in the deeps, 
both fpiritually and temporaijlyj I felt myfelf a Jonah, 
when the people were crying, that there was one on 
board; and all was tremendous about me. The 
danger we were in was evident, but my hope never 
failed me j which I efteemed an unfpeakable favour, 
and which led me to a greater willingnefe than I had 
before felt, to give up to the meeting, or any thing 
elfe that was required. We were out this time 
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but about four hours, and after we landed, a large 
merchant fhip was wrecked in our fight, but no lives 
loft. My Situation now became awful; there feemed 
no way but refignednefs to the meeting, and that I 
eould not fee was to be till firft day. My hufband I 
perceived was afraid, for he confidered us accountable 
for whatever the caufe fuiFered by us, efpecially as* 
there never was a meeting there before. 

On firft day morning we were tried again, for the 
wind being fair, we prepared for failing, and when- 
all was ready for going on board, a ftorm came on,- 
and the captain durft not venture to loofe the fhip** 
in the harbour, believing that if he did, it would be 
foon wrecked. We then returned again, and the 
time came on for the people to go to fome place of 
worftiip; when finding an empty houfe near the- 
inn, we engaged it, and felt moft eafy to give notice 
to but a few, that we were going to fit in our ufual^ 
manner to worfliip, and that if they, or any others, 
chofe^to accompany us, we had no objedion. Before 
we got to the place, many were there, and more 
Mowed; and to our humble admiration, divine 
affiftance was near, and wonderfully helped us over 
that fitting. At the conclufion, the people were 
defirous of another in the evening, which, when we 
had confidered it, we confented to; and I may 
venture to fay, it was crowned with good, and the 
melting operation of truth appeared to be experienced 
by many of the people, who behaved with great 
folidity. The next evening tide fuited for our paflagc,, 
and with peaceful minds we embarked, and were but 
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nine Tiours from bay to bay. Thus have we caufe 
to turn back to this page of our lives, with humble 
gratitude of mind, and to acknowledge that a fimple 
pointing of duty, and a fimple difcharge thereof, is 
produdive of folid fatisfadion; .when, on die other 
band, no exertion or anxiety of our own, can furnifli 
%% with one grain of it, nor can we, by taking 
thought, add one cubit to our ftature ! ** 

> ** Often, very often, fince I faw your 

feces, has my mind vifited you In affe£tionate near- 
mefs ; but I have feldom felt greater inability, than 
iince I came into this land, thus to converfe with 
my friends; for as our coming was fudden^ it has 
occafioned deep fearchings of heart, for prefer* 
ration, and direction how to move in the line of 
wifdom.*' 

** We met with a very cordial reception in Ire- 
land; the hoipitality and affeAion of our friends 
Were not unacceptable to a poor ftranger like mo ; 
neverthelefs my mind has not feemed at liberty, as 
If could have wifbed, to enjoy that fociety which is 
gratifying to felf. It Is good fat us renewedly to 
feel ourfelices not our own, to ftand refigned to the 
divine will, and to know it to be our meat and drink 
to do it. Every little additional experience tends to 
convihce us, that herein confifts our moft folid and 
permanent fatisfadlion ; and were our difpofition of 
reilftance to the painful preparation for devotednefs 
removed, we fhould more often have feelingly to 
acknowledge, that with the divine bleflings, there is 
added no forrow; but we make forrows for our«- 
felves, we add that which our gracious Benefa£lor 



SARAH GRUB B. 83 

bath not in ftore for u^ A path exempt from 
trials is what I have no right to expeS> and what I 
hope I am learning not to defire. A patient Tub* 
miffion to every divine difpenfation, is what I wiih 
ibr anincreafe of; that fo, the mingled cup of h'fe 
may prove a profitable draught, and imprefs me, 
more and more, with ah humble fenfe of the multi- 
plied bleffings beftowed upon me: for by this means, 
I believe we (ball increafe in knowledge how to 
move and condudl ourfelves, amidft the various 
temptations, befetments, and crofs occurrences, in* 
cident to this probationary ftate/' 

" Wc went pretty dire£Uy from Dublin for Clon^ 
mel, after the half-year's meeting, and fpent two 
days very much to my inftrudlion, at Ballitore.— 
We ftaid about ten days amongft oUf relations, who 
are valuable and kind, and then went for Carlow 
quarterly meeting, where were Robert Valentine and 
his companion, &c« I think, upon the whole, it was 
ft very favoured gatherings though here, as in our 
land, the world and its fpirit ha^ made great 
devaftation and fcattering amongft the gathered 
tribes." 

M « We look with a degree of fatisfeftion at 

our return. A little reft to body and mind will 
be truly acceptable, as our vifit to our relations feems 
now completed. Our pailage through this land 
has been encumbered with many thorns, and attended 
with many trials unforefeen by us. It is a day of 
deep humiliation, and it fometimejj looks as if our 
judgment were taken away. I want not to make 
complaints; I wilb rather to profit by what I have 
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fuiFered, and reap inftrudion from every renewed 
difpenfation of infinite kindnefs ; feeling myfelf un- 
worthy of the leaft of His benefits^ and that, with- 
out His peculiar care, I (hall be overwhelmed, and 
warped afide from the ftability of the truth : but by 
being baptized into a deep fenfe of my own weak* 
ne{s and frailty, i have been led to acknowledge, 
that even the bitter things are fweet; feeing that, 
in infinite wifdom, they are ordered for the 
ftrengthening of our fpiritual appetite, and bring* 
ing down that part in us which is at enmity with 
the crofs, and loves not its government in thie 
mind.** 



Her home for feveral years after her marriage, 
was at Fofton, a village ten miles from York. This 
was to her a comfortable retirement, when not en* 
gaged abroad in the fervice of truth. But though 
gratifying to nature, and a defirable refting place, 
her concern for the advancement of her great 
Matter's caufe, which was her moft defired meat 
and drink, often called her from this abode, fo 
that fhe feldom refided there for a month together. 
It appeared, indeed, that (he was uiiwearied in pro- 
moting* the caufe of truth and righteoufnefs, and 
willing to fpend and be (pent for the great Name's 
(ake. , 

In the fpring 6f the year 1784, (he appears to 
have been engaged in a vifit to the meetings and 
ibmc femilies of friends, in Norfolk, and to divers 
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other meetings, as (he proceeded to the yearly meet- 
ing at London. Of this religious engagement, no 
regular accounts of her own, have been difcovered ; 
the following are the material parts of all that have 
been collefled from her letters. 

-— " We had nine meetings laft week, at 
eight different places, befide private opportunities 
in families, which we durfl not avoid ; finding the 
declenfion to be fo great in almoft every one, where 
we have come, and fo few who feem to know it, 
that we are ready to fay. For Zion's fake we cannot 
reft nor hold our peace, till at leafl they are informed 

of their ftatc." " We attended their week 

day meeting at this place, with which we were well 
fatisfied, it being a time of much inflru(3ion, how- 
ever to my mind ; finding by a degree of living ex« 
perience, that there is indeed a Minifler of minifters, 
on whom we have great caufe to wait to be'inflrudled 
ourfelves, in our private, as well as public duty; 
that, in all things, we may approve ourfelves obedient 
fervants, and good examples to the flock. It was 
my lot to fit in filence, viewing the great, and almofl 
general, infenfibiUty to true religion." 

■ *' We have not only travelled hard, but 
found much work at places where we have come, 
finding it rather more than ufual in the line of our 
duty, to bear a teftimony, not only to the truth, 
but againft the numerous evils and inconfiftencies, 
which have generally overfpread the profefTors in 
thefe parts ; and as our peace much depends, in our 
paffing along, in being honeft, and ipeaking the 
truth withgut parables, we have been enabled, pretty 
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tolerably, to difcharge our duty, and tofhewtfaem 
how far they are from what they pretend to be; 
though it 18 hard work, and we find that the more 
abundantly we manifeft our love in this way, 
the left we are loved by many who have been ufed 
to finooth things, and have fought to make the 
truth conform to them, inftead of their condu6l 
being brought to, and regulated by, the truth. So 
that indeed many are blind in error, and thofe that 
fee, will not exert themfelves to fearch their own 
houfes, and remove the inconfiftencies that are in 
them. A mournful profpe£l appears in thefe, as 
well as many other parts 5 no likelihood of a fuccef* 
flon in the truth, and even the prefent ftandard* 
bearers ready to faint. Under thefe imprefEons, we 
feek not great things for ourfelves, but rather are 
difpofed to confider it a favour, (great enough for us 
to expe6l) if we have our lives for a prey, fronvonc 
place to another. 

*< We have little expectation, that in any fittings^ 
our minds will get above the fpirits of this people : 
and till that flrength arifes which puts the armies 
of aliens to. flight, I truft our lips will be fealed, and 
we content therewith ; for indeed, it is not an eafy 
talk to minifter to this degenerate age> who think 
they know all things, and, like the magicians in 
Egypt, can account for all the works of the divine 
hand. But what a favour it is, that there is flill ex- 
tended to us as a people, that power which con- 
founds the wifdom of thefe, and brings to nought 
their great underflanding.** 
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— — — <« Wc have been much engaged the few 
days we have ftaid at Norwich. It has been to our 
minds a fulFering time, during our ftay in that place; 
but though we have mourned, and perhaps rather 
murmured at times, yet we have great cauTe to be 
thankful for the help wherewith, in infinite kind- 
nefe, we have been helped. It is a day of great 
difcouragement, and I think I was never more 
ready to lay down my armour, than in iilence this 
day at meeting. The fituation 'of mind I was in, I 
found tended to humble and reduce the creature; 
and as my foul was hungry, even the bitter food 1 
partook of, became fweet, and I law the profit of 
thefc feafons.** 

■ *' We left Norwich on feventh day, wer© 
at Yarmouth on firft, Pakefield on fecond, Beccles 
on third, Leifton fourth, and Woodbridge to-day, 
where, as at fome other places, we (at in mournful, 
but I truft inftru£live, filence. What falls at time9 
to our lots in meetings, and fometimet in converfa* 
tions out of them, feems much like pulling down 
old houfes, and we are often afraid of being choked 
in the duft ; for indeed moft of the buildings we fee 
are painfully fuperficial, ai>d our little labour has 
been deeply diftreffing ; fo that the language of my 
heart often is, *^ Who hath believed our report?" 
but I am thankful in feeling the burden decreafing, 
as our work feems clofing." 



In the year following fhe felt a religious concern 
to join her friend Rebecca Jones, on a vifit to the 
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meetings of friends in Ireland, &c. and having laid 
the fiune before the monthly meeting, with the 
approbation thereof, and the concurrence of the 
quarterly meeting, fhe fet forward on this journey in 
the feventh month,, 1785. Of this vifit there is 
preferred a fliort journal, written by herfelf, which is- 
as follows. 

" I left home the 13th of feventh month, 1785,. 
and fpent two nights at York, in order to allow a- 
comfortable opportunity of taking a folid and affec^ 
donate leave of my connexions there; and on the 
ifth, went with my hufband to Bradford, where, next 
day, I parted with him, he returning to York, and. 
I proceeding with my coufin W. M. (who was to 
accompany me to Ireland) for Manchefter. 

" We (laid there the next day, being the firft of 
the week, and I was at both their meetings; which 
favoured to my mind of that righteoufnefs and wifdozn: 
of man, which can never work the righteoufiiefe 
of God nor favour the things that pertain . to His 
kingdom. 

*« But there is a precious fuffering feed in thatv 
place, to which my fpirit was renewedly united in^ 
the covenant of light and life. On fecond . day we 
went,- with many friends, down the water to War- 
rington, where, on the 19th, was held their monthly, 
meeting, which I felt moft eafy to attend, though I. 
might thereby mifs an opportunity of croffing the, 
water, fo early a& I otherwife might choofe ; and I 
was comfortably fatisfied with this little dedication, 
by the way. 1 went that evening to Liverpool, and . 
waited till 6th day for a fuitable wijad for failings* 
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During this time, was their week-day meeting, and 
my fpirit was there deeply exercifed, on account of 
feme who were fuhftituting their own rightcoufiiefs 
for the righteoufnefs of God, which is inherited in 
pure faith, in the virtue and power of that creative 
Word, by which all things were made, that were 
made in the fpiritual creation, and by which, through 
the redu£tion of the natural will and wifdom of men^ 
they can no more worfhip the work of their own 
hands : and in the ftrength with which my fpirit was 
renewedly fupplied, I attempted to exprefs fomewhat 
on this fubje£t, for which I felt peace. 

We next day embarked for Dublin, in the Hawke 
packet, and had a very tedious and diftreffing vopge, 
being uncomfortably detained, in part for want of 
wind, and in part by its being contrary ; the latter 
occafloned us to put into the Ifle of Man, where we 
ftaid two nights, and found a very courteous and 
hofpitable reception from the inhabitants. My mind 
was attached to .them, in the fecret efFufion of gofpel 
love, but feeling abundant wcaknefs in myfelf, and 
wanting that united exercife which is received by 
fellow labourers, I did not perceive it to be my woe 
if I preached not the gofpel : and therefore, in an 
humble truft that the great Shepherd of Ifrael would 
fend more fuitable fervants for that work in that ifle, 
and not put my omii&on in the balance againft me, I 
embarked again with the reft of our company, fave 
one, whom we left dead on the ifland. Being out 
longer than we expefted, by two days, our provifions 
were exhaufted ; and though through divine protec- 
tion we did not fufFer much for want, yet it was a 
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favour gratefully to be commemorated, that we were 
enabled through fome difficulty to land when we did ^ 
which, with the inftru6lion conveyed to my mind, 
under deep difcouragement, and clofe fearching of 
heart, when all human confolations ftoed afar ofF, 
afforded humble caufe to believe, diat thir trjung, 
difpenlation was intended as ,a neceflary baptifm of 
my fpirit into the fervice before me.* 

* A more pardcular acSc^ant of this voyage, with fcr« 
vera! additional inftrudiye remarks^ arecontuned in th* 
following feledions from her letters : 

' " It is very unexpefted to me ttf write frcwft 

this port ; but fo little do we know what, in the conrfe of 
divine wifdom, (hall fall to our lot, that every increafe of 
experience convinces us, there is no fafer or eafier fitua- 
tion of mind, than a daily dependance on, end quiet 
reiignation to. Him who knows what is befl for us, and 
what will tend moft to His own honour. We failed lad 
flxth day from Liverpool, having got there on third, hut 
the wind not being very fair when we fet out, and turning 
more againfl us afterwards, occafioned a tronbleibnie and 
wearifbme paiTage thus far, not only by contrary winds^ 
and fevere iicknefs, but by the ahnoft intolerable flench 
and fuifbcating clofenefs of our cabin and lodgings^ 
and the continual wicked obfcene converfation of oar 
paflengers, who are feventy in number. Sometimes, I 
was afraid it would overcome me, both in body and 
mind; when recalling to my remembrance the poor 
Negroes, (^who, added to whzt I have mentioned in a 
far worfe degree, are chained together, under the load of 
that anguiih naturally attendant on a forced reparation 
from the neared connexions in life, and with the profped^ 
Qf perpetual bondage under cruel talkmailers) my fmalL 
trials in this line, and indeed in every other, diminiihed 
in my view; and the multitude of bleiriRgs> in infinite 
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On cnxr landing, I foon met with our honourable 
friend Samuel £mlen> whofe animating company and 
fatherly kindneis, greatly revived me, and helped me 
to leave the things that are behind, and to prefs for* 
ward in profpe£^ to a degree of humble dedication to 
the renewed pointings of duty. 

mercy, fhowered down, fo crowded in their place, that at 
times, inftead of repifling, I faw abundant caafe to inquire, 
" What am I, that thou art thas mindful of me, and what 
*• fliall I render unto thee ? " 

We put in at the Ifle of Man, and were hofpitably re- 
ceived by the inhabitants, whofe engaging fimplicity, and 
religious zeal,^ have attached my mind to them. I am 
fincerely deiirous that if I do nothing for the truth, I may . 
do nothing agalnft it; and when I look thus, I feel a 
comfortable belief, that even this care fhall tend to the 
fiutherance of the gofpel, and that it will fomewhat open 
the way.ftMT future ieryice in this place ; for if the fenfe 
that attends my mind be right, when the feet of tha 
meWsngcn are more eminently turned into the way of the 
Gentiles, to Pul and Lud, Sec. and to the iile& a^ oiF» 
this little place will not be forgot, but offerings will be 
brought here to the mountain of the Lord's holiaefs, aad 
His glory (hall break forth." 

•— » << I am fafe arrived In this land, (Ireland) and 
have hqmbly to commemorate divine proteftion, and fecret 
fupporting goodnefs in my paiTage hither. The ways of 
the Mod High remain to be ways of wonders, and hit 
afts are pafl finding out ; neverthelefs, he ftill revealeth 
fecrets, as he did unto Abraham, when a degree of the 
fame faithfulnefs is, through His humbling power, attained 
to ; and without it, how little do we know, even when we 
thmk we know moft ? Nev^r did I {o fenfibly enjoy the 
bofom of the church, which, I may humbly acknowledge, 
1^ cordial to receive me ; but how much more exf;elient 
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• My beloved friend R. J. with G. DiUwyn and 
wife, having performed a femily vifit to friends in 
Dublin, were gone to BaUitorei where they found a 
fimilar engagement to that in which ihey had been 
employed i and when I reached them, they had nearly 
finiihed, and were almoft ready to proceed. In a few 

11 that pure faith, which reveals itfelf when all human, 
confolations ftand a&r oif, and by centring our fpirits 
therein, wonderfully convinces us> that it is the <' {iibfiance 
«« of things hoped for, the evidence of things not feen." 

■> " I feel myfclf much recovered from fatigue, 

and have gratefully to commemorate divine protection, 
and fecret fuilaining help, when the feeble efforts of bodily 
ftrength, and natural fortitude, feemed unequal to render 
me that fupport, which one grain of living faith ailbrds. 
Oh ! what abundant reafon we have, not to truil in our- 
ielves, but in Him who died for us, to whofe deaths if wr 
are not conformable, we cannot fully experience. the pre- 
vailing power of eternal life.** 

* *' I truft the probation my ipirit experienced in 

our paflage here, will not prove altogether an unprofitable 
difpenfation, on entering a fervice, the right performance 
whereof depends on our being baptized enough, and weaned 
enough ; fo that whatever is brought forth may be of the 
new creation, unconnected with all old heavens, and old 
earth. And indeed I may fay that, before I left home, 
though my mind was much Gripped and tried, I often 
fufpeCled whether I had fully partaken of the neceflary cup 
of fuffering, preparatory to fuch an undertaking as the 
prefent ; and believed I fh<5uld have a trying baptifm to 
pafs through before I entered upon it f though I now have, 
no doubt but my ntovings this way, were in the right time. 
It is an unfpcakable blefTing to meet with the crucifying 
power of truth by the way; and the defire of my heart: 
often i$, to be more and more in love therewith*** 
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days we accordingly fet forward together, viz. G. D. 
R. J. and myfelf j our profpeifa comfortably corref- 
ponding one with another, we cheerfully concurred 
therewith, to travel in company. On the 4th day 
following, we went to Chriftians Town, and in the 
evening vifited a family of young people,. one of 
whom was in a declining ftate of health ; to whom, 
with the reft, inftrudion and encouragement were 
handed, to prefer the humbling difpenfations of infinite 
wifdom, to all temporal gratifications. We then 
returned to our lodgings, and fat with the family ; 
where my beloved companion, was enabled, in awful 
fupplication, to breathe for continued fupport, and 
preferva&bn in the path of obedience ; which com- 
fortably cemented our fpirits together. 

Next day we went to Rathangan, where we had 
to travail for the arifings of pure life, under the dif- 
couraging apprehenfion of its being very low in that 
place; but infinite kindnefs vouchfafed to own the 
deep exercife, and gracioufly fent forth His light and 
truth, whereby the way to His holy hill was opened 
in the demonftration of the fpirit and power, and the 
meeting ended under an humbling commemoration 
of his goodnefs. In the evening we went to New 
Park, and next morning to the meeting at Timahoa^ 
which was fmall, and the public fervice rather labo- 
rious, becaufe of the unfitnefs of many of the pro- 
feflbrs to receive fpiritual things. In the afternoon 
we went to Prof[>erous, a new-fettled town, where 
there are no members of our religious fociety. We 
had a meeting there much to the fatisfa<Siion of 
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viiiters and vifited ; the people behaved well, and we 
had reafon to believe, by the ownings of truth, that 
there is a precious feed there. We went to New 
Park again to lodge, and in die morning &t with the ^ 
family and others then prefent, and fome profitable j< 
counfel opened. From thence we went to Edenderry ; f 
and next day, being the firft oC the week, we ftaid } 

there, and were at their own meeting, their prepara* 
tive meeting, a public meeting in the afternoon, and 
in the evening fat with their minifters and elders ; at 
all which, merciful help was near in the needful time, 
and enabled us to difcharge our feveral duties In flm- 
piicity, for which the reward of peace and quietude was 
not withheld. On fecond day, the 8th of Sm month, 
we came to Oldcaftle, and were at their meeting next 
day, where many people not of our fociety attended ; 
amongft whom there was opennefs to labour. After 
«ieeting we ftaid with'-thofe few in profeffion with 
us, when their low eftate was felt, fympathized with, 
and counfel flowed thereto. 

On 41th day we went to Cootehill, where are very 
few friends; they are in a poor (battered fituatioa 
as to the life of religion, and fcarce able to keep up 
their meetings. Many of the town's people came 
to the meeting, and it vras a folid favoured oppor- 
tunity ; and a comfortable belief attended our minds, 
that there is a precious feed in that place ; but the 
profefTors of truth are ftumbling blocks. We fat 
down with them fele£l at the conclulion of the 
meeting, and found it exerciiing work to viflt the 
feed in them, but were enabled honeflly to difcharge 
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t>ur feveral duties. ♦ From dience we went to 
CadUefliane, a place very. like Cootehill ; and in the 
•evening, after the meeting there, reached Grange, 
near Charlemount, and lodged at the houfe of ■" ■ 
a viiited young man, who, with two others in his 
family, afford a comfortable prcfpe£t of a revival of 
ancient fimplicity, and right zeal in that place. Our 
fpirits were nearly united to them, and the ftreama 
of encouraging counfel flowed freely for their refrefh* 
ment and ftrength. We w^-e at their meeting next 
day, being the firft df the week, which was a fiiflFer- 
ing time -, and in the evening, had a very large and 
fatisfiu^ory meeting of the country peopAe not in 
profeffion with us, who behaved well, and in many 
of whom the witnefs of truth was raifed. 

Next day we proceeded to go round Lough-Neagh, 
by taking Toberhead, X^olerain, Ballynacree, BalK- 
mena. Grange, and Antrim ^ at aH which places, we 
bsA deeply to lanient the low declined ftate of the 
profeiTors of truth, not only as to numbers, but in a 
departure from the precious, preferving, principle of 
light and life, whereby the living members of the 

* In a letter dated the'next day> fte writes : '' Through 
divine fupport* merctMly voachfafed ffom day to day, we 
have been enabled to difcharge the miflioiis commitccdt (o 
as to leave each place with a good degree of peace. 
Indeed it is a relieving con&ieratk»i> under the diicourage- 
«nents that poor travellers often meet with, that the work 
is not ours, and that an inftrament has only to be paffiye 
in the hand of him that uieth it, leaving its profperity, and 
^e honour of the caufe, to the aQ-fofficiency of the divine 
jxm, wluch c^ work with us^ or without us/* 
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church are kept in their lots, and enabled to ftand 
with firnrnefs, as a city fet on a hill, to the praife of 
His grace who hath called them out of the worldf 
into his marvellous light. The country people 
coming in at the afore&id places, tended to the more 
free circulation of life, wherein the fpiing of gofpel 
miniftry was fometimes opened ; but it was my lot 
to pafs along in gloomy fuiFering, and, at times, 
inftruiiive filence. After meeting at Antrim, the 
^ 21 ft of 8th month, being met by a friend and his 
wife, we returned home with them, and refted next 
day; on the evening of which my dear hulband came 
to us from England, and after ftaying in the neigh- 
bourhood where we were, and falling in at divers 
meetings for difcipline with us, he went to Cloniiiel, 
and ftaid till we came near that place before we faw 
him again. 

On the 23d we went to Newtown, and next day 
had a meeting with the few friends there. The 
knowledge and virtue of true religion feemed very 
low amongft them, and it was hard work, by deep 
^nd fecret exercife, to minifter to the pure life. From 
hence we returned to Lifburn, and attended their 
monthly meeting, wherein a little ftrength feemed 
given me for fome publick labour; but my dear com- 
panions were filently baptized under a concern to 
vifit the families of friends in that place, though the 
time did not appear to be then come. After being 
at Hillfborough, Lurgan, Ballyhagan, Moyallen, and 
Ballinderry meetings, we returned to Lifburn, and in 
about a week performed the fervice ; the Minifter of 
minifters being near to hand forth in the needful 
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time (often after long fuffering (Hence) fuitable in* 
ffara£Uoa and confolation to the vifited. Great In- 
dilFerence and infenfibility, as to the knowledge of 
the Lord's dealings with His people, prevail in that 
place, though a little tried remnant dwell amongi3t 
them.* At the clofe of this vifit, came on the 
quarterly meeting at Ballinderry for the province of 
Ulfter, which was a rather low fuffering time. Here 
we met with our friend Zachariah Dicks from North 
Carolina, who was come over on a religious vifit to 
this land, and who was in fome expe<^tion of our 
companion G^ D ■ ■■> joining him; but not feeling 
releafed one from another in the fervice wherein we 
were joined, it was judged moft prudent to wait for 

* The following is extra^ed from a letter bearing datt 
the ift of 9th months 1785. ** Such is the fUte of opr 
fociety in Uiefe parts» as well as in divers places in oar 
land, that it is hard draggii\g along for poor travdiers 1; 
the prevailing death ts ready to fwidlow them up, and -ft 
put a fk^ to all circulation of life. Wdl ! diooping itt 
our fpirits often are, we have no where elfe to go hot to 
the fountain, which is, at times, when faith and patience 
.are at the loweft ebb, unexpectedly opened for our re* 
newed refreihment, and encouragement to truft a little 
longer. Here are, notwithilanding, in the North of thu 
nation where we have been, a few beautiful plants amongft 
the young and younger men, whofe roots are, I trui^» 
<ieepening in the heavenly foil ; but in the proTped of 
^heir ftiture trials, if they be faithful, I am almoft ready 
to tremble* there is fach a hoft of oppofition for them to 
prefs through, in reviving the purity of the gofpeL W^ 
are nearly united to them, and io find the9U was like 
meeting with near kindred. 
F 
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the openings of truth, as much In our reparation, as 
we had endeavoured to attend to^ them in joining. 
We left this Prqvince pretty dire£tiy after the 
quarterly meeting, and fet oS towards Dublin, taking 
Rathfriland meeting in our way, to which many 
town's people came, and it was a large and favoured 
meeting. 

We reached Dublin the 15th of 9th month, where 
we ftaid near a week, and iat feverai meetings, under 
great oppreffion and difcouragement of mind, and, 
without much relief, faw an opening to leave the place 
and go to Timahoe. Here we vifited their families, 
and had peace therein. From thence we fet off for - 
Edenderry; and going by way of Rathangan, an 
opening which had been put by when we were there 
before, of having a publick meeting amongft the town*^ 
peoploi prefented again ; and we had caufe to admire, 
how providentially we were caft in the way of per*, 
forming fuch pointings of duty as had been, more 
from diffidence than a rebellious mind, pafled over. 
Here we ftaid over &rtt day, and had a large crowded 
meeting in the evenings which was confiderably 
difturbed by fome rude people in liquor, but divers 
were very folid, and it ended well. From Rathan- 
gan we purfued our journey to Edenderry, Tulla- 
more. Moat, Ballimurry, Birr,* Killconnenmore, 

* From this place, (he writes as follows : ** Gloomy 
is the profped that opens in many places ; and yet, by 
getting low enough, we fometimes find to our refreihment* 
that there is, in moft places, a hidden fuffering feed, with 
which we have fympathized, and in the extendings of 
iffoewd jben^thy been led to vifit, though it is but little 
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^d Ro&rea $ in all which a degree of painful exer* 
qik was our lot, under the feeling fenfe of the gene« ^ 
ral deparUire of the profeflbrs of truth, from that 
ancient righteous zeal and primitive fimplicitjr, which 
ibf people of God who walked faithfully before 
Him, were, in all ^es, conipiciious for. But He 
idio never laid to the wreftling feed of Jacob, ^< feek 
ye my face in vain," gracioufly condefcended to re4 
ward the travail of our fpirits, by arifing for His 
own name's &ke, and giving ftrength to lift the 
ftandard4^ ^ghteoufneis, and fur^ifhing with an ia^ 
vitation to the youth to repair to it, and fo inberik 
the blefled effe^ls thereof^ 

We went to Limerick from Rofcrea, and ftaid 
there over firfl and fecond days. The publick 
meetings were low diflrei&ng opportunities,' and 
there was little ability to labour amongil that people, 
who feem much under the influence of the god of 
^is world : but on firft day evening, a number of 
youth being pre&nt at T« M's, and a few honeft- * 
hearted friends more advanced in years, we had t 
very favoured feafon of retirement, and the flreamt 
•pf love and life, through inftm^ve confdUting 
miniflry, ran freely* On third day we left Limerick 
for' Youghall ; my mind was dipped into a fenfe of 

known or val«ed by the eafy caraally-miDded profei&rs; 
and I have fometimes thoeght, that if oar coming anfwerj 
no other end than to ftreagthen a few weak hands, and be 
inftrnnaental m reviving tke hope of the humble tried 
children in the family, it will be enough, though the re- 
ward to onrfdve^ miyhc but fmall.'* 
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my own.weaknefs, and great difcouragement and 
difmay furrounded me. I (aw the neceffity of an ' 
iacreafing labour to dwell near the pure gift in 
myfelf, which I have ever found to be the mod 
eiFe£lual prefervation, in the confliding work of 
purification and faithfulnefs in more public fervice : 
for when it reduces the mind, and brings it down as 
into the bottom of Jordan, it Ekewife ftays the 
billows thereof by pure faith, and' fuccours by the 
incomes of patience, whereby every divine difpen(a« 
cion is rendered profitable, and every bitter thing 
fweet} centring us in that which is out of the reach of 
fleibly confidence, and in that ftate of abafednefs to 
which divine coOipaffion is moft eminently extended* 
We lodged one night at an inn, and on fourth day 
reached Youghall, where, on fifth, we had two large 
^nd favoured meetings. Next day we got to Spring- 
mount near Cork, to the houfe of our dear and honour- 
able friend Samuel NeaU Here I heard of the deceafe 
of our beloved friend, Robert Walker, who departed 
this life ac Tottenham, near London, after having 
paid an acceptable religious vifit to friends of that 
city and its neighbourhood* He was a man who 
having pafTed through deep baptifms of fpirit, in pre- 
paration for the work of the miniflry, became eminent 
therein. The multitude could not judge of, neither 
did they know, his frequent fufFering defcehdtngs with 
the feed^ when crucified in the hearts of the people, 
as in the flreets of fpiritual Sodom and Egypt ; and 
confidering himfelf as an unworthy minifler thereto, 
he was clothed with refignadon to the difpenfation 
^f thct^jb* .OoiZt was his induAry^ and yet many 
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were the trials of his fiuth for the fupply of tempora! 
things. Though unadorned with human literature^ 
he was inftra<3ed in the fchool pf Chrift, as a good 
Scribe to whom was committed the knowledge of 
the myfteries of the krngdom, wherein- all necefl&ry 
accomplifhments were acquired, and dtfplaycd in 
gofpel fimplicity. 

Since my coming into this Province, the fubjeft 
which for fome time has been under my confideration, 
of fettling in thefe parts, has often prefented to my 
mind, with an anxious 4efire, that the moft endeared 
companion of my life, may, with myfelf, be kept 
fingle in all our views» and reiigned in our fpirits 
to whatever infinite wifdom fees meet to do with 
us ; that the way before us, though it be ftrait and 
narrow, may not be made more difficult, by any 
willings and runnings of our own. I am oftei> 
afraid of myfelf in this refpefl ; I feel, when unfup- 
ported by beft help, a partial attachment to my na- 
tive land ', and to part with my conne£Hons, and 
fome to whom I am clofely united in fpirit, at 
times appears hard : but even on this footing, I find' 
a countcrpoifing weight on my hufband's fide, wbor- 
has alfo valuable relations, and many friends in the 
beft fenfe, with temporal concerns and conveniencies 
more fuitable than elfewhere. Oh then, may divino 
counfel influence our fpirits, in the confideration and 
determination of this important ftep ! Thou knoweft* 
O Lord! the fervency. and exercife of my fpirit 
herein ; diou knoweft, that, above all things, I wifh 
to ferve thee, with the dedication of all that I havev. 
F3 
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when thou calleft for it ; and as by thy power only, 
an holy compliance is wrought, O withhold it not ia 
the needful time ! Suffer not our feet to Aide from 
the ancient foundation, but with the right arm of thy 
ftrength, enable us to make war in rigbteoufnefs, in 
the lot thou affigneft ! O (hew us the lot ! Suffer us 
not to wander rn the dark, but be thou gi-acioufly 
pleafed fpiritually to lead us, by the cloud and pillar 
of fire, certain tokens of thy holy approbation of the 
way that we take ! 

At Cork we ftaid, (except going one day to 
Bandon, and returning the ^ext) eleven days, and 
attntded nine meetings, and many private opportu-> 
nities in friends' families, where^€Oun(ei and encou- 
lagemeint often unexpectedly opened, which were 
;nlniftered under the precious influence of divine 
love ^nd life ; wherein the fpirits of a remnant were 
cemented together, in a degree of holy fellowlhip, 
and an exercife generally prevailed to help one ano- 
ther forward in the new and living way ; which in 
inany places lies much unoccupied, the v^vellers 
having got into paths fo widely different, that it is 
fofnetimes difficult to find it, and when found, fo to 
believe in its reditudc, as to make ftraight ileps 
therein. 

During my ftay in and about Cork, I had frc« 
quent occafions humbly to commemorate the wif- 
dom, mercy, and power, of our gracious Helper, 
who, in a time of deep humiliation and adverfity, 
fuflained my poor toflfed foul ; and, by a portion of 
that holy faith which I knew to be his own immediate 
gift, gave me to fee all his all-fufficiency, and n\y 
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own nothiDgnefs; and after melting all that was' 

within me, by his humbling difpenfations, (aw meet 

again to renew his image upon my heart, and to 

cauie me to experience more largely the work of the 

new creation, and the neceflity of ever abiding ia 

lowlinefs of mind, and treading the courts of the 

Lord with holinefs and fear. O ! faid my fovfl, 

withhold not from me whatever hath this tendency ; 

let the voice of the Holy One go forth, which faith^ 

" cut down the tree," rather than it fliould ovcr- 

pread, and bring forth fruit to di(honour the 

great and excellent Name. Neverthelefs, may that 

which is pure be fattened, as with a band of iron in 

the tender grafs of the field ; that fo, humility and 

fimplicity may fpring^ and more loudly acknowledge, 

that the Moft High reigns in the kingdoms of meo, 

and giveth of his own precious gifts and favours to 

whomfoever he wilL 

Wc went from Cork to the houfe of a fricnJ 
who, for fome month? pad, has been in a low de* 
'jtSted ftate of mind ; and in the evening my dear 
companion R. J. was dipped into his fatuation, and her 
mouth was opened in living counfel and encourage- 
ment, which for a time feemed to revive him.. Here 
I met with my dear hufband, to our mutual confola»* 
tion; and from hence, after attending a meeting 
next day at Garryroan, which was a rather low 
time, we went to our mother's at Clonmel, and 
refted one day before the ^^uarterly meeting {09 
Munft«r province came on. Our minds weie mea« 
furably baptized for the approaching folemnily, par«» 

F4. 



i©4' TheLIFEof 

ticularly that of my beloved friend R. J. who with 
dear G. D. had good fervice; and the meetings^ 
.though laborious, were eminently owned with the 
cxtenfion of divine good, and friends were renewcdly 
encouraged to faithfulnefs in their refpeftive lots. 
1 fat all the meetings filently, not without a fellow- 
feeling and travail with thofe engaged in turning the 
battle to the gate ; but my fpirit was fo clothed 
with the garment of mourning, and the fenfe of my 
^wn infufficiency, that I was ready to fay, with th« 
Prophet, " I will fpeak no more in Thy Name." 
Yet to be preferved in a ftate of patient exerci(e, and 
in refignation to what might be the allotted portion 
of fuiFering in this day of trial, was the fervent 
defire of my mind» In this frame, I have often 
known the moft fenfible incomes of holy hefp, and 
been more enabled from thence to bring up ftones of 
memorial, than when the travail of my foul has been 
more fliallow, and the ftreams of the miniftry have 
lain nearer the furface of the people's fpirits : and 
O ! that, in all feafons of proving, I may never 
ihrink from under that mournful covering, till the 
feiife of what I am, and a degree of living feith 
in the immediate teachings of divine wifdom, are not 
only raifed, but prevail in my heart; that fo, thp 
creature, its wifdom and adtiyity, may die daily, 
under that Power which crucifies all that is of the 
flefh, and fanflifies throughout. After the quarterly 
meeting was over, we were moft eafy to fit with the 
friends of that particular meeting ; where I felt an 
' opcnnefs for fome religious communication ; and it 
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was a clofe) but favoured time; ncvcrthelcfs a degree 
of iadnefs remained with me. 

After this meeting was over, and partaking of x 
cup of heavenl^y eonfolation in the family of a rela* 
tion, we went down to Anner Mills that night, and 
next day fet off for DuUin» in order to attend the 
half year'js meeting, held in the eleventh month. It 
was a rather low time, but holy help was near 
(according to ancient declaration) to the Poor in* 
Spirit, the exercifed wreftling feed, of which, through, 
preferving goodiiefs, there is a remnant in this land ; 
with whofe tribulated path I have often been dipped 
into near fympathy, and wad renewedly fo at this 
time: neverthefefs, we had unitedly to believe, that 
if fome of thefe perfifted in unfaithfulnefi to the 
manifeftations of duty^ concerning therr religious 
fervices^ they were in danger of occasioning ta 
themfelves fuoh.a wildeinefs travel, as might prove 
v^ry difficult for them to be delivered from. Thefe 
were fervently and honeftly laboured with, ^ tor 
offer to the Lord the fecrifice of thank%iving,. and* 
to pay alL their vows;-* that fo^ a generation might 
be raifed up more zealous for the honour and pro* 
mulgadon of the great Name,., than many of later 
times have been. 

My mind was greatly d&prefTed in. this city,- and V 
found it conduce to my fafetyy^ to weigh well what 
L apprehended to be the motions of truth* The 
meetings were larger and my bdoved companions 
being not only better qualified for fervice therein,. 
but coming from fo diflant a part of the world. as:^ 
Ex, 
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Pennfylvania in America, and there being little or no 
profpeft of their ever having another opportunity of 
fo fully relieving their minds to friends in this land, 
I fought for obfcurity ; which is always moft defirable 
;o my own mind, knowing that fafety attends it, 
and that it requires deep baptifms, and a clofe 
dwelling with the gift, rightly to minifter life, and 
viflt the feed in large mixed congregations. Without 
an extraordinary degree of thefe, it feldom happens 
that the appearances of thofe who are young in 
experience, afford fatisfa£kion to the true church of 
Chrift, or that jhey reap the reward of. folid inftruc* 
tive peace in their own minds; and often feeling 
that I am one of thefe, the prayer of my fpirit has 
been, that I may be kept under the humbling fenft 
thereof, and be preferved from burdening the living 
by being too fhallow in my Ipirit, or fpreading too 
much into fruitlefs branches ; that fo, the great and 
excellent caufe of truth may never be difhonoured by 
or through me. Infinite wifdom is, neverthelefs, to 
dired and go before us, in the line of His own ap- 
pointment : and under an apprehenfion of the puttings 
forth of the heavenly Shepherd, I ventured to ftep 
forward in two large meetings; and through his 
fuftaining goodnefs, I was enabled to relieve my 
own mind in a good degree ; for which, with many 
gracious affiftances from time to time difpenfed, 
may my foul bow in humble gratitude and awful 
fear, through the continued ftages of my tried pil- 
grimage! 

My dear friends R. J. and G. D. had great and 
good fervice in the couxfe of thefe meetings s and 
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R. J. feeling an engagement to have- a meeting with 
the women friends, (none being held for diicipline 
for them at that feafon of the year) after laying it 
before friends, it was cheerfully complied with, and a 
fcJid profitable meeting it proved. R. J. and myfelf,. 
feeling fomething more than a freedom to fit with a 
comnaittee of men friends,^ appointed by the national 
meeting to confider the flate of £x:iety, and com« 
plying wfth it^ we were enabled to feel with friends 
thereon, and to lay down our refpedive burdens. 
The evening preceding our leaving the city, and 
after the meetings were over, many friends being 
colle&ed at our lodgings, we had a refi'efhing jn«^ 
ftrudive opportunity of retirement; wherein counfel 
and encouragement were miniftered, and friends 
parted under a living fenfe o£ the extenfion of divine 
favour to His church and family. 

Next day we went to Baltiboys^ a very poor fma)!^ 
meeting ; after which we proceeded about five miles 
further, intending next morning to fet off for Mount-^ 
mellick : but when all was ready for our departure^ 
a hefitation fprang and fpread, refpeding the pro- 
priety of our purfuing the intended plan ; and the 
more it was looked at, the more clearly it appeared 
httt to fit with th^e few friends fe}e(£V there having 
been many not 'of our profeffion at mei^ting the day 
before. One of our guides, therefore,, kindly under- 
took to cblleft the members of the meeting together 5 
wiiicb'was done>, and we had no caufe to repent our 
ftay, but were rather encouraged to truft in future to 
the turnings of the fpiritual guide,, who requires that 
E 6 
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we (hould be followers, and not leaders, if we purfud 
the path of true peace. Inftead of going to Mount- 
mellick from Baltiboys, we went to Ballitore that 
night, and next day to Athy meeting; then to 
Mountmellick, Montrath, Knockballymaher, Bally- 
nakill^ and to Carlow to the quarterly meeting held 
there for Leinfter Province. It was a remarkably 
low time, and the minds of many were baptized into 
a feeling fenfe of the coolnefs and indiiFerency,. that 
prevails amongft the profeflbrs of truth in thefe parts> 
and filent fadnefs was much our lot. Intending from 
hence for Waterford> and the counties of Wexford 
and Wicklow, we firft paid a vifit to the little meet- 
ing at Caftledermot ; it was fmall, but divine good- 
nefs^ was near. My mind, in time of filence, was 
comfortikbly gathered Arom fome bufFetings, doubtings, 
and difmayi and the language of the apoftle fweetly^ 
pafTed throug)^ and fettled me in an Kumbb confi- 
dence and calm ; << be patient, eflablifh your hearts ; 
*♦ for the day of the Lord draweth nigh." 

We returned to Otflow, and next day attended 
Aeir week-diay meeting \ after whicb we went to 
Ballydarton belonging to Oconher meeting, which. 
I was prevented from attending by a pain in my head' 
and teeth ; but was enabled to proceed with my 
companions to Rofs next day, where'igrowing worfe,. 
they were uoder the neceffity of lea^ng me,, after 
they had' fet with the few friends there,, ia order to. 
attend th^e firft day meetings at Waterford, where my 
bufband and divers of our^ relations firom Cloiflmel 
qame to meet us. My R. G. came to me, and w^. 
a t£uly acceptable gueft, my mind having funk,^ and; 
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my ftrength feeming to be exhaufted widi the pain. 
I was fo much relieved as to be able to go next day 
to Waterford, to rgoin my beloved frieods R. J. and 
G. D. whofe company and fervices have been, 
through the courfe of this journey, inftmdive and 
ftrengthening to my often doubting mind* When 
through the defcending of heavenly virtue, my Ijpirit 
has been cemented with theirs, and in the unity and 
covenant of life, an harmonious exerciie has porevaikd 
in me, either in public or in fecret, I have had 
renewedly to admire the gracious conddrmfion of 
our holy Head and High Prieft, in anointii^, in any 
degree, for a work lb great and awfiil, and lea£i^ 
into this excellent feUowfliip* 

At Waterford we ilaid their week-day meeting oa 
third day, which was a favoured time; and after 
haying likewife divers comfortable religious oppor- 
tunities with friends of that jdace, (there being a 
quickened remnant gronnng in the i^Hritual life) we 
took leave of them under a precious fenfe of divine 
fuperintending care, and went to ForcSty Codadine, 
Randal's Mills^ Ballincby^ Ballicane, and Wicklow; 
and found an honeft-hearted fet of friends,^ who are 
preferved ia a good degree of confiftency with the 
principles we profefs: yet there are others wha 
widely differ in this reiped. 

Our kind friend J. W. having, met us at BaUicane^ 
we went iq, company with him tp Dublin on die^ 
feventh day of the week, and next day attended their 
meetings in Meath*ftreet and Sycamore. Alley ; at 
bpth which my companions were filent. My mind 
W9S deeply exercifed in theoia.and a» I perpeived fiunft 
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little opening for publick labour, I gave up thereto^ 
under many difcouraging impreffions ; in part the 
^e^ of a reafoning difpofition, and unprofitably 
ruminating on the repeated labours of more qualified 
inftruments, and the iinfucceisfulnefs of many of 
them ', and in part, I truft, of a right and neceflary 
jealoufy over m3rfelf, left I (hould be the means o£ 
conveying a lifelefs multiplicity of words, or be found 
feeding the people,, when- the divine word might: 
proclaim a faft*. But it awfully fprang ia my mind,, 
that if ever fo finall a warning was given me tO' 
deliver, and I concealed it, the blood of thoie for 
whom it was intended mighty, according to the decla- 
ration of the Moft High to the Prophet, be required^ 
at my hands* As this vifit to the nation was clofing,. 
a fecret prayer was begotten in me, that we might 
be enabfed as feithfully and willingly to fini(h the 
work,, as, through humbling operations,, we wer^ 
r«figned to begin it; which, to the praife of Hir 
grace who puts forth and goes before His own fheep,. 
we were ftrengthened to do, and had afrefli to difcovec 
that His ways are not as our wap,, nor Hts thoughts, 
as oar thoughts. 

When we apprehended ourfelves at liberty to falK 
from that city, and had agreed with a captain, bound: 
for Whitehaven for our paflage therc^the wind proved, 
contrary, and we found it iafe to look around us, that 
if any little fervice. was omiued, it might then be 
performed. This we were ready to think was not- 
much the cafe, having attended, tiieir men's and: 
women's meetings on third, day, where> through 
divine ability- gracipufly afforded, wa had. a clofe, 
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Searching, and humbling feafon : but now (landing 
in the refignation, not being detained of ourielves^ 
divers opportunities for publick and private labour 
unexpectedly opened, generally tending to invite the 
ignorant, and to encourage the fincere and drooping 
minds to faith in the fufficiency of the gift of God 
in themfelves, for the (andification of the foul, and 
the necefiary fupply of every fpiritual enjoyment, and 
qualification acceptably to worfhip; which muft noW) 
as formerly, be fought for, in the beauty of holinefs^ 
and in newnefs of life. The wind proving contrary, 
we ftaid over another firft day, when my companions 
G. D. and R. J. were enabled to bring up living 
ftones of memorial, to the fealing I truft of their 
teftimony on the fpirits of many;, and my cup of 
aiFe£lionate feUowfliip feemed to overflow in fecret* 
The next day a gale rofe in our favour, which we 
thankfully accepted, and were gently wafted over by 
it in twenty. five hours, having had as plea&nt a 
' voyage as we could wifh for, ficknefs excepted ; and 
for the holy direding and prote<£iing power of im- 
mortal goodnefs, we are gratefully humbled. 

We {laid one night at Whitehaven after our land** 
ing, and next day attended their week-day meetings 
which was a low time: Soon after it clofed, we fet 
off for Greyfouthen, where R. J. and I ftaid that 
i)ight« Our much-loved friend and companion G. D*/ 
and his wife (who had beeii with us ever iince we 
were at Cooladinc) finding it conduce moft to their, 
peace to ftay the quarterly meeting for Cumberland, 
Ao be held the week after ; and we having a profpeCl 
of attending the quarterly meeting for the county ^ 
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York, to be held at Leeds, we found the time far 
our reparation was come ; and had to commemorate 
the kindnefs of infinite wifdom, in fo cafting us 
together, and cementing us, according to our 
meafures, in the hidden life. Here we took anr 
alFeding and aflfedionate farewell of each other. 
' Wc flopped at Cockermoudi in our way to Kendal, 
and fpent a few hours very agreeably with our friends 
J. and B. D. and their children ; and before we left 
them, the fpring of heavenly confolation arofe, and 
refreflied both vifitors and vifited ; and with grateful* 
hearts we fet ofF, and reached Kefwick that night ; 
and next day, having a pleafant ride among the 
mountains, we were favoured in good time to get 
to Kendal, where my dear companion had an oppor-- 
tunity of vifiting I., and R. W.'s children, who, 
fince (he was there befoce, had loft their honourable 
father ;^ and it was a humbling &v.oured opportunity. . 
Finding ourfelves at liberty to leave that, place,, and 
R. J. having paffed by Wruy and Biintham meetings^ 
when fhe was that way before,^ and now. filing a 
draft towards them>. we went. next. day^. the twenty- 
fourth of the twelfth month>. to Wray, and in the 
evening had a good- meeting with the few friendsi 
thcre,.aivi fomc others who came in. Next morning 
we went to Bentham meeting, which was aa 
exercifmg time, but ended in awiul fupplication^. 
wherein^ my. beloved companion was publkkly en-, 
gaged.. Having an. evening meeting appointed at 
Settle, we arrived there in time, and it proved z-, 
Colli inftru£live feafon. From thence on fecond 
dayx the. twenty-fixth^, we got. to Leeds, and ther«t 
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net with my dear iadier and mother, to omr mutual 
fatisiadion. The quarterly meeting came on next 
day, and held till the evening of the twenty-ninth. 
TBrough the ieveral fittings thereof^ I had un« 
doubtedly to believe that my companion was in her 
right place ; and was thaitkful, under the confidera* 
tion that we were there in better wifilom dian our 
own, and were found worthy to bear a (hare ia the 
weight of fufferings, which generally attend thefe 
large allemblies. 

Rebecca Jones being difpofed to fpend a little time 
in reft with our mutual friend C. H. we parted after 
our quarterly meeting, and I came homewards, with 
a defire rightly to fed my way, whether to continue 
a while longer with this my endeared friend, in her 
religious fervice, or return my certificate: for though 
I had a profped, when I left home,. of vifiting the 
weftern part of this nation, to which my certificate 
was alfo addrefifed, yet if the commiffion (hould clofe 
fooaer than I looked for, my compliance therewith 
appears as neccllary, as it would be if it (hould extend 
further ; feeing that the virtue of all our religious 
movements confifts in the divine putting forth, and 
the continuation of holy anointing; which we have 
abundant caufe to ackngwledge, is not at our com* 
jnand. 
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Jlccount of her Vtfit to fame of the Wejlern Counties 
of England^ 

A FEW months after her return from Ireland, 
ihe felt a renewed engagement to accompany 
her friend R, Jones, on a vifit to fome parts of the 
weftern counties in England. Of the principal parts 
of this vifit, fhe has left the following journal. 

V •* After my ret\um from Ireland, my beloved com- 
panion I^* J« being detained in Yorkfhire^ on divers 
accounts, for three months, I was thereby fet at 
liberty to adjuft fome frunily concerns at home, and 
pay fome vifits to neighbouring meetings as triilh 
appeared to open the way j cfpecially to Wh^^by, 
Scarborough, Bridlington^ Hornfea,, and Hull ; in 
the courfe of which my mind was, in the needful 
time, mercifully fupported with renewed fupplies of 
holy help, though, in general, in a low and ftripped 
ftate 5 fearing left, in the exercife of the gift, a zeal 
whichis not according to true knowledge, nor origi- 
nating in that baptifm of fpirit wherein the creature 
is humbled, fbould fo mix with the divine openings, 
as to carry away the feet of the mind from that fafe 
ftanding in the deep?, which is juftly compared ((> 
the bottom of Jordan. Here, it is neceflary for 
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true go(peI minifters, fteadily to abide, with the 
weight of the fervice they are engaged in upon their 
(houlders^ till the fpirits of the aflembled are, in 
' fome degree, attraded to the promifed land,* the new 
heaven and the new earth, wherein dwelleth the 
righteoofnefs of faith, and where fpiritual worihip is 
rightly performed, in the beauty of holinefi and 
^ewnefs of life. To be inftrumental in the divine 
hand in thus, in any meafure, converting the Ipirits 
of thofe to whom we maybe led to minifter, requires 
an unction altogether unmixed; but when revolt, 
backfliding, and a fuperficial fpirit, have been nece& 
farily unveiled, I have, fometimes, diftreffingly found, 
that fon^ of my armour was carnal : and O I how 
hath all that was within me been humbled at the 
difcovery, that the Lord's righteous controverfy with 
, Ihe works of darknefs, had not been righteoufly 
upheld, nor the door of efcape therefrom wifely 
ppened. An increafe of experience convinces me, 
/that preaching is a myftcry which every one exercifed 
therein, has need to be often induftrioufly and im- 
partially learning, as far as concerns themfelves ; and 
where this is the cafe, ) am abundantly perfuaded, 
that our dependance muft be drawn from the fenti- 
ments of thofe friends to whofe judgment we are 
moft attached, in order rightly to diftingui(h betwixt 
the unity of the one infallible fpirit, and their par« 
tiality to us, and to be weighed in the juft balance 
of the fanduary, where we are fometimes found de«- 
feftive, even when all around us fpeak peace, 

'^ My dear hufband accompanied me in tliis little 
round: his (}mpathizing piind, and care for my 
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prefervation every way, was. truly ftrengthcning, 
and afForded frequent occafions of humble thank- 
fulnefs to the Author of all good, who had fo boun- 
tifuUy provided for me, both in fpiritual and temporal 
things. After our return home we gave up houfe- 
keeping, not with a conclufion that we ihould re- 
move from England, but under sui apprehenfion that 
it was right to take that ftep, as the way opened for 
my being again united in fervice with my beloved 
companion R. J. and my hulkand had no profpeft of 
being fettled during my abfence. We therefore- 
removed our furniture, and ourfelves to York, the 
quarterly meeting there being at hand ; after which^ 
the I ft of 4th month, 1786, I went to Ackworth to 
meet my companion, who had gone thither the day 
before. 

^ We ftaid at Ackworth on firft day, and found fome 
dofe and neceflary labour, net only in publick, but ixi 
private opportunities, amongft the mafters, miftrefles, 
and fervants, feverally ; for the Enemy of all good 
hath proved himfelf bufy, in endeavouring to fow his 
tares amongft the good fe^d in that inftitutioa and 
family ; and unlefs thofe on whom the weight and 
care of it moft devolve, keep in view the neceffity 
of attending more to the holy Oracle in their move* 
ments, than to the ftrength of their own wifdom and 
tmderftanding, it will lofe the luftre tnat truth would 
put upon it, and become the nurfery of a worldly 
fpirit, though difguifed with an appearance of re-> 
ligious form. There is in that family a fufFering, 
wreftling feed, an exe/cifed remnant, which though 
Imall, is a means, under the divine bleffing, of keep- 
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iiig open the (pring of life ; and if fuch keep their 
places, there is reafon to hope that more will be 
added to their number, and, through the influence of 
their example^ the truth, in its own fimpHcity, gain 
ground, inftead of the diiguifed Ipirit of error. A 
ialutation of love flowed to fuch, under a ienfe 
whereof we left them, fave our worthy friend W. S. 
who went with us to Wakefield, where divers are 
under convincement, and fome of them appear to be 
rightly fo. Here we bad an open, inftru&ive oppor- 
tunity ; and from thence went to Bradford^ and next 
day proceeded to Manchefter, where we attended 
their week-day meeting ; in which my companion 
vras greatly favoured to dip into the ftate of the feed, 
and profitably to vifit it, and filence was, I believe, 
nghtly my lot. 

From Manchefter we went to Stockport, Macclef- 
field, Morley, and fo to Warrington, to the monthly 
meeting there ; where again I thought my companion 
had eminent fervice, and clofe fearching labour, 
wherewith I felt a fpiritual travail, and fympathetic 
mourning over the great carnality, and departure 
from the way of peace, which greatly prevail in that, 
and Ae neighbouring places. Though there is a 
' peculiar people, and a royal priefthood, in that 
monthly meeting, yet as the number in a very dif- 
ferent fpirit, is great, the pure life is prevented from 
circulating, and purifying the temple. So that the 
ppofped, amongft the youth efpecially, is exceedingly 
difcouraging^ diffipation, or the gilded corruptions 
of human nature having poiTeffion, and, like the 
ftrorig man armed, keeping the houfe and all the 
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gpods thereof in peace : and 'till a ftronger than he^ 
by the fpirit of judgment and of burning, diflodges 
him of his hold, cafts him out, and ff»oils all his 
goods, there is but little room to expe£l fuch to 
demonftrate unto others, by the livelinefs of their 
fpirits, the circumfpe£lion of their condu^l, and a 
rightly feafoned conver(ation,that they are acquainted 
with the efficacious virtue of true religion. 

From Warrington, my hufband returned to York- 
fliire, in company with William Rotch of Nantucket, 
and we back into Chefhire* It was a rather gloomy 
parting to me, being very unwell with a rheumatick 
complaint in my head, and more deprefled in mind 
than I was free to exprefs to any ; which is often the 
c^fe with me, when under a fenfe of the awfulnefs 
of the work I am embarked in, of the iitde effed it 
has on the minds of many, and of my own exceeding 
great weaknefs, and apparent unfitnefs for engaging 
in facred things : fo that my way oft feems to lie 
by the valley and Ihiadow of death, v^ere I feel 
niyfelf iubje£l to fearful apprehenfions, and a deep 
and gloomy exercsfe. Neverthelefs, to the praife of 
the divine grace, my foul can thankfully and humbly 
acknowledge that, through wliat apt>eared the iinalleft 
graia af faith, prefervation hath been experienced, 
and ftrength to afcend, in the Lord's time, that holy 
mountain where nothing can/ hurt or deftroy; be- 
caufe the creature, and its attendant evils are fub* 
Je^d, and accefe to the feait of fat things, and of 
wine well refined, is gracioufly afforded, to the re- 
newed fupport of the drooping mind, which was 
xeady, but a little before, to caft away its coafi<- 
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^nce, and fay, '< the Lord hath forgotten me.'* 
Thus, as by a tender &ther, are we dealt with, 
under thofe proving difpenfations, which are eflen- 
dally neccfl&ry for carrying forward the work of 
lan&ification in the foul, and a preparation to receive 
Ac infcription of, ^ Holinefe unto the Lord.*^ 
When I confider the neceffity hereof, a fear, on 
the other hand, often arifes left it (hould be partially 
or fuperficially effeEtcd; and a fervent craving of 
fpirit, that the refining operations of the Holy Ghoft 
and Fire, may fo perform their affigned office, as 
that every fpecious appearance of felf-love may be 
confumed, and the fpring of a^lion, in the per- 
formance of both religious and moral duties, rendered 
pure* Thus varioufly is the attention of the tra- 
vailing foul turned ; and if the pure difcoveries of 
truth are but the obje£l fingly fought for, He who 
created light out of darknefs, and hath fown it for 
the righteous, doth, in times of our greateft extre* 
mity reveal himfelf to be the Lord Almighty* 

From Warrington we went to Sutton, Franley, 
Newton, Chefter, Nantwich, and Middlewich ; when 
our vifit to Chefhire fcemed ended, where, as in 
other places, we had to view, and mourn over, the 
defolation which hath prevailed amongft the profefTors 
of truth ; fo that the Heathen may query, " Where 
« is their God?" 

Our next ftage was to Leek, and fo to Colebrook 
Dale. We had meetings both at the New and Old 
Dgle, which were iavoured ftrengthening feafons, by 
aliiUty being graciouflyaSbrded and accepted, to fink 
dQwa deep into fuffering with > the precious feed -, 
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and a little exercifed remnant were found wreftlinf; 
in fpirit for the divine bleifing, who were viiited in 
the renewings of life, and inftrudlve counfel flowed 
towards them. Divers of the younger fort amongft 
them, have been vifited by affliAion ; the day of the 
Lord hath come upon all that was lifted up, and 
the projefb, like the fhips of Tarlhifh, which were 
intended to go to fetch gold, have been broken 
early in their fetting out, as at Eziongeber, and all 
their pleaiant pidures fpoiled ; which have evidently 
been permitted in mercy, that their afFedions might 
be loofened from things tranfient and perifliing ; and, 
inftead thereof, durable riches and righteou(hefs be- 
come th^ir inheritance. But as this work is great 
and glorious, and cannot be effected, iave by the 
humbling procefles of the work of fan£^ification in 
the foul, a .deep engagement dwelt upon my mind, 
that thofe in whom this work is begun, . may be 
preferved from flinching under it, or taking them- 
felves, or one another, as out of the furnace, before 
it effeU the great end for which it was prepared; 
and that, being redeemed from the fuperficies of 
religious experience, to an entire dependance on 
the holy purifying fpring of immortal life, they may 
approve themfelyes the )iumble followers of Cbrift i 
and, through the efiicacy of his own fpirit, be 
qualified to advocate the caufe of truth and righ* 
teoufnefs* 

From Coalbrook Dale we went to Shrewfl)ury, 
and were at two meetings there on firft day, which 
were favoured opportunities ; the latter was publicl% 
and a great many of the town'3 people attended. 
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Tlierc are fomc vifited young people in this place, 
and a profped of a revival comfortably affedecf our 
sunds. It was here to be determined whether we 
Ihould turn towards Worcefterfhire, Herefordfliire, 
&c. or into Wales; which was occafion of deep 
inquiry to find out the good and acceptable way; 
and as our minds were fingle herein, we were &voured 
to unite in the conclufion, that it was better now to 
turn into Wales, a ftep we had no reafon to repent of 
on any account, finding a peaceful ferenity attending 
our minds through the courfe of a folitary travel 
therein ; with fuch a fupply of flrength to dip into, 
and vifit the feed in thofe parts, as was caufe of 
humble thankfiilnefs to the Author of every good and 
fpiritual gift* His eye perceives the moft obfcure 
parts of his own creation, and gracioufly compaf- 
fionates His humble fuppliant children, who, under a 
fenfe of their own wants, are cafling all their care 
upon him, and looking fingly to his bountiful hand 
for food convenient for them, both fpiritual and tem- 
poral, in preference to the luxurious enjoyment of 
tranfitory things ; deiiring that bleffing which makes 
truly rich, and whereunto no deadly forrow is added* 
"We were comforted in finding a number of this fort 
in WaleSj particularly at Tuthynigarreg andLlanidlos; 
though, at the former, amongft divers of their mem- 
bers, a worldly fpirit and lukewarmnefs about the beft 
things prevail. 

We were alfo at Efkirgoch, a very poor defolat* 
place everyway; but fome folid people not profeffing 
vvith us attended the meeting, were a helfi to it j and 
G 
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my beloved companion was drawn in the language of 
confolation to vifit fome of thefe, who were as fheep 
wandering upon the mountains, and panting after a 
ihepherd. It was from this place we went to Lhni- 
dlos, where we had a large publlck meeting, and 
from thence to Rhyadyr, a place where there are no 
friends, but where we had a iatisfadory meeting 
amongil the town's people, in one of the rooms of 
the inns and after it went to Pales, and were at 
meeting there next day, which was a laborious 
fearching opportunity, many diforderly walkers being 
there. We then ftept out of Wales, and vifited the 
few friends at Almilly and Leominfter, in Hereford- 
{hire. The firft is very fmall, having fcarce any 
ftrength to fupport a meeting ; but many folid neigh* 
hours attending, it was a precious lively opportunity, 
and my fpirit was humbled, and awfully reverenced 
the condefcending goodnefs of our Almighty Helper, 
whofe lovingkindnefs is better than life, and the 
lifting up of the light of his countenaAce, than great 
riches. 

The meeting at Leominfter was low and trying. 
We went from hence to Troy near Monmouth in 
South Wales : here we lodged one night, and next 
morning fet ofF for Pontipool to the quarterly meet* 
ing, which was to be held the firft day following* 
Our dear and much valued friends T« Corbyn, H, 
Wilkins, and T. H. overtook us upon the road ; we 
were mutually glad to fee each other, and alfo to feel 
each others fpirits in the meetings we attended to* 
gfiither at Pontipool and Cardiff^ whither wc went 
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(after the quarterly meeting was ended) to attend 
the Welch yearly meeting. My mind, on drawing 
near to that place, was awfully afFe^ed, in a renewed 
fenfe of the important ftation of a go(pel minifter, 
which, the more my underftanding is opened, the* 
more I perceive to call for a watchful care to keep in 
the ftation, and to preferve it unblamable, by eiidea« 
vouring to dwell low enough with the gift, fe 99 
rightly to diftinguilh between a filent union with die 
feed in meetings (wherein we fometimes lympathlze 
with the concerns of others,) and our own publick 
fervice for the caufe. And I was thankful in feeling 
Iny ipirit humbly contrited, under a fenfe of my own 
weaknefs, and the commemoration of infinite kind« 
nefs in times paft ; and I iecretly fupplicated that the 
approaching folemnity might be gradoufly owned 
with the virtue of divine life,' immediately imparted 
from the great Minifter of minifters ; whereby I felf^ 
in a good degree, ftrengthened for my own meafure 
Qf exercife, which proved to be altogether in filence. 
But this was not the cafe with fome others ; with t 
few of whom a fenfe of near unity attended my ipirit^ 
both in a fecret travail of ipirit, and in the exercife 
of their gifts; never, that I remember, being fo 
fendble of the purity of that life which, and which 
only, quickens fervices in the church, and qualifies 
the centred mind, to judge righteouily concerning 
publick ofierings in meetings. Whatever has a ten« 
dency to clofe up the fpring of this life, by cafting 
Tubbi(h thereinto, inftead of induftrioufly removing 
itf iuch as tbe iballow Aiperficial Judgmeht of the 
G z 
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natural mind, its old experiences and wifdom, whick 
are held out of the life, can never availingly invite 
the wreftling foul, that is panting after the pure milk 
of the divine word, to the fountain of fpiritual con- 
folation, or refrefh the chriftian pilgrim in his journejr 
heaven-wards. O the purity of that life which is 
hid .with Chrift in God ! It cannot be fupported but 
by the flelh and blood, the virtue or divine nature, of 
the Son; nor can it unite with that which is not 
congenial to itfelf. There is a miniftry which, like 
the whirlwind, the earthquake, and the fire, makes 
apparent efFeds upon nature, {hakes it, throws it 
Into confufion, and kindles it with untempered zeal ; 
but proves very deficient in fettling it upon the fiirt 
foundation, or introducing it into that reft which is 
prepared for the people of God, who ceafe from all 
their own works ; or teaching it to diftinguifli be- 
tween the voice of the Shepherd, and the voice of 
the ftranger. Hence, many, otherwife Well- difpofed 
minds, have got bewildered, their attention diverted 
from the one great Objcft, and fixed upon facrifices 
of their own 5 which, in time, are fo depended upon 
for righteoufnefs, that the hunger which was once 
begotten decreafes, and the ftate of the church of 
Laodicea becomes theirs; growing rich and full, 
in.creafing with goods, and in need of nothing: when, 
alas ! though fpecigus their appearance, their fituation 
is moft wretched, and, in the light of truth, they are 
difcovered to ftand in need of every thing. Under 
thefe confiderations, my mind is often inftrufted in 
the neccffity of confiding only in the Spring of life 
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itfelf, and approving nothing as religious, but what 
comes from it, or is under its preparing fan^llfying 
power. And for this end, it is neceflary to be very 
watchful over the activity of felf, that the fpirits may 
be tried, and my faith proved, whether it is grounded 
and eftabliihed upon the right foundation, or is of 
that fort that wavers and floats upon any inuginary 
prefentation, whereby I may be rendered of thofc 
who are ni>t to exped any thing at the hand of God. 
James i. 6, 7. There are fo many ways for the 
mind, when it is off its guard, to be enfnared either 
into fenfible darknefs, or a righteouihefs of its own^ 
which is worft of all, that, when clothed with ^ 
fenle of my in&rmicy and weaknefs, I mourn In 
fpirit ; and am thankful when, in a grain of una- 
dulterated faith, I can fay, *' If thou wilt, thou canil 
« make me clean," and breathe for the blcffing of 
prefervation. 

From a fear of being inftrumental in fettling down 
yoimg people efpecially, in the form of ^ godlinefs 
without the power j and urging them to an appear- 
ance which might create felf-complacence, and 
reconcile them to an apprehenfion, that they are 
further advanced in the work of religion than 'it 
really the cafe, I have often forborne to drop fuch 
advice upon the fubjed of drefs, amongft thofe who 
were inconfiflent in their appearance, as, fometimes, 
I felt the teflimony of truth to didlate ; a departure 
from true fimplicity herein being generally obvious. 
At large meetings particularly, where friends from 
diftant parts are collected, there is a . conHderablc 

G3 
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appearance of inconfiftency in clothing and demea- 
nour, which, with many other things, indicate a love 
of the world, and a fellowihip with its fpirit : but 
tiiough a regulation herein is only a fmall part of the 
fruit of the good Tree, yet it is as afluredly a part, 
as the 'more ftriking conftituents of a Chriftian» 
« Whatfoever is not of faith is fin,*' isacompre- 
henfive truth, which neither approves an inconfiftent, 
nor a plaufible appearance and condud, merely as 
(uch s but wholly condemns every part of our lives 
which is not governed by the redeeming Spirit of 
truth, wherein our ^th (bould ftand: fo that, to 
attain this ftate, to live under the righteous control 
pf divine monition, is X apprd^end to be a follower 
9f Chrift, under whofe fpiritual baptifm the precious 
is Xeparated from the vile, and by whofe fan, the 
j^haflF, to which the vanities of this life may be com- 
pared, will ily, and leave the wheat, for divine 
protefiion, in. the heavenly garner. 

Feeling my mind drawn; to a little folid converfa- 
lion with a young woman, to whom I had felt near 
unity, and whom I believed to be under the preparing 
hand for fervice, but diffident in fpirit, and a fuitable 
opportunity offering, I accepted it i wherein I dropped 
a little matter by way of encouragement to her, in 
iier filent fleppings and hidden exercifesj taking 
occafion to obferve, that as (he had hitherto been 
preferved, in a good meafure, independent of human 
confolatipns, fo I wifhed her to continue, believing 
that the arm of Omnipotence was mofl eminently 
revealed tp us in this ftate of flnglenefs, under fuch 
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^irjtual provii^ and confliAs as are cflcndaBy ar* 
cefiary for &ii6Hfication« It was a time of oMttml 
comfort, and I was diankfbl that I gave ^p to ic 

At Cardiff we met again our bdored brochcr G. 
D. which both he and we rejoiced at. He wa 
£avoured in feveral of the meetings, eipeciaSlj 
publick ones, which were large ; bfit mj dear < 
panion had not much openne£B for piMick bboor^ 
till the laft oppcvtunity with friends felcA; wkcn &e 
was ftrengthened to vifit the members of our (bdcty 
in a memorable manner ; wfaicb with ibme wifl, I 
tnift, be as a nail iaftened in a fure place. In onr 
way from Cardiff to Briftol, to which we were 
bound, we ftopped at Newport to hreakhi^ where 
my companion and G. D« fHt sn indinadon to have 
a publick meeting, wfaicL was readilv complied Thh, 
and held in a room in the inn ; many came to it, aod 
it was a favouied opportanity. 

We proceeded on our journey^ eroded what b 
called the New Paflage, and reached Brtftol bte that 
night. We met with a hoTpiuble reception fro<ii 
Lydia Hawkfworth) with whom we iojoumed^ and 
next day I went with my companion and Lydia to 
fee our beloved honoured friend, C. Phillips, then 
at J. Hipfley's at Congeribury. She was in a languiil 
ftate of health, which in fome degree occafioned a. 
depreffion of ipirits; but her beft life was ftrong^ 
though hid from herfelf with Chrilc in God. She 
hath been a faithful, laborious (cnrant in the church, 
efpecially under the exercife of her gift, which wa^ 
eminent for its purity, its copioufiiefs^ and clearnefs^ 

G4. 



128 TheLIFEof 

. / 

^ diftinguifhing the good and evil trees by reprefentmg 

their fruits in their true light. Her miniftrjr had 
a tendency to raife into dominion the pure life, and 
in fupplication fhe hath been often wonderfully 
favoured w^ith near accefs, and enabled to caft down 
every crown, and to afcribe worfhip and praife, fal- 
vation and ftrength, to the Lord God and the Lamb. 
Since my mind has been gracioufly vifited ^rith a 
fenfe of truth, fuch hath been my fentiment concern- 
ing this great ahd good woman : but about two 
years ago, to my humble admiration, in a feafon of 
gr£at proving of fpirit, it was fo renewed and fealed 
to me, the inward attraftion fo ftrong, and the 
evidence that flic was a faithful follower of the. Lamb 
fo undoubted, (a language fweedy flowing througii 
my mind, "I have chofen her and fhe is mine,") that 
I not only rejoiced, and was ftrengthened, but (aw 
the abundant fuperiority of the unfoldings of truth, 
to all the prepofleffion we can receive from the 
experience of others j my want of an outward ac- 
quaintance with her being thus amply fupplied by the 
gracious condefcenfion of the Head of the church, 
who wifely and myfterioufly unites together the large 
and fmall member? of His body, and, by fuch con- 
nexion, makes them more ufcful'to each 40ther than 
they know, or can of themfelves conceive. Where 
I this union ^nd fenfe is thus received, I am of the 

t' belief that nothing but a departure from the divine 

I life, wherein a chriftian fellowfliip ftands, can ever 

j alter our inward feelings towards the Lord's anointed. 

Though I am often difmayed at the fight of things 
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within and without, and fince die time alluded to, 
have been ready to by in my bafte, ^ all men are 
liars ;" yet it was matter of renewed confolation and 
abafement of mind, that on being in company with 
our beloved friend, C* PhHlips, my feelings refpeding 
her were revived, with fweetnels and rejoicing. But 
thefe were mixed with an inexpreffible fympathy, and 
fenfe of the buffetings and floods of the dragon, yea, 
and of his temptations as in the wildernefs ; where^ 
though fhe hungered, yet, with unconquered fortitude, 
fhe nobly refifted every importunity to command the 
ftones to be made bread* Having fufFered with her 
Lord and Matter, and been preferved through many 
temptations, my fecret belief was that life will again- 
arife abundantly in her, and her garments,, ey"«ll i'li 
this ftate of mutability, be wafhed and made white 
m the blood of the fufFering, yet vidlorions Lamb. 
And oh.! how did all that was within me bow under 
this perfuailon,, and under a fenfe that the difcipies of 
Jefus have, in proportion to their ftrength and gifts,, 
a meafure of afflidlions to fill for their own, and the 
body's lake, which is His church. Here my reflec- 
tions on myfelf were exceedingly awful ; I confidered 
that I was j'uft entering the field, unflcilled in war^ 
with the armour but newly put on, and exceedingly 
uncertain whether I fliall not fall a prey to mine 
enemy. But, O Lord t teach, I pray the6, my 
hands to war, and my fingers to fight, even the good 
fight of faith, in the fufficiency of thy power, and' 
againft every intrufion of my own 5 that Thou, in aH 
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things^ ma]^ be glorified^ and if I perifli, it may be 
at thy footftooH 

The yearly meeting at Briftol came on, and lafted 
three days. It afforded many opportunities for fuf- 
fering, and deep gloomy exercife, to thofe who 
travailed in fpirit for the arifings of life, which, 
neverthelefs, for a fhort feafon, in divers of them, 
fenfibly circulated ; but it feems 9s if, for want of 
veflels rightly prepared, the current was often turned 
backward, and retired again into obfcurity, where a 
baptized nnmber endeavoured patiently to dwell ; 
amongft whom was my beloved companion, who 
found but little liberty to relieve her burdened mind. 
The firft day after the yearly meeting, we were at 
Claverham meeting, which was a favoured infirudtive 
opportunity, and returned to Briftol to their evening 
meeting ; at the concluAon of which, my companion 
had to revive the meflage fent to Hczekiab) and, 
with evident ftrength and dearnefs, to apply it to 
fome there. A young man, who was then in the 
vigour of life, was foon feized with an epidemick 
kveiy and >« a few weeks removed from this ftage of 
mortality ; and feveral others who took the diforder, 
narrowly efcaped with their lives ; to whom the pre* 
vious admonition, to iet their houfes in order, was 
likewife feafonable. Next day we went to Sudbury,, 
to the quarterly meeting for Gloucefter and Wilts.. 
Here we found a gseat want of true zeal and love 
to the caufe of truth, wherein living members are 
united in harmonious labour,, and cemented together 
in the covenant of life^ which preferves from a dif- 
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pofition that would look only to felfifh things, acid 
enlarges the heart in an upright care for the profperitjr 
of others. 

From Sudbury we took meetings at Bath,Weftbury, 
Lavington, Devizes, Marlborough, and Uxbridge, ia 
in our way to London, being favoured to get fafe- 
there the thirty^firft of fifth monthi which afForded 
us a few days to reft, before the yearly meeting: 
began. This meeting opened, to thofe whofe fpiri* 
tual faculties were alive in the truth, a field of exer- 
cifing labour ; wherein a fteady watchful care was 
aeceflary for all to keep to their own ftations and' 
vocations, with an attentive eye to the great IVfafler> 
as a bufy indifcrcet interference of His iervants, ever 
interrupts the beautiful order and proiperity of His* 
work. 

The fclcft meetings were to. me, as they generally' 
are at our yearly meetings, (though not all alike- 
attended with life) feafons of deep inftrudion, whiclr 
I was made huniblingly fenfible could not be the cafe,, 
by any capacity of my own to render them fo,, but 
by being admitted (however undeferv^dly) for a fhorC; 
time,^ by the Mafter of aflemblies, into the heaven!/ 
treafury,. where the faints' provifion,, the armour of 
jnghteoufnefs, and the juft balance of the fanftuary^ 
are all. to be found y and where, as we deeply and 
quietly abide,, we are furnifhed with an^ unerring: 
perceptioM of what, amongft the many offerings icu 
the vifible church, proceeds from the divine repofi- 
tory, and what doth not : fo that individuals thu3> 
gathered^, though in an obfure exerci&^may fay witti> 
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the apoftle, and which I heard revived in one of thefe 
meetings, " in every thing I am inftrufted." And 
as in the opening of fpiritual things, and beings 
favoured in fome degree wrth a fenfe of truth, re- 
fpe£ting the fubje(5ls of deliberation which come 
before thefe meetings, the natural difpofitlon fome- 
times prompts us to make publick remarks confonant 
with our feelings ; I have, thus for, found it necef- 
fary to fet a double watch upon this ftde, left I ihould 
ftep forward unbidden to put a hand to the ark, (the 
real ftate of which Uzza faw as well as I) and fo, 
like him, unavailingly labour, and introduce death 
upon myfelf ; proving unworthy of an admittance 
into the treafury, and of being intrufted with divine 
fecrets, which are not to be revealed but in the 
divine will, and under the fenfible diredlion of the 
High Prieft of our profeffion ; that the bread which 
we minifter, being given us by Him, may alfo be 
bleffed, and that, however apparently coarfe and 
infufficient, its efficacy and extenfive ufefulnefs may 
abound to thofe who are fed, and redound to His 
praife whofe will is our fan<3:ification. As an atten- 
tive care on this hand is neceflary, I likewife per- 
ceived a danger on the other, when, in the funplicity 
and nakednefs of truth, and confequently unadorned 
with any thing goodly in my own eyes, a right feafon 
has been difcovered to exprefs a few words, and 
through unprofitable diffidence, and undervaluing the 
fmallnefs of the appearance, I have put by thefe little 
openings to duty. This was more than once the cafe 
-during the fittings of the fek<ft meetings this year, and 
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which contributed to my own increafingweakneft. So 
diat, whilfl we are deHreus to keep our own hearts, 
and be preferved from prodigality in imparting our 
religious feelings, we ought alfo to ftand refigned to 
the fecret intimations of truth, in order to approve 
ourielves good ftewards of the manifold grace of 
God ; advancing from one degree of favour, accept* 
ance, and communion with Him, to another, and 
thus becoming eflabliihed before Him as children 
without rebuke. 

The meeting for difcipline erf" women ^friends be- 
came exceedingly weighty to me, as the friend who 
was clerk laft year declined the office, and my name 
was mentioned by divers for that fervice. I fought 
to object, under an avirful fenfe of the weightinefs of 
that ftation, efpecially in fo large and newly eftabliflied 
a meeting, and of the feebleneis of my qualifica- 
tions for it; but I foon felt all refiftance chained 
down in me, and a fecret fervent breathing begotten 
for that holy affiflance, which I knew to be fuperior 
to every effort of my own without it : for though a 
degree of exertion is neceflary, and the natural &cuU 
ties of mind are called upon to fervice, yet I faw they 
are no longer inflrumental in helping forward the 
caufe of truth and righteoufnefs, than whilft they arc 
actuated by divine love and lifeji and abide in the faith ; 
without the goverrunent of which, they are no better 
^han founding brafs, and a tinkling cymbal. Under 
this humbling perfuafion, I took my feat, having 
E. T. and S. D. to affifl; and the bufmefs of the 
»eeting opened, which proved, in the fcveral fucceed* 
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ing fittings, a profitable fervice, introducing women 
friendS) more generally than heretoforey into an^ 
exercife on their own, their families, and the church's 
account ; for want of which, great declenfion from 
the virtue of true religion, and the fimplicity it le^ds. 
into, has long lamentably fpread ^ongft us as a 
people* And fince, in the turnings and overturnings 
erf" the great Controller of events,, a women's yearly 
meeting is eftabliihed,. and for thefe two lad: years 
hath been regularly opened in correfpondence with 
the feveral quarterly meetings, in order more deeply 
to enter into the ftate of fociety, a» it is feen in the 
truth, anecei&tywas evidently difcovered from meet-- 
ing to meeting, for friends to increafe their acquaint* 
aace with the lights which only makes manifeft, and^ 
without which our judgment is exceedingly imperfe£l ;. 
and when this is obtained, not only to work in it, but 
to work wifely in it,, endeavouring to fiipprefs a dif- 
pofition which is not purely intent upon reaching the 
witnefs iaeath other,, even when under the neceffity 
ef humblingly difplaying that chriftian: virtue, of 
rendering gpod for evil, and of being willing to endure 
all things.. Chriftian condefcenfion is one of the great 
wheels whereby thecaufe o£trudv.is advanced,.amongili 
rightly exerci&d. members, in the meetings for difcii- 
pline. When a burden refts on the mind of any,. 
it adds greatly to its^ weight,, and recommends it to* 
thofe to whom it is oiFered^ if communicated in fim-- 
plicity„ and fubmitted in the fpirit of true meeknefe^, 
and no inclination is difcovered to urge that out of 
ihetruthj.whichatfirft-wasdelivercd-with.theXavour.oC 
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it; even though it may feem to undergo perfecution, 
by that wifdom in others which is from beneath, and 
is carnal s ibr a bM&ng belongs to thofe who rightly 
endure perfecution, and being reviled, revile not 
again. 

To difcriminate between our own fpirits, and a 
right zeal when contending^ for the £uth, requires 
great finglenefs of heart, and opennefs to felf-con-* 
virion, which I have forrowfiilly obferved too few 
arrive at, or dwell in ; and hence we are deprived of* 
an incfeafe in the increafe of God, the fruit-bearing 
branches not being fo effedually purged, as to enable 
them to bring forth more good fruit. — O die beauty 
of the living branches, when they abide in the vine^ 
draw their fap from the root, and retain only an holy 
emulation with each other! a preferving canopy 
would fuch form in meetings for difcipline, as well 
as worfhip, and many who are light in their ipirits, 
refembling the fowls of the air, would be induced to 
lodge, under it. No boafting> no felf-feeking, no 
fpirit that would rend or tear the tender feelings of 
any feeble traveller, could here have any place ; be- 
caufe being branches which bring not forth good 
fruit, they are cut off and caft into the fire. But as,, 
in the prefent mixed ftate of things, and e^ecially 
in thefe meetings,, where friends are untrained to the 
publick exercife of their gifts,, and unaccuftomed to 
fit under a diverfity of fentiments, occafions for 
the trial of chrifHan virtues will occur, I was re- 
newedly convinced of the neceffity, ^which thofe 
vho^ a£l in the flation. oi clerks have to be dear 



»36 The LIFE of 

in their views, by dwelling near enough to the fpirit 
of the gofpel, fo as to receive qualifications there- 
from, in pure wifdom, to ftrengthen or to make v^aj 
for that lowly plant which is righteous, and boafts 
not itfelf in the garden of the Lord j but to which 
die promife and bleffing belong, *' for all the trees of 
** the field fhall know, that I> the Lordy have brought 
«' down the high tree, and exalted the low tree, have 
*' dried up the green tree, and caufed the dry tree to 
"flourifli;" yea, the valleys are exalted, and the 
mountains reduced, when the feed of immortal life 
reigns, and fways its pure fceptre in the affemblies of 
the people of God. The attention of my mind was, 
therefore, fecretly attrafted to the Father of lights, 
by whofe powerful difcoveries I faw myfelf; and 
notwithftanding the bufinefs of the meeting almoft 
conftantly employed me, yet I was favoured to feel a 
frequent abftraftednefe, and ample opportunities, un- 
der a prevailing fenfe of my own weaknefs, fervently 
to petition the Lord to be with my.fpirit, to k^p me 
patient in my prefent emplc^, meek in my demeanour,, 
and truly a fervant to His caufe and people. And I 
may with thankfulnefs acknowledge, to the praife of 
His grace, which is fufficient for all the wants of His 
children, that, however deficient in many refpeds for 
the ftation, I comfortably felt divine ftrength and 
wifdom underneath; wherein the precious unity of 
the one fpirit, not only with the prefent, but divers 
abfent friends, confolated my often drooping mind. 
Notwithftanding the foregoing obfervations, the 
Daeetings, in general, were attended with living^ 



SARAH GRUB B. 137 

Tirtue, and the humble travailers were refreflied and 
inftruSed therewith. 

After the yearly meeting was over, my hufband 
and I ftaid a few days about London, as did my be- 
loved companion R. J. to whom I ftill felt bound 
in the fervice wherein (he was engaged ; and there- 
fore fet out again with her for the weftern counties, 
the feventeenth of the fixth month. We took the 
meetings of Staines, Bafingftoke, Whitchurch, An- 
dover, Salifbury, Rumfey, and Ringwood, in our way 
to Fordingbridge, where the quarterly meeting for 
Hampfliire was held. It was a time of fome degree 
of favour and encouragement, to a few honeft- 
hearted friends in that county ; fome . of whom arc 
under a renewed vifitation of divine mercy. From 
hence we went to the quarterly meeting of Dorfet^ 
held ^ Pool; in which my dear companion was 
enabled to difcharge her exercifed mind of a load 
which flie found there, in a powerful manner; the 
ftate of that county being very low, the living 
fcarcely able to bury the dead. We then proceeded 
to the meetings of Shaftfbury, Marnhull, Sherborne, 
and Yeovil, where my dear hufband left us, intend- 
ing for Briftol, and from thence to Ireland. On 
this occaAon, I felt a fecret breathing fDr the con- 
tinuance of the Lord's protefting providence, both 
with refpeft to the fafety of the body, and the prefer- 
Vation of our minds in His fear, arid an increafe in 
His favour. 

From Yeovil we went to Puddimore, Longfutton, 
Uminfter, Chard, Bridport, and fo to Exeter, where 
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we found, as in fome of the foregoing places, a kw 
innocent concerned friends; but the want of that bap-« 
tifm which initiates into the church of Chrift, and builds 
up the members into a (piritual houfe, a holy temple 
in the Loid, where he prefides and minifters, was fen* 
fibly felt I and yet the language of encouragement to 
prefs forward to this ftate, appeared to us to be the 
language of truth. In general, the fpirit of the world, 
though often difguifed, fo much prevails, that before 
the right foundation can be difcovered, a fpecious pile 
of buildings wants pulling down i and therefore fot 
minifters rightly to vifit meetings and individuals in 
this ftate, requires foundnefs of judgment, ftrength 
in the pure faith,, patient perfeverance and righteous 
zeal ; all^of which, when I fee myfelf, I feel the 
want of.* 

• The following paflages arc extrafled from her letter*: 
■ 9th of 7th month, 1786. As 1 truft our alUance 

to each other in fpirit, is Uronger than the ties of nature^ 
it is not (we may conclude) inconfiHent therewith, to im* 
part to each other without flraitnefs, in the circulation of 
mutual love and renewed fympathy ; for without this quick <• 
ening experience, all our communications mull be lifelefs 
-and indpid. How excellent is the life of truth ! the want 
of it in myfelf, and in others, is a daily burden to my 
jnind ; and the burden bearers, in places where we come, 
being very few, renders it ftill more heavy. To fay that 
the ftate of the fociety is low in thefe weHem parts, is fo 
general, and fo juil a complaint, that there is a danger of 
its being taken up without feeling fulEciently the fpirit of 
mourning. 

— — " Thirteenth pf 7th month, «786. We endea- 
vour quietly to get forward ; and by the continued fuf- 
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We ftatd their firft-day meeting at Exeter, and 
dien went to Kingfbridge, taking a little meeting at 
Newton Bufhel in our way, and to Plymouth, where 
we attended their monthly meeting ; which is in fo 
wesdc a ftate, as to be far (hort of fupporting the 
dignity of chriftian difcipline in its own fpirit ; and 
this is lamentably the cafe in many other places. 

taining evidence, that the beft ftrength is gradoofly near 
to aifift in the needfd time, and the bleffing which makes 
truly rich (bmetimes revealed in die midft of our poverty, 
we are preserved, thus &-, in a degree of thankfblnefs to the 
great Supplier of all the neceffities of His people ; though 
often attended with the fpirit of mourning over the feat'* 
tered remnant of a once flourifhing heriuge. Though in 
Home places there is but little to vifit, yet not being a 
people wholly given up to reproach, and the pure feed Bam 
groaning for deliverance, a little room is left to labours 
and here and there an exerciied member dwells, with whom» 
whenever they were found, our minds could not but dip 
into near fympathy ; fo that any little opening to fervice> 
in fach defolate places, ought not to be declined, but rather 
cherifhed, in confidence that the good Huibandman will 
again plough and fow Hit plantation, and blefs the labour 
of thofe He puts forth. I cannot fay that this is an ex« 
pedation which hath abundantly attended my mind, in 
oar pafllng along ; but, juft as I write, a little hope is re- 
newed, that the vineyard will again profper, by a right 
and necefTary extirpation of the briers, the thorns, and the 
noxious weeds ; and, by a holy cultivation, be prepared 
for the true plants, wherever fcattered, being enclofed 
within divine protefUon, and rendered fruitful in holinefs, 
fo as to be fitted to receive the heavenly Vilitant, and made 
able to endure the northern and the fouthern blads. O 
that this hope may not perifh, but prove true in a future 
day, when the earth is ihakea of her reft ! 
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It is only as the gathered churches become (enfiWc 
of their deplorable fituation, look beyond their own 
natural abilities, to the well of life in themfelves, ^ 

and get low enough to draw water thereout, that a 
reftoration of the power will be witnefled, which is 
Jefus in the midft of ihem. We alfo attended their 
meetings the firft-day following, which were deeply 
exercifing; but our gracious Helper was near, 
ftrcngthening to an honeft labour; wherein the right 
way to the kingdom, was proved to be widely different 
from that wherein many are walking ; and under this 
help, a degree of holy folemnity was felt." 

In addition to the preceding journal of this vifit> 
which appears to be left fliort, the following extra<as 
have been made from her letters ; which^ though not ^ . , . ^ 
' containing a regular, continued account, may afford 
further information and inftruftion. 



■ ' ■ ' " The prefent journey with my beloved 
friend, has been a frefli trial of the uprightnefs of 
my defire after dedication ; for after returning from 
Ireland, I earneftly fought quietude and obfcurity, to 
fettle down amongft my valuable connections and en- 
joy their fociety, or the benefits of folitude ; but the 
reward of peace was not the attendant of thefe 
profpefts, nor did the cloud appear to reft upon my 
tabernacle : the Words, " Time is fliort," were 
deeply infcribed upon my heart, fo that one thing or 
other bids me take a few more fteps in the tribulated 
path of gofpel obedience." 
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■ " I have felt myfelf thefe few days back, 

as near the end of my prefent commiffion, my faith, 
patience, and every chriftian virtue, as to the point 
<^ land before us ; and being fo far from home, 
aggravates the profpeA, and gives me very much the 
feeling of a pelican in the wildernefs, out of the reach 
of almoft any other help, iave that holy Arm which 
leads about and inftruds, in what appears to us the 
moft deferted fituation, and moreover hath promifed 
to keep as the apple of the eye. Could I believe 
myfelf to be one thus provided for, and to whom the 
arm of power will continue to be extended, fome of 
my fecret cogitations would be lefs painful and 
gloomy, and with great pleafantnefs, I could advance 
forward, though in a tribulated way. 

From Plymouth we came into Cornwall, taking 
Germains, Looe, Liikard, Auftel, and Mevagifley 
meetings, in our way to Falmouth, where, and in 
its neighbourhood, we have met with fome valuable 
friends. In the weftern counties through which 
we have come, vi:^. Hampfhire, Dorfetfhire, Somer- 
fetfhire, and Devonihire, the fociety, as to the cir- 
culation of that life which we profefs to be feeking 
the influence of, is indeed lamentably low. A 
worldly fpirit, and a ftate that is neither hot nor cold, 
greatly prevails ; fo that the few living members (for 
there is here and there one) are fcarcely able to lift 
the ftandard of truth, or revive the remembrance of 
the law. But in this county, viz. Cornwall, things 
are better i a right zeal having fprung up in divers, 
to fearch into the real ftate of the churchy and what 
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is more, a care firft to fearcli themfelves ; an exercife 
gready wanted amongft aflive members in many 
places. C. P's. labours in thefe parts have been, we 
think, eminently blefTed; and the good effeAs of fuch 
a faithful difcharge of duty, and bearing a fteady 
uniform teftimony to the truth, and againft error, 
would, there is no doubt, oftner be found, if that 
were oftner tried. We get but (lowly forward fincc 
we came into this county ; for though I have men- 
tioned fome good' in it, yet we find it clofe exercifing 
work, to get clearly down to the good thing alluded 
to ; and have ftaid longer in places hereabout, than 
any where before. Yefterday was trying to my 
almoft worn out mind ; my companion got a little 
relieved in the morning, but I faw no way for myfelf 
all the day, though under a great weight $ but fo it 
is, we need patience and fubje£iion in fuch times,* 
left we move before the waters have rifen to their 
appointed height." 

> *< We have been favoured to get along 

without accidents, and have to acknowledge that, 
many ways, we are helped beyond our frequent ex- 
pectation ^ finding, (as we fuppofe others do) dif- 
couragements on the right hand, and on the left; 
which, if fufFered to prevail, would foon deftroy that 
little grain of efEcacious faith which remove^ moun- 
tains, and without which, however we may labour 
and wafte our ftrength, fuch mountains of difficulty 
and unfruitfulnefs as the chriftian traveller meets 
with, can never be removed. How neceflary is it 
then to fight the good fight of faith: that fo, when 
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pure life is circulating, inftead of knowing it not, 
we may be ftrengthened to lay hold of it, and to 
•experience the inner man fo renewed in us, as to 
actuate every fervice.— Here we fee our own infuffi* 
ciency, and how unavailing it is to depend upon our 
ftrengtfa and judgment, in things belonging to our- 
(elves or others." 

— — — " I have been at meeting th'is morning at 
Collumpton, a fmall gathering of lukewarm profef- 
fors, in the general; but a few folid young people 
afforded a comfortable proiped for the future.^- 
Silence was my lot here ; but my fpirit was deeply 
humbled, in feeling die baptizing virtue of truth 
near to purify my vefiel, which I efteem more than 
the faireft qualifications for publick fervice ; and I am 
more and more led fecretly to fupplicate the increafe 
of this Iblid experience and ability, to endure with 
chriftian firmnefs and patience thofe diipenlations by 
which it is obtained. Neverthelefs, I am often 
deeply tried in religious meetings, with fuch exceed- 
ing great ftrippednefs of good, and intrufion of 
thoughts which I by no means approve there, that 
I mourn under it ; and when any thing opens, which 
appears like a difcovery. of truth, to give it to others 
when I am ready to perifli with hunger myfelf, is 
almoft irreconcileable ; efpecially when after giving 
up to it, I find myfelf as poor when a meeting breaks 
up, as when it began. I can hardly defcribe what I 
fecretly fuffer from meeting to meeting, on tbi$ 
account ; fo diat when I am £ivoured with a fenfible 
evidence of the iandifying power of the Minifter 
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of minifters, yet dwelling in my earthen veflel, 
abundantly doth my foul acknowledge, that the excel- ^ 
lency of the power is not of us, but of Him, and 
that he hath a right to reveal it when and how he 
pleafeth/' 

She attended the circular meeting at Gloucefter, 
in the ninth month; from whence (he returned 
pretty direftly into Yorkfliire, and was at the 
quarterly meeting for that county. In the forepart 
of the tenth month, fhe proceeded with G. D« and 
others, to the county of Durham, and attended the 
quarterly meeting there. Of thefe fervices, no 
remarks can be added, as there does not appear 
any thing material of her own prefervc d reipe^ling 
them. 
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C H A P. V* 

Family Vtfit at ShejffSeU.^Her iOhe/s thiri.^Conftdi* 
ration of removing into Ireland.^'^yourney into Lin- 
colnJhire.'^Removat to Ireland^'^youmey into HoU 
land^ Germany^ and France* 

IN the firft inonth> 1787, Cbe was engaged with 
Rebecca Jones, and others, in a religious vifit ta 
the- families of friends at iiheffield; concerning which^ 
ihe writes as follows : 



" The vifit here is got through^ and I hope 
profitably to many, and efpecially the youth, of 
whom here are great numbers : fome of the appren- 
tices are very raw, but others feem turning about 
with defire to find, and make, the right purchafe. 
They 2x^ indeed, altogether, a great load of care, 
upon the fhepherds and IhepherdefTes in this placen 
whofe concern, I hope, is increafing. It is pleafant 
to find increafing unity and opennefs amongft rightly 
concerned friends in this place, and that love which 
Gafteth out fear/* 

At the clofe of this family vifit, fhe was taken 
very ill, with a heavy cold, and an inflammation of 
the lungs. This diforder continued feveral weeks, 
^luring which ihe was brought very low in body and 
ciind. But the great Phyfician, on whom appeared 
H 



146 Thb life of. 

to be her fole dependance, faw meet to laife her 
again, and to renew a conflderable portion of liealtfa 
and ftrength. Of this illnefs, and the exercife of 
her mind under it, as wdl a& of her feelings in the 
Teview of it, fome account will be conveyed by the 
fpUowing extrads. fnnn.her letters^ writtpn wbilft fhc 
was on the recovery^ 

' ■ ■ ■ ■ «* I am now&voured withaJriUty to anfwer 
your folicitude myfelf, and fity, that the apqount you 
had of my illnefs was, I apprehend, not worfe than 
the reality; having been reduced to the gates of 
death to all appearance^ with an inflammation: of my 
lungs, which had been approaching fome weeks^ and 
arrived at son awAil crifis; at which time, by the 
merciful interpofition of the good Phyfician, the dif* 
order took a favourable turn, and opened again my 
ftoffcQs tOvtbis nuxed ftate of things. My bodily 
affli6lion was great^ but the conflidh and gloomy^ 
exereifes of my mind, were not leis, being invdyed 
in alllhe weaknefs and infafficiency of human nature, 
in endeavouring ta attain to the fpring of pure con- 
felation, at the fame time that^ in unerring wildom, 
it was fealed in my view: (b that, upon^lte whole, k 
was a feafon^ of deep proving, and, I humbly truft^ 
lafting inftrudion; by rendering more fingle the 
attention of my mind to divine difcoveries, whereby 
our duty is feen, and ftrength to perform it acceptably 
received. To be found faithful in die great work of 
the prefent life, is an object of fuch magnitude, that 
all things elfe appear comparatively trifling, when we 
are looking into a ftate of eternal duration." 
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•■ M ^The wsQTS of wififom area great deq^ 

and the &figtts of lemoving from, or reftoring to, this 
uncertain and probationary flate of being, are often 
for purpofes wiiich require a daily waiting for, and 
dependance upon, the unfolcKngs of pare inflra^on^ 
in order proikably to difcorer them, I confider diis 
to be my own cale, and often remember a remark of 
J« Woolman's to a friend, perhaps fimilarly circum- 
ftanced; ^ tio we (fays he) get through with great 
difficulty, and yet recover; He requires that we 
fliould be purged from diofsy and our ear opened to 
difcipline/' 

— — — <* I am £ivoured to continue recovering, 
though often reminded that in every fenfe I am a poor 
weak creature, andunder abundant neceffity to hold 
iaft die litde flroigth I have, and patiently wait for 
the renewings cf that life which quickens, and gives^ 
joy In^tfae fpiritual creation* But I am ftill too car- 
nally* minded, ioe much difpofed to look outward, 
and too litde to preft through the oppofition of na- 
cure, to that true wdghtinefs of fpirit which I eaumctklf 
fdu^t for in a late feaibn of adverfity» Thefe things 
convince us that, in order to win^the; crown in view^ 
we muft fight the good fight^ and wrefUc for tba& 
£uth which only gives, the vidoqr/' 



The iubje<2 of their removing into Iteland, and 
fettling there, had, for aconfiderable while, engaged 
her foUd confid^ration ; and the propriety of that 
H a 
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undertaking was*about this time attended with fuch 
^learnefs to her own mind, and that of ner hufhand, 
that they apprehended the time was near for their 
departure from this land. Divers of her letters, 
written on this occafion, (hew her fenfe of the im- 
portance of this meafure, and how great and exemplary 
was her concern, that they might be direfied wifely 
and fafely concerning it. The following have been 
^ekded from them. 

«— — — ^ Our minds have been under frequent, and 
fometimes unprofitable, concern how to difpofe of 
ourfelves. There feems an abundance of places to 
Choofe from, both in Ireland and here ; but to know 
t>ur right lot, is what we are both defiring fingly to 
ftand open to the diicovery of, if conveyed to us ever 
fo.fimply ; the light which manifefts it, be it ever fo 
fmall, will, I belfeve, latisfy our failing minds« W«. 
liave need to be reduced low, that we may fo obtain 
the knowledge of the divine will, as cheeriuUy to 
yield obedience thereto. Though we think we have 
waited long for inftrudion, yet as our opinions, of 
ourfelves efpecially, are often very fallacious, it is 
not impoffible but we are fer from that ftate of felf- 
nothingneft and dependance, which I am fometimes 
ready to hope we are on the brink of. We are at 
prefent quite unbound to any places perhaps to have 
no place of abode is the lot defigned us ; a lot that 
much oppofes my inclination, btit if right, however 
trying, it muft be fubmitted to, and its confequenccs 
lijtewifei as the re^uirings of the day." 
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— — " My mind has of late, looked with moie 
clearneis thto before, towards Ireland. It has been 
a fubjed of confideration, attended already with 
much anxiety; and now that I am af^rehenfive I 
have feen a right opening towards it, I wilh to be 
.preferved from looking back, or entering into unpro* 
fitable confiderations about it; but rather to leave 
the matter at pcefent, only ftanding open to the dis- 
coveries of more light, either for or againft it, and 
reipe£ting the right time of moving, or of not 
moving at all, which I know to be the fituation 

of my hulband's mind refpedling it. 1 well 

know, that unlefs we are in our right places, w« 
can have np true enjo)rm«nt or expectation of fup« 
port under, or the bleffing upon, our allotted portion 
of fuffering ; and we have proved both lands to have 
in them their fhare of trials and probations ; and 
know that things which look the moft plealant in 
either, may foon, as fome of them have abready aC 
times been, he embittered, and {haded with gloom* 
1 wiOi however to number my blei&ngs, for they are 
many, and' far beyond my deferts..'^ 

■ " I often wiih that I could learn to be ftill 

.when I have nothing to do, and inftead of ftraining 
my eyes in the dark, and watching the breaking of 
-the day, to dwell quietly in the ward all night, be>- 
Ueving in the light, and obediently workinjg therein. 
The outward day breaks gradually upon us, and^ 
. e3q)erience teaches. us the certain indication of it» 
approach, a dawning of light, which we are not apt 
td diihelieve, nor dou|}t that the meridiaa of it wii^ 

Ha 
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come in due time. And as in the outward, we can- 
tiot haften that time, no more can we with refpeft to 
divine ilhiminations. Does it not therefore, remain 
to be our bufine&, to wait for the light when a little 
of it appears, to believe in it, and that the fulnefs of 
Ac day will come, though we do not now fee it ; 
remembering that, ^< blefied are they that have not 
feen, and yet have believed.'' This is what I 
apprehend to be right to do, and what I wifli tx> 
attain ; 1>ut I would by fio means infinuate, that I 
confidently believe myfelf to have arrived 4t it^ in 
the profpe£t of removing to Ireland; meaning only, 
that after a ftate of anxiety, and toffing sfbdtft 
with every wind of the 'fentimehts of ediers, I 
feemed to get into lefignadon's harbour. I am 
however willing to ftand open to further convt^ion; 
and if the will ihould be gracioufly accepted for tkt 
"deed, my poor bark excufed the expofupe, and my 
4ear R. G« £itisfied, (which I do not doubt if rt is 
right) it will not be an «npleafant releafe from aa 
engagement tx> yifhich I now fed myietf rather bound : 
for there are m^hy in this nation, and in our own 
country, (fetting afide my near relatives after the 
fiefh) to whom I am clofely attached, and ft'om whom 
nature will flinch to part; but there are alfo divers of 
this clafs in Ireland, whofe friendfliip will, if my 
cefidence there be right, greatly repair the lofs, and 
tend to fmooth the otherwife rugged path, ' This is 
looking at fecondary caufes, a view which I do not 
wi(h often to take; becaufe to be in the place 
<affigned, (whether I were known of mortals or sot) 
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where the great work of fimdificadon and acceptance 
in divine fiivour is going forward^ would, I am lads- 
lied, afford a peace fuperior to all hunuui confola- 
tions, and enable the truly absded mind nobly to fay, 
^^ Although the fig-tree fliall not blqflbm, neither 
fhall firiiit be in the vines i die labour of the olive 
fliall iail, and the fields ihall yield no meat) the 
flock Ihall be ciit off from the fokj, and there fliall 
be no herd in the ftalls i yet I will rejoice in thcT 
Lord, I win joy in the God of my falvation:" a 
gloYious experience, worthy of our afpiring after I 
VHiatever has a tendency to loolen our affedliona 
from mixed ftreams of refredfhmenty and centre them 
in the great (burce, the well in ourfelves fpringing 
up unto everlafting life, I apprehend more truly 
quidifies for fervice, than a fituation replete with 
oi>pbrtunities (or the ihcreafe of human wifdom and 
:ii£livity in the vifible church; which never fail to 
have in 'them their (hares, by gratifying felf, if given 
^y to, in one ihape or other.*' 

— « What I have felt at times on the fubjeft 
of our removal, cannot be eafily defcribed ; divine 
fupport and dirediony if fingly fought to» under the 
weight of it, will be found fufficient to fuftain, and 
open the right way ; but I apprehend that our finall 
grain of faith, may meet with many trials and buf« 
fetings in our future fteppings i and oh that we may 
ne\'er make fhipwreck thereof I May the ftaff of 
Ifrad be our fupport, feparately and together; and may 
we have no other dependance,'is the fecret petitiori of 
my mind ! For^ in the undertaking before usy w^ 

H4 
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may fay, that with our ftaff only we are paffing over 
this Jordan*" 

Having come to a conclufion refpeding their re- 
moval into Ireland, and obtained the concurrence 
of their monthly Qieeting, they proceeded to York, 
and attended the quarterly meeting there ^ from 
whence, Acr taking a folemn and aiFe£Ung leave of 
their near conne6tion8 and friends, they fet forward 
for the county of Lincoln ; the meetings of which, as 
well as fome others, ihe felt a defire to attend, in 
her way to the yearly meeting. Soon after this 
trying feparation, the following letter appears ix> ha vt 
been written. 

' ^* Laft week but one was our quarterly 
meeting at Ycwk, which was favoured with the over- 
(hadowings of the heavenly wing. It was a parting 
time, and almoft too aiFe£ting for my prelent we^k 
ftate; but I endeavoured what I could to look beyond 
perfonal enjoyments, to that fellowflup which is pure, 
{landing with the Father and with the Son, and which 
admits of no change by outward feparation, if we 
retain our integrity, and places in the adoption of 
, children. On feventh day morning after, came tho 
dregs of the cup of removal ; a heart tendering fare- 
well to my beloved connexions at York, with th« 
proprietors of the fchool, and fome <rf their huftands. 
It was almoft too much for my frame, faith being at 
a low ebb, and difcouragements coming in like a 
flood ; but in the opening of true vifion, the fpirit 
of the Lord was lifted up as a flandard againft them« 
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As to the body, I have now parted with many who 
feemed interwoven with my exiftence : with divert 
of them it was gradual, and I efteem it a favour it 
was fo« But though I am fenfible, that in the church. 
I leave both Others and mothers behind ; and as to„ 
brethren and iifters in the tntthy. they feem almoft 
daily added to, and promife, according to their prefent 
growth, to be fkilful fervants in the &mily ; yet the 
near unity my fptrit has felt with fome in Ireland,, 
affords me a ray of hope, that fliould we be fparedl. 
with life and ftrengtjiy. to enter into and rightly ftand 
in our lots, at Clonmelj we (haH And every want: 
fupplied, and true yoke •fellows beyond our deferts^'^ 

With divers companions ifi that fervlcej (he vifked 
mod: or all of the meetings and families of friends in 
Lincolnfhire, and attended feveral other meetings as 
iKe proceeded to London- Though but little of the 
progrefs of this journey is defcribed in the following, 
extracts ; yet the feelings of! her mind,, and the iiiu 
ArnStivc remarks (et foith therein, will, it is appre»» 
bended, render it proper to^infert them here. 

— — — '^♦^ We are favoured to get along as well as^^ 
we might expe£i,.we hope in fome degree of fympa-* 
thy with the ftate of the beft thi^^gs in this defolate^ 
county i but upqn the. whole, my mind is and hath^ 
been favoured with a calm> eipecially for thefe few- 
days back, which tends to promote the reftoration: 
of health, and ftrengthens with a good degree of 
jrefignednefs, to look forward to the profpe£ts before r 
me I and fo far fi:om confidering the purfuit of thennu 
H 5 
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ft hardfliip, I efteem the end propoTed thereby, a 
favour of tvhich 1 a^m unworthy ; for what is there 
worth living for, but to be found in the difcharge cf 
our duty ? *' . 

■■ « We are now in the Ifle of Axholm*, vilithftg 
m few defolate profeflbrs, who are like (beep having 
tio (hepherd ; and yet in a place as much negleAed 
as perhaps any in the fociety, we are comforted ill 
£nding a feed alive, refembling Jdeph in Egypt, and 
may fay, for my own part, that I have felt the moft 
folid reward for a little labour here, of any fince 
leaving York. It is not after the fight of the eye, or 
the hearing of the ear, that we can judge aright/* 

' — «< They that fuller with the feed, Ihall reign 

with it ; but it muft not be in our way, nor in our 
time. Patience is due on our part, and the exercile 
of that grain of faith which we have received ; for 
<* by faith the elders obtained a good report,** I pte- 
fume of the Lord, rather than of men. Then let us 
not be afraid of the .trial, for its ef&cacy is proved 
thereby. O that I were flronger in this (pot ! for 
ever fince we left York, and particularly on leaving 
it, I have feemed to be reduced to the loweft ebb, 
and nature hath foreboded difcouragemej)ts beyond 
what I thought I was able to bear. But this is not 
always the cafe ; for fometimes, when every thing 
elfe is fhaded with gloom, the foundation is moft 
clearly revealed, and its (landing fure incontrOverti>- 
bly known and believed in -, fo that all things hav^ 

* A fmall difiri£t in the north^wefl of LiacolaHure. 
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Upptsrcd poffible to him that believedr, and the ways 
of the Moft High diicovered to be bigher than our 
ways, and his thoughts than our thoughts. Here t 
love to repofe myfelf, and ftand refighed to every 
difpenfation which has the remoteft tendency, tiot 
only to let me fee the work of my day, but to refihe 
and qualify for it/* 

— — ^" I have recovered fo much, that I have 
now fcarce any thing to comphin of re(pe£lihg the~ 
body. To be fure it is not very ftrong, but it has 
Ibus far proved able to bear all that was laid upon it f 
which is encouragement to myfelf, and alfo to others, 
to perlevere in yielding ourfelves up,,under the power 
of the crois, to every opening of duty, feeing that 
all things are poffible to them that believe* And yet 
I fainted in my mind many a time, and feemed to be 
one of thofe who have no faith : fo that, on reflefling, 
upon this little embafly, the pro(pe£t and the progrefs 
of it,.it feems as if it were all done forme by that good' 
Hand, which requires the paffivenefs rather than the 
a&ivenefs of the creature, in profecuting His defigns.^ 
Though I now give a pretty, good account of the' 
body, I may alfo add,. that, fometimes, my mind gets 
tacompafled with glooms and difcouragements, which- 
nothing can diffipate, fave a ftate of refignation and. 
quiet dependance upon the everlaflii^ Arm of Omni- 
potence; and this is often fd hard to attain, that I 
am afraid of f^iHing in the flruggle, when a hope is 
again revived, of being under divine protection, and: 
that the day's work is really going forward. This^, 
at times^ introduces a quiet ferenity, and ftrengtheiis^ 
tt6. 
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to leave the things that are bebind> and prefs forward 
to Aofc that are before. The fympathy of my friends 
under my late trials, has been confidered a fevour of 
which I am unworthy ; and there is undoubtedly no 
better way of fecuring it upon the foundation of 
goTpel fdlowlhip, than by learning to live without it^ 
and looking iingly to the Rock from whence all good 
things are hewn, and the hole of the pit, the humb^ 
ling difpenfations of infinite wifdom, from whenqp 
they are dug/' 



Soon after the .yearly meeting at London, they 
proceeded for Clonmel, in Ireland, where (he was 
favoured tO arrive in fafety, in the 6th month, 1787^ 
with her health much improved, and undef a good 
degree of peace and latisfa£tion of mind; which 
continued for fome time after her arrival : as a (burce 
of confolation and encouragement* Concerning this 
ihe writes as foUows : 

■ ** Our removal has altogether been bleflfed 
with a good degree of that peace which pafleth un«- 
derftanding, and atte^ed with fuch circumftances. 
thus far, as we have great caufe to be thankful for. 
An unmixed cup of comfort in human life, is what 
myfhort paffage through the world, has taught me 
not to look for, and a fmall degree of religious ex- 
perience, not to pray for ; and yet to pray for thofe 
things which are really good for us, will ever re^ 
quir; the renewings of that Spirit which only 
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breathes the will of the Father. Nature fltrinks at 
fuffering; fometimes £ am ready to anticipate a 
draught of it, proportionable to the late and prefent 
degree of favout ;. and fometimes I am flattered with 
a language that tells me, ^< it is already drunk, an4 
that the bitterneis of death, is paft.'^ An humble 
refigned mind is^ however^ always our duty and 
interefl to prefs after. It has a fortification in itfelf 
ag^inft the varied af&ults of Satan,>and a fufficient 
portion of Gilead's Balm for every afflidive difpen* 
fation of infinite wifdom; both of which, if my 
natural life be fpared>. will, I do believe>,be my coi»> 
panions, and prove freq^uent triak of an abiding and 
advancement in that gofpel Spirit,. whicK loveth, 
hopeth, and endureth through all/' 



Her mind had frequently, for a confiderable time 
before this poriod^been imprefled and clofely exercifed 
with an apprehenfion, that it would be required of 
her to pay a religious vifit to fome parts of Germany 
and France : and, a few months after her {bttlement 
in Ireland, this concern increafed. with fuch weight 
and^evidence, that fhe was conftrained, in refigna* 
tion, to fpread it before the friends of their monthly 
meeting ; who, after folid deliberation and fympathy, 
concurred therewith, and gave her their certificate 
of unity and approbation. She received alfo the near 
concurrence of their quarterly meeting, and that of 
the morning meeting of minifters and elders in Lon- 
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don, and fet forward on diis journey in the 3d month, 
X788, in company with her hufband, George Dillwyn 
and his wife, and Mary Dudley; who were alfo bound 
to this fervice, and engaged therein witii the unitjr 
of friends*. 

The following parts of her letters on this occafion^ 
defcribe the previous exercife of her mind, and con* 
tain a pretty regular, though ihort account of iht 
journey, from the commencement of it^ to the con* 
dufion- 

1 2th month, tjSj. My mind, after a feafon of 
deep trial and exercife, was led to vifit, in what ap* 
peared to myfelf an extraordinary degree of golpd 
love, many in that country, and fome parts of Ger* 
many contiguous thereto; fully believing,. according 
to my feelings^, that there were fpirifual worihippers- 
in tbofe parts. 

1 2th month, 1787; If the profpeft before us be 
in divine wifdom, we have great caufe to acknow- 
ledge that it is unfathomable) and paft our finding 
out, becaufe of my incapacity, in every refpe<a, to 
perform fuch a journey to the honour of the great 
Caufe. I wifh, however, now to leave caring too 
much about the future, and' endeavour after quiet 
refignation J well knowing, that by taking ever fo 
much unprofitable thought, I cannot add one cubit 
to my ftature, nor make one hair of my head, white 
or black; and alfo hoping, that when it comes to 
the trial, the will may be accepted for the deed j 
which I have no doubt will be the cafe, if the pro- 
vince meeting, or my. fympatbizing friends, advife 
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me tgaittft it ; or if no friend of fiiperior wfS^ in 
the miniftry, prove under the like concern, and 
admit as in company. Diicomgements of irari* 
o«s kinds cpcmd in at times upon m^ but when 
goTpd {ore flows from die Kviiq; feantain, it o?er« 
powers all {dSSh confideiattons, and Ihews me my 
own nn woithinefi to be, in the kail degree, employed 
in the diTine haiuL 

tft mcuitfa, 1788. Our fituation, at pteTent^ re* 
ijuires at leaft a grain of that bMk which has power 
to remove monnftains ; for, truly, vain is Ac help of 
man, in cafes where the pure feed is to be exalted« 
A fenfe of our infiifficiency to do any good thing 
without divine affiftance, will, I truft, whatever our 
trials or temptations may be, fo humble us, as 
wholly to prevent a vain dependance iqxm any thing 
of our own ; but furely there is as much need for 
watchfulnefs and prayer at this day, as when the diT* 
ctples were immediately recommended to it. 

ift mondi, 1788* My mind is often under a load 
^ exercife on my own account, and in care left the 
precious caufe fhould fuffer by me. The prefent is 
a time of deep trial and fearching of heart, left we 
Ihould be meddling with, or doing, any thing which 
Is not in the clear difcovery of gofpel light. When 
I confider how little I am experienced in the ftation 
wherein I may be likely to move, the newnefs and 
peculiarity of the fervice in profpefl, and even the 
weaknefs of the outward tabernacle, (which to be 
fure I think Icaft of) my fedings faggeft the applica- 
blcnrfs of the fiiying, << I am a worm.'* This how- 
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crer cheers me, that without ibme degree of deas^ 
nels, we i^ed not, neither ihall attempt to move-. 

2d month, 178&. I have been of late coniidera^ 
bly indjfpofed, but upon the whole am much better^ 
though every day fenfibk of having, (by fome means 
or other) a very broken conftitution. If it do but 
laft till the portion of work allotted me is finiihed, 
that is enough, even though it be performed under 
the preflure of bodily infirmities ; all which may be 
no more than neceflary to keep, the mind to its pro- 
per centre,, and dired its attention fingly to an inr 
heritaoce undefiled, and. which iadeth not away/' 

3d month,^ 1788. According to prefent appear- 
ance, we, (I mean, our little company) (land in 
abundant need of the whole armour of light. We 
are about to embark for a country, the language of 
which none of us knows, and are in expectation of a 
path wherein we can fee no footfteps, and which muft 
be attended with new and various trials.. May our truft 
be in the Lord alone, who. is able, in feafons of the 
greateft difficulty, to increafe our faith, and make 
way for us where, we fee no way.. 

■ ** Having the concurrence of friends, we 

left London,, and* proceeded for Harwich, where wc 
were detained feveral days for want of a fair wind 5 
during which time we had two meetings, and after- 
wards, (23d of 3d month} the wind turning in fovour 
of our leaving that port,, we embarked; but it was 
fourth-day night, the twenty.-feventh, before we 
landed at Helvoetfluys, which was neverthelefs a fa- 
vour, and I hoge efleemed (6 by us all. We got tp 
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an agreeabk Eni^ilh iim tliae» and after a fvcttj 
good night's reft, let forward towards Rotteniaai» 
bj waj of the Brid and Ddft, and came in ttk 
rather bte at ni^it, it being there a great da/s wofk 
of about twenty-fiye miles. We travdied in an 
open waggon the firft feren mileSy the road being fb 
bad that no odier carriage could get akx^ with bftitj^ 
^d Ac reft of the way went in their boats caDed 
Trecldchiiyts^ which are dnwn by a horfe, at the 
rate of about three miks an hour. This is a Teiy 
pleaiant and ealy way of travellij^ and it was through 
' a country made as agreeaUe by improrements as itis 
capable o^ being very flat and marfliy. Many of the 
inhabitants followed us through fixne towns, and 
gazed exceedingly at us; and ibme of theni> as well 
as they were able, manifefted a love which met that 
In us that drew us hithe^; but the ftnuigenefi of our 
language to each other» was a continual diicourag|e« 
ment ; yet as it was not of our own bringing on, 
we endeavoured to keep quiet under, it, and fecretly 
defired that our minds might be b influenced, as to 
convey to them, in iilence, that which is better than 
words. 

We are now got into fo new a Iine> that it is no 
wonder if we fhould be more than uTually blind; 
and it will be well, if ibme of us fhould be alfo 
more than ufually dependant and patient refpe£ting 
our fteppings ; for being feparated and remote from 
our friends, and fome of difpoiitlons rather hafty than 
otherwife, there is, no doubt, a danger of fomctimes 
preffing forward with too much earneftnefs, and there^ 
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by of preventing the comi^etion of tfaofe little fer«^ 
vices, in one way or otfaeri which are intended for 
the purchale of our own peace at leaft. Though 
Holland was not much in the profpeft of us who 
rame from Ireland, yet we have been fkvoured with 
fomething more than a hope, diat we are thus far in 
our places, and feel a comfortable and ftrengthening 
«n!ty one widi another therein* The defire of my 
tnind is at prefent ftrong, that^ though in ever to 
much weaknefs, we may be enabled to pafe through 
tbe country in thait finglenefs aind dedication of heart9 
*whidi m^y preferve us from condemnation. 

We ftaid three dkys in Rotterdam, and had tw6 
})ublick meetings at the meeting houfe belonging to 
friends ; Aiere are a great many £'ng)ifh people fa 
that city, and the attenders of our meetings being 
prindpaHy of that da^ we hstd Yio need of an inter* 
pi-e?ter. Thete ire fome ferteus people with whom 
We got acquainted, and to Whom our Vifit feemed 
acceptable; but no profefibrs With us, except on6 
perfon. Who cannot be expeded, in hi$ prefent ftate^ 
to throw much light upon the teftimony of trudi ; 
but he was very willing to render us fuch fervice^ 
as were in his power, which we took kind. 

From Rotterdam, we came forward to Amfterdam, 
by way of Leyden, Haarlem, &c« and were kindly 
received by our friend John Vanderwerf. Here our 
minds, generally, got very low on divers accounts* 
Several of us were poorly with complaints in thfe 
ftomach, &c. which ftrangers are fubjeft to, before 
their conftitutions come to bear the difference of their 
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mentj drink) air, &c. The few under tbe name of 
friends in this great dty, yielded ns litde of that 
ftrength which is the frait of fympatfaj of fpiiit^ 
and inward acquaintance with £vine requirings ; and 
which, if right, would have been truly filutaiy and 
cordial to us at that time, as we looked upon our- 
ielves to be then embarking upon die moft arduous 
and difcouraging part of our journey ; having a great 
diftance to travel, entirely unacquaunted with the 
country, ftrangers to all dieir different languages, 
except a Kttit French, and no interpreter to ac« 
tompatiy us. Under theie complicated trials, our 
fidth got into the furnace afrefk. This was much 
the cafe with me, and my dear companions felt no 
lefs. However, as we endeavoured after refignadon, 
and were fometimes replenifhed with ftrength pati* 
endy to wart for renewed manifeftations of duty^ 
wsy opened, by degrees, to get clear of that place. 
We attended their little monthly mcetbg, the bufi» 
nefs whereof w^ tFan£i£i:ed in the Dutch language | 
fo that we had not an opportunity 6f judging much 
about them, except that their appearance, and the^ 
feelings of our minds, convinced us that true religion 
is at a low ebb amongft them ; and yet there is fome- 
thing tender Which loves truth, and wit^) which, a 
family vifit amongft them, made us better acquaint- 
ed. We were comforted in the belief that their foli- 
tary Ctuatioris are divinely regarded, and hope that 
divers of their deficiencies in feme points wherein 
we have been othetwife taught, are counterbalanced 
in tbe fight of holy compaffion and juftice, by the fin- 
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^carity of their intentions, and the diicouragements im 
many refpc^ peculiar to them, which we, by ex • 
perience, know little about. . The keeping up of a 
meeting for worfhip every firft-day, in their weak 
ftate, is an ad of faithfulnefs, which we might be 
often ready to faint under, were we in their fitua* 
tion, feparated from the ftrength^iog communica- 
tions which religious fociety affords, (not having re- 
ceived a viflt of this kind for four years) and being 
defpifed amongfl the worldly*minded. 

We had three publick meetings at Amfterdam, 
which were attended by many of the inhabitant! 
of different defcriptionss but there are a few with 
whofe company, both in and out of meetings, we were 
comforted. They are a feripus religious people, not 
conneded with any fociety, and believing in the 
ipirituality of all true worfhip. We paidavifitto' 
one of their families, which confifls of a widow, her 
Ton, and two daughters, none of them young. They 
*are people of confiderable property, which they devote 
•very much to the fervice of the poor. They were 
«ffe£lionately kind, and demonflrated their unity with, 
and attachment to, our principles, as far as they had 
heard them in the meetings which they attended, 
and were fully convinced of the necefSty of an in- 
ward work, and that all true worfhip muft be per- 
formed in fpirit and in truth. In a religious oppojt^ 
tunity which we had with them before we parted, the 
cementing influence of gofpel love flowed amongft 
us like a flream. From this femily, we were fur- 
niftied with lettei:s of recommendation to fuch as 
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themfelves in Germany, fome of whom we have feen 
to our fatisfadion. 

' During our ftay at Amfterdam, we were inter-* 
preted for, by John Vanderwcrf, or one of his fons, 
both in publick and private. It feemed ftrange, and 
rather hard to us women, efpecially at firft ; but we 
foon got over it, and had reafon to hope that our 
religious communications were not materially aiFe£l- 
ed ; our friend feemed to have an awe upon his mind 
when be flood up, took off his hat, and delivered, 
fentence by fentence, what was exprefled. 

After fpending eight days at Amfterdam, and being 
deeply tried in that place, our minds were ftrengthened 
to leave it, (the 9th of the 4th month, ) with a renewed 
truft, that the great Shepherd of Ifrael, who knows 
his own iheep in, every trial and fituation, however, 
remote from the knowledge and confolation of their 
friends, would fuperintend us, and gracioufly reveal 
himfelf for our help, in the needful time. We pro- 
ceeded by way of Utrecht, (where a few books were 
diftributed, and much love felt for Ae inhabitants) 
Nimeguen, and through part of the king of Pruffia^s 
dominions, into the eledor of Bavaria's, to a place 
called DufTeldorfF, where we again made a little flop, 
finding a few who could fpeak Englifh, and mofl of . 
diem French. Here we commenced acquaintance 
with a folid, jreligious man, named Michael Wetter- 
boar, to whom we were recommended by the people 
whom I have mentioned at Amfterdam. Being ga«- 
thered to the principle of truth, and engaged to con- 
form to it, as revealed in the line of his own ex« 
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perience^ he walks much aloi^e in a dark and diffi* 
pated {dace. He was a kind friend to Claude GajF^ 
when paying a vifit fimilar to out's in this country, 
many years ago, and was rejoiced to fee us. He la» 
mented the loneibmenefs of his fituationi and iaid that 
bis mind was ftnengthened by the vifit* 

From Duileldorff we went eighteen miles to Fiber* 
feld, where, as at many other places, for want of an 
interpreter^ we fuffered what often appears to us an. 
unavuling baptifm for the teftimony's lake. But 
perhaps it is notib much fo as we are apt to think : 
the ways of the Moft High are not our ways, nor 
his dioughts our thoughts y we know not but this 
deef^y humbling path, ai^d the iecret exerci&s we 
havA daily to paft through without any vifible relief 
may hare a uie beyond our finite conceptions ; fo 
thai it is. £ifeft; to loa^^e thefe things, and outward 
CQofideratioas about them,, in the hand which can. 
hlefs, and render fruitful, the things which are not,, 
by^oaufing them to^bring to*nought the things which. 
are« However^ ^/^ found an opening for fome folid 
converfiition with a, few in this place, and underftood 
that there are many religjous people here; but we were 
difeouraged by the difficulties we found in getting an 
acquaintance with themi, after ftaying one night we 
returned to DufTeMofff. We left that plac^, and. 
paffing through a dark country, arrived in two days 
at Newviedj the i8th of the 4th month. 

We have had very little rain fince we came upoi)^ 
the continent, con&quently the roads are dry, but be- 
ing for the moft part a deep iknd, we have not been 



SARAH GRUBB. 167 

able to trasrel over it fo quickly as is defirable. 
Thirty miles a day, is I think nearly the average 
of our expedition, though we moftly travel poft. 
The vehicles are heavy, being generally covered 
vaggons or clumfy coaches. We moftly prefer the 
former, as ourfelves and luggage meet the beft ac* 
commodation in them. The inns are pretty good^ 
and the people refpe£tfully kind to us, and in that 
line but little difficulty occurs in making ourielvea 
upderftood. Our road has lain upon the banks of 
the^ Rhine, and furnifhed us with prolpeds of a coun* 
try extremely beautiful, and» in fome places, for 
miles together covered with vineyards. But the plea^ , 
fure which we might innocently have derived from 
thofe fcenes, has met with continual damps, by the 
grofs proftitution of facred things which, in the croiles 
and images thickly fcattered upon the road, give pain 
to every feeling whereby fpiritual wodhip is pro- 
moted. The Roman Catholicks are vtxy numerous 
in many parts which we have paiEsd through ;^ bvt» 
in moft places, the Proteftants enjoy the privileges 
they defire without interruption; and amongft them 
there is undoubtedly an awakened fincere- hearted 
people* 

On our arrival at Newvied, we found a great change 
in the face of things, it being a new and pleaiant 
town, inhabited by ferious Proteftants, and prind* • 
pally by the Moravians; though there are about 
twenty fiunilies of the Menonifts, and as many of a.. 
people who call theoifelves Infpirants, but by others 
are often called Quakers. We were dire&ed to a 
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Moravian inn, which proved very agreeable, feeling, 
ourfelves in that family very much as if We were at 
home. Here we were foon vifited by feveral of the, 
Moravian brethren and fifters, fome of whofe minds 
appeared unprejudiced, and Intent upon fpiritual 
improvement j Vhich drew them often to our apart- 
ments, and opened a door for the communication of 
iiich gofpel truths, as, from time to time, occurred; 
and we had a comfortable hope, that they dropped 
into fome of their minds as feed into good ground* 
We had the advantage in that place of an interpre- 
ter, a young man of the Moravian ceconomy, who 
cheerfully befriended us on many occaiions; and 
though, at the firft, he appeared under difficulty in 
communicating religious matter which was new to 
him, yet before we went away, his underftanding 
feemed more opened, and his feelings much more 
cordially difpofed to the principle of tAth as we pro- 
fcfs it, and to the feveral branches thereof. 

We had a publick meeting at Newvied the even- 
ing before we left it, after a week's deep exercife 
and fecret fuiFering ; but this opportunity furnifhed 
us with renewed caufe, to put our truft in the gentle 
puttings forth of the Shepherd of Ifrael, and in the 
revelation of His power, which we humblingly find 
is fometimes withheld, till the feafons of our greateft 
extremity. The young man, our interpreter, readily 
accepted his office in the meeting, without any pre- 
vious requeft, and performed it with great folidity. 
Our vifit to that place was clofed by a feafon of 
divine favour, in a family which cheerfully received 
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the teftimony we had unitedly to bear, to the efficacy 
of fpiritual worihipy and the neceffity of preparation 
for it ; and in much love and tendernefe of fpirit we 
left NeWvidl. « O the depth and extent of the 
riches, both of the knowledge and wifdom of God I 
how unfearchable are his judgments, and his ways pad: 
finding out?'* We had abundant caufe in our tra- 
vds through Germany, to fay, that we were led in 
paths which we knew not, and frequently reduced to 
a ftate of extremity. We were fenfible, according 
to our meafures, of the mift of fuperftition and ido- 
latry which overfpreads a great part of the country; 
and alfo had, at times, revealed that moft Aire word 
of prophecy, which penetrates the obfcureft recelles 
of Sion's travellers, draws them into hidden fellow* 
&ip one with another^ and unites them in the fuf- 
ferings of the precious feed, though differently fltoated 
in the world, and their profeffion in it various. Thus 
were we led in paths which we knew not, and ways 
we Jiad not Teen, and were often incapable of finding 
out thofe whom we thus felt, ,and when we did dis- 
cover fuch, we were unable, for want of a know- 
ledge of their language, fully to communicate to 
them : but trufting in the all-fufficiency of almighty 
help, for the fupply of all their needs, we were fe- 
voured, when dedication of heart had been attained, 
and the green paflures of life opened, to lie down 
beiide the ftill waters, and leave the event of our travel 
to Him who blelTeth, or blafteth, at his pleafure. 

From Newvied we came to Wifbaden, a place in 
{reat requeft for warm bathing, there being fevcFal , 
I 
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boiling hot fprings in the town, from which the 
water is conveyed to private cifterns, where it cools 
for ufe. There feemed fomething in this place rather 
attractive to our minds, and yet, as was often the 
cafe, difcouragements prevailed over our \^ feelings, 
and we proceeded to Frankfort, a day's journey. 
There we ftaid two nights ; but though we had let- 
ters of recommendation to religious charadlers, yet 
for want of being able to make ourfelves understood, 
we had no cohverfation with any but a Pietift, who 
ipoke Englifh but poorly, and who, after fome dif<* 
courfe on religious fubje£ls, left us with profeflions 
©f love. 

From Frankfort we proceeded to Bafi], a large 
Proteftant town, where. we arrived the 3d of the fifth 
Bionth. Here our minds feemed arrefted, and all 
efforts towards purfuing our journey were painful, 
lill we had fettled a few days under our exercife, and 
embraced, though in the crofs, fuch opportunities as 
•pened for relief. Having fome letters of recommen- 
dation to ferious people, they were prefented to them ; 
jn confequence of which, feveral vifits were paid us, 
and we obferved in fome a rather critical invefliga* 
lion of our principles. They were cautious of em* 
bracing us till they perceived the doctrines we held ; 
after which there was^reat opennefs in fome of their 
minds, candidly to receive fuch communications on 
religious fubjefis as from time to time opened. One 
of them underfbmding the Englifh language weU>. 
was, in feveral inflances, a very friendly interpreter 
^ us ; and his mind being acquainted with divine 
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lUununationSy he often difcovered lymptoms of con* 
vi£lion and fenllbility^ when, as a channel, the 
openings of truth were paffing through him. In a 
large company to which we were invited, this peribn, 
obferving our di^fition to iilence, kindly and fed* 
ingly propofed and requefted a compliance of th« 
company. We were favoured, to our thankful admi* 
ration, with the humbling influence of divine lovo, 
and ftrength renewedly to bear teftimony to th« 
I neceffity of an inward preparation for the folenm ad 
^ of true worihip, which requires neither forms nor 
ceremonies, to render it acceptable to the Father ol 
Spirits. The opportunity vras concluded in folemn 
i fupplication, which our friendly interpreter rendered^ 
fentence by fentence, into the Dutch language, with 
a reverential awe, whereby the Uveliaeft of it wa0 
i preferved. We had alfo a comfortable (eafon of re* 
I . tirement in the jfamily of ano^er of our friends tfaere, 
I whofe wife and daughters profefs not to fee the ne« 

CfiH^ of a religious circumfped life, as he and hit 
ddeft fon do; but they were affe^onate and attui* 
tive to us, and we bad reafbn lo hope, received no 
unprofitable imprefEpns by this little a& of dedication. 
I This perfon conduced with true brotherly kindneft 

towards us, diicoveruig great funplidty of heart, and 
an opei^efs to receive the truth, wherever, or how- 
ever he might find it; being experienced in that great 
work of repentance unto life, and having ceafed from 
many eiitanglements in the world, which he believed 
had a tendency to enflave his mind, and to keep hiqi 
in a ftate of feparation from divine £&vour ; to that ta 
la 
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is the light of men, being the only qualification of 
ipirit, to come forth from that ftate of darknefs and 
death in which we are by nature, and to perform any 
religious duties, or acceptable (ervice to the Lord.* 
At the clofe of this.opi$ortunity,we parted with thefis 
two men in love, though not a perfe£t unity of fen- 
timent, ^which appeared more fully by an aiFedionate 
letter which one of them fent after us. There was 
^alfo in this place, and in moft others where we flop- 
ped, a prejudice againft women's preaching, which 
encreafed the difficulty our minds. often felt in obtain- 
ing relief amongft a people of a ftrange language ^ 
but though our efforts were few and feeble, yet as 
far as dedication clothed us, and we were careful not 
to cafl away our confidence, we had ever caufe grate- 
fully to acknowledge, that great recompenfe of re-. 
ward was vouchiafed, and the foul ftrengthened to 
return tc^its reft, under a renewed (enie that the 
LfOrd had ~ *1t bountifiilly with it* 

's we have met with in many places 

[might have expeSed, having feveral 

d fo much of the promife fulfilled^ 

brethren and fifters, who^ 

of the lame profeffion, are 

^briftian path^ Sometimes a 




tftick, fb as to bear* 

the truth, and fpiritual 

:reater trial of our love 

can readily believe, 

who are ignorant of 
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meet with fellow pilgrims who could tell, him a litdd 
cf their knowledge of the right vrzy^ feeined like 
marrow to his bones* 

We have.feveral times fallen in with perfbns who 
kindly entertained Claude Gay, in his lonefome travel 
through thefe partt;; and in Balll we have found two 
agreeable rdigious old men, with whom he was hof-^ 
pitably fuftained for three weeks. They are of a 
people called Infpirants, and often by others Quakers; 
but upon an acquaintance with them, efpecially at 
KeMTvied, we found them no lefs adive than other 
profeflbrs in finging, praying, preaching, &c. in their 
congregations. They appear to be defendants of 
the French prophets ; and amongft them there is an 
honeft hearted number, to whom the love and language 
of the gofpel flowed with more opennefs, and appeared 
to be received with more fimpiicity, than amongft 
Ibaie others. To thefe two elderly men. we paid 
feveral vifits, which were not unattended with in- 
ftrudlive converfation ; but this did not afford that 
relief which ouf exercifed minds feemed to want, nor 
could we comfortably fee our way from the town, 
till we had, in their family, and amongft fuclras they 
might invite, borne teftimony, by our example alfo, 
to the neceffity of filent waiting. It was a feafon 
obtained with difficulty, and pafTed through in tribu* 
lation of fpirit. The candle was not eafily put into 
the candleftick, and when there, evidently fufpeded 
by thefe people,^ not to be in its right place. But 
before the meeting clofed, publick teftimony was 
borne to it| and to the rcfurre£Uon of that life which 
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is the light of men, beii^ die only qualifintioa of 
(pirit, to come fortli from that ftate of ifarirnrft and 
death in which we are bj nature^ and to p c iiu f m any 
rdigious duties, or acceptaUe fenrice to the LonL^ 
At the clofe of this .opportunity, we paited with ihefe 
two men in love^ diough not a peifeA unity of fen- 
timent, wbkii af^ieared more fidly by an afeiftionate 
letter which one of them fent after us. There was 
^alfi) in this place, and in moft odbets where we flop* 
ped, a prejudice againft women's preaching which 
encreafed die difficulty our minds often fidt in obtain- 
ing relief amongft a people of a ftrange language ^ 
but though our efforts were few and feeUe, yet as 
£ur as dedication clothed us, and we were carefiil not 
to caft away our confidence, we had ever cauie grate- 
fully to acknowledge, that great recompenfe of re- 
ward was vouchiaied, and the (bul ftrengdiened to 
return to its reft, under a renewed lenie that the 
Lord had dealt bountifully with it* 

The kindneis we have met with in many places 
exceeds what we might have expeded, having feveral 
times experienced fo much of the promife fidfilled, 
that we have met with brethren and fifters, who, 
though not altogether of the fiune profeffion, are 
fellow travellers in the Chriftian path.. Sometimes a 

• To put the fight into the candleftick^ {0 as to bear« 
even in private, a teitixnony to the truth, and ipiritoal 
anointing in iilence, is here a greater trial of our love 
and faithfulnefs to the caufe, than any can readily believe, 
who have not been led amongft thofe who are ignorant o£^ 
a cdlation from their own works. 
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wifilom appears in our being ftripped of that oiKwaill' 
help, fo defirable, of an interpreter^ as in our pre- 
fent circumftance, if any good is done, there is no 
prt of it wherein the creature can glory. There 
is one thing which expofes us, that does Hot often 
fuit the difpofitton of our minds, which is^ that at 
flie beft inns (where we generally go) we muft always 
dine and fup at the ordinaries, where there is often a 
great reibrt of company. If there be any ufe in this 
mortification, it will amply make up $ the only tefti- 
monies which are publickly borne this way, are by 
our men friends keeping on their hats, and refufing 
to pay for the mufick which (bmetimes accompanies 
our meals. 

Wc took a coach from Bafil • to Bern, where wo 
.fiaid over a firft-day pretty much in privatey (ave that 

* The following letter was writteti at Bafil> the 9th 
#f the 5th months 1788. 

As it is probable we may kave Bafil without taking 
leave of thee^ and acknowledging thy kindnefs with a 
gratitadc doe to it, and feeling in my heart a Chriftian 
lalutation^ ] take the liberty, this way « of exprefling my 
deiire for thy increafing knowledge of the myfleries of 
the kingdom of God ; which our bleiTed Lord thanked 
his Father for concealing from the wife and prudent, and 
revealing unto babes. The facred influences of divbtf 
Kght upon oar nnderHandings, are cheering to the mind, 
and animate its efforts to obtain the liberty of the chil* 
dren of God : and as we wait in this light, and believe ia 
its manifeflations, we are favoured to fee more light, the 
meant appointed to procure it are revealed to us^and 
trtfigtih given to follow. But as it was prophetically 
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ad agreeable fdid man, an Inipirant, paid us fome 
vifits, I believe to mutual fatisfaaion. We heard of 
a religioufty exercifed coachman, for whom was left a 
book or two, he not being at home. And thus, 
after fecretly fuffcring, as in many other places, w» 
took our departure for Geneva, travelling through a 
very beautiful country the laft twenty miles, by the 
lake of Geneva, and in profped of the Alps ; which' 
were covered with fnow in the latter end of the fifth 
month, although the weather was very hqt with Us-- 

fpoken of the Savionr of the world, that there was 
»o form or comlinefs in him, that when we (hoald 
fee him, we fhould deiire htm, h the fimplicity of 
his gofpel Is found to be. Nothing more ftrongly op* 
pofes the will, wifdom, and affivity of the creature, than 
in an abafeinent, fingly, to depend upon the promifed 
Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, the anmnting which an . 
Apoftle faid the true believers received, and had abiding 
in them, the unfpeakable gift purchafed by the precious 
blood of the Lamb, and dilpenfed in infinite mercy for 
our falvation, which, through iu converting, purifying 
power, is effe£led; for he gave himfelf for ns, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, &c. Nevcrthelefs 
the glorious end for which this facrifice was made, ought 
to be advanced to, and our dependance increafe upon the 
fmalleft difcoveries of the Spirit of Chrift, though to the^ 
natural mind there may be no form nor comelinefs in 
them : but it may forrowfully be faid, with refpedl to HH 
inward appearance the fecond time without fin unto fa?* 
vation, that he came to his own, but his own received 
him not; yet let us remember for our enconragement, 
that to as many as did receive him, he gave power to be* 
tome the fons of God. So that if we furrendcr ourfelve» 

14 



X76 The LIFE of 

Thcfc, with the ftcep and craggy rocks of Switzer- 
land, and pines of various kinds growing fpon* 
taneoufly upon them, and forming {hades and .wilder- 
nefies, compofe a fcene in nature truly magnificent* 
Indeed for fix hundred miles back, the profpeA of 
mountains fpread over with vineyards, with the 
grandeur of the Rhine flowing below them> and its 
banks adorned with- variety and abundance of fruit 
trees in full bloflbm, would have afforded a fcene of 
pleafure to fpirits at liberty for fucb enjoyment. But, 

as clay into the hands of the potter^ and our wills to th* 
refiners fire> we fhall, this way^ be made living partakers, 
of the fufferings of Chrift^ being fools for his fake, and» 
according to our meafures, conformable to his death. This 
is an experience which clofes the lips in awful filence^and 
xefbrains the imagination from feeding upon the tree of 
"knowledge ; without which reHraint, there U a danger of 
par not fufficiently embracing the excellent example o£ 
Him, who was led as a lamb to the Hzjsighttr, and as 2, 
Iheep dumb before her fhearers. The fpirit of this worlds 
in any of its falfe refinements^^ cannot prefide here, neithet^ 
fan any righteoufhf fs of our own ; beca^fe we bumbling^ 
ly fee with the apoille, that it is net for any of thefe works 
which we have done^, but of the mercy of Qhrift, that hc^ 
faveth us, and by thofe means which he died to obtainA 
even the wafliing of regeneration, and the renewings of 
the Holy Qhofl. Fervently de^cing that thy fincere mind 
xnay, through tl^ h^lAbling proceiTes^ of true fpirkual 
baptifm, be led, in the i^ith and patience, to the re& 
which is prepared for the children of Gjod, I remain ja 
gospel iQyej^ 

Tby FriW 
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mr hearts were on^e wfacde too fiul to be captivatod 
thereby ; a feed attraded 11s in fympathy, which was 
not fo vifibfe, nor had carried with it thele fenfible 
delights i and for it,, in part^ we travailed in Ipirit. 

We (pent one daj and^two nights in Geneva, where 
being informed that Jdin Elliot and Ady Bellamy were^ 
waiting for us at Lyons, we haftened to them, and 
found their patience tried by a week's detention ixr 
that town.- We joined them, and became com^ 
ibrtablei and fpending one day to reft and be re«^ 
freflied there, took a boat^ and npidly poured dowiv 
Ae Rhone, one hundred and thirt]r»two miles iw 
ieventeen hours,, to a place called Pont St* Eiprif^ 
from which we came to Nifines and Congenies, the* 
22d and 23d of the fifth month, having, travelled^ 
nine hundred and fifty miles from Amfterdam* Ic^ 
now looks plea(ant to think of being foon amongft: 
our friends, and a people, to- whom we may fpesdc. 
without an interpreter i. for in that refpe£l our fitua« 
tion is a (brt of exile,> but greatly made up, by a 
fecret fenfe, more often renewed to os than we might 
have expeded, that we are here in the appointment: 
of Him who gracioufly regards the fparrows, fo that 
not one of them fiJls to the ground without His per--- 
ffliffion:.and truly thefe innocent open-hearted people- 
are of more value than many iparrows*. 

We entered Nifmes^ with fuch a peaceful ferenity;' 
upon our fpirits, as portended the acquaintanee we^ 
have fince commenced with minds panting after the* 
Viraters of Shiloh, and the ftrengthening effeds ot' 
true gofpel labours. We went next day to Congeniesy. 

.13. 
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about four leagues. Our arrivai drew out of thefr 
babitations the people in general ; fome looked at us 
iBith aftoniflunent) and others with countenances 
which put me in mind of Mary's lalutation to Eliza- 
i)eth. Thefe (bon aoknowledged us, and drew us 
into the houfe of a fteady, valuable widow, where we 
were folenmly (aluted and received, and our minds 
melted together i and fuch a ftream of goQ>el love 
flowed, as fome of us thought exceeded what we had 
before experienced, though no words were nfed to 
exprefs it. We obtained lodgings at the houfe of a 
perfon not profeffing with them, with a view not 
Mnneceilarily to interrupt them in dieir ufeful employ- 
ments, and to be at liberty ourfelves to go amongff 
them as there appeared a fervice ; but we only lodged 
there one night, and that with difficult/, their defirc 
to have us amongft them, and to render us iheir 
fervices in their own way, was fo itrong, that, after con* 
tending the point, we gave way, and returned to the 
widbw^s, v^ere we were entertained with every thing 
of the beft they could fiipply. Our friend's are moft 
pP them poor, indufhious people; but we were 
favoured with all that was needful, though tbofe 
things we call fo are fcarce, the country being gene- 
rally overfpread with vineyards, oliveyards, and mul- 
faerry^trees^ It can hardjj be thought how comfort* 
able we were : peace of mind fweetens every incon^ 
venience. 

We found thefe people different from our focicty 
in their outward appearance, and in their want of 
&tLlement, and fufficient quietude ia their religious 
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:aflemblies ; but the humility and fimplicity of their, 
meetings, attended with a livdy confcioufnefs of their 
own weaknefs, make them ready to embrace every 
offer of help, that is fuited to their capacity an9 
(^rogrefs in the truth. T^re are a few of them^ 
amongft the younger fort particularly, who fumifh a 
hope, that there will be a fociety in this dark part of 
the world, eftablifhed upon the right foundation^ 
We foon found, that to be ufeful to them, the 
vifiters muft be weak with the vifited, and in Chrif-' 
ttan condefcenfion bear with them, till truth opened 
a door of utterance to fhew them a more excellent 
way. Their monthly meeting v/as held on firft-day^ 
wheretn^i of their own accord, they laid open their 
difcipline, by reading their minutes or agreements 
acceded to •n their firft fetting upthefe meetings; 
which, for confiftency with their profeifion, are, iiv 
general, fuperior to our expei^tions. But it extends 
no farther than to a care over their poor, and one 
another's moral conduct. They have no other tenets, 
nor any tex^imonies, recorded, by which they may ba 
diftinguiflied ; and our little band were not without 
a guard, with refpcft to propofing, or urging any 
Air.g to them, whiih they have not, at prcfeut, a, 
capacity rightly to adopt and fupport. 

At Congenies, and in its neighbourhood, we fp^iit 
two weeks ; vifited all their familres ; attended theur 
monthly meeting ; had a meeting for contircncc wkh 
the elder rank j a youths meeting, and a very fatisi- 
feSory publick meeting with the inhabitants; and 
divers Iblemn opportunities unforefeen; all whidk 
16 
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brought us into near fytnpathy with theniy and ofteit^ 
deeply humbled and baptized our fpirits on their 
account, as well as our own. Our parting^ was- a. 
very affe<^ing one, but under a comfortable fenfe that 
the Shepherd ci Ifraer has them under His graciousr ^ 
care. From. Congenies we went to Giles's, about, 
twentf-one miles^ where there are between, twenty 
and thirty who profefs with us, as they do at Con* 
genies :: but they do not appear fo much awakened it^ 
their minds, nor fi> earneft to be vifited. They re* 
ceived us, however, with great kindneft^ and were* 
pleafed with the viilt^ which perhaps may be profita-- 
ble to fome beyond what we can now fee. As 
without &ith it is impoflible to pleafe our all-wifer 
Direi^r, (b it is impoflible to perfevere and hold to 
the end m His fervice, and in the humiliations which, 
the creature meets with, in it, without this precious 
ingredient,. which, is his own peculiar gifty^ajid iilence^ 
all fleibly reafonings. 

After having three meetings at Giles's, we came- 
to Nifmes, and there took coach for Lyons, one 
hundred and fifty miles*. From that we travelled 
poft, by way of Roane^ Fontainbleau, Paris, and 
Verfailles, to Alen9pn, where we arrived the 2d of 
the 7th month, fevcral of us being weak and weary, 
after having travelled near 600 miles from Nifmes. 
In our way to Lyons, we pafled through Dauphine, 
where fome of our minds were not infcnfible of an 
attractive influence : but having no certain informa- 
tion of fome we had heard of there, and feveral of 
eur company ftrongly hending homewards, it did not 
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feem tbe time eafily to find them ouC^ Truly there 

I is a hidden, precioiis feed fcattered up and down, not 

I only in thefe parts, but in Holland and Gennany^ 

I meafurably gathered, both, from the fiq^erftitious^.and' 

the vain world ; and feeking a foundation whereon 

they may reft tb^ fde of their feet. This appeared 

beyond alLdoubt, both fkMn aUttle knowledge which 

we obtained in thofe countries of fome, and from 

that meft fure wocd of prophecy^ which penetrates 

the obfcure recefles of Sion's travellers, and unites 

f them all together in. the ocean of gofpel love. 

At Alen^on, we were affe^onately received hj 
I Johfti De MariUlac, and courteoufly by his wiie,^ who, 

through the whole of our vifit there, which was three 
days, appeared to enjoy the company of their vifiton. 
Here we endeavoured to take freih counfel about the 
way of proceeding to England, which ended in the 
•oncluiion, of George and Sarah Dillwyn, and Johit 
De Marfillac going to the Ifland of Guernleyy.to vifit 
the few friends there ; and J. £^ A..B. M. Dudley, 
my hufband, and my(elf>> to London diredly, by way 
of Dieppe, which we purfued accordingly, and arrived 
in London the 13th of 7th month,. 1788. 

We have had a fofitary and exerciflng travel ; but 
through infinite kindnefs, are again reftored to our 
friends, and fome of us to our native country. We 
attended the quarterly meeting at London : the fight 
of fo many friends was new and reviving to us ; and 
the renewed evidence, that the Lord had been mer- 
cifully with us, that he had led us about, and in- 
firuded us, and tenderly preferved us when, in child* 
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like fimplicity, we depended upon his counfel, af« 
forded, and ftill afFords, abundant caufe <^ to praife him 
^ for his mercies paft, and humbljr hope for more.'* 

Thus, after a journey of more than two thouiand 
five hundred miles, attended with many difficulties, 
and clofe exercifes of body and mind, (he was enabled 
to return to her home at Clonmd, in the 8th month, 
1788, under the comfortable fenfe of divine favour 
and prote£tion. Some parts of her letters, written 
after her return, on a retro^ed of this vifit, appear 
to be worthy of infertiom 

— — — " We have had, fince leaving York, many 
new fcenes of trial, and new demonftrations of pro- 
vidential care ; efpecially in the courfe of the long 
and deeply proving journey which we undertook, 
in hope that the Hand of Omnipotence led forth to 
the Continent. The ftate of mind in which I was 
involved previoufly to it, the inexpreffible humiliations 
and befetments which attended theaccompliihment of 
k, and fince that, the commemoFatioa of unmerited 
fiipport, with the renewed difcovery of human frailty, 
feem to change, in many refpec^s, the face of this 
world to me. Not that I am redeemed from the love 
of it; but that I have learned taexpe^ lef^ from iti 
feeing more and more, that this is indeed a proba- 
^ionary fl-ate of being, and that our fufFerings and 
joys in it are no otherwife important, than as they 
afFeft our attachment to the one great obje£l of 
eternal good, and our communion with it in the 
fileaee o£ all that is flefhly./' 
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■ ^ It is a jc^ous confideration,^ that the 

glorious light of the goipel is emitted from the Sua 
of Righteouihefs ; and that, though tnftrum^ts may 
be uied to bear teftimony to it, yet that he, before 
whom all nations are' but as the drop of a bucket^ 
the fmall duft of the balance, and who takes up the 
ides as a very little thing, can, when they fail, do 
bis work without them, and ^ glorify the houfe 
*' of his glory." I humblingly refleft upon our late 
journey on the Continent, and am bound to ac* 
knowledge (however as an individual I have failed in 
truly feying, «« Thy will be done,") that Ae word of 
the Lord is faithfulnefi and truth. My mind is fettled 
in a comfortable belief, that, through the creating and 
converting word of Omnipotence^ the pure feed of 
divine Kfe was vtfited with greater ef&cacy, than the 
dtfeouragements which we were under, allowed us to 
know at that time. But ah, poor Amfterdam ! yea, 
poor Rotterdam! and many, many places on that 
fide the Continent, touching whofe inhabitants my 
foul, at times, iings mournfully to its well-beloved I 
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Uir Concern reffeSling a Boarding School for female 
Touth.^^Fifit to Friends Families in Cork^^-^Joumef 
to London.-'^ViJit to Dunkirk^ Holland^ Pyrmont^ 
&c. — Her Ritum-'^end Ueceafe^^TeJiimonia con^ 
timing her. 

IT may now be proper to take feme notice of a 
concern which had weightily engaged her. atten-* 
tion, rerpe£ling the propriety of opening a boarding-^ 
fchool at Clonmel, for the religious care and educa- 
tion of female youth. This fubje£l bad, for fome 
time, been deeply pondered, both by hdrfelf and her 
hufband ; and had,, at length, fo matured in their 
minds,, as to afford an evidence that it would be rigbtx 
to fet forward the work. 

Their motiv-es for this undertaking appear, to be 
purely difinterefted, and- with the fingle view of pro* 
moting a guarded and religious education of children j. 
being themfelves in eafy circumftances, and under 
no neceffity to purfue diis employment, for family 
fupport. 

Whien we confider the fufceptibility of youth, ta^ 
early impreffions, with the general permanency thereof 
Oh their minds j and reflefl: that they are foon to par- 
ticipate in the concerns of life, and will, in a few 
years, be the principals on. this ftage of being ;. we 
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^eannot but perceive die extenfive impcMrtancei both 
to individuals and the community) of an early moral 
and religious education ; nor be furprifed that diis 
eameft labourer for the good of mankind, ihould fed 
it her duty to cultivate this 6iTe ground of general 
reformation, and to encourage others, upon pure 
principles, to engage in an employment fo truly 
honourable and produdive of good. 

Though under doubts and dilcouragements <^ 
mind, arifing chiefly finom die humble fenfe of her 
own weaknefi, and want of qualifications for fo ar* 
duous and important a lervice, flie was enabled to 
open the propofed inftitudon, the month after hec 
return from the Continent. 

She was much concerned that the children com^ 
mitted to their care, might be preferved in inno* 
cence, and trained in the paths of piety and virtue i; 
and when not called from home on idigious fervice^ 
laboured faithfully in advancing fuch meafiires aa 
tended to promote the folid advantages of Ais infti-^ 
tution* 

On the fkhjeSt of diis fchool, there does not zp^ 
pear to be much remaining written by herfelf : a 
few of her letters have, however,, been coUe&ed„ 
expreffive of her tendernefs left (he might interfere 
with other inftitutions ^ and of her cautious fteppings 
in this concern ; with divers other inftru£dve fenti-^ 
ments ; moft of which have been extra£ted, and are 
as follows ; 

■■ " '- '■ " The profped of removing to Ireland ia 
any Une» continues ta my mind very awful i and un« 
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dcrtaking a matter of fo much confequencc as thp 
propofed fchool, is not lefs fo : but if our friends 
whofe judgments wc efteem, feel uneafy with it, and 
freely exprefs themfelves, it will rather be a relief 
than a difappointment ; efpecially as we have no in* 
Cention of getting, or faving money by it to ourfelves. 
If we arc but favoured to fee the work of our day, 
and found faithful in the performance of it, though 
ever fo humbling to flefh and blood, I femetimes 
think, it is all that I defire." 

■ '• I do not like the thoughts of crowding 
new inflitutions u^on friends, impofing objects, or 
doing any thing which has the remoteft appearance of 
oppofing our own, or others profpefts, by dividing or 
fcattering the little ftrength, which, if put together, 
might prove no more than fuiEcient for one under- 
taking at firfl ; though afterwards, it might encreafe 
for whatever further openings might be porceived in 
dictrut^." 

■ " I have, at times, been much depreffed 
with a fear of interfering with the fchool at Mount- 
mellick, and difcouraging the valuable friends en- 
gaged therein. I felt moft eafy to write them a few 
lines, with a view, as I tell them, *< to open a door 
for a free communication of fentiments, refpe£Hng 
what we both have in view ; cxpreffing my love and 
cfleem for them, and belief, that as both they and 
we are difinterefled in our views, defirous of pro- 
moting the fame caufe, and rightly direded, we fhall 
move, either feparately or together, with a comfort- 
able degree of unity and iympathy i and requefting 
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tiielr opennefs with me, in faying whether any thing 
has occurred to them, on hearing of our plan, which 
would be any ftrength or encouragement to them, 
and which is in our power to afford ; whether they 
wifh us to be united in our undertakings, or think 
that two fchools will anfwer} and lafUy, whether 
they do not think it will be better for them fteadtly 
to purfue their own profpeds, till our houfe is 
opened, (if ever it (hould be) and then to fland re- 
figned, either to unite or keep feparate, as at that 
time appears befl." So much feemed a little relief 
to myfelf to fay, feeling great afFedion and tender- 
nefs towards them ; at the fame time that my own 
fkith is nearly tried. I, however, feel a hope as I 
am writing, that if our offering be not accepted, hut 
prove like David's propofing to build the houfe, 
that, neverthelefs, we fhsdl feel that fecret fupporting 
language, ^ thou didfl well^ in that it was in thin» 
heart,'* &c. 

' « Dofl thou not wonder at idie undertak- 

ing we have in view? My dear R.G. has kindly 
. condefcended to make ample preparations for a board- 
ing fchool for girts, and has built a confiderable 
addition to our prefent duelling i which flands upon 
an ifland, in a navigable river, called the Suir. It is 
about a hundred yards acrofs, and near a quarter of 
a mile long ; has on one fide of it the quay and town, 
and on the other cultivated mountains, which feem 
almofl to hang over it. The profpe<5l from the front 
of the houfe is through the garden and a paflure, to 
the river and valley, and is terminated bjr a very high 
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and rugged mountain, feveral miles diftant. The 
place is altogether very pleaiant and conunodtous, 
for the intended purpofe; but how we ihall meet 
with fuitable, difinterefted perfons for undertaking 
the immediate care of the children, &(5. is not clear ; 
a hope however cheers us, that if bur views are 
right, and deferving a bleffing, all things needful will 
be afforded us in the needful time. For almoft every 
fiation in the family, I ihould like to have fuch as 
poflels a ilncere concern for the prolperity of the 
wotk, and find a de4ication in their own hearts to it; 
being afraid of drawing any, merely to gratify our* 
ielves, that have not fome fuch foundation to fupport 
them in feafons of trial, v^ich, generally, more 
or lefs, attend the moft upright and difinterefled 
dcfigns.** 

■ " I have had a very low dull time of late 

about this undertaking, from a fear that we fhalt 
not be found equal to it* I do not mean in the fights 
of men, fop probably we could not jdeafe all, let us 
do ever fo well ^ but I mean in the fight of Him» 
whofe bleffing is more craved and panted after, than 
the moft ipecious appearances it can wear^.'' 

■ " Having formerly mentipned the difcou- 

ragements of my mind in the fetting out of the fchoot 
we are engaged in, it is but juft alfo to £iy, that things 
refpe£ting it now wear a pleaianter afped; with a 
hope that that which was fawn in weaknefs, feems> 
through divine help, (for to that only it can be 
attributed) rifing into greater ftrength. The minds 
oCibinc of our precious charge are evid'ently encreaf*^ 
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ing in verdue^ by die dew of heaven ; and, in the 
general, inncncence is to be fdt from the influence of 
their Ipirits. Our helpers alfogrow (we hope) in the 
root of true religion. Indeed, did the world, or our 
religious and civil concerns with its inhabitants, (peak 
no more trouble to us than what we find upon our 
little iiland, it would be too great a ftate of profperity 
for human nature profitably to be indulged with ; fov 
even that calls for a watchfulnefs and induftry, which 
the flelh is at enmity with, and which I fear being 
found wanting in« To feel an evidence that we are 
under the care and bleffing of the Shepherd and 
Bifliop of fouls, after confliding doubdngs refpe^ng 
it, is fiich a cordial as reanimates the foul to fight the 
good fight of faith, and to lay hold on eternal lifir. 
In feafons of iavour this has been the cafe ; but it is 
hard to lay down all thefe precious gifts, ftill to walk 
as the Mafter walked, to teftify, by our dedication, 
that we believe he came to fave finners, and, as to 
the means whereby his glorious work is promoted, to 
(kyy " Not my will, but thine be done/' 



In the I2th month, 1788, fhe engaged, with 
other friends, in a vifit to the meetings and fiunilies 
of friends in the city of Cork ; and during her em* 
ployment in that fervice, the following letters ap« 
pear to have been written. Though they do not 
exprefs much account of the vifit, yet they may be 
acceptable, from the inftrudive remarks they con-* 



190 The LIFE or 

tain, and the weighty and concerned fpirit which tfiey 
manifeft under this engagement. 
' ■ ^ We have been fteadily engaged with fit* 

ting in four families a day; and though we often 
feem ready to give up, and feel like imprifoned ipi- 
rits, yet, upon the whole, we have no juft caufe to 
be difcouraged; Beft help being near to ftrengthea 
us with might inwardly, or fuch a proportion 
of it as is neceflary for the performance of, and 
perieverance in, the work of the prefent day* As 
doing the will of our heavenly Father, is the only 
tiling really worth living for, I wi(h to confider it 
as an unmerited favour, to know what that will is, 
and to be furnifhed with any degree of capacity to 
doit/' 

* ** The feafon of the year, the clofenefs of 
the city, and the complicated occaflons of heavi- 
vinefs and depreffion, in the view of the ftate of 
things here, all contribute to fufFering both of body 
and mind ; fo that were we clear of unprofitably add- 
ing thereto, we do not lack a pretty full cup thereof. 
Indeed we have no bufinefs to feek for a portion or 
baptifm, differing in nature from that which the great 
Pattern himfelf fubmitted to, and which the true 
feed her^ and elfewhere, have ftill, for wife purpofes 
to experience." 

" " Whether any good may come of our la- 

lour and travel here, mufl be left: it is the bleiEng 
only which can render this, and every other endea- 
vour of the poor iervants, efFe£fcual to the building 
up of smy drooping member in the moil holy faith. 
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My ibul has in the courfe of our vifit to the fimniliet 
of friends in this city, pafled by the gates of death. 
But the deceitfulnefs of my own heart is fuch^ diat 
it cannot be removed by pleaiant things ; nor does 
£tne(s for the little fervices we are engaged in^ ipring 
out of the moft fenfible and gratifying operations of 
the 'fpirit; but out of thefe unfearchabk baptifms^ 
which, neverChelefs, demonfirate they are of the Holy 
Ghoft and fire, becaufe they leave an empty templey 
a temple ready to be filled with the prefence wherein 
there is life. According to my (mall knowledge of 
good, I may alTert that, after all, the joy of the 
Lord is our ftrength ; and were it not that, in the 
beginning of this vifit, my fpirit had been fweedy 
confolated therewith, I v^tj much doubt whether, 
from many of my feelings and deep provings fince, 
I (hould have held out till now : peradventure it 
pofTeflTed fome of that iacred efHcacy, which Elijah's 
forty days fuftenance is diftinguifbed for, and thereby, 
to the praife of that grace, by which I am what I am, 
my confidence has not wholly failed me in the deeps. 
AU that is within me prays, that as we have been 
mercifully ftrengthened to drink, in this place, a 
bitter cup, we may not, in our own wills, refufe 
any dregs which in infinite wifdom are intended, in 
part, to conftitute the cup of falvation. But the 
fleih is weak! A few have refufed us, and whether 
their hearts will relent, is yet to try. We cannot 
however but fympathize with a tried, afflidled rem- 
nant in this meeting, whofe hands I do believe, will 
grow flronger and ftronger, be more and more iit* 
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ttniSted to war, and dieir fingers to fight ; for how* 
ever the boafters oyer the pure lowly feed may exalt 
diemfelves, yet they oannot ftand in the day of judg-> 
ment, nor prevent the fulfilling of the proniife, that 
die law (hall be magnified and made honourable. I 
concluded to ftay third day meeting; and though, as 
is often my lot, fpeaking to men did not relieve my 
inward oppreffion, yet in proftration before the al* 
,mighty Helper, who in abundant mercy is touched 
widi a fedic^ of our infirmities, there was a fecret 
lifgjAitog evidence, of living again in His prefence. 
Whereby tliofe bones that were broken did rejoice* 
Thus are the poor of the flock helped in their cx^ 
tpemities, and encouraged to maintain their confix 
dence in the omnipotent gathering arm of Ifrael's 
Shepherd.** 

■ ** May we not be afraid of fuffering; for 

in this land however, they that dwell with the feed, 
muft dwell in a low fpot, and give up their names 
to reproach- " If ye were of the world, the world 
would love you, but becaufe ye are not of the world, 
the world hates you: it hated me before it hated 
you.** To be of this happy, though afflifted -num- 
ber, is more to be defired than to join ourfelves in 
affinity with a fpirit which, inftead of fuffering with 
the feed, wars againfl it, in the wrath and cruelty of 
the king of the locufts which came out of the pit ; 
a fpirit that cannot fland in the day of judgment, but 
which being airy and unfettled, leads from the quiet 
habitation, and leaves the mind without a flay. How 
excellent, yea how much to be defired, is that ftate 
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wherein, through holy chaftifement and fulFering for 
the feed's &ke, that precious feal of adoption, the » 
language of Abba Father, is feelingly obtained and 
breathed ! This is indeed a Something in ourfdves 
wherejn we can rejoice, an unmerited gift which 
excludes all boafting, a prefervative from moving in 
the line of others experience, further than it is made 
our own^ or from having our rejoicing in them. 
Were the a^ve members of our fociety, more ge- 
nerally and individually gathered to this deep inward 
feeling of the life of truth, and the evidence of its 
operations in themfelves, how much more effedual 
would their labours be, in building up one another 
in the moft holy faith? I am afraid for myfelf; I 
long to be more truly weighty in my own fpirit i not 
to aiTume a confequence amongft men, or to plume 
myfelf with borrowed feathers ; but really to be pre- 
ferved in company with the feed, and through its 
operations, to live, move, and have my being, in the 
church efpecially. A feries of deep exercifes has 
fallen to my lot, on account of the law and teftimony 
of truth in this province, and near fympathy with 
fome who dare not*Iet it fall to the ground, without 
difcovering themfelves, and on whofe fide they arc. 
Thefe find it to be a day of trial, of perplexity, and 
of treading down; and there are fo few, even 
amongft the well minded, who are fldlful either in 
lamentation, or in war^ that the work lies heavy on 
a few ; and fometimes 1 am afraid that the ointment 
made after the art of the apothecary, gets unpleafantly 
K 
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tinflured by the dead flies (the unquickened efforts 
for the caufe) being caft into it." 

— — *' Though I often find it my duty to wafli 
and anoint, rather than appear to men to faft, yet the 
fecret travail of my foul is forrowfiil, and befet with 
many difcouragements unknown but to itfelf, and 
its almighty Helper ; and I find, that the more deep 
and hidden my exercifes are, and the more I feek 
for ftrength to unite myfelf, in a covenant never to 
be broken, with the Beloved of my foul, the more I 
am capable to diftinguifh the confolations of the 
Spirit, the pure unerring Spirit, firom every inferior 
er corrupt fource of gratification to the natural 
fenfes. I know my experience of this Is but very 
fmall, and yet, as far as I have attained, I have abun* 
dant caufe to admire the wifdom there is in the paths 
of true abafednefs and felf-denial ; yea, the fortrefs 
they lead to, and the fafety there is in them/* 

Never are we favoured with a clearer perception 
of our religious duty, in little as well as greater 
things, than when our fpiritual eye has been purged, 
by the miniftration of fome baptifm that has affli<^<- 
ingly removed every film of felfJove; which dif- 
€overs itfelf by an over-attention to our own re-> 
putation, to the eafe of the fleffa, and a defire for 
pleafant things in fpirituals as well as temporals. 
Ah! may we think nothing too near or too dear to 
part with, for the fecret acceptance of the Beloved I 
The very putting forth of his hand, as through the 
hole of the door, little as the intimation may feem. 
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Itk a powerful can to admit him in die vny of his 
coming, however it may oppofe our owa way* 



She attended the half jrear*^ national meeting at 
Dublin in the 5th month, 1789; and from thence 
went to York, where (be made her relations and 
friends a fhort vifit, and proceeded pretty direi^y for 
ihe yearly meeting at London; which (hcattended^ 
and returned home with ah evidence, that, in this 
journey, fhe had been occupied in her proper place. 
This is agreeably tsftified by the following letter, 
which is the only one that has appeared on this oc^ 
cafion. 

" Our little flock looks pleaiant and healthy. 
Our joy was mutual at meeting yefterday, and home 
is felt by us to be a peaceful retreat. In a little 
fitting which we had at home in the evening, there 
feemed fome ability to lie down as beftde the ftill 
waters; a confoling experience: and on looking back 
upon our late journey, though there was no great pro- 
fefled draft to it, a hope arifes, that, confiftent' with 
our religious duty, we were going on with the work 
#f the day. 



In the latter part of the year 1789, (he felt her 
tnind drawn to have fome publick meetings in divers 
places, where none of our fociety dwell> particie- 
Kt 
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' larly at the town and garrifon of Kinfale; where^ as 
well as at other places, thefe fervices tended to open 
and fpread the knowledge of the truth. Concern- 
ing het vifit to the^bovementioned place, (he writes 
thus: 

I ■ ' ^* In much fear, and I truft humiliation of 
/pirit, I have been to the town of Kinfale, and fuf- 
fered to have appointed, through an apprehenilon 
bf duty, a publick meeting there. It was large, 
nearly as much fo as the houfe belonging to the 
fociety would admit. There appeared to be about 
two hundred people, who generally behaved with de- 
cency and folidity, and the meeting was owned with 
the gathering influence of Ifrael's Shepherd 5 which 
jn time of filence, was I thought comfortably ex- 
perienced. We alfo paid a vifit to the fort, and par- 
ticularly to a large company of deferters, who are 
coUefted there for tranfportation, many of them good 
looking young men; and I alfo ventured to remind 
fome of the officers, of their religious and civil 
duties. It was altogether a fervice much in the 
crofs, and deferving of no reward, for want of timely 
refignation to it : but, in unmerited mercy, I was 
favoured with a peaceful calm, which my beloved 
companions alfo enjoyed, and earned with honed 
labour. 

She was, indeed, much concerned, and laboured 
in her meafure, for the propagation of that holy 
principle, which is the light, and life of men; and 
(he counted npthing too dear to give up, or part 
with, for the promotion of this pure word in their 
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hearts. A renewed evidence of this appears, in a 
fre(h inftance of dedication to a very trying and ar-« 
duous fervice. During her late travels on the Con- 
tinent, her mind had often fympathized in fecret, and 
been united in gofpel love, with a precious feed fcat- 
tered up and down in thofe parts; but which, it 
feemed not then the appointed feafon, to vifit in 
perfon. This time now approached, and, as fhe 
apprehended, in the openings of divine wifdom; fo 
that flie believed it her indifpenfable duty, to give, 
herfelf up, in pure reflgnation, to this fervice; which 
appeared in her view, to comprehend a vifit to Dun- 
kirk, Holland, Pyrmont, and fome other parts of 
Germany. Under the weight of this important con* 
cem, (he experienced the near fympathy of friends 
of the monthly and quarterly meetings to which flie 
belonged, with thofe of the national meeting in 
Dublin, and yearly feleft meeting in London; who. 
concurred in teftimonials of their unity and appro- 
bation. Thus ftrengthened by the feelings and con« 
currence of the church, and by a ilmilar concern erf 
her friend George Dillwyn, (he fet forward to en- 
gage in the work before them, in the 6th month. 
1 790; accompanied alfo by her hufband and Sarah 
Dillwyn, who felt their piinds engaged to enter with, 
them on this journey. 

Her letters written under the profpedl of this vifit, 
during the progrefs of it, and upon its conclufion, 
appear to form, in genera], fo regular and conne<3ed aa 
account of it, that nothing further appears neceflaryy 
than to lay the extrads from them before the readef « 
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2(1 month, 1790. I feem very like one who hatb 
3U> refting place on earth, or any confolations here 
in which I dare to truft; but if I am found worthy^ 
in the fmalleft degree, to refemble the great and 
^oly High Prieft of our profeffion, it vs enough. 
As to the performance of great works, I look not 
for it; my mind is taught to believe that I have no 
right thereto^ or reafon to exped that an inftrument 
ib feebje, and lb little a time in nfe, is likely to be 
^^^ned, in any extraordinary degree, in the difcharge 
bf my fmall part of the great work* But my fpirit 
hath often been dipt into fjrmpathy inexpreffible, with 
aieed in thofe parts, of which I have not yet attained 
the outward difcovery, and peradventure, this fecon()' 
viiit may prove like fifhing and catching nothing/ 
This I defire to leave, and to attain to a daily and 
fimple reliance upon unerring diredtion, which thCT 
creature knows muft be attended with a dying daily. 

ad month, 1790. We ftand in need of care, both 
ef our own, and that of our friends j our endea- 
vours for peace being, in many refpeftf, in a line 
rather new and important^ and in which we defire 
to be preferved from moving further,, than the good 
Shepherd kads and goes before. — It has not been 
without a portion of deep exercife, and frequent bap- 
tifms, known only to the Searcher of hearts, that I 
have obtained fo moch ftrength as to caft my bur- 
den for a time upon the church ; and fince they have 
taken it, and I believe fome of them felt it, my relief 
has, beyond my cxpeftion, been efFefted. — But this 
ts temporary. I know, in a'fpiritual fcafe at Icafl"^ 
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that bonds and afflidions await me; yet with thank- 
fulnefs may acknowledge that, feeling the cverlaft- 
ing arms to be underneath, none of thefc things 
at prefent move me.— My capacity to promote the 
work of righteoufnefs on the earth, is very final! j . 
but according to that capacity, I long to be found 
^ithflil, not counting my lifj dear unto myfelf.— 
I have not heard of any companion in the little fer- 
vices before me, nor do I feel any anxiety on that 
head; believing that, if the concern is right, fuit- 
able fellow labourers will be provided, without any 
toiling interference of mine. 

3d month, 1790. May my mind be preferved in 
ftability to the end : for that I both watch and 
pray, well knowing that when I lofe that, it muft 
be diftinguifbed mercy indeed, that preferves my 
pooF little veffel from total wreck. As a very hard 
gale of even fair wind may occailon great danger, 
fo I perceive that the urgency I feel, at times, in 
my fpirit, to do the Mailer's apprehended will, may 
render fruftrate the gracious defign, if ballafl: be 
Hot on board. I never felt my mind fo fenfibly fuf- 
lained in the profpe£t of any journey before. I 
cfteem it an unmerited mark of the great Shepherd'^ 
condefcending care, who hath, blefTed be his Name, 
richly repleniflied my foul with faith, and fo abun- 
dantly miniftered its fitter virtue, patience, that my 
frail tabernacle being at times overcome, the lan- 
guage of my heart is fimilar to that of the Spoufe ; 
^' Stay me with flaggons, comfort me with apples., 
** for I am fick of love.** 
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This IS a difpenfation which I do not expefl t# 
continue; for when a teftimony of this love is called 
for, when difficulties are to be encountered, both 
within and without, when we are to be oflFered up 
a facrifice in the fervice of the Chriftian faith, oh 
how inconftant is the human heart ! how many fub- 
ftitutes for obedience, how many fubterfuges does 
it find ! Remembering thefe things, the wormwood 
and the gall, yea the anguifliing exercifes attendant 
on our late journey, my heart is humbled within 
me, and prefejrved from expecting the journey in 
profpeft to be unmixed with fimilar trials ; or even 
to fee in it, gratifying demonftrations of that glori- 
ous work, which, in gofpel vifion, is beheld to be 
begun in the German Empire, and many other parts > 
of tiie globe lefs known to us. On any prefump* 
tion of this fort, I have not dared to take one ftep j 
but have much defired that my fpirit may be deep 
enough, according to my meafure, to fufFer and re- 
joice only with the pure feed, whether obvioufly the 
fig-tree blofTom, and fruit be on the vine, or not, 

■ *' On fecond day morning, at the yearly 

meeting of minifters and elders held in London the 
17th of the 5th moQth, our certificates were read j 
which, far beyond what I durft have looked for, 
created expreffions of gofpel unity and church en- 
couragement, that were not entirely unfeafonable to 
my mind; feeling myfelf as poor as feemed poffible 
for fpiritual exiftence. But what alfo greatly con- 
tributed to lift up my head above the overflowing 
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billows^ and fay to the winds and the waves, « Be 
*^ ftill,*' was the indifputable evidence, that the 
Mafter had feparated for a fimilar work, my beloved 
friend, George Dillwyn ; udder which his oppreifed 
mind was conftrained publickly to acknowledge, to 
his own and others i^elief, that he believed it to be 
his duty to go with us. How precious is that help, 
which is difpenfed in better wifdom than our own t 
and being the fruit of mercy, it is often referved for 
the moment of extremity. It was a very folemn 
uniting feafon ; the fpirit and the bride (the church) 
appeared cordially to unite in the fame language of 
encouragement. I greatly defire a heart capable of 
humbly and reverently returning acceptable obedience 
for thefe favours, in the few feeble fteppings through 
my future pilgrimage^. Trials I have learned to ex- 
pert:, having a difpofition that will not fufFer me ta 
be exempt, till it be loft in the ocean of gofpet 
love. In ourfelves, as in the world, there is trouble ;. 
oh that our acquaintance may become more and more 
intimate with Him, in whom is the fulnefs of unde«^ 
filed peace ! Then may we rejoice in every tribula«.r 
tion, which has urged us to lay hold on eternal^ 
iubftance. 

No female companion appearing, our former va-^ 
luable fellow traveller, Sarah Dillwyn, was naturally' 
looked to, and no obftrudions occurring, RatclifFe 
. monthly meeting (of which (he is a member) cordially^ 
teftified its approbation therewith, and granted ber a 
certificate. Thus we four being banded, left Lon- 
don (JoihuaBeale accompanying us) on the ieveatb- 
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day after the yearly meeting. At London we met witfc 
many friends like bone of our bone, and flefli of our 
fleih; yea, fo cemented have fome of us at times felt,. 
as fully to convince us that it was the work of both 
grace and nature ; the latter of which> in our many 
feparatlons, is learning, I truft, to be more and more 
fubjeft, and to furrender its will to the divine will^ 
which indeed fweetcns many bitter cups, and 
ftrengthens us to fay amen to every requiring of 
truth. Without this experience, how are we like 
bullocks unaccuftomed to the yoke i 

The yearly meeting was large, and fatisfeftory in 
^ good degree; but fuch afTemblies, compofed cf 
minds fo various, have generally a coniidefable 
portion of exercife and weight for the ifeeling part of 
Its members; and it is an unfpeakable favour that 
there are fuch preferved in the church, whofe ipiritualt 
faculties are fo alive, that, like watchers on the walls, 
of Zion, they can give an alarm at the^new and 
various attacks, which our common and unwearied 
enemy is making upon truth's ramparts : and it is 
alfo a diftinguifliable mercy in our poor fociety^ ths^^ 
ihere arcy amongft the youngej part of it, fach as,, 
by the livelinefs and faithfulnefs of their ipirits, pro- 
mife a fucceiSoa of ftandard bearers. 

We were at Rochefter on. firft day, at the monthly 
sneeting at Canterbury on thiiid, and' got to Dover 
that evening;, from whence we failed next day for 
X>uokirk, and had a fine, but. ilow pailage, being on 
the water fixteen hours. Here we found John De 
Mariillac waiting for us; and Jolhua Beule, aUk 
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uniting himfelf to us, we became fix in number. 
Tbci day we arriveS was their week. day meetings 
and it may with thankfulnefs be acknowledged, that 
it was mercifidly owned with divine refrefliment, and 
the communication of counfel from the living fpring 
thereof. And what tended to heighten our joy, on 
fitting down with the friends here, was the fcene 
which we had beheld juft before. What they call 
the hoft was carried about, with fuch a procefSoR 
of the army, corporation, clergy, and little children, 
as I never law before, or could have fuppofed ; there. 
being many thouiands both of people and images of 
filver, pewter, and wood ; hundreds of candles near 
fix feet long ; abundance of rich filk and other veil* 
ments ; barefooted and ihaven headed friars ; mufick^ 
drums, &c. cannon firing, and bells ringing. S^ 
that, after all this ftir, to fit down with our friends, 
under our own vines and fig-trees, and meafiirabiy 
to partake of fubftantial food, was truly joyous ; and. 
more eipecially fo, under the belief that the on^ fhall 
decreafe, and the other encreafe. 

We fpent a full week at Dunkirk, to a good degree 
of (atisfadion, perceiving the blefling that thofe new. 
iettlers may be in that land, and at this important 
jundure, if they wifely keep to, and are gracioufly 
kept by, the preferving, unchangeable principle of 
truth. They are at prefent worth vifiting, and their 
number is likely foon to be encreafed from Nan* 
tucket. 

After having four publick meetings in Dunkirk, 
(at all of which divers not of our fociety attended) 
K6 
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and feveral private ones, we proceeded to Oftend, 
(B. R. going with us). Here we fpent a day to 
iatisfa£tion, finding a man and his wife from Londoa 
belonging to the fociety, who had not feen any repu- 
table friends for feven or eight years. Though they 
had the marks of being, in fome degree, robbed and 
fpoiled, yet there was'alfo fomething in them to vifit^ 
and which accepted the teftimony of truth, as far as 
related to themfelves. Divers books were alfo fcat- 
tered, and hot without a hope that the blefHng 
accompanied fome of them ; for even in this little 
fervice, there is a great difference in oiirfeelings.^ 
It is often like cafting bread iipon the waters, and, 
fometimes, without hope of return in any day or age. 

From Oftend we continued our courfe along the 
coaft, by way of Bruges, Flufhing, and Middkburgh; 
at the two latter of which, we folemnly paufed, and 
alfo expofed ourfelves to the obfervation and acquaint- 
ance of the people ; intimating to fome our errand^ 
and making enquiry for fuch as were feeking the 
truth. With fome fmall exception, they appeared ta 
be in their ftrong holds, and fenced cities, Intent 
upon this world's gain, which is, with too much 
propriety, called their god. However, a few books 
were left among them ; and * finding the fon of a 
friend at Middleburgb, we had an opportunity of 
religious retirement with him, and of dropping fuch 
counfelas opened therein. He appeared, by his 
acknowledgement and attention to us, to accept 
the vifit kindly i but his fituation is exceedingly 
unfafe« 
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From Middleburgh we went to a little port, called 
Campveer, and there hired a veflel to take us ta 
Rotterdam. We had a very pleaiant paflage, our 
minds being favoured with much tranquillity i and» 
after a thirty hours fail, arrived at our port, the iStb 
of the 6th month ; where, as we expected, we entered 
into a frefh trial of fidelity to the precious caufe» 
Here we ftaid three days, vifited fome former ac^ 
quaintances, who were very kind, and commenced 
new ones with fuch as feemed to underfland how ta 
receive difciptes, in the name of difciples. To one 
or two of this clafs, our minds were particularly 
united. Being there on a firfl day, we had two 
publick meetings, both confiderably attended^ but 
efpecially the latter, which was alfo a truly fblemn 
and profitable opportunity. 

Between Dunkirk and Rotterdam, we had divers 
opportunities of difTeminating the knowledge of the 
principle of truth, by the diflribution of books, and 
ibme conferences in a private way; but had no 
publick meeting, though our minds were, in feveral 
places, brought under a confiderable weight of 
exercife; which feemed to anfwer no more end, 
than the people's walking round the walls of Jericho; 
and were it not that we are convinced, even from 
outward obfervation, that the Lord is at work in 
the kingdoms of men, and making a way for his own 
feed, we might conclude, that the fortifications which 
this world's fpirit hath ereded, particularly in Hol« 
land, will hardly ever be takisn down. 
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We went pretty diredly from Rotterdam te 
Amfterdam, where we had our ihare of fecret dip- 
pings and difcouragements ; but not expecting great 
things in our fetting out, or defiring to be borne up 
above a feeling of what we are, and the oppreffion 
-and obfcurity of the true feed, we are the lefs expofed 
to a fpirit of difmay j and engaged at times, in fim- 
plicity, to fit down together, profefledly to wait for 
the guidance of truth, or a difcovery that the cloud 
refts upon the tabernacle* In thefe feafons, we have 
been ftrengthened, and cemented in beft unity, and 
alfo encouraged to hold on in a path to be trodden 
more by ^tb, than fight. 

In the publick meetings, of which we have attended 
three, we experienced painful exercife; and yet I 
thought on firft day, that both the fittings were, 
upon the whole, folid and lively. Here we received 
accounts of our brother, Jofeph Grubb, being in a 
yery declining ftate of health, which had made its 
appearance before we left home ; and being in part- 
nerlhip with my R. G. and the care of bufiiiefs for- 
bidden to my brother, my hufhand thought it hift 
duty to offer him all the relief he could ; a tranquil- 
mind refpefting outward things, being of unfpeakable 
confequence to the latter part of a man's life: thJ«^ 
without any anxiety about our own property, and » 
prefentiment before we left home, that he would hardly 
go through the journey, induced us, though much in 
tb^ Qrofs, to feparate. 

We were detained at Amftecdam longer thaa wo 
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expefted ; one occafion of which was, the printing 
of fome extrads from Hugh Turford's writings^ 
with an addition from Mary Brook on filent waitings 
which fome of our company tranflated into French* 
ft contains very fuitable matter for the prefent age, 
and is an acceptable publication to J. M. and B. R* 
to diftribute in France, and alfo convenient to us in 
this journey, as many underftand French. We have 
a large ftock of other religious books, very eligible 
for our purpofe, which the meeting for fufferings haft 
given us for diftribution. 

The 6th of the 7th month, we came to Utrecht, 
where J. M. being tender took cold, and was con-« 
fined next day to the houle; and as he did not ail a 
great deal, it fuited our plan of fpendiog one day 
quietly together, before we parted, be and B, R» 
having concluded to go firom hence to Dunkirk^ 
and J. M. from that place to his home. This has 
been a trial to us, but knowing J. M*s attention ta 
beft dire£tion, and alio his defire, if right, of keeping 
with us, we dared not to perfuade him to fuit our 
inclinations and convenience; and therefore, after en- 
joying each others company, in fweet fellovirlhip and 
tendernefs of fpirit^ we parted ; our little band then 
confiding of George and Sarah Dillwyn, J^B^^d 
niyfelf, with the moil arduous part of the journey ia 
profpefl. Perhaps thia ftripping of outward help is 
wifely difpenfedto us: in that light we view it, and 
dare not difpute divine fuificiency. 

Soon after our friends were gone, we concluded ta 
pay a vifit to a family of Amfterdam (with whom w^ 
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were acquainted when there before) who now refide 
at their country houfe about half way from that city^ 
to Utrecht; and accordingly fet off, and arrived about 
.five, and were received more like near, relations 
united on the beft ground^ than as people of another 
nation and profeffion. We alfo met here two wo-, 
men of confiderable account on a vifit ; to one of 
them particularly, our minds were nearly drawn, and 
the little inftrudlion which was in our power to com- 
municate, from the exercife of our minds, brokeix 
French, and the ufe of the Scriptures (to particular 
paflages of which we directed them as. they occurred) 
was received with a religious fenfibility, which greatly 
united us together,, and which words cannot fully fet 
forth** Though we often lament our ignorance of 
the language of this people, and its attendant incon-^ 

• Some time afterwards^ flie wrote the following letter 
to one of the women of that family. 

*' Remembering thy requeft to hear from our little 
company when we returned from Germany, and bein^ 
now fo near you, I felt an inclination to tell thee, and 
thy valuable brother and fifter, that, through the mer- 
ciful diredion and care of providence, we have gqt 
along to a good degree of fatisfadiion, and been favoured,, 
upon the whole, with a moderate fhare of health. ^ We 
found a few in many places, who, being weary of the 
ceremonial part of religion, are defiring its living fub- 
llance, and to be true worfhippers in fpiric Thefe have 
many difficulties from within and without; but if they de- 
pend, fingly, upon divine help, and ceafe to recommend 
themfelves by their own dead woi*ks, we have a hope,, 
that they will gradually retire from the confufion of tha 
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Vcnicncies, yet I was never more convinced of the 
I influence of truth qualifying to fpeak to one another 

I in our own tongues, though utterly incapable in any 

other language than that of the fpirit; for in the 
prefent cafe, we were not fenfible of either us, or 
the caufe, fufFering under our apparent difadvan- 
tages. We cannot always, judge why we are fo led, 
and why fo deftitute of fome outward accommoda- 
tions to the fervice,^ which human prudence would 
naturally point out; but I may acknowledge that, 
on this account, I never was more contented, 
and fupported in an humble truft, that die good and 
Almighty Hand is with us in ^' thefe mortifying la* 
bours.'* 

tamal mini, to the true flieepfold. Were the profeflbiy 
ef Chriftianity more generally acquainted widi die iinde* 
filed reft, which the redeemed mind is firengthened to 
gadier to, they would detedl the fallacy of unfandified 
forms and miniftry^ and rejoicingly receive the eternal 
Witnefs for God in themfelves, for their Lawgiver, Friend, 
and Comforter. 

** We reflect with fatisfa6tion upon our vifit to Middle- 
waart ; not only in remembrance of your aiFedionate hof« 
pitality, but aifo of the uniting virtue of truth upon our 
minds, which left a pleaiant favour after we feparated ; 
and now reviving, with renewed defire for all our pre- 
fervation, and increafing intimacy with the good Shepherd 
of »his flieep, I falute thee, my dear friend, in fifterly af- 
feaion/' 

S. G. 
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We left Utrecht on feventh day morning, and 
came to Wageninge, which is an agreeable little 
town. The inhabitants were greatly furprifed at 
feeing us, but became uncommonly civil and cour- 
teous; in part owing to a man who drove us from 
Utrecht, who by fome means, unknown to us, con- 
ceived fo favourable an opinion of us, and feemed 
fumifhed with fuch materials for defci'iption, that 
wherever we flopped, he was fure to influence the 
people in our favour, and they united in teftimonies 
of alFedion and kindnefs. We fpent all firft day 
in Wageninge; had a little, but folemn and refrefli- 
ing meeting of our own company, and had alfo the 
company of a young prieft of good charaflcr* He 
and George Dillwyn converfed (I believe intelligibly) 
upon fome important fubjedls in French, though per- 
haps neither of them were fully acquainted with the 
language ; but the beft fenfe being prefent, that de- 
fe<S) was made up thereby. 

We left a few fuitable books with them, which 
v^ere very kindly accepted; and our parting was 
with apparent fentiments of affectionate efteem. We 
alfo gave books to divers others, and had a fatis* 
fa£iion in fpending this little time amongft a kind 
fknple hearted people. The people of the inn are 
particularly of this defcriptionj their condufi manr- 
felling a pleafure which they had in entertaining us. 
Thefc* comfortable fpots and feelings, fomewhat re^ 
femble Elijah's food, on the ftrength of which he had 
to travel many days. As neither the great work, 
nor the capacity to do it, is ours, fo we may be 
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•mboldened to hope, that our acceptance will ftand 
in proportion to our obedience to that we have^ 
rather than to that we have not. 

From Wageninge we came to Amheim, where 
we Ipent one day agreeably, were at the houfe of 
very civil people; and though we did not commence 
much acquaintance, yet were (atisfied with our little 
detention there, and to one or other gave feveral 
books. Here we met with a kind man who fpeakt 
Englifh well, £iys he was feafonably, and efFeduallj 
ferved by a friend in England, when he was a 
ftranger there; and this is (no doubt) an additional 
inducement to lay himfelf out to oblige us, which hf 
does with the appearance of much fincerity* Thefe 
journies, I fometimes hope, will in future open my 
heart with more cordiality to ftrangers ; for ^ know- 
^^ ing the heart of a ftranger," a deficiency herein 
would be doubly culpable* 

The next place we went to was Doefburghy 
Vhere our feelings were rather unufually pleafant ;, 
but we did not find any ftop thereby in our pro- 
|refs. The landlady at the inn where we ftopped, 
appeared and' approved herfelf to be far from the com- 
mon fort, for dignity of manners and folidity, if not 
religious weightinefs of mind. Her conduct to us 
was truly friendly, manifefting an afFedion and libe- 
rality becoming other parts of her chara£lcr. We 
gave her a Barclay*s Apology in Dutch, and feveral 
books in French, which flie appeared fully qualified 
to read, and in a good degree to underftand : fhe 
wanted much to pay for them, but on any terms was 
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glad to receive them; and aftci' looking over the 
fummary, promifed to lend them among fome of her 
neighbours. 

Germany is a country very unlike the Netherlands, 
both in the face of it, and in the manners of its in- 
habitants, the people being kept in a ftate of greater 
fervility, under princes of fmall territories. Our 
difficulties in the way of travelling commenced when 
we left Holland j for after gliding along in Treck- 
fchutes, upon their quiet waters, we got into wag- 
gons, the beft publick conveyances the country 
aiForded, and the roads being extremely bad, we 
were jolted to a degree not eafy to fuppofe ; and for 
want of knowing the language, were impofed upon, 
and induced to take our paiTage in the poft waggon, 
underftanding that we fhould have it to ourfelves, 
arrive feafonably at our lodgings the two nights in 
profped, and have time enough for reft. But inftead 
of thefe fine things, after they got our money, a 
Capuchin Friar, and a very ill looking man, were 
put in with us, and we kept in this fituation with 
two meals wanting, through a dark rainy night (the 
wet coming in upon us) till three o'clock the next 
morning; when, after two hours reft, we were fum- 
mohed again, and without ftopping to take any meals, 
fave our dinners, travelled on till we arrived, about 
one o'clock next morning, at the gates of Munfter, 
a fortified city, where we had to wait for an entrance 
more than half an hour, and then had to find our 
lodgings among a people of a firange language, 
whofe principal objed was to get from us all they 
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could. This is a hint of the manner in which we 
got along, and I mention it to fhew the inconvenience 
ftrangers are fubjed to, and how different the fiire of 
thefe countries is from that of England ; at the fame 
time an acknowledgement of providential care is 
abundantly due from us. Our minds, during this 
extraordinary trial of body and fpirits, were remark- 
ably fuftained with cheerful tranquillity, and an 
abounding defire to comfort one another in this 
painfiil imprifonmcnt. We were alfo prefervcd at 
the time from fufFering in our health, and found 
that part of two days re& in Munfter, recruited us 
finely. 

Our ftay in that city was very fatisfadory, finding 
it to be a place of confiderable opennefs. One man 
in particular, a profeffor of languages in the univer- 
fity, who was fick, receivred our men with brotherly 
afFedion and joy, had very fatisfaftory converfation 
with them, and was glad to receive divers of our 
books, fome of which he intended to put into their 
publick library. He told them of a relation of his, 
-in a part of Germany where we have not been, who 
is fully convinced of our principles, but who has not 
dared openly to avow them ; and faid, that in fome 
other parts, there are many fuch, which we have flnce 
found to be the cafe. A ferious young nobleman, a 
pupil of his, intending to take a tour to England, 
was defirous of being recommended to fome friend in 
London, in which George Dillwyn gratified him. 
Many other opportunities occurred of cafling books 
into the hands of ferious people, and in an imperfect: 
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way intimating to them fuch truths, as at that time 
we were furniflied with. 

From Munftcr We came, by way of Warrendorf, 
Padderborn, &c. through Weftphalia, to Pyrmont, 
which we reached the 23d of the 7th month. Here 
our minds were foon comforted in the belief, diat 
there is a feed in thefe parts, which, however hidden 
from the world, and the many churches profeffing the 
Chriftian name, are preffing after an eftabliihment 
on the right foundation. Our minds were greatly 
favoured with peaceful ferenity, and a fteady reliance 
on providential care ; fo that inftead of difficulties 
depreffing, they rather animated our fpirits to preis 
forward, toward the fulfilling of our allotted portion 
of travail and exercife, and to bear up one another, 
according to our ability, through all. Neverthele(s, 
there have been feafons when Satan did not fail to 
fuggeft to the weaknefs of my mind, that we were 
running in vain. But to the humbling encourage^ 
ment of us all, after we arrived at Pyrmont, and par- 
tlcularly in the fecond meeting there, among a fimple 
hearted, feeking people, we were convinced that i( 
was not fo, and that infinite kindnefs would alfo pre* 
ferve us from labouring in vain. It was an oppor- 
tunity wherein (to the praife of the grace which we 
depend upon) we may fay, that, for a time, *^ the 
** feed reigned over all." Vifitors and vifited experi- 
enced it to be a feafon of uncommon contrition, and 
during the extenfion of the holy Wing, our (pirit* 
feemed gathered into perfect unity s fo efficacious is 
divine life and love 1 
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It appears that two years ago, there were about 
twenty in Pyrmont, who being uneafy with the dead 
formality of many profeffors, met together in their 
own houfes, fometimes reading, fmging, or prayings 
as they apprehended moft right. They underwent 
confiderable perfecution on this account from the 
avaricious priefts, who perfuaded people not to 
do buiinefs with them ; and being generally low 
in the world, they fufFered in this refpe<^} but 
they were not hindered thereby from meeting to- 
gether: yet their reft, not being a pure one, was 
broken up; fome of them findiiig their reforma- 
tion from what they faw to be wrong, was very fmall, 
concluded there was fomething more fubftantial than 
what they had yet experienced ; and this being fug- 
gefted to the reft, occafioned a diviflon amongft 
them. A few returned to the profeffion they had 
left, and the others ceafed to meet together ; yet it 
16 wonderful to fee the brotherly kindnefs which dif- 
tinguiihes them from others. They call themfelves 
friends, and with much propriety, to each other. We 
fpent about two weeks in Pyrmont, with fatisfa^tion 
of mind. As to our manner of living ; for three 
rooms, three beds, fire, candles, and the ufe of the 
kitchen, we paid 15s. per week, found our own pro- 
vifions, cooked them ourfelveS} with the affiftance of 
a girl, aifd an elderly man, one of the friends who 
fpoke Englifh pretty well. He marketed for us, in- 
terpreted on more important occaHons, and ferved 
'MS with great folidity and cheerfulneis. Iq mjany 
xefpefts^ we felt as if we were at hoine^ though 
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amongft a people, few of whom knew what we (aid ; 
but they told us by figns, that they felt that which 
was better than words, and which required none to 
fet it forth : Oh! that we may be preferved in, and 
feel more and more bound to, our own line and 
meafure of duty ; that as the work is the Lord's, the 
management of it may alfo be in his wifdom, and 
tend to his^Iory; and then no matter how low and 
abafed the creature becomes. 

During our ftay at P]rrmont, we had many meet- 
ings, fome of which were uncommonly contriting 
opportunities, wherein the doubts of thefe people 
feemed to fubfide, and the virtue of truth to fweeten 
and refrefli their weary fpirits.* In many refpefts 
they are weak, and yet fo fincerely defirous to obtain 
** the one thing needful," that we entertain a hope, 
that fome of them will encreafe in fteadfaftnefs to 
what they know to be right. 

Our minds are often involved in difcouragement 
and conflifb : the weaknefs of our frames, and per- 
haps the profpeft of the unfinifhedpart of the work, 
may be the occafion of thefe. But let us remember, 
that till they are overcome by the power of vi<9:orious 
faith, it is our feed time rather than harveft, and 
therefore we are called upon, by merciful and heart- 
folacing intimations, to fow in hope. Whether any 
apparent fruits ever appear from this journey, we feem 

* At one meeting we had the company of four men, 
who walked the day before near twenty miles« to fit 
with us; and that of another man, who came about forty, 
alfo on foot* 
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comfortably (atisfied at dmeS| that it mil not be loft 
in the unlimited family of the one univetial Parent ; 
and if we are but favoured to keep the word of 
his padence, fo as to hold out to the end| and 
return without condemnation! it will not be loft 
to us. 

We fct off from Pyrmont for Rinteln upon a dif- 
ferent plan from that on which we had travelled be- 
fore ; for having a man to do little fervices for u« 
when tfiere^ who is one of their friends, and (peaks 
Englifli well) we faw ah extraordinary convenience 
woiiid attend our taking him with us ; and therefore 
have tzken a light waggon) and a pair of horfes^ 
which fives us impofition and trouble in procuring 
carriages^ &c* Our man conduds himfelif with great 
propriety and iimplicity, as our friend, guide, inter- 
preter, and fervant; being charioteer, and doing « 
great deal for us befides* 

We (pent a week at Rinteln, and had feveral meet- 
ings amongft tiie people, belides private religious op- 
portunities in feveral of their families, and Idi fome 
of our books for a univerfllty in that town. In our 
way here, we came through a fkirt of Hanover, where 
we beheld, in the improvements of the country, and 
the appearance of che people, a cheering refemblance 
of England. About Rinteln, there are near twenty 
bf thofe who call themfelves friends, and fome of them 
we believe to be lively (pirited people, and confiderably 
experienced in die inward work of religion ; of whom 
we have a comfortable hope, whether they are ever 
known to ot^ gathered, vifible church, or not. 
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We are in this country under a frequent fenfe of 
tnward poverty, and with many confirmations that^ 
of ourfelvesy we can do nothing ; yet trufting that 
beft wifdom has turned us into this little field of 
labour, we dare not, with our prefent feelings, defert 
it ; but we go on from fpot to fpot, as we apprehend 
is moft in the line of our duty. 

From Rinteln we proceeded to Minden, where we 
found a little company of fincere hearted, and exercifed 
Chriftian travellers, who appeared glad of our vifit, 
and exprefied a belief that it was in divine appoint- 
ment for their good. They feemed more defirous 
for a right opening to fit down together in filent 
. waiting, tkan to enter into conver&tion about what 
they had already experienced. We had feveral folid, 
and I hope edifying, meetings among them, to which 
feveral came from the country many miles on foot, 
which demonftrated their earneftnefs to be helped 
en in the right wayj amongft thefe was a blind 
woman, who gets her living by fpinning, and who 
Walked feventeen miles to meet us. She is an ex* 
ample of Chriftian fortitude, and true nobility ; for^ 
on our afking her if ihe was not under difficulties m 
procuring herfelf a living, (he gratefully anfwered, 
that her friends fometimes helped her, that flie knew 
(he was poor, but when fht refie&ed upon her fup- 
plies, and the query revived in her mind, <^ if iho 
^< lacked any thing,'* the acknowledgment always 
fucccede4-" Nothing, Lord.*' She told us, with 
great humility and tendernefs, that her knowledge of 
ti>^ txuth was not obtained by books or outward 
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means bat by the operation of the divine principle 
in her own heart. I hope- we have been preferved^ 
thus far, from drawing the inward attention ot thofe 
whom we hav^ vifited, to ourfelves, or attaching them 
in the aflTedionate part to any rq>rerentation of good% 
The fecret, fynipathetick exercife which we have felt 
on their account, and in company with them, hadi^ 
I do believe, brought us all, at times, to Ae renewed 
difcoveiy of the everlafting foundation; and we 
have a hope that fbme of thefe wiH acceptably build 
thereon. 

At Minden we met with great civility, and ten* 
dernefi of fpirit, from a counfellor and director of 
^ that place 1 but the crofs is a mighty ftumbling-block ; 
he often makes me think of Nicodemus. When we 
left the town, he kindly went before us to an inn 
on the road^ where he had provided coffee, and con* 
vened feveral of the friends to take their laft leaver 
a parting which I hope was attended with true fi>« 
lemnity, as well as brokenne& of ^rit. With tears, 
het^exprefled his defire, that He who &id he would 
foe with his dtfciples to the end of the world, would 
go with us, and blefs his own work. 
N Next day we travelled towards Buar, and dined 
fweetly in a field, on provifion which we took with 
wis, whilft our horfes were eating corn, W« then 
turned a little out of the road, to vifk a man and his 
wife^ whom the Prieft is perfecuting for abfenting . 
themfelves from his place of worlhip. He has got 
the Magiftrate to fine them near twenty ih]llings» 
(which is a great deal for them) and they refiifing; 
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to pay it, from an apprehenfion of duty, have fuffcred 
diftrefs of their goods, with Chriftian fimplicity and 
jinnnefs. After fpending near two houi^ with them 
(I hope to our and their edification) we came on to 
Buer* In the neighbourhood of this town live a 
little company of Zion's travellers, with whom W9 
had a meeting; sUid our gracious Helper being near^ 
by his good fpirit, rendered it an humbling and re<- 
firefliing opportunity. 

We have many encampments, and when we fhall 
get through this wildernefs, is very uncertain ; for 
my part, I fee no way yet; This blindnefs is, pro- 
bably, to try my patience^ of which I feem, at times, 
to have a reducing ftock ; but am iecredy fupported, 
in knowing Him in whom I have, through holy help, 
believed. We have great caufe to be humbly thank* 
ful for that portion of fure dire^on and ability, 
which, for our inftrudion as well as comfort, hath 
been- revealed in the midft of our weaknefs, and be- 
come as a table in the wildernefs, fiirniihed with food 
wifely adapted to the neceffities of Mreary and hungry 
travellers. It feems very Angular, when I recoiled 
myfelf, that we are keeping houfe in Pruffia, and 
confiderably, united to fome of its inhabitants, who 
were lately entire ftrangers ; and^ in degree, feel a$ 
if we were at home, though fo far from that which 
is called home. It is a little like being in a new 
world, yet fo near the old one, as to be diftinguifhed 
fpj: fimilar evils, and that fa(hion which pafleth away, 
when truth, which is ftrongeft of ail, takes its pof« 
jfefilons^ It is very pleaiknt in thefe journeys to 
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feel this fentiment lively upon our fpiritS) ^ the earth 
is the Lord's," &c. 

We went from Buer to Ofnabruck the 26th of the 
8th month, i^erc we fpent feveral days under con« 
fiderable exercife of mind; and not finding that our 
viilt was likely to be attended with any ufe, and being 
alfo &tigued various ways, we were fo difcouraged^ 
that we were about concluding to leave the town next 
day, though we thought the vtzy to it had opened as 
clearly as to moft places we had been at; but on 
feeling further about it, we thought it iafeft to try a 
little longer, and not move in the dark. Our fltuation 
was unfavourable, being at a Roman Catholick I^a 
where the Protefiants are afraid to come, and our 
friend and interpreter having no acquaintance in the 
place. Thus we continued till 7th day evening, with- 
out any thing iatisfaffcory occurring, except giving » 
few fummaries * to fome ihopkeepers on whom wr 
had called, and having the company of a 3roung wo-* 
man who had enquired concerning us, and difcovered 
a ferious defire to be with us, and to have fbme of 
our books : ihe appeared to us to be pofTefled of 
much fweetnefs, and valuable fenlibility. On fe« 
Tenth day evening, our men called upon the mer- 
chant, on whom they had a letter of credit^ who 
fpeaks Englifh well, behaved with great kindnefs, and 
foon apprehending their errand, (having fome know- 
ledge of the fociety in England) went with them ta 

• Thefe were books coatainiag a fmunary account ol 
tor principle • 
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an overieer of part of his bufinefs, who was a reli- 
gious man, and difcontented with the ceremonious 
part of the world's worfhip. They found this perfon 
a little fhy at firft, but he foon opened to them with 
fimplicity, and difcOvered himfelf to be a man who 
was awakened to a profitable (enfe of his own ftate> 
and to a fincere defire to be led by Divine coun- 
fel, to greater acceptance than the (hadows of things 
could yield him. He came with them to the inn, 
and we fpent the evening agreeably together. He 
told us of a few more in the town, of his fentimentS) 
who met together every firft day evening, to read, 
&c. and on being a(ked, if they would be willing to 
fit with US after our manner, he exprcfTed his own 
inclination fo to do; and after enquiring of others^ 
told us next morning, that it was agreeable to them 
all. In the morning, we were furprised and com* 
forted with the fight of a very folid, feeling young 
woman from Buer, in the capacity of a fervant, who 
* had walked fifteen miles to meet us, in confequence 
of a fecret draft in her own mind, without having 
any reafon to expe£l, from what had paiTed, that we 
Ihbuld be at Ofnabruck fo long. After getting her 
fome refre(hment, we fix fat down together, and had 
a ftrengthening opportunity, wherein dear George 
Dillwyn miniftered to us. At four in the after* 
noon, we had a meeting with about eight more» 
amongft whom was an officer, who behaved folidly. 
It was a time of favour, and I believe deep iiiftruc* 
tion to fome there, who had not before feen the ne^ 
€f ££ty of ceafing from their own works^ and depetict* 
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Ixig only upon the renewal of divine life in the foul9 
for qualifications rightly to worfliip. After meet« 
ing, we paid a vifit to one of their friends who wa» 
fick, with whom we were led into fympathy and 
filence, and to whom we imparted fuch cbunfel a9 
truth unfolded at .that time. Thefe were relieving^ 
circumftances to us, and fet us at liberty, comfortably 
to depart on iecond day morning for Hertford of 
Herwerden. 

We therefore fet off with the profpedl of a pretty 
ealy day's journey, but found the road very rough,, 
and in many places dangerous,^ and more of it thai> 
we expeded; fo that we were grievoufly jolted, and) 
out till near ten at nighty very contrary to* our in-- 
clination; for we tried much to get lodgings in a^ 
town a few miles off, but the people would not take- 
us in. We appear very ftrange to many here, but 
fo different to a few who are acquainted with the-- 
truth, that the: diftindion of countries feems almoft 
loft, and proves the cementing virtue of religion^ 
At Hertford we were vifited by two religious roen^ 
who come under the defcription of thofe called^ 
friends in thefe parts; and they were encouraged to* 
faithfulnefs. Our meii alfo vifited a lawyer, who" 
being difcontented with the ufual. ceremonies of re- 
ligion, &c. keeps much to himfelf. Next morning,* 
as we were at breakfaft, purpofing to depart, there- 
Came two men from different parts, who had walked 
many miles through the rain to meet ,u». One of 
thefe men, fome time ago,.refufed to be married by 
the Prieft, in which, and in other things^ he bore i^ 
L4* 
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fteady teftimony, under perfecution, againft an hire- 
ling miniftry. The opennefs, kindnefsy and folidity 
•f his manners, and countenance, were pleafant to 
vs ; and being evidently acquaintefl with fUent waltz- 
ing, we bad a folemn inftmdive opportunity to- 
gether. 

From Hertford we proceeded to Bilefeld, a town 
where, and in its neighbourhood, there are many 
leligious people, and particularly agreeable ais to the 
outward > but it was a vifit attended with as deep 
baptifm, and continual travml of fpirit, as we have 
experienced in any place that we have been in ; 
which, with the providential openings, and ftrength 
to yiiit the precious feed in the needful time, tended 
to convince us, that we were in the way of our duty; 
a moft cheering evidence, in this dreary wildernefs^ 
and a full reward forall our little toils. 

At Bilefeld there are fome who live feparate from 
all publick profeffion, who under an apprehenfion of 
. being turned out of the way, were afraid, for a 
While, to give us any of their company : but being 
alfo afraid to let the opportunity flip, we were invited 
to one of their houfes, to confer with feveral of 
them on fuch fubjeds as might occur, in order to 
know a little of each other. Both fides were fome^ 
what furprized to find fo much fimilarity of fenti* 
ment, refpe£ling the ground and teftimonies of truth* 
They told us, that if there were a people there, who 
ceafed from all forms or aftivity erf* their own, and 
fat down in fimple dependahce upon the operation 
ef the heavenly gifi^ they would embrace them witli 
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Brotherly affedion, and itjiMce to unite with tfaen^ 

hereia; but they were loath to believe, that they^ 

two or thrive might be required to bear fucfa a pub. 

lick teftiiitony; nor were they willing to unite with 

us in fo doing) for fear of the people whofe eyes are 

much Upon thenir They are people <^ confiderable 

account, and are very fearful of drawing the lower 

-clals of their neighbours to themfelves; and being of 

Nicodenms's dais, like better to obtain and enjoy 

dieir religious knowledge in private. We had, 

neverdielefs, feveral opportunities of folid conference 

together, which were attended with great unanimity 

and cordially; the laft of which was particularly 

owned with the circulation of divine virtue, and 

with ftrength fuUy ta relieve our minds towards 

thenu. 

We were very kindly invited to die houfe of a- 

merchant,, who appears tp be a very fincere man% 

We paid him and his daughter a morning vifit;. 

but they were not content with that, and therefore 

I prefled us to fpend firft day evening with them. 

In the morning of that day, we (at together in the* 

inn, whene we had the company of an honefl man^. 

who came en foot fixteen miles ta he at meeting 

with us, and alio of four others,, of the town. Ini 

the afternoon, as J. B. was taking a firfitary walk; 

I he was met by a ferious man,, who defured his com- 

■ pany to a. houfe a. little way out of the town ;. he 

! complied with, his invitotion, and when they, got 

there, they found fourteen people met together, for 

the fake of religious improvement, who foon mad^' 
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Aeiir requeff that we would all go and fit wiA Aenu 
t was laid down, in a tried fituation of mind, when 
J. B. brought the invitation, which had in it fo muck 
of the right fiivour, that we embraced it, and imme» 
4iately fet off, having above an Engliih mile to walk^ 
By the time we got there>, they were about twenty il^ 
number*. We- (bon. fettled down inH>a filence truljp 
Iblemn, which lafted a confiderable time without 
interruptiont of any kind; and wheadxe channel of 
inftrumental miniftry evened, the precious life mer^ 
oifuUy continued^ and our parting, was under it^ 
tendering impreffions* This circumftancej. of drop^ 
ping in widi a people of whom we had had no in<» 
telligence,,and with whom we contracted no further 
acquaintance, with the fenfible fdeting of divine 
care over thofe who aie as fheep* having no fhepherd^ 
affords altogether a fweet and pleafant reflection ^ 
accompanied by this encouraging truth, that ^< the 
** Lord can make a^vray, where there feems to be nri 
^ way I'* O that He may gracioufly continue thua* 
to favour us 1' 

After this opportunity, we went to Ae afore*^ 
mentioned meichant's, and were tiseated^with genuine 
hofpitality*. After fupper, there came in eight or ten» 
perfons with the expe<Sbtion of a meeting, in whicil^ 
they were not ditappointed ;: and I hope it was edify^ 
ing to them, George Dillwyn having fuitaUe and' 
Kvely matter to communLq^te^ We had alfo a reli-^ 
gious fitting with' a family from Elberfelt, a lively/ 
i^irited couple, and another perfon with them. After 
Ending five days hei^ and bearing the croia. as- 
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fiuthfully, perhaps, as in fome places where a more 
ppen door was miniftered, we departed in muoh 
peace, and under the belief, that the power of truth 
is making its own way in that neighbourhood. In 
our way from Bilefeld, . we flopped at a large village 
called Guterfloh, where there are numy well-dif« 
pofed people. We ftaid one day there, and fat with 
% few people who met us at one of their houfesf. 
after which, and drftributing a few books to others in < 
the town, . we went forward to Munfter. 

We are often very weary, and the accommodations 
we meet vath but indifferent, compared with thofe of 
England : the roads are aUb bad where we have already. . 
been,. which,, with the conftruAion of the carriages,, 
occafion us fometimes to be grievoufly jolted ; and<» 
yet we have no caufe to complain, having our con* 
folations ^ well as toils ; as it feldom happens that: 
Zion's travellers are qualified to (alute each otherr> 
even in a thorny difficult . way, but the immortal^ 
birth, in (bme degree, leaps for joy* This expe«- 
rience, with ihe belief that the Lord is at work int 
the kingdoms of men, and even gracioully rewarding; 
fiich feeble endeavours as ours,. with the morfel of 
'the bread that the world knows not of, renders any 
little fervices of ours as ob]e£b unworthy. the notice* 
of. ouriStlves, or our friends. 

From Munfter we went to Crevelt^ We feundi 
•ur difcouragements oi\ entering it^, being refuiedi 
admiffion at one inn we went to, and at the next,^ ' 
we had fuch a crowd gathered about us, with fucb* 
ftouting^s and rudene(s, as greatly frighted ouiphorfef^> 
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after we were out of the carrkge^ and our driver 
bad alighted, fo that they ran away, and he foUow*- 
ingy and taking hold of a chain behind, was thrown^ 
down, and his head^ to appearance^ much hurtagainft 
die wheels Some of our fedings were low enough, 
on this occafion* But through the continued kind^ 
Hels of providence, our man foon recovered, being 
able to move about next day $ and the people of die. 
boufe conceived fuch an afit^onate refpeft for us» 
and treated us with fuch true civility, as made ouc 
fituation (o far^ comfortable*. We alfogradually made 
fb much acquaintance^ as afforded a degree of hope 
diat our going to Crevelt was right,, and diat our 
Ibcret and knowaexercifes there, will not be in vain» 
About the time of our concluding to come 'away^r 
eur company began to be more, fought $ which 
opened the way for the difpoial of ibme of our bpoks^. 
and I feel a feccet hope that they will be bleffed to 
fome there. We came to Duileldorf where we flaid 
one day, and had the enjoyment of M*. Wetterboar't 
company. He leems aged, but is alive' ia the truth. 

We proceeded to Mulheim, where we arrived the 
23d of the 9th month.. It is a town about two^ 
miles from Cologne,, like a Gofhen oa the confines 
of Egypt, where, many awakened^ and fome tniljt 
feligious people refide*. We commenced an aCf* 
quabtance with a few, who have got a clear in* 
fighyfrom the work of trudi ia tbemfelves^ into 
die gofpel difpenfation,..and the ipirituality of~^ the 
Chriftian religion $ concerning thefe we have ea* 
coura^ng proipe&f yet not without a mixtmn^ 
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knowing fomediing of Satan's devices. They received 
lis in the name oC difciples. We had divers religious 
cpportunities with them, and parted, under the prc« 
cious ienie of divine love and life. At Elberfeldt w« 
paid a vifit to a merchant's wife, a woman of amiable 
chara<^r, who through religious concern^ has got 
into a delpairing condition. It was attended witii 
gr«it (atis£i£tion to ourfelves^, from the fweetnefi 
which attended our /own. minds in her company, and 
in that of her hulband's, who ibems bending under 
the affii^on, and likely to profit by it.. She often 
exprefled an eameft wiih, Ihat Ihe had ieen us at a 
time when, fuch a' vifit might have been blefled to 
ber;. but iaid, that now it wa& too late for any thing 
that was good to be offered to her. This was> jiow- 
ever, very far firom our fenieu. 

Now, through the renewal of unutterablie mercy^ 
and never failing help, my foul acknowledges a re- 
lief and anfwer of peace (as £u: as relates to this 
fervice) which I am fure my little endeavours, and 
compelled dedication are unworthy of^. We have 
bad many difcouragements fince we came to the con* 
tincnt, and many baptiims into death: we have.alfo 
partaken largely of providential care, and been fa« 
vouredy from time to time, when> refignatioa was 
attaliied to^ with that diredioa whofe eiFe£ls have 
oiien proved its re^tude,. and ftrengthened our faith ; 
and my foul> at times, has been put into the capacity 
of lying down, as befide the ftill waters. Some of 
the laft openings,, . or (enfe of duty, have been the moft 
Hying and in the crofsi but being^ yielded to^ and 
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die work performed^ a comfortaUe retreat hiath been * 
dearly and fweetly founded' from 'Ais large field of 
arduous labour;. and at a.timej^when anopenneft' 
amongft the people was manifeftly encreafing. This- 
I> efteem an inexpreffible favour^ and iuch a one 
as they only can be fenfible of, who have gone under 
die weight of fimilar mountains, and been involved' 
in the fear -of being mifled.^ it 

At Mulheim, (he drew up a letter to Leopold! 
die Second, King of Hungary,. &c. fince Emperor 
of Germany, in^which her companions united. For 
fome time, before her arrival at this place^ her mind 
had been very.wcightily excrcifed with the important 
fttbjefts expreflfed in.thi^ letter^anfomuch that, at: 
one period,,ihe was under > an apprehenfion that it: 
would be required of her to go in perfon, and relieve 
her mind to. the king* But from this very, trying: 
fervice, . (he felt herfelf comfortably releafed, and the 
mode of addreffing.him by letter, was fatisia£loriI]r 
fobitituted.. The addre(s was intrufted to the care 
•of a reputable merchant of Cologne, who engaged 
to forward it. without delay. The following is a.. 
copyofit*. 

. To Lb opold * the Second,' King of: Hungary^ . 
Bohemia,. &c. &c.. 
Amongft : the numerous congratulations awaiting 
Ay acceffion to the imperial crown, accept, O 
King! cur Chriftian good wi&es and folicitude for 
diyprefent and eternal well-being. We are con- 
fcious that we have no claim to the liberty of ad* 
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drtffing thee^ but from, a belief tfaat^ the Lord Al* 
mighty^ who ruleth in the kingdoms^* aS men, and 
giveth them to whomfoevser he. will,, hath inclined 
us to leave our habitations to vifit fome parts of ~ 
this coun^, and now engages us> in go(pel love, to 
cxprefs our feeretand united pfayer,.that thou mayft 
be an inftrument in his holy hand, for the advance*- 
ment cf that glorious day, fpoken of by die pro* 
phet, << when fwords Ihall be beaten into plough 
(hares, and (pears into pruning hooks, when nation ^ 
tbail not lift up fword againft nation, neither (hall! 
ttey learn war any more.*^" 

The great defign of our unirerfal Parent, in fcndi 
ing his beloved' Son. a light into the world, is for 
his own glory int thefalvatioa. of mankind; and for 
this gracious end, he hath given to all men a mea** 
fure of his own eternal fptrit* Toco-operate with: 
Him herein, dignifies human nature, and is particu- 
larly deferving the moft fcrupulous attention of 
princes. The fmalleft revelation of this heavenly, 
gift in die believing foul,. having a degree of omni*^ 
potence in it,^brings into fubje£tion the natural will 
and wifdom of man, and difcovers to us the noble 
purpofes of our creation; it diffiifes that true bene** 
volence which charaAerizes genuine Chriftianity, 
and renders dear to a prince, the happinefs of all^ 
even the meaneft of his fubjeds ; imprinting upon 
bis mind the fuperior value of an immortal foul, to 
all worldly acquifltions^ Through the negle£l cf a 
principle fo pure and important^ how hath the ra- 
tional part of. God's creation been facrificed to th« 
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irregular paffioiu cf foveretgns; and man^ uftpre*-^ 
pared fouls precipitated into an awful futurity ! That 
the gofpel difpenfiition is intended to remedy thefe* 
cvilsy and pf omote the government of the Prince of 
Peace i that the Gentiles are to come to its light^. 
and kings to the brightnefs of its arifing, are trudis 
to ndiich the facred records abundantly teflify. * 

May this be thy happy experience,. O king! that 
fo the power thoa art pitovidentialiy intrufted* with^ 
being fubfervient to divine wifdom, tl^ example may 
influence the minds of other princes, who aUb be- 
holding its excellency, may unite in encouraging: 
their fubjeds- to decline,, in mutual charity and for* 
bearance,. whatever is contrary to the purity and; 
fimplicity of the religion of Jefus*. And mzyii thou. 
be enriched with all fpiritual bleffings; that thefe. 
added to thy temporal ones, may not only perfect 
thy happinefs,, but perpetuate it beyond the narrow^ 
limits of time,, and qua/ify thee, acceptably^ to caffe 
down thy crown at the feet of Him who is King of 
kings, and Lord of lords,^who lives and reigns for 
ever and ever.. 
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A Ihort time before her return homey on a renew 
ef iinne parts of this journey, flie wrote as fellows: 

Inmany ^aces, we found a people ¥rfao were dil^ 
contented and weary with die mere {uroleffion of 
Chiiftianity, and the deadneis of thofe forms and 
ieremonies with winch it is encumbered i and who 
were convinced of the fufficiency of the heavenly 
principle« Thefe» having been mercifolly vifited 
with a lively fenfe of the fpirituality of true religion^ 
received us in the name o( difciples, and rgotced in 
being direded to the Chriftian's reft. This tru^ 
fiibbatb, was, however, imperfeSly underftood by 
many of them, for want of ceafing. When diey met 
together in little companies, from all aAivity of their 
own, and depending fingly on the quickening vir- 
tue of truth, to qualify them for, and lead them in- 
to, fuch fervices as are moft acceptable,. and moft 
^ confiftent with the duty of true, fpiritual believers* 
S<Mne of tfaefe people appeared to be fo near this 
£;reat pointy as foon to difcover and acknowledge 
its but their increafing teftimony thereto, will, if' 
rightly borne, prove the clofeft trial which they 
have yet met with. We are indeed convinced, be* 
yond all fhadow of doubt, that there is a choice heri-i 
tage in Germany, and in other parts of the Conti- 
nent, who are gradually retiring to the true (beep- 
fold} but, at prefent, they are, like the difciplei^ 
fecreted in an inner chamber for fear of the Jewi*. 
Our vifit to this people, though attended widi a 
degree of fu&ring, hath been produdive of folid 
fieace. 
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Her mind being thus comfortably releafed from 
this field of labour, (he proceeded from Mulheim to 
Cleves, and from thence, through Flanders, to Dun* 
kirk, and arrived at London the 27th of loth months 
1790 ; and feeh'ng a defire to vifit her relations at 
York, &c. before her return home, flie went pretty 
diredly for that city; where fhe ftaid a few days, 
very much to the comfort and £ttisfa£Hon of her 
relatives and friends there. At this time, fhe la« 
boured under evident indifpofition of body; but the 
fweetnefs of her fpirit, and the cheering eiFeds of 
meeting again her beloved connexions, with the 
profpe£l of foon returning to thofe at Clonmel, 
fupported her in a great meafure above it, and 
encouraged her to fet forward and proceed towards 
home ; which Ihe did byway of Ackworth, Sheffield^ 
Manchefler, &c. At thefe places, flie was again 
refrefhed by the company of divers near and dear 
friends: it appeared, indeed, by thus encompaffing, 
in this ihort vifit, fo many of her beloved connexions, 
that, as the time of her fojourning here'was foon to 
clofe, (be was enabled and permitted to wind up 
the labours of her day, with the mutual confolation 
of feeing again many of thofe with whom fhe was 
clofely united, and bidding them a final farewell in* 
mutability. At Ackworth, fhe fpent the night with 
a near and beloved relative, to whom, in much 
brokennefs pf fpirit, fhe thus expreffed herfelf : Oh ! 
my dear, I think fometimes that I fhall foon be 
gone ; it feems, as if my day's work was nearly^ 
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donCj and on loddng towards homci as if I might 
not be long there,'* 

She reached Dublin in time for the half year's 
meeting, and in the feled meeting there, gave an 
account of her late journey, with great meeknefs.and 
humility of ipirit ; afcribing nothing to the creature, 
but rendering to the Lord the praife of His own 
works. From hence, (he proceeded diredly for 
Clonmel, (having account of the fmall pox being in 
die family) where fhe viras favoured to arrive the latb 
of the nth month, .much relieved from a feverc 
cough which had lately attended her, though greatly 
cxhaufted in her flrength and ipirits. 

On her way from Dublin, ihe wrote thus to a 
friend : 

^ To be ftren^ened rightly to fill. up our ap* 
pointed meafure of fufferings for tixe body's (ake, 
whether at home or abroad, is a mark of divine 
&vour, and will be fucceeded by undefiled refl.— • 
I am now returning home, under a grateful fenfe 
of Providential care, and in peaceful poverty of 
fpirit." 

The following is extraded from a letter which (he 
wrote at Clonmel, a few days after her return : 

^ I can now once more ialute you from home, in 
renewed and endeared affedion, and gratefully ac« 
knowledge the multiplied prefervations of our never* 
failing Helper, in thus far bringing through a variety 
<^ exercifes, from which the natural mind cs^nnot 
relieve itfelf. I refle^ with folid iatis&^o% upon 
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my viCt to York, &c. and am glad I paid ity though 
I feci myfelf a. poor worn out creature." 

The 24th of the iith month (he fet ofF from 
Clonmel to attend their quarterly meeting at Cork $ 
previous to which ihe wrote the following letter to a 
friend: 

^< My prefent affliction hath gained great afcen* 
dency ever my mind, fo that I ieem faft lofing my 
hold and fenfe of Him that is invifible ; and remem* 
bering fome paft exercife^ when I was in danger of 
lofing the beft life, I am ready to iay, with mournful 
Jeremiah, <^ Caufe me not to return to Jonathan's 
^ houfe, left I die there." I know that nothing 
hath yet occurred, which needs to featter a well 
regulated mind from the iburce of goodi but I am 
left to fuch a fenfe of my own wretchedneis, that 
•la^n the gra&hopper, or things comparable to it, ar» 
became a bui^n. To attend a «(uaiterly meetii^ 
under Ciich imprefions, is a proiped which I need not 
defcribe ; but I fear to make a prey of thy fympa* 
tfaetick mind. May I be preferved from a nuumuring 
diipofition, by which the Holy Spirit is grieved I ^ 

At the quarterly meetings (he delivered an humble 
account of her late miffion^ appeared in divers 
ficceptable teftimonies, and at die. dofe of the meet* 
ing was taken iU« This laft conflift of naturey 
liriiich was a^t times very fevere,. continued about ten 
days, when it pleafed infinite wifdom ta remove her 
from the toils and trouUes of mortality,, to a manfion 
of everlafting reft, on the 8th of ^e 12th month,. 
1790 i and on the I2th| her remains were attended 



SARAH GRUBB* 237 

to tke burying-ground, by many friends. It was a 
folenin^ memorable time; and living teftimonies 
were there borne to the fufficieocy of that power^ 
(which had fo eminently qualified her for his fer« 
vice,) to raife up and abilitate others to follow her 
footfteps* 

During her illnefs, which was at die houfe of her 
beloved friends Samuel and Sarah Neale, (he dropped 
a few expreffionS) worthy of prefervation^ which have 
been colleded, and are as follow : In a mel&ge to a 
young woman^ who prefided in the fchool at Cloa* 
mel) ihe faid ; << Salute her very affe£tionately. I 
^ defire the fympathy of her fpirit, and that ihe may 
^ be endued with additional qwdificatipns to bear her 
^ << own, and our joint trials» under theie complicated 
<< circumftances. Tell her, I have been much 
^ favoured with quietnefs of mind from the firft^ 
^< though a ftranger to how the preient afflidions or 
<< trials may terminate; but the grain of faith and 
^* hope which is mercifully vouchiafed, I efteempre* 
«( ferable to all knowledge.'' She further faid; 
^ give my dear love to all our young women; I 
^ hope that each will be preferved in their refpec- 
<* tive lines of duty. I know their tendemefs for 
^ me, but would be forry they fhould let down their 
" fpirits too low; for I believe that truth would 
^ rather increafe, than leflen our flrength, atfuch 
<* times as thefe. The children are all affefiionatdy 
<< remembered by me: I hope they will each en- 
^ deavour to lighten the general burden, by their 
^ fobriety, and doing that which they know to be 
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^ ri^t« I am trying to get my mind to a fettle* 
<^ ment» that all things work together for good; 
« but it is hard to get at it." She feveral times 
fiud : ^ I muft go. You muft let me go/' And 
nearly the laft words (he fpoke were, (repeating 
that paflage <^ fcripture) ^ my peace I give unto 
« you." 

Four days before her deceafe, £he didated the fol- 
.lowing weighty, inftrudive letter, to her particular 
friend Richard Shackleton. 

« Thy (alutation met me, though apparently out 
^ of courfe, in the right time; being under im- 
^ preiSons, which make time and circumftances of 
^ little account, compared with the unlimited con- 
<< iblations of the Spirit, or a preparation to receive 
^ theoi at the Divine Hand^ My foul, though en* 
<< compafied with the manifold infirmities of a very 
^ affliAed tabernacle, can feelingly worihip, and re* 
^ joice in nothing more than this, that the Lamb 
^ immaculate is ftill redeeming, by his precious 
^ blood, out of every nation, kindred, tongue, and 
^ people; and making a glorious addition to the 
^ church triumphant, whofe names will ftand eter* 
«< nally recorded in the book of life. I exprefs not 
^ ihefc things from a redundancy ot heavenly vir- 
^ tue, but from the foul fuftaining evidence, that^ 
^ amidft all our weaknefs and confli&s of fle(h or 
*y fpirit, an intereft is mercifully granted in Him, 
<< who giveth yi&orf ovcr.death« hell, and the 
** grave%" 
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Thus hath die fetting fun of this humble follower 
of the Lamb, gone down in brtghtnefs ; and though 
fhe hath been called away as in younger life, (being 
only in the 35th year of her age) yet her day's 
work appears to have been complete, and, with 
refpeSt to herfelf, every meafure worth living for» 
filled up. ^ Honourable age is not that which 
ftandeth in length of time, or that which is mea* 
(bred by number of years ; but wifdom is the 
grey hair to man, and an unfpotted life is old age/* 
May we who remain behind, whilft we deplore the 
church's lofs in the removal of fo ufeful and dig* 
nified a fervant, be encouraged to imitate her ex« 
ample, ^d to fuirender ourfelves in £uthfulnefs and 
dedication to all the Lord's requirings : that fo^ 
when the refidue of our days is accomplifhed, we 
alfo may be favoured to receive that blefTed declara* 
tion; <* well done, good and faithful fervant, en* 
$er thou into the joy of thy Lord,, and into thy 
mailer's reft," 
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A TeJIttnony from our Monthly Meeting for the Counfj 
efTifper^y^ concerning Sarah Grubby deceafed. 

Oitr mitiAt beings deeply affedied by the recent 
great lofs which the church hath fuftaiined, in the 
removal of our beloved friend, Sarah Grubs, 
daughter of bur friends William Tuke and his late 
wife Elizabeth, of York, we feel' it intumbeht 6n 
us to give forth a teftimony concerning her; for as 
the memory of the juft is blefled, fo the remembrance 
6f this dijgnified and eminently ufefrd member in the 
church militant, is precious to nlany ; to whom ihe 
was a nurfing mbdier, railed up, by a thorough ful)- 
miffion to the operation of the divine hand, to .tNe 
fiature of an elder in the truth, though as to years9 
ihe had fcarcely attained the itoeridhui of life. 

She was a woman of extfaordinarjr natural abili* 
ties, ftrength of judgment, andcleamefs of diicern- 
ment; and being favoured mth the vifitation of 
heavenly love in the morning of her day, and fub* 
mitting to be brought into thi^ paffive nothingnefs, 
wherein the veflels in the Lord's houfe are formed 
and fitted for ufefulnefs, ihe witnefled an early 
preparation for fervice, coming forth in publick 
miniftry about the 2^i year of her age. After 
exercifing fome years the precious gift committied to 
her, to the confolation of many, fhe joined in mar« 
riage with our friend Robert Grubb, and very fooo 
after manifefted the fruit of entire dedication, by 
yifiting the meetings of friends in Scodand, where 



SARAH GRUB B. I4t 

her fervice was truly acceptable^ and continued in 
fuch a line of dtvotedncfs, that in the courfe of about 
live ^ars fhe vifited moft, or all die meetings in 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

About three years fince, Ihe removed widi her 
hu&and to refide within the compafs of this monthly 
meeStags vfiierein flic ^fras deeply exe^cifed in Ipirit^ 
/or die arifiag and Spreading of Kfe, and frequently 
4ftd earneftly engaging in exciting her brethren and 
iifters to diligent labour after it. In miniftry) ike 
was found axid edifying, not only like the fcribe in- 
ftruded to the kingdom, briaging forth out of her 
^eafure ^ings new and oId> but qualified by pure 
wifdom, to bring them fordi in tkf demonftration of 
the fpirit and with power, in the ati^ority and be*> 
coming gravity of the goTpe), being in her delivery 
an example ^o all concerned in bearing a publicfc 
teftimony for the Lord*« cauCe. The-Tiew of com- 
ing to {qv&c in this nation, was accompanied with a 
fenfe of divine requirii^ to eftablifli a fchool, for the 
education of the daughters of friends in ufeful lcam« 
ing, fimplictty^ and 'that unaflFe^d piety into which 
truth leads its iblkwers ; which (he was enabled to 
accompliflH we tmft, to die lafting advantage of tfome 
of the rifing generation. 

Soon after her coming to refide amongft us, flie, 
in confequence of a concern which had for a -cot^ 
ftderabie time refted on her mind, engaged in a re*. 
Ugiotts vifit to HoUand, ibme parts of Germany, and 
the fouth of France i in which fhe was joined by 
<feveral friends, and wherein flie was eminently gifted 
M 
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for the fervice to idiich ihe was called; her miniftry, 
jprivate admonitioiiS) and exempiaiy deportment, 
jreaching the witnefs in many minds; To that her 
fervent labour, and the fweet fiivour of her exercifed 
fpirit, we 'believe is ftill felt, and will be long pro^ 
iitably remembered in thofe ports. After h^r reCum, 
ihe paid an sttxeptable vifit to feveral parts . of this 
f)rovince, and had meetings wher« none of our 
fociety dwelt, much tending to fpread the knowledge 
of the truth. 

And laftly, under Ac prevalence of goipel love, 
jnd earneft folicitude that the fheep not yet <^ this 
fold might be gathered to the teachings of the great 
Shepherd, (he again left her own habitation, and 
engaged, with fome of her former companions, in a 
4rery arduous and exercifing vifit^ to Dunkirk, HoU 
land, and fome of the nordiera parts of Germany ; 
fwherein, we have reafim to believe, ihe had eminent 
fervice, to the confirming ofmany vifited minds in 
the £uth, and promoting the blefied caufe of truth 
and righteoufnefs ; in which glorious work, her in- 
trepid fpirit (hru/ik not from fuffering : die extend- 
ing of the government of her dear Lord and Mafter 
in the hearts of the children of men, and the promo- 
tion and iacreafe of His fpiritual kingdom over fea 
and land, being nearer to her than her natural life, or 
;any other confideration, ihe was .brought to a willing* 
;iefs to be fpent therein. 

In her return, ihe attended our national meetiqgp 
^nd in the meeting of minifters and dders, giving an 
j^ccount of tier late journey, uncter the influence of 
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that humilitjr which was fo con^icuoufly the covering 
bf her fpirit) Ihe afcribed all to Him, whom fh^ knew 
fa be the Author of every good work, in thefe expref- 
fions : " We have done but little, but the Lord is 
<* doing tfiuthj" concluding with, « Return unto 
^' thy reft, O my foul ! tor the Lord hath dealt 
*^ bountifully with dice ;** as though prophedck of 
that everlafting reft, into which flie wasfo near being 
^adiered : f6r her bodily ftrength being confiderably 
impaired, by almoft Conftant exercife and fatigue, it 
|>roved unequal to' the force of a -diftempei* which 
foon after feized her frame, and, by a ra|Hd progrefs, 
terminated thctfe affliftions of wKich (he had fo large- 
ly filled up her meafure, for the l}ody*s lake, which 
is the church. 

She attended our quarterly meeting at Cork, re- 
turned a lively account of her journey, and was ac- 
•ceptably exercifed in the meetings there ; after which, 
ihe was -confined by ficknefs at the houfe of our dear 
friend Samuel Neale,*tiear that city, where, amooigft 
other weighty expreffions, flic uttered the follow- 
ing 5 ** I have been much favoured with quietiieft 
^ of mind from the firft, though a ftranger to how 
> " the prefent' afBiftions or trials may terminate^ 
^* but the grain of faith and hope which is m^cifully 
** vouchlafed, Icfteem preferable to allinowledge.'*' 
In a letter which fhe di<Slated to a near friend four 
days before her deceaCq, fhe feid;* ^* My foulj though 
** ericompalTed with die manifold infirmities of a very 
** afHifted tabernacle, can feelingly worfhip and re- 
^'joice 'in 4iothing^ more than Ihis^ <hat -the Lamtf 
Ma 
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*^ immaculate is ftill redeeming, by his precious 
^^ blood, out of every nation, kindred, tongue and. 
«^ people; and making a glorious addition to tha 
^* church triumphant^ whofe names will ftand eter« 
^ nally recorded in the book of lifis. I eacpreft not 
*^ thefe things from a redundancy of heavenly vir* 
'< tue, but from the fouUfuftaining evidence, that, 
^^ amidft all ouj- weaknefr and confltds of flefli and 
'^'fpirit, an intereft is mercifully granted in Htm, 
^^ who giveth vidory over death, hdl, and the grave/^ 
Which, with other corroborating circumftances, 
clearly evinced where her hope and dependance 
were, and that her refined fpirit was prepared for its 
glorious manfion, into which we have no doubt it 
was admitted* She depicted this life the 8th of 1 2th 
month, 1790 ; and after a folemn meeting being 
previoufly held at the meeting houfe, vriierein, and 
at the grave-yard, fevecal living teftimoiues were 
borne, her body was interred in friends burying 
ground, in Cork, the 1 2th of the fame; aged about 
3+ years. 

Her conytrfation was innocently cheerful, which 
endeared her to the youth of both fexes, and gave her 
much place and influence with them* To her be- 
loved huftand, (he was a truly affectionate, wife ; to 
ber friends, a near fympathizer in affliction ; and be- 
ing clothed with that charity which feeketh nothet 
own, and br eatheth peace and g6od-wiIl to all, was 
ready Co reach forth the hand of help; fo that the 
whole of her conduA was an uniform confiftency 
with ber holy profeffion, and the purity of thofe doc** 
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trincs which flic fiiriely bclievecf and was engaged fo 
extenfively to publifli. May flic, beii^ dead, yet 
fyitak with a prevailing language Co us all who are 
left behind ; «< Follow me as I followed Ghriil^*' that 
{6 we may die the death of the righteoniy and our 
latter end be like theirs* 

Given forth at a monthly meeting for the countjr 
of Tfpperary, held at Clonmel by adjournment^ the 
13th day of the ad month, 1791^ 

Signed in and on behalf thereof, 

By many- Friends. 

The anneaced teftimony concerning our beloved. 
friend, Sarah Grubby has been read in our quarter!/ 
men's and women's meeting for Munfter Province,. 
hdd in. Cork the aift c^ the ad month, 1 791,. with 
ii4iich wr have near unity; 
Signed on behalf of our menu's meeting by^ 

Richard Abbl, Clerk. 
And on behalf c^ our women's meeting by 

Maroarkt G&UBB^ Clerk. 

Read) and approved, in our half year's meeting (op 
briand) hdid in Dublint from the xft of the 5th^ 
mofitby 1 791, to the jftK of the (amc inclufive, and: 
m bdialf thereof figned by 
r. JoQic DAr9$i Clerk to the meeting this time. 



Mi 



246 TiiK LIFE OF 



J Teftitmnj of Tork ^arterly Meeting concerning 
Sarah Grubby late Wife of our Friend Robert 
Grubby of Clonmely in Ireland* 

This our valuable friend, having been a member 
of this meeting until within the four laft years of 
her life> and the remembrance of her being precious 
to many of us, we feel our minds engaged to unite in . 
n, fhort teftxmony concerning her, wkb defires diat 
many, ftovn ber pious and excellent example, may be 
flirred up, actording to their different mealitres, «o 
follow her, as flie followed Chrift. 

She was born in the city of York, in the year 
2.756, and was favoured with a guarded and religi- 
ous education; vihich, With the divine bleffing upon 
it, preferved her from many dangers and follies to 
which youth are often expofed, and prtfpar.^ her 
heart for that open receptsog^ 6f the -trulb, "andrn* . 
tire furrender to its didaCes^ ivhich i^nucrktbly ^S^* 
tinguifbed her through the more advanced popiibd^ 
of life. But though fiie was eiirly Under the vifita- 
tions of divine love, yet being of a quick and lively 
difpofitipn, joined to great natural abilities, fhe found 
it hard wdrk to fubmit to the lowlinefs and fimplici* 
ty of the crofs of Chrift j/ and endured many fore 
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conl{i£& before ihe furrendered her will to the ^o**- 
Temment of the Prince of Peace. 

Whilft under the Lord's preparing hand for the 
work of the miniflry, (he experienced many deep^ 
Baptifms of fpirit; but He who knew her fincerity, 
and earneft deiires for his Holy help :uid diredlion^ 
gracioufly fuftained her in this proving feafon, and 
in due time brought forth living oiFerings, to His^ 
own praife, and the comfort of many minds.- In thr 
exercife of her miniftryy fbe was careAil not to move 
in her own time and will, nor to exceed her gift v 
but to be attentive to the ariitng» and continuance 
<^ life, with patient refignation 'and dedication q6 
heart. 

Her love and' graticude to the Father of mercies 
ud Ker fervent concern for the profperlty of his* 
caufe on earthy made her unwearied in her labours 
to promote it, and to be willing to fpend ^d be 
fpeat for his great name's iake. She . was an ex« 
ample, of lyue humility and abafednefs of felf, feeling 
that aU her fprings were in the Lord, and that- 
though the creature may at feafons be honoured, yet 
every good and- perfed gift came from above, andf 
called for unfeigned acknowledgmenti, To the ne- 
Cfffity and powerful efficacy of the pure principle* 
of light and grace in the foul, (he bore many livins* 
teftimo^s, and recommended, above all thin^, the 
ck^ft attention and obedjence to its holy manifefta* 
tions, as that alone which can preferve from the 
f|20t$ of the world, redeem the mind from its fp^rit^ 
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a«i enj<^rmefitS) and confer that peace which t6e. 
worM can neither give nor take away. 

She beheU and mourned over the breaches and 
wafte i^es of Zion, and we believe laboured ho- 
neftly, according to the ftrengdi received, for the re- - 
lairing Acrc^ and the reftoration of ancient beauty 
and fimplicity. Her fuperior abilities, fandified by 
the humbling operations of the holy fpirit, qualified 
lier for cxtenfive fervice in the adm>nifti»tion of the 
difcipline of the church ; wherein Ihe was concerned 
to z^y under a degree of that covering, which ought ^ 
to influence every religious movement. Of a foltd 
and weighty fpirit, (he was engaged ta dig deeply 
for the hidden treafure, and laboured to dwell near 
the ijpring of divine life: yet infinite wifdom iaw 
meet to fufFer her at feafons to experience great in« 
ward poverty : but undes thefe proving difpeniktionsy 
file mOrmured not, being refigned to the will of bev 
Lord and Mafter, and made willing <* to fufFer with 
^^ him, that flie might alfo reign with him/' And 
having partaken of the fufferings and confolations of ' 
die gofpe), fhe knew how ta fympathize with the 
wercifed and mourning Ipiri^ dealing her breads 
when qualified, to the hiingpy foul^ and pouring in 
the wine and oil to the help and refi^ihment of^ 
iaany» 

Ami at ihta divoled fiudifiil fervant of the Lord^ 
was thus inftrumental in glorifying His name amongft^ 
mankind, and promoting the divine government ia^ 
thpir heiMrtSt (b (he became mor^ and more refined^ 
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iaxtrtitemtt bom all> vtfible enjoymeiits ; until, m 
unfearcbable wifilom» He who put her forth and went 
before ber^ wae iJeafol to^^ cut (hort the work ia< 
righteoufneft^*' and to remove her^ we doubt not, 
from His church militant on earthy, to his church^ 
triumphant iii heaven*. 

Read, approved, and figned, in, by order, and 
on behalf of our quarterly, meeting held in York, by 
adjournments, on the 30di and 31ft of the 3d month 
1791, by 

MoRl>B€Ai CASspN,»Clerk to the meeting thi$ iime^ 
EuzABSTHuTuKE,. Clerk this time. 
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ACKWORTH SCHOOL, 



AM>EI4SE» TO A 



FJLIEND IN AMERICA. 



Dear Friend, 

^"^HE following imperfect account of Ackwortfaf 
1 fchool is prefented to thee, in confidence, 
that thou wilt not expofe it, and yet with a hope 
that it may privately aid diy endeavours to eftablifh 
a fchool, for the religious education of youth, in 
another part of' the world 9 an en^gement worthy 
of thyfelf, but requiring fitoething better to render 
it truly fuccefsfuU 
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thofe of a civil nature, be rightly carried forward 
without order and method, it becomes a very impor- 
tant inquiry, what rules and adjuftments of things 
pertaining thereto, are confiilent with the fpiritu— 
adity of their origin ; and when thefe are found, ^ they.^ 
caU for great care in ofScers and their fUperinten* 
dents, to keep them in their proper places, left that: 
which is begun in the fpirit, fhould' be fought to be 
made perfe£l in the flefli; 

There is a moral re^ttade, iabricated in human ■- 
wtfdom,. which is beautiful to the natural eye,. 
fetzes on -die paffions, . and draws from a fuperficial '. 
judgment,, an inconfiderate approbation of what,, 
perhaps, when it is fcrutinised into,, has fprung fromi 
a love of popular applaufe, and tends to fettle thofe- 
who are adSve in it, in a roftr and enjoynient of the : 
work of their own hands. 

To know the fiirft fpring ofafliony is* a noble at- 
tunment ; and' if it prove pure, then carefully tO' 
lieep it fo, is a work (thou^ well knoweft) of far - 
greater magnitude ; and which will tend more to die 
regulation of a fchool, than a fine-fpun fyftem of 
pnofltive rules, untin6lured with faith in the iufi* 
dency of divine aid, immediately communicated. 
To obtain a right form is furely.of abfolute neoeffitys,^ 
becaufe regularity is one of the wheels whcArel^ thiq^ 
intended work is to be efFedted i and perhaps fome 
ufefal order may be gathered from the following 
pages, which I hope will not be implicitly adopted. 
Indeed) I have been thought&l, in the courie o£ni|B. 
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paBung them^ whedierf«<A«saKerig)itly influcncod 
to pr<Riiote an education coniiftent with our holy 
profeffion, would not be better fumiihed with quali- 
fications to iettle even civil concerns, without a 
model of the experience of others ; feeing that the 
fountain of divine wifdom is inexhauftible s that for 
die conducing qi temporal diings^ there can be no- 
order like that which immediately flows from iti 
and that a very, finall.digreffion of our attention firom- 
this fource, is often fucceeded by many erroneous^ 
ftcfttt To thy prudence, therefore, I commit this 
little work, believing thou wilt not ufe it impro- 
perly. If it afford thee any ufeful refle^ons^ in^ 
times of relaxation firom the weight. of gofpel fervice, . 
be the means of opening for me a door of accefs 
into thy dofet, make me. a partaker of thy treafure,> 
and fometimts revive me in thy remembrance for 
good, \ fhall be fully latisfied. 

One obfervation further occurs to 'my mind, fot 
vhicfa^ as this is aU apiece of freedom, I fhall not 
i^poIogize» As nothing can be (aid to be truly re* 
ligious (whatever the firft defign may be), but 
what is religioufly conduced, a very fpecial care 
ought to be maintained to the pointings of truth, in 
chQofing jn^rvAors and fervants for a.fchool; who 
jQiould be mgre dire£ied to the fchool of Chrift 
themfeives, than loaded withinj:un£tions about trivial^ 
matters, and their conformity to them confidered as 
their quali^cations*. No law or rule ought to be To 
framec^ as to interfere with their religious duties; 
and when any ir\ake a wrong ufe of the liberty tiutl% 



r 



7s6 ACCOUNT or 

allows, great care fliould be exercUed, left altera^^ 
tions take place, which. have a tendency to circom* 
fcribe the righteous with the tranfgreflbr $ for where^ 
this is the cafe, people of an outwardly fteady con- 
dii^ a cringing temper, and who know but little 
about revealed religion", feem to be moft adapted to 
fuch an inftitution. Thefe may, to the utmoft of 
their natural abilities, preferve order, and prefer the 
works which moft recommend them to thofe in fd-!>- 
perior power,, being as earneft iti their end^vours,. 
as anyy. to promote the eftkblifliment of civil aiftho- , 
rity, and of a greal many fpeeious f6rms:.Kutthe 
vih^ of the inftitution being opprefTed, and'the^ 
fpirit and life of every 2&^ of duty to the children, 
and of Chriftian difcipline amongft them, difregarded, 
the whole body muft gradttally grow difeafed and^. 
corrupted^ 

Education is a fubjefi fd copious, when unfcddedr 
to the inward attention of thofe to whom the care of 
children is rightly committed, as to require a better 
affifted pen than mine, to do it juftice;,bttt this L 
believe, that fimplicity, £;o<|Iy fiocerity, anda righte*. 
ous s^eal a^d tenderfieft, with ^ improvii^ and iia*' 
parting knowledge of' ufegit things,.. csOi teirdly haX 
of rendering a perfon vfjho \s under a ieciet fenfe of 
duty^ qualified to undertaj^e it. To b^ ieafiUe ofV 
the divine influence, to propagsitc chle koowMge of. 
it, and fo to prefer it to all other confiderattens^ as;. 
to walk worthy of its bleffing^ being fhed upon our. 
endeavours,, i$ the Alpha, and the Omega, «f our; 
profeifion^ 
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That <* the Ueffing <^ hetveR above, and of the 
deep^ that Jiedi under,'' may reft ufion thee, dear 
friend i cf own afl thj bboiirs, fweeten all dif bitter 
cups, and render invincible the habitation of thy 
fpirit, iiriien ftorms may aflail it, and dilcourage* 
ments wait at the threlhold of its door, is the prefent 
lerve»t breathing of thy truly aflbAionate friend, 

Sarah Crubb^ 

Fofton, iftmmtli5th, tji^^ 
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Ackwortfa (chodt i$ an inftitut&oa intended for the 
religious edUeatfoft of eJtildren, members of our 
(bciety, between die age of nine * and fourteen, and 
particularly of thofe wfaoie parents are not tn affluent 
circumftanees.. It admits of three hundred, viz. one 
hundred a|id. ^ig^ bays^ and one hundred and 
twenty girh* They arc paid for,, at their entrance,, 
by a bill of admittance- of eight •guinea value ; for 
whidi diey are provided with board,, learning,, 
clothing, and bther ncccflaries, for one year; four 
fbillings and four pence are alfo then depofited, as. 
aji allowance of one penny per w^ek. for pocket 
money- This fchool is under the immediate care. 

* The prefent limltatioo of age is between eight andS' 
frurteen. 
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of two committees, in each of which there icre 
tweQty-^eight members ; one is conftibuted of frieiid^ 
of London, and held there ; the^other of friends in- 
the neigbbourhoad of Aclcworth; divers of whom 
ve twenty, thirty, and fome forty miles diftant from 
ikc place. 

Each committee ^eets once a month ; when the 
general ftate of the inftitution is confidered, par- 
ticular regulations prOp<^edj complaints received, 
the intended reilgnation of fervices reported, and 
friends appointed to inquire for a fupply of aifift- 

ants, &c. &c. •" 

As it often happens that divers friends are at 
Ackworth the night before .tiic fittii^ of t'he com- 
mittee, or early in the moming,^ three of them* 
infped all bills of parcels,, and. the treafurer's ac« 
coants, and report to the committee the ftate 
iihereof, the number of the children admitted and 
returned fmce laft month, and thofe that are upoQ 
the lift for admittance: others examine the im- 
provement of fuch as are likely to dfepart the en- 
» Aiing month ; and, generally, religious opportuni- 
ties are taken with them, and an account given, 
thereof to the cbmmittee. Copies of the minute* 
of each committee are tranfmitted to one another,, 
and neither 'of them conclude upon any thing new^ 
of importance, without mutual approbation. Seve^* 
ral friends, once a year, give up to an appointment 
to fpend fome time in the houfc, in order to value 
the ftock, to fettle all accounts, and to take a more 
general and minute furvey of the ftate of the family»j 
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than could be done at any other time with fo mueii 
prq^iety : and generally^ ^^ vifits to the family, at 
otter timeS) the company (tf women friends has been 
defired, a number having their names down on the 
committee's, books for fuch iervices. Agents, are 
appointed in each county,' who undertake to nego-^ 
ciate the bufinefs between thofe who fend the chil- 
dren, and the inftitution, by providing bills of ad- 
mittance and certificates, and giving notice of their 
readinefs, &c. 

A general meeting is held at Ackworth once a 
year} conftituted of friends appointed to attend it 
from the feveral quarterly meetings. Here the ftate 
of Ihe inftitution is intended to be laid open ; all 
6Af9Bs'^ doubt, and efpectaliy fuch as iht two* 
committees could not agree upon, to be referred for 
candid difeufidn- and determination, and new regu- 
lations «r soles eftabKibed. 

A largv dumber of friends from diftant parCt, is* 
qfipointed ta itt^A the chiMren^s ad^anc^s in leairn-- 
iQg, &c. and to Obtain a knowtedgie (^Ikeir teachers* 
al»Utie$ I 2t free and honeft repre(entatron whereof is' 
thought ablplutely n^ceflslry. •■ This general meeting' 
a^otirtis to a fuitable time in theXondon yearly meet- 
ii%<week, when thehf minutes are read, and a rdport 
drnde-from thence to the. yearly meeting at large. 

N. B. The infpeftion of the female fide of the* 
houd^ is committed to the women friends aflfembl^d 
at the general meeting at Ackwojth^ who/ appoint 
different committees to. examine the different ^* 
partments, h^ve free conferences with tUe o&c^s^ 
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MpeSt the girk improvements) take peIigioi& op« 
portunities with them, and report the fubftaiHie of 
their ohlervations, and the propriety of fuch amend*: 
tnents a& occur to them thereupon ; after which,' 
mkiutes are formed, and a copjr of them fent into the. 
men's meeting. 
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There are ftationed In the fiunil/t a treafuref and 
bis wife, to whom if committed the fuperiAtendencc: 
of the whole ^.^ 

The boys have gtntmilf foi» or five maAer^ 
whofe iabries are from %s to lod f • per annum, ini^, 
fended as pioportionate to their fervices, and abili* 
ties I and there are alio fome apprentices* The: 
number of die lichix^ is ibur, and die matters kee|»> 
mucl^ to the diftin£t branches of kaniing#£or which*, 
ihef are bed qualified; as one, readings anothet^ 
iwiting» a third arithmetic, &c. and the children* 
pafs in clafles from fchool to fchool, except the Uttla 
ones, who are pvincipally kept under the care of oncf 
IBafter* 

• Thefe ferve the infHtatibn without a 6htf» whictt 
greatly adds to their authority. 

f lool. was the (alary of the piioclpal maltef) bu^ 
ibil oiSce bein^ difcomivuedf no Odary is now fo high* ^ 
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^he apartments for teaching are (o commodious 
«s to render all crowding unneceflary, e(pecially at 
writing ; the defks, diough in one continued length, 
have neverthelefs fuch diviiions, by openings for 
each boy's books, &c. that there need not be any 
interference, if they keep their places. 

Ten or twelve of the eldeft and moft folid boys 
are chofen monitors, who lend fome affiftance In the 
fchools, particularly in fettling the children to their 
places, and taking care that each has his own. 

About ten minutes before every meal, a bell i$ 
rung, at which the children are quickly coUeded in 
ranks, either on the open ground, or under a colon* 
nade which ibelters from wet and heat. The OMrf*- 
ttrs ftand in the front in their own divifions, whilft 
the monitors furvey them behind and before, taking 
care that their buckles are in order, their hair 
combed, and if any be dirty, to fend them to wafli. 
I . Here the mafters have a frequent- opportunity of 

i making ufeful ob&rvations, giving general directions, 

adminiftering <:ounreI, and feleAing out offenders 
/or the Table of djfgrace s which is no otherwife dtf** 
tinguifhed, than by being detached from the rt&^ and 
havii\g no cloth upon it. 

'When the fecond bell rings for meals, they ad'- 
vtace ih couples with great regularity to the dining 
T^omj (the leaft going firft) and divide at. the foot 
df the table, one going up on one iide, and the 
odier on the other ; by which means they are ieated 
with dexterity and expedition* A general filence 
Mimediately cnfues, which, by an intimation froo^ 
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one of the mafters, is fooii broke, and all begin 
tiieir meal ; but no converiation louder than a whif- 
per is allowed, during the time of eating, and no 
more in that manner than is neceflary for transfering 
their viduals from one to another, when fome have 
too much, and others too little, the latter of which 
are freely fupplied by the mafters, if they afk. 

When all appetites appear fatisfied, and a meal is 
ended, fll^nce again takes place, after which, with 
an intimati<m of quietude and fedatenefs, they are 
beckoned to <lepart. They unite again in couples 
at the foot of the table where they parted, and walk 
fteadity out of the room into the places appointed for 
play, where they difperfe. It is thought neceflary, 
that one of the mafters ihould befl:ow a general 
werfight on them in thefe times of relaxation, with 
iio more interference than is abfolutely neccflaay. 
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The fame order is obferved amongft the girls,, as 
with the boys, at fchool and meals > they have fel- 
dom lefs than four miftrefles, whofe falaries are from 
12 to 25I. per annum ; thefe teach fewing, knitting, 
fpinning flax, reading, and the Englifli grammar. 
Writing and arithmetic are alfo taught by one of 
the mafters, who is particularly fet at liberty, part 
<>f every day, for that purpofe, and has -a certain 
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diviiion of girls each time \ but the committees are 
defirotis that fome of .the female teachers fliould be 
.qualified to inftru£t in thefe branches of learning *• 

A wife attention is paid in the girls fchools to 
quietude and regularity \ each is to know her owa 
bttfinefs, and the time for applying for inftrudtoa 
about her work, &c. There are two or three ap* 
prentices for whom there is a confiderafale ^ere of 
adion, ill affifting the miftrefles, as there are many 
more articles of care amongft the girls than the boys; 
fuch as large ftocks of goods to be made up into 
wearing apparel, cutting out work, teaching various 
branches of the executive part, and dealing out 
liaberdafheries to the children. A difcreet allotment 
of care and employ to thefe, preferves the miftre/Ies 
from too pppreffive a load of anxiety about (mailer 
matters, and gives them an opportunity, in their 
refpe<Stive fchools, to cherifh a neceflfary recolledtion 
of mind, enabling them more fenfiUy to partake of 
a meafure of divine ftrength, by which alone they 
can govern with right authority and tendernefe. They 
have aUb monitors of their own fex, who have fimilar 
offices to the boys. The reading miftrefs has feidom 
imore than one clafs in her fchool at a time, which con* 
lifts of fix or eight, and they read paragraph by para* 
^aph, aU ftanding fo remote from her,- as to rend^ 
a proper exertion of their voices neceflary, by which 
they are inured to read audibly. 

The miftrefs or affiftant teacher, to whom is com^ 

^« 

^ Thefe branches are now taoght by female in^reO^s. 
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mitted die care of fpuining, attends to that employ 
only a few hours each day; the reft of her time 
berng taken iip with mending the cluldren*s Itnen^ 
cfpecially that of the little ones, and inftruding five 
or fix girls at a time in that art, having them^ and 
that kind of work, in a room wholly fet at liber^ 
lor the purpefe. 

The eldeft girls take it in turns, one or two at a 
time, to affift the mantua-maker, who is fupplied 
with plenty of work. They alfo take it in turns to 
work with -the laundrefs evtry week, in virafliing, 
and getting up £naU linen, and in waiting at meal- 
times at the houfe-keeper's table i and one in turn 
4S under the peculiar dire<^ion of the treafurer's wife, 
who keeps her pretty much to her own parlour, and 
^mpleyed in her work. Two of the girls are weekly 
appointed to fweep the lodging rooms every day, and 
all the girls make their own beds, (as they fleep in 
couples,) which 4u:e curled hair mattreffes laid upon 
nils \ they have a bolder, an under blanket, a pair 
«f iheets, two upper bhinkets, and a counterpane of 
fingle furniture check, but no curtains. A cheft 
with partitions ftands at the head of every bed, and 
iurmilies two gijrls with xonveniencies for the keep- 
ing of their clothes, having two drawers at the bot- 
tom lor their fmall linen. 

Their apparel in general, and efpecially fuch as 
pafies through the wafliings, is marked with the 
initials of their names, and the number of their bill 
4>f admittance* 

The girls are provided with work by the inftitu- 
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dons and, for their improvement, finer needle^work 
is takpn in for hire than the family can furniCh thent 
unthi and when that falls fhort, childbed linen i$ 
femetimes made to fdl, in which fuperfluous work 
is guarded againft. 

The girls and boys go to bed in the £une order ; 
and all then: clothing is (o folded up, and laid upon 
dieir chefts, that though there are twenty or thirty 
beds in a room, yet after they are fettled in bed^ 
there is fcarcely one article of clothing out of its 
proper place, and confequ'ently no interference ia 
putting them on. The lodging rooms ha\re ieveral 
^entibtors in the ceiling. One or more of the miC* 
treifes, or fteady apprentices, fleep in each, and a 
healthy cheerfiiln^s and decotum are preferved 
^ough the whole* 
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At meeting, the boys and girls enter in the fame 
method i the boys-firft, a matter leading the way, 
the leaft children immediately follow, and are feated 
on the uppermoft crofs forms, the reft regularly fuc* 
ceeding according to their height; and coming in by 
couples, they fill two benches at a time, and ver]r 
foon get all fettled. The monitors are placed on a 
fide benchj which gives them an opportunity vfia^ 
N 



I 
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fpeding the 1>ehaviour of the other childreiif and of *i 

inftru£ling them by their example; the mafters and \ 

tfntftreiTes are placed at little diftances, on a feat one ^ 

ftep higher, by which they can dvcrfee the whote* 
They depart with no lefs regularity than they come 
In, the children joining again in couples ; and in 
Citable weather, they take a circular walk iaasA the 
:area in the front of the houfe ; after which^ they 
are advifed to retire to reading, a coniiderable li- 
brary of friends books beii^ provided, part whereof 
as produced on a firft day. 

The children every evening fettle to read, the bo3r8' 
•and girls fejjarately; ahd sthey all, with the femrly, 
^Q ccdle£led once a week for that purpofe, previous 
^o which, they quietly fettle down in fij^nce fat a 
little while; then one of the mafters, reads a chap- 
ter, and about irx boys, and as many girls, read fix 
or eight verfes each ^ after which, they paufe again, 
ftill it is judged a fui table time for the children to 
withdraw^ which they do, not in couples as on other 
occafions, but fingly, going immediately to bed, and 
.at fuch a diftance from each other, as to admit of no 
.converfation by the way; the teachers pai&ng with 
*hem in certain divifions, preferve the quietude with- 
;Out interruption. They generally rife at fix in the 
fummea:, and feven in winter. 

It is a rule that every child, on admittance, {haH 
iiave a certificate figned by a medical perfon, ex- 
j)reffive of his .or her being in health, and having no 
infeiftious diforders, or apparent fores ; and if a 
«lcHild has XLot had^ the fmall-pox, the parent or guar- 
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dtan iignifies, wfaedier, if the contagion ihould break 
out in the family, they choofe inoculation. When- 
ever an tUnefs of any kind appears, the ftibjedl h 
cohfigned to a fteady matron in the ftation of a 
nurfe, who has convenient apartments for the re« 
ception of fuch ; and an apothecary in the neigh- - 
bourhood has a falary for attending at ftated periods, 
Tiirfaether he is wanted or not, and as much oftener 
as occafion requires ; the drugs are kept in the houfe 
at the expenfe of the inftitution, and the nurfe has 
the care of them. 

N. B. The children's drefs, if not fo when they 
come, is mpdelled to a certain fimplicity, which 
meets with the general approbation of the moft con« 
fiftent part of the fociety^ and fuch apparel as is 
provided by the inftitutibn^ is of a fubftantial and 
rather coarfe texture, but neat in its colour and make, 
and a^care is exercifed over it, which preferves it fd 
to the laft. An exad uniform in colour, &C has not 
been adopted* 



S E C T. V. 

The houfe-keeper has the general care and com- 
mand of the kitchen, the keeping, giving out, and 
providing the houfe linen; (he gives an account what 
viduals and ftores are wanted, fees to the proper u& 

N a 
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of them, and delivers an account to the treafurer of 
her difburlements once a month* 

There are two chamber-maids, whofe bufinefs it 
is to make the boys aq4 family's beds, to (weep 
their lodging rooms and. the ftairs every day, except 
meeting days, to affift in getting up linen, mending 
Jbeets, the boys fhirts and dockings, and aUb to help 
jn wafliing and combing the boys. The nurfe like- 
wife affifts in mending linen, but nothing is to in« 
terfere with her fervice to difeafed children. 

Two cooks are found fufficient; they contrive 
their bufinefs fo as to have little hurry at meal times^ 
and on the evening procediiig meeting days, the vie* 
tuals are fo prepared for next day, that little more is 
neceilary ', having in fummer^ cold meat, or fruit 
pies, and in winter, boiled plumb-puddings, which 
only require one peribn to tbty at home, to keep the 
icoppers boilings 

They have one' fervant whpfe bufinefs is princi- 
pally wafbing difhes, &c. A fteady, and rather elderly 
man, i$ jgenerally kept for renewing the fires, and 
jobbing about. There is one dairy-maid, who has 
the care of the milk of upwards of t>^enty cows, 
i^flifts in milking them, and makes the butter, &c. 
The laundrefs's work is only to infpeft and affift in 
the wafhings. A mill, fomething like the bleachers, 
is ufed for large clothes; it is in a building detacher): 
from the houfe, and is wrought by a horfe ; the linen 
is wafbed in bags, being firft forted and' foaped ; 
two walher-women are provided for one day,' who^ 
with a man that is kept in the capacity of a carpen*- 
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ter, can, with induftry, and the laundrefs's ai&ft^ 
ancc, accomplifh all that is fuitable for that engine. 
Tbefe wafliings come every week. One man has 
the care of baking and brewing, in which is inchxded 
the children's dinners, when they have baked meat 
or pies, and making the bread, &c. 

There are 8a acres of land, and two men in the' 
capacity of farmers,' who, with a labourer occafion^- 
ally, find fufficient employ in raiflng a little grain, 
taking care of the cattle, affifting in milking, goings 
to market about the diftance of three miles, andfetch-^ 
ing coab from the pits a few miles^r 

The treafurcr, his wif(&, the houfe-keeper with all 
the matters, (except thofe who have families) mif- 
trefles, i)urfe, and mantua -maker, eat together at the* 
houfe-keeper's table $ and the other fervants fit down 
regularly together in the kitchen, where order 'and 
folidity are made incumbent for every lervant to ob« 
fcrve. 

A tailor and (hoe-maker, who have families, are 
ftationed in cottages adjoining the houfe, and have 
falaries fufficient for their fupport. Single men 
lodge and board in the houfe, being found neceflary 
to deep in the boys rooms. The family is fupplied- 
wlth vegetables from a large garden on the premifes,/ 
and the care of it committed to a man in the ftation 
of gardener, and his ai&ftants. 

N. B. Admitting into the family fuch as are no^ 
ia profeffion with friends, is guarded againft. 

N 3. 
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SECT. VI. 

Inconventencies have been found by recommend- 
ing perfons with too partial an eye to their private 
intereft, and obtaining for them a comfortable afylum ; 
fo that fome who were not objectionable in their own 
ipheres, and within the compafs of their own abtli-^ 
ties, have obftriKSled the right ^rder of the inftitution, 
and have neceffarily become obje^s of difapprobation ; 
being defedive in thofe faculties which were pecu- 
liarly requifite for the ftations to which they were in- 
troduced : whereas fome others, from a fecret appre- 
benfion of duty, and an upright defire for the good 
of the inftitution, have, under difcouragementSy and 
much diffidence, before their qualifications were 
ripened -to publick view, been put into offices ; anji 
yet thefe have, in due time, been wonderfully opened 
in religious and civil ufefulnefs, and have become as 
pillars in the fupport of right government in the 
family. 

It has been found expedient, from which great 
advantages have arifen to the family, that friends who 
travel in truth's fcrvice, and thofe that come dif- 
intereftedly on the bi^linefs of the inftitution, {houki 
be freely accommodated in the houfe ; any cxpenfe 
occafioned thereby, being more than coinpenfated by 
their religious concern and endeavours for the prof* 
perity of the whole houfehdd. Neverthelefs, incon-r 
veniencies and unneceflary expenfe have evidently 
arifen by the children's connexions, and thofe who 
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cmly come from curiofity, having firee accefe to the 
accommodations provided by the inftitution ; and 
therefore an inn has been opened in tjie neighbour** 
kood,* where people may be agreeably ehtertained,* 
and enjoy, as if they were in die houfe, every privr-' 
lege of foeing <lie children, obferving the ofder of 
the family, and attending religious opportunittes.* 

As a library of fuitable books is provided by the 
inflitution for the children's houfe, and as others of 
^ very different tenden(5y have unwifely been fent by 
their coiuiexionts, it has been found expedient to for-' 
bid the introdu6tion of any puUicaticMis but what firft- 
undergp the teacher's in(pe6lion: 

Divers advantages have arifen by the (chooPs not- 
icing Jimi ted to the children of friends in ftraitened 
circumftknces*;r ar thofe who bad their outward^ 
affairs in good order, might be expeded fd to * have' 
extended their care to their offspring, « as that their 
example amongft the more ignorant and lefi guarded^ 
youth, might promote fcdidity and good order in the 
family: and in'cafes where that care bad not been ^ 
&ficietitly extended, the good of fueh children,^ not 
lefs than others, appears to Vt the objeA of the 
ibciety's concern: and as their parents were not 
prevented from contributing to'the-fupport of the 
inftitution, fo as amply to alb w for the additional^ 
expei^e above the ftated fum, and even to exceed it- 
if they thought proper, no reafonable obje^ion coukt'- 
arife on that account. 

* A$ the premifes belong to the inflitutidn, the com^ 
XMttee has feme control on the tenant. 

N4, 
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By this means the houfe was more eafily fupported, 
and that diftin£tion in the fpirit of the world, which 
is the banc of religious ibciety, was in fome degree 
removed. Thus children intended to fill different 
ftations in life, b«ing fet upon an equality, with 
which nothing interfered but their merit or demerit, 
has proved a great encouragement to friends in low 
circumftances to fend their oiFspring, when they found 
there was no defign publickly to mark them as objeds 
of charity; which no doubt, from diiEdence in fome, 
and an unwillingnels to be denominated ^att in others, 
would have been generally fo difagreeable, as that the 
number of three hundred children could fcarcely have 
been found, whofe parents would have fubmitted t^ 
receive a national benefit, if thereto the badge of 
poverty had been a£fixed. 

As the poor in civil, much more in religious 
Ibciety, are entitled to necefiary and comfortable 
accommodations, and thofe who are in eafy circum- 
ftances, upon the principle of loving our neighbours 
as ourfelvesj have not a right to more; fuch an edu- 
cation as is fuited to the one, may not be inconfiftent 
with the other, if inftead of training them for chil- 
dren of this world, the cultivation of their minds, as 
followers of Chrift, be the principal obje£l in view. 

A friend may, for procuring the necei&ries of life, 
}^ in eafy circumftances, fupport an honourable ap- 
pearance amongft men, and a generous hofpitality 
towards his friends, being of thofe who rather defire 
to give^ than receive ; and yet, if out of a large 
family, he wifli to fend three or four to fohool^ and 
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think^ it his duty to provide the moft guarded educa- 
tion)-. it may be quite inconfiftent with his abilities^ 
and' the education he wiihes them to have, to place 
them in a more expenfive fituation than what, upon 
an average, they coft the inftitution at Ackworth : 
to prevent fuch a friend from the benefit of fo gene-. 
rous a defign, is incompatible with the avowed con-- 
cern of the focicty for the wel&re of it& youdi. 

Our judgment of one another's circumftances in: 
life is often erroneous, and it hath forrowfiilly ap- 
peared, that many have been ftrangers to dieir own ^ 
and fome who might be unkindly judged for fending, 
their children to Ackworth fchool, becaufe of the- 
appearance of affluence,^ which they unwifely fup- 
ported for a time, have proved unable even to bear 
the expenfe of ke^ing^ them here without the aflift-- 
ance of their friends;. 

There have been objeftions in the minds of fome' 
friends to an open door for all children whpfe parents 
approved the plan of education, from a fuppofition 
that the houfe would be crowded with fuch as might 
be otherwifeas well provided for, and that the poor 
would be excluded the benefit and preference they 
ought to receive from fuch an inftitution ; and alfo, . 
that the axmual fubfcriptions. expedled from all the 
monthly meetings in the nation, would be too much 
appropriated to the ufe of thofe who might afford to > 
pay for their children elfewhere; from whence, dif- 
€Ouragements being thrown out to friends in ea(y 
circumftances fending their children, the fchool has 
much. fewer candidates, and the defign of it not (o> 
Ns 
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fully anfwered. Thefe obje^lionB would be remove^i, 
if friends were more liberal and unconfined in their 
views, as to numbers or ftations in life, and were fo 
far from excluding, either ^he rich or the poor, as to 
be concerned for^ and feel after, the proprietjr of 
extending their accommodations, and dtfiifing iiieir 
endeavours for the admiffion of all who offered ; and 
by opening a door for thofe of ability to pay fuffi- 
ciently for their children, they might alfo provide a 
means for the relief of fuch as require the help of 
others in bearing their burdens, remembering that, 
** The liberal devifeth liberal things, and by liberal 
« things fhall they ffand.*^ 

Upon the whole, it is evident that all children 
ought to be confidered as proper objefts of fuch an 
rnflitution j for, in general, even the fituation of the 
rich, as to their profperity in the truth, is as much 
to be compaffionated as the poor i being offcen edu- 
cated with, ideas and impreffions more repugnant to 
gofpel fimplicity, and lefs inured to the fclf-denial of 
a Chriflrian, than the oflfepring of fome who labour 
under difficulties in temporal things. When parents 
are wife enough to feel difpofed to place their chil- 
dren in a fituation, fo favourable for the growth of 
virtue, and fo oppofing the ambitious views, and 
prefumptuous endeavours after felf-exaltation, it 
would be greatly to be lamented, if fuch Were ex- 
cluded from a feminary, which under the peculiar 
care of the fociety, is better inlpefted, regulated, 
and furnifhed with religious officers, than private 
fchools can often experience* And as, by this infti« 
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tutioni a religious education and improvement in 
ufeful knowledge is oiFered to the acceptance of 
friends for their children, upon moderate terms, and 
a place large enough for the prefent prepared, there 
is na doubt but that by an indifcriminate mixture of 
children belonging to our fociety, divers advantages ' 
to their future ftepping^ in life may arife. 

There is in one quarterly meeting, a fund for the 
affiftance of thofe, whofe parents and monthly meet- - 
ings may be unequal to bear the expenfes of their 
children's education, &c. This fund has been exten- 
fively beneficial ; the intereft is appropriated to pay 
one half the eight guineas for each objed ; and the 
reft left to be raifed either by the children's con« 
nexions, or their monthly meetings. 



N 6 



Tbi following account ffan infiitution at Tori was alfr 

' found amon^. her papers ; and as Jbo was one of its 

fupportersy and it appears to b$ connoted with the 

preceding fuljoity it is judged proper to introduce d: 

in this place*' 



AS the fchool at Ackworth did not receive chU*^ 
dren but within. certain limitations as to age». 
&c. fomething further, by way/ of appendix, was 
found* neceflary; viz. a fchoel fomewhat fimilar to 
Ackworth, which could receive girls of any age or 
defcription, whofe parents, or guardians. inclined to- 
lubmit them to the rules of the houfe ; where a 
fieady religious care might be exercifed, uninfiu^' 
enced by any pecuniary confiderations, and inftruc^ 
' tions afforded in ufeful learning and houTewifery. 
One friend having felt her mind under a folid con- 
cern for the eftablifhmentof fometbing of this kind, 
impaited.it ta diver3 otherS| as truth opened the 
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way; and they finding a concuirent engagemenf,% 
were willing to unite a little property and attention, 
Smt Ac opening and carrying of k forward ; in ex- 
pe£btion that others would be concerned to fucceed ' 
them, for its future continuance and fupport. 

As an overfight fuperior to what might bfe expeft- 
ed fronfi fuch as fhould^ be placed in the ftation of 
miffa-efles, appeared to be proper, one friend, (her- 
fauiband uniting thenein) offered faerfelf to the fer- 
vice; aiad fey^rai religion* young women of improv- 
ing abilities, were engaged to ftep^ in, for a time, . 
as teachers, &c. without expe£lation of any pay or 
reward, fave that peace which is the confeqijence of • 
diiinterefted faithful labour. 

A fum was accordin^y raiied, -a fuitable houie' 
provided tQ accommodate about thirty giris, andfur-* 
ni(hed in a plain, ufeful mnnner, at the expenfe of' 
the proprietors: except the parlour^ and a Jodging . 
room, which the fuperintendents were intended more - 
particularly to occuppy, and which areYumifhed at 
their own expenfe. They a!fo pay to the inftitutioa 
an ample fulliciency for theirownliving in the'fe- 
mily* 

Simplicity of manners, and a religious: improve- 
ment of the minds of youth, were the principal ob«^~ 
jefls in view of the- friends who eftabiifljed this 
fchool ; and therefore, whatever has a tendency to 
obftrud diis work, is cautipnlM againft, and fuch 
apparel as the children bring with them, if deemed 
inconfiftent with the plainnefs which truth leads in- 
to, is not allowed during their refidence here ; nor 
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fuch literary publications as unprofitably elate^ tiie. 
mind, and give » difrelifh for the purity of gofpel 
truths :. but a knowledge of ufefui hiftory and geo- 
graphy, as additional branches of learning to thofe 
of reading, writing, arithmetic, and the £ngli(h gram- 
mar^ are by no means diiapproved. And whilft a 
careful attention is paid to the improvetnent of the 
children^ in neceflary needle-work and knitting, all 
that is thought merely ornamental, is uniformly dif- 
couraged. 

The girls make their own beds, fweep their own 
rooms, and take it in turns,, by couples for a week, 
to wait at the fuperintendents and*girl$ tables; and 
fuch as are fet apart for that fervice, are fubje£t to 
be called upon in extraordinary cafes, to affift in pre- 
paring vi&uals, and other neceflary employments in 
the family. 
N. B. Each girl pays at entrance fourteen guineas 
^ for learning, board and wafhing, for one year. 
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THE Author of the Chriftian religion came to 
redeem and iave from that <pirit which oppofed 
the coming of his kingdom. He has wonderfully 
difplayed the efficacy of that good by which evil is 
overcome, proving through the whole of his difpen- 
iations a coincidence of mercy with juftice. And the 
operation of this benign principle appears to be in no 
cafe more neceflary and profitable, than in the true 
fupport and difcharge of the duties which we owe to 
thofe who are placed under our fuperintendence and 
care. As there are diipofitions manifeft in children, 
after the knowledge of good and evil is contradedy 
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which degrade the mind from that innocency wherein- 
they were firft crealed, and which like an evif tree' 
(if fuffered to grow,) will produce unwholefome 
fruit; fo the^p is alfo in the power of thofe who- 
have rightly the care of them, a means which may,, 
by the concurring operations of truth, be rendered 
effeilual to the rednftion thereof: and as both the 
diforder and the remedy lie deep in the heart, they 
muft be fought for there, without the love of fupe-^ 
riority, a carnal judgment of good and evil, or the 
influence of felf- will. 

To bring children to a true and profitable fenfe of" 
their own flate^ and dired them ta the fpiritual 
warfare in diemfelves, k A? main end of all reli- 
gious labour on their account ^. and herein a fingle 
eye oogbt to be kept to die witnefs of truth in their 
minds, for that muft heyj&tei and railed,, before thejF: 
can fo fee, as to repent and convert from evil.- 
When this is the principal objeft in the view of* 
tikote who confider tbemfelves as dd^gaJted fhep* 
herds, accountable for the pne£^rvati(Mi <»f their flock, 
they are religioufly engaged to promote it by fudb^ 
means as are put into thdiF power, under the tii* 
fluence of a Chriftian (j^xity which preserves from mp^ 
deiire of occafioning fuSer ing, or more of it than is- 
abfolutely necefTary for the obtainli^ of that end,, 
gives patience to ppr&vere in labour without friinting,. 
firength Co bear and foriJear in dieir waitijags for the 
fringing up of the good iibed, and opens an eye of £uth< 
to look for, and depend only upon, the blefling an- 
their endeavours*. Hereby the condu£t of fuck is 
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deeply inftru^tive to children; knd may feal upon 
their minds the pious concern of their preceptors, 
and affectionately endear them in a friend£hip lafting* 
ly profitable, when they prove, through the influence 
of divine love upon their own underftandings, the 
juftice, mercy, and nobility of that Chriftian difci- 
pline which has lyen exerciied towards them, and 
whereby they have obtained fweet communion with, 
and an opening to, the fountain of good in tbem- 
felvcs. 

If in our paiTage through life, we are often broi^ht 
to acknowledge that of ourfelves, without divine af- 
fiftance, we can do nothing, is it not abundantly ob« 
vious in the work of beftowing a religious education 
•n youth i And ihould any wifdom prefide over that 
^^ which Cometh down from above, and is iirft pure> 
then peaceable, gentle, and es^fy to be entreated, full 
of mercy, and Aill of good fruits, without partiality, 
and without hypocrify ? ** 

It is lamentable to fee bow people in general, and 
even fome who feek the fenfe of truth on other occa- 
dons, ieem to confider tbemfelves, at any time, or in 
any difpofition, qualified to inftru^ and correct chil- 
dren; without perceiving that their own wills require 
to be firft fubdued, before they can acceptably be in- 
firumental in fubduing the will of others. Though 
a&s of indifcretion, or feverities, may have a ten- 
dency to humble thofe who receive them (through, 
whofc fincerity all things work together for good, 
even as perfecution has been blefled to thoufands) yet 
the inftruments are by no means acquitted thereby^: 
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their condu£l not being the produce of that &ithy 
which worketh by love, to the purifying of the heart. 
It is not to be expe£led but that there is referved 
for fuch, a proportionate degree of fufFering, to that 
which, in their own wills, they have occafioned to 
others : though, by their natural underffanding only, 
their perception of divine recon(it}en(e may not be 
clear enough to diftinguifh it, yet a righteous retri- 
bution, or receiving that meafure themfelvcs which 
they have meted to others, may await them. 

** Provoke not your children to wrath,*' faid the 
apoftle. A condud may be exercifed towards youthyt 
which^ being under the influence of the paffions, has 
a natural tendency to raife a fimilar return. To 
punifh a child becaufe it has offended' us, without 
the dificovery of an evil defign, is to a£l under an 
unchriftian fpirit, which reverses injuries. This is 
a difpofltion which is apt to receive its^ gratifications 
from a flattering, cringing fpirit, and from fuch marks 
of refpe<St as originate in an impure fpring of a£lion} 
and hence, teachers of- children may, from a fuperfr- 
cial judgment, approve and flrengthen the little pha* 
rifees under their care j whilfl the pure life that iff 
ftruggling in the hearts of fome who refemble the 
publican, is cruihed and difregarded. Many and deep 
are the forrows of the childhood of fbme, which pro- 
ceed iirom different caufes : and doubtlefs that inca- 
pacity wherein they are placed for obtaining redrefs- 
from real grievances, and the abufe of power being 
ftrengthened iii thofe from* whom they receive tfiem„ 
may be numbered amongft thefe affeding occafions.. 
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Many children, even In our^ fociety, have a loofe 
unguarded education, and grow up as degenerate 
plants of a ftrange vine, having very little care 
exercifed towards them, except to indulge their 
unruly appetites, and paffionate dedrcs ; thefe require 
the yoke to be laid upon them with caution and true 
judgment, left more (hould be commanded than they 
pofTefs abilities to perform, and fo their deficiency be 
unjuftly laid to their charge : yet the cultivation bf 
their minds ihould be fteadily purfued, under that 
holy affiftance without which we can do nothing 
acceptably. Pait experience does not appear to be a 
fufHcient qualification for this, any more than for 
other religious fervices, even where it has been right, 
and much lefs fo, when it has not been ftri£Uy under 
the influence of that wifdom, which is pure and 
without partiality. 

Wifdom and ftrength muft be waited for,- day by 
day, for the right performance of our duties, before 
Him who weighs our adiions in the balance of pure 
juftice, and only approves thofe which are wrought 
irt" the fpirit. To educate children religioufly, re- 
quir^^^-a-quietude of mind and fympathy in their 
guardians, wifh the ftate of the good feed in them, 
w&ich will lead rightly to difcriminate between good 
and evil ; to difcover the corrupt fource of many 
feemingly good a£tions ; and to perceive that a real 
innocency is the root of others, which cuftom, and a 
fuperficial inveftigation, have rendered reprehenfible. 
Here we fee the necelfity of true wifdom being re- 
newed) and the infuificiency of that which is carnal. 
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and boafts its own experience and ftrength. It is 
the humbled mind to which aie unfolded fuch myf- 
teries of true godlinefs, for its own edification, and 
that of thofe under its care, as could not have been 
received in the fupport of a ^fe confequence, and the 
love of fuperiority. 

If children are to be inftru£led in the ground 
work of true religion, ought they not to difcover 
in thofe placed over them, a lively example there* 
of? Or ought they to fee any thing in the condufl: 
of others, which would be copdemnable in them, 
were they in fimilar circumftances? Of what im- 
portance then is it for guardians of children, to rule 
their own fpirits; for when their tempers are irri- 
table, their language impetuous, their voices exerted 
above what is neceflary, their threatenings unguard- 
ed, or the execution of them rafli, however chil- 
jdren may for a time fufFer under thefe things, they 
are not inftrufted thereby in the ground work of 
true religion j nor will the witiiefs of truth, as their 
judgments mature, approve a conduft like this j 
though through the bias of felf-will, it may be 
.adopted in fimilar cafes, in a fucceeding generation, 
by thofe who, inftead of having gathered good feed, 
have, from the mixture of their education, preferred 
the bad ; which, meeting with a foil fuitable to its 
nature, grows and becomes fruitful, to the cor- 
Tupting of many more. 

The love of power is fo deeply .implanted in the na- 
tural mind, that unlefs we difcover it, and its evil ten- 
dency, in the true light, we are not likely to confider 
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It as an enemy ofT oar own houfe, againft Trfiich we 
are called to war, with as much righteous zeal as 
againft the evil in others 5 yea with more, becaufc 
it is declared fach are our greateft foes. Where this 
corrupt part is cherifhed, it Hains our actions, and,^ 
having gained the afcendency over the pure, lowly 
feed, bribes and influences the judgment refpefting 
good and evil, and eftablifhes the mind in a felf-com- 
placence, which, however produiSlive of reproof, has 
feldom an ear open to that inftru£i:ion fay which it- 
felf ftands condemned. The prodigal difplay and uie 
of power is the very deftruftion of Chriftian dif- 
•cipline. Power is ndceflary ; net to be aflumed in 
the will of the creature, but to ftand fubfervicnt 
to the judgment of truth, under which it ought to 
be exerted ; lying in ambufh as a waiting affifting 
force, ready to be called m cafes df difficulty; when, 
if it ftep forth in true dignity, the appearance, rather 
than the ufe of it, may generally prove fufficient^ 
and its wife retreat render it ftill more ufeful and re- 
"verenced. True love, clearnefs of judgment, and 
the meeknefs of wifdom, are the fupporters of true 
idignity^ and where thefe prevail in a mind under di- 
vine government ind control, they give authority 
iirmnefs and benevolence, in thought word and 
deed j which have a profitable and comfortable effeA 
upon thofe who are placed under their influence, and 
open a door foi; undifguifed familiarity, and afFeAion- 
ate intercourfe, wherein children receive infirucfiion 
more fuiubly and cordially, than under the arbi- 
trary fway of a continually afTumed power* Should 
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we lay hold of Chriftian difcipline in ail its branches, 
and return with it to its root, either amongft chil- 
dren or in the church, we Ihall always find it x>ri- 
ginates in a Chriftian fpirit, and that every plaufible 
appearance which is defe6tive in this ground, is fo 
hx no better than founding brafs, or a tinkling cym. 
bal. 

The right education of children, efpecially in 
boarding-fchools, is no doubt a clofe and arduous 
work ; thofe^ however, who are rightly engaged 
therein, and endeavour after their own refinement, 
and an increafing acqusuntance with the Fountain of 
Purity in themfelves, need not have their eye out- 
ward for the eftablifhment of power and authority : 
for he who feeds the ravens and clothes the lillieSy 
knows what they ftahd in need of, and is able, out 
of his own treafnry, to fupply all their wants ; to 
be ^< mouth and wifdom, tongue and utterance 3'' 
and will not fail to help under their greatefl diffi- 
culties, if they fupport a patient dependence upon 
Him alone, and profitably live finder the perfuaiion, 
that when He fhuts, no one fhould attempt to open, 
and when he opens, none can (hut. 
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SHEFFIELD 5th month, 1772*^ I cannot but 
wifli to Q)cnd a few weeks with thee, either here 
or at York; but as I am fenfible it is not good for. 
any of ks to have our inclinations gratified at all 
timeSi I am defirous to be eafy, and reAgned to^everjr 
thing that may crois my natural propenfities; that 
Xoy when affii&lon and probation may pre&ot thera- 
felves, which certainly will attend our pilgrimage 
through this uncertain ftage of life, I may be the 
more ftrengthened to undergo thefe trying feafons 
with patience and fortitude. But I may conchi4e 
with the words which thou haft repeated before i ^^ t6 
will, is prefent with me, but to do, I know nott^ 
for though this fortitude and refignation are things 
much to be deitred, yet to be entirely given up to 

* Jn the i6th year of iter age. 
O 



Sj^o extracts rit0« 

the M^ill and difpolal of a kind Providence, is no eafy 
attainment. Thou mentioned the difference of our 
Situations s and it would be ungrateful if I did not 
'Confider, and look upon my privileges, as favours 
from indulgent heaven^ if I make a proper ufe of 
them. But it is the ftate of the mind that limits 
our happinefs ; and alas ! tt is the want of a fuffi- 
- cient care in the cultivation of my mind, that is a 
means of obftruc^ing that peace which it would be 
/weet to enjoy. 

YoKK, 7th month,! 773 — ^I often thiiJc our troubles 
are much augmeiited, by looking on thofe who are 
in a more advantageous ftation, according to our ^ 
x)pinion; when, if we eouid but content ourfelves 
with putting their many mortifications, to balance 
' ihe adverfe conditions of fome oii whom external cir- 
x:umftances ketn never to liave Tmiled, and whofe 
life has been a feries of affliction, it ^ould amply 
' xiompenfate for the labour. Diie confideration would 
make our forrows appear greatly ihoit of What pro- 
i^idirnce might have allotted Tor us, and would fire« 
%uently*|>rove" them to be the refult of pafflon, or 
imaginary ills. - 

York, 4th month, 1774— Thy letter was falutarjr 
and grateful, arriving when my mind was anxioufly 
concerned an many accounts. The care of fo large 
9 fetmily, thou wilt readily own, muft engrdfs'a largo 
ihare of my attention ; it is a taj(k to which I often 
think ihyfelf unequal, efpecially amongft children^ 
' fcut that I am willing' to. make the beft of, if I may 
^ut be enaUed b to €oodu£l^ as to give no realcaufe 
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x>f oSence, nor to example in aiijr filing that k con» . 
Crary to the fimpUcity of truth. Ufider thefe con« 
iideratiens, I {^ my own inTufficiefKy, and how un- 
able I am to 'aft the part of an elder fifler, without 
a daily fupport fipm the Fountain of •every good* 
What ihould we do, were there nothing to fly to but 
4he inftnimeobi the puUiibers of^egofpel! what 
aid can they knd'usi vriiac ftreogth in weaknefs^ m 
comparifon of that inward ftay, which, if enough 
looked uotOi would be the ftaflF of our liver! And 
with this giacious privilege, how moornful i^ it ^ 
confider the preference that is given to the foiUoi 
of this tranfitcH-y life, before that true .peace which 
^|loW8 from the Divine Monitor, the teacher within!^ 
York, 8th month, 1775 — And now permit n^ 
to tell thee how welcome a part of thine was ; it led 
me, when I read it, to conclude, that after looklqg 
on all the frailties of human nature, and perplexing 
ourfelves with a view of the various and intricate 
icenes of this life, the necefl^y reCult fhould h^ 
<^ to he quiet, and mind our own buiiaefs^" or, 
as thou fayeft, to endeavour to feel ourfdves ap* 
proved by Him who fees not as maa fees* If we 
make welcome every obftacle that is prefented in 
i the way to peace, .We may juftly conclude that we 
fliall never arrive at the peaceful Jeruialem, the quiet 
iiabitAtioQ whidb cometh down from God «ut of 
heaven. The confideration of this enjoyment, fome« 
times 4>rompt8 die mind to (bar, or to alcend^ra* 
dually to the holy mountain^ where we may be 
taught the wajcs of righteoufiieis, and be m&tuQM 
Ot 
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in the path$ of l|ue peace. But how £aft we de^ 
fcend to the place from whence we came ! how pre* 
cipitacely do we drop into feme region of darknels ! 
for furely there are many degrees i but happy are 
they vfho are r^eemed from ita power* May we 
not juftly deem ourfelves^ when under any entangle* 
ment, any fetter that prevents our deeds from being; 
i)rought to the true light, the light of the Lamb, as 
alienated, in part, from the Father of. mercies, and 
eftraiiged from His celeftial fpring? How neceflary 
therefore is it for us to watch at all- feafons, in times 
of peace, as. well as in the fpiritual war&re ; for wt 
know not when the hour of temptation cometh, and 
our fortification may prevent the engagement. How 
preferviog is that language; ^^ I will get me to my 
watch towers*' and what a^iavour it is, our not be- 
ing ignorant, that the name of th^ Lord is a tower 
to the righteous. 

York, loth month, 1777— I exped this will find 
thee at ■ , where I wi(h diy vifit to be attended 
with more folid (aiis6i£tion than thou looked fori 
if not, it may be no left profiteble. My very fmall 
exikrience has taught me, that endeavoiirii^ to keep 
near to die Fountain of life, in -company wl^Mre its 
arifings ^e. evidently fuppreffed, often tends more to 
our reai^owth in the root of true religion, than the 
eafy enjoyment of valuable frienis company, vAA 
whom we are not driven to our refuge. 

York, lath month, 1777*^1 doubt not but dioa 
baft thought, with myfelf, the condu£l of the gene* 
irs^ity of young men to be painful ^ for what mm^ 
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Dtrs do we fee of thefc, who, prompted by the irre- 
gularity of youthful fervour, fuffcr their minds to be 
oitangled with cvfery fluttering ohyeSk of vanity; 
little confidering that they are expofitig thcmfelves to 
innumerable forrows, and inconiidefately and rapidly 
purfuing an ignis fatuus, which will lead them into a 
labyrinth of perplexities. . Oh ! coold they, infteaj 
of this, centre and* retire to that reverent fear in 
themlelves, which would prove a fountain of life, 
preferving from the (hares of death, there is no reafon 
to doubt that the iaexhauilible Fountain would noft 
Only turn their feet into the path of peace^ but lb hr 
tfiTbliQi their goings theirein, that every Importane 
concern of their lives would be favoured with divine 
dire<Slion; and in that. very momentous one of mar- 
riage^ tfap language of truth would be fo intelligiblcT. 
as.to'flired them tq the right o|]je£b; -and then^ with 
what holy confidence might they propofe thefe CQn«^> 
nexio^, while our fex, with aii bumble awful difE* 
dencei wait alfp fix counfei from <mk high, and to ^1 
die fame afltirance of divine approbation : thus ;dl 
wOiAd be confumtnated; to the praiie of Him whofe 
fevottf they had ipt^ht and Jitiploredf . Much do i 
wiQx that my heart may ever be favoured to poilels a 
degree of .thi$ primitive purity, thQugjh no matr4Vno^ 
«tal coniideratioiks re<iuh'e it : the faying of the 
Apofile often occurs to my mind, ^^ that gocHinefs is* 
^ I^rofic^ble unto aljr things " 
. YosR) 7th month, lyyS — We arc now zgaia left 
'with the care of a family that requires ibme attention; 
^d circumfpe^iion* I never felt more unfit for the 
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tafc, nor more ready to query, who is equa! to it t 
and to conclude, furely not L A difcreet condifA> 
an afFefiionate behaviour, attempered with juft fo 
much fteady authority as to excite itiftBt united to 
an unavoidable love,, and thefe not to flu£hiat« with 
theiituation of the mind, \% an attainment which 1 
flar will never be mine, and which indeed will be 
unneceflary in a very few years with rtfp^ to my 
fifters ;* but yet « it does appear, at leaft in my eyes, 
abfolutely requiitte for thofe on whom the education 
of children devolves. When people are thus qualiw 
&ed, and di&harge their disty, they wiQ find a pleafiir^^ 
with the important charge; ^Vfor in h there rs a 
happiaefs, as well as care.'' There is ceitaf?ily fome* 
thing in the afiedionate part oi usy \rtlichiefid)s rather 
to defeat, than promote the growth of true religion, 
except it be fanS^fied oodSer the operation df Hm 
AfuBt bsMd 'r when that is happily experieFtced, tomt 
of the natural pi^penfitfes becdHie blefSngs, aoid 
vtry laudably heii|^t€ii Aiie enjoyment of iptfituid^ 
one$« 

YodLfC, ixtfa mciuby i778^Thou haft, I doi|br 
WDi, already heafd qI the luifetdedftate we hiiVelateljr 
been icv, dCcafioned by a^ ibYrcywful and lkfFe<^ing 
event, the dearii of our deair friend ——— « '^ ■■■. •> 
She Teemed but juft arrived at the fummit of eardily 
happinei^, and to have conferred the fame enjoyment 
upon her 4>eIoved partner; yet alas! how tranfient 
was the duration of this ftate ; and indeed, how un«* 
£t is it for minds who are too apt to rejoice in proT- 
perity without trembling, and wbofe affedions are 
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centred only in fecial comlbrts ! We cannot ^ue 
conclude that, by thefe inftrudive leflTons of moitaH" 
U^y, tbe divine intention is to refine and purify, and 
tot fcew aU wtio behoM them the neceiSty^ the great 
neceffity, of having our minds centred where Hue-' 
tuating things can never come. This was, beyond* 
a doubt, the happy fituation that her mind was tit 
fiunctinoe before her departure; for, about a week- 
before her death, (he told her hufband, *^ that hei" 
miad was fteadity fixed upon the joys to come ;" antf 
added, <^ { am f^afible I fball not recover; and X 
have now been where thc;y vi^ere linging Halk- 
lujabs to die Higheft,.ancl it was pki^fant in my ears. 
I have feen the beautiful fituation of the inhabitants 
of the new Jerufelem :'* with many fimilar expref- 
fion3i which I have hardly either leifure or room to* 
infeit} bat th9 foreggliig will give thee an idea of 
the copafortable ftat« her nynd was in, which- flie 
appeared t^^ furdSMrve 10 tk^ laft* 



The two following pieces of religious' poetry ap^ 
pear to have been compofed, tht firft in die year 
1778, fqon after her return from a vifit to fome cif 
^her friends, and the latter fome ironfiderable time 
afterwards ; 'and as they are folemn and inftru£live 
lines, and defcribe the pious and exercifed frajiie fk 
her fpirit, they claim a place in this c<jfle6lion#' 
O ^ 
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.Though ihe poflefled a coniiderable talent for this* 
ibrt of compofition, yet (he cultivated itbutlitdcy 
and very i^rely indulged herfelf therein. Thit. may 
have proceeded from an apprebenfion^ that it too- 
often tends to draw out^ and habituate the mind ta» 
Aiplay of unfelt fentiments ', a too high colouring, if 
not a &lie reprelentation,. of things ; and a decora* 
lion of language, inconfiilent.with the iknplicity.of 
truth* It i%y indeed^ a talent whicfa^ in it$> exprcife^ 
requires very great circumQiedion ; and, m* the 
leading to which it Leads> a religioua guard and 
Jimitattoiw 



TW clodied now with dafi:,:iba'^tfae pui» ffreaia . 
Qf fecial converfe and congenial love> ^ -^ ' . 

Now offers me its balm, yet doth my JToyl^ 
In retrofpeA, far other feenes furvey. 
Far other foufces for energic pow'rs.. 
How can my pen pouitiay the deep diftrefr^" 
How paint the angulQi of a heart that bled^ 
Or how defcrlbe the current as it flowed 
From for;aw*s briny deepa ? It fiiHs ; and loft 
In recoUe£liQn*s maze, the mind that felt. 
Can only now explore the ambient main, 
WbkJi, with impet'ous hafte,. my little bark 
O'erflow'd, and feem'd to (ink it in th' abyfs* 
But lay, why funk it not i by what kind ImoA 
Was it fuftain'd I or why was it not dclv*a 
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Againft that rock, on which fo many fph't. 
And pour their mournful accents to the waves ? 
'Twas nor thjH*elf that did fupport; 'twas not 
Thy ftrcngth bore up : thou canft not thus convert 
Th' overwhelming furge of mourning into joy. 
Then who ? That great I AM, that Majefty 
Who made the bu(h his temple, and whofe flames 
G^nfum'd it not ; who breaketh by his word, 
And'with confolatory bands binds up ; 
Did he* not condefcend to Intervene ? 
Did he not fay, " Be fti)l, it is enough,** 
Yea, with companionate regard, pour'd in 
The wine and oil ? Forget it not, my foul ? 
Nor feck a greater joy : yet patient be 
In fulFering } in feafons of dlftrefs^- 
When nature pours her bitters in thy hearty 
When heav'n feems brafs, and earth with iron bars 
Doth hold its cheering. goodlinefs from thee; 
Then with a calm refigned mind give up» 
Freely furrender all thau calleft thine ^ 
No longer reft on Jordan's banks, but witk 
Stability ftep in, anJ learn to know 
That ftones there Are which for memorials fervp f 
Then bring them up from thence, as proofs where thou* 
Haft.been,. and therewith raife thine Ebcnezer. 

But ah )' bow thoughtlefs in this profpVous ftate»r 
Which now I view^vbut not with 'equal eyej 
Yet humbled in the dcrft, implore thy aid, 
Thy care^ thou benefaftor kind ! or how 
&*anl>,amidfi each fmiling fcene, fele£t ' 

05. 
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And cull the chiefeft and the beft of all 
That's offered ! How render thee thy due 
For benefit*", " thy mercy and thy truth !" 
Through ev'ry difpeniacion of thy love. 
Through cv'ry miniftration of thy judgments f 
Grant, ah ! grants a felf-abafed fpirtt ^ 
That (oy thy great fupreme commands, thy wilL 
May be obe)r'd, and mine as clay be form'd. 

And ye, my friends ! who lately were and are 
The fwee^endear*d companions of my life, 
Ah ! may we long each others bleffings (hare j 
Soften each* forrow, intermix each joy. 
With unity of fpirit foar above 
Thefe tranfitory things, and as we rife, 
'J'ogether drink the well refined wine ; . 
And in that pure and purifying ftream. 
Which from the throne of the Moft High proceeds 
Witnefs ou,r minds repeatedly baptis^'d. 



My foul afcends, in humble Righr,. 

Above thefe tranfient woes, 
And fiird with fangs as in the night,. 

She to the mountain goes* 

With harp and pipe, to celebrate 
The praife of Zion's King, 

And, with a weaned mind proftrate, 
An bumble dff 'ring bring. 
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prepare the off'ring, facred flame, 

And confecrate my ground, 
That, by the virtue of thy name. 

Acceptance may be found. 

Thy gracious majefty that ddgi^s 

The contrite foul to hear. 
Thy wifdom that for ever reigns, 

Bid humbled minds draw near. 



Shall I refufe theft to prefent 

The offering of my Will, 
Shall I ungratefully confent 

Th' immorul birth to kill ? 

Forbid it, Lord I and aid my foul 

The conflifts to ^endure, 
Which, thro* thy merciful control^ 

Make all things new and pure. 

O grant thy alUfuftaiiiihg arm. 

My drooping^ mind to bear. 
And, with thy confolations waf m, 

Prcferve me from defpair ! ' 

'Hiou know*ft the tribulated path, - 
Which leads from death to life. 

Thou know'ft the baneful dragon's wrathj 
His cnmity^ and ftrife. 

0'6^ 
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Thy light and trutb>. raoft gracious Go3^ 
Withhold not from nLy foul j: 

Nor yet thy wife chaftifing rod,. 
Nor David's wafbing pool. 

In faith and patience, centre deep' 

The myft Vies thou reveals ; 
And, with an everlafting deep. 

And thy immor^al^feals, 

Envelope each unworthy view 5 . 

That (an£kified aright, - 
Thy glorious caufe I may purf«e,. 

And witneft to the Itght^ 

Thus, thno' the few fucceeding fteps,, * 

Appointed me to run, 
Thy honour may be all in ^, 

Thy praife alone be fung. 



York, iftmontlv.1779— The rc-eftablilhment of 
oiir own, or our friend's health, from the verge of 
that eternity to which we are hafteuing, . ought to 
excite deep gratitude of mind,, and lead to a ftill 
greater degree of obedience and preparation far the 
final call. The feafoni; which I pafibd, and the me* 
ditations with which my mind was fupportedy whea 
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watching over my departing {fiends^) are, I think I 
Bnay fay^ continually before me*. How long and ho^v^ 
grovelling appeared every mundane thing T How in*?- 
fignificant the moft defirable connexions in life, when, 
compared with that certain portion of happinefs, that- 
i^nbounded fphere of felicity,, which is referved for 
the pure in heart V Even the ftrong tic* of friendfliipf 
and love were fubfervient to thefe feelings ;. infomuch 
that I have qiieried, when reflecting how thefe fetters* 
to our diflblution. were removed, whilft thofe impor-- 
tant profpeCls-were before me, "what ailed thec^.ofe 
thou fea, that ihou.fleddeft> thou Jordan,, that thou^ 
waik driven back ; ye mountains, that ye flapped like 
rams, and ye little hills, Uke lambs !'' fiutalas ! this 
lafted not long; for wheathefolenrn^awful meiTengeti 
had proclaimed liberty, toa captive fpirit,.and (ranflated 
it to. where mine could not afcend,.. then.arofe every, 
natural emotion,, and inftru£ted me,, that in /a conti-^ 
nual. warfare confided my peace. But what can L 
now fay ? For on thefe things, as on the manna that- 
was gathered yefterday, ami too apt to live, .without 
enough feeking.the frefh.defcendings of celeftial foody, 
and patiently fubmitting to that creative power, whiclv 
woi^d.form us into the ftate of a little child*. 

The aptitude of my difpofition to raife above tha 
humbling principle of.truthyand form tomyfelf a 
likenefs which may be compared to a marble ftatue^ 
or an.image of fubftantial good, often leads my. mind 
intO'deep lamentation and mourning ;. with a. painful 
fearji, that I (hall never be entitled to the handing^ 
forth of thi^ royal fceptre^ the piark of divine appo)* 
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bation ; but lo that fentence of depart^ and being £tt% 
as oti the left hand : yet when we furvey thefe fleetingr 
moments, or rather look over them Co the endlofe- 
ages that enfue, we cannot but conclude, that nothing 
ibort of a ftate" of infatuation would lead Us to ex- 
change, or even- rifque our everlafting well-being,. 
f^T the very beft things of this world. 

York, 4th month, 1779 — Alas ! how is a large 
degree of truth, inward excellence, and whatever 
eonftitutes true lovelinefi, removed ! how is the 
beauty Alien ! AfFe3ing inftance to us her fi^imdi^ ; 
but to that immortal fpirit in her which has long, in 
profped of a future glorious admiffion into the celef-' 
tial regions of lights been willing to defcend into the 
deeps,- and there behold the marvellous works of Him 
whom ihe> ferved,.it is a happy lot. Though ihe 
faffered much, though ibrrow came in the nighty in: 
the dofe of a world wherein (he had many troubles, • 
yet joy has, I doubt not,^fpruRg. in the morning, in 
die op^ening of an .endlefs day. How juAly^ may we 
rejoice on her- account, who- was counted worthy of 
' Ui early an entrance to where the aged whofe work is 
done, can but hope to be : a circumftance which the 
impatient mind,., I beliwe, . often wiihes for. A 
lamentation, for thofe.whaknew h^.worth, and who 
hoped for a^ future uniting with h^er in the covenant- 
of life, and of that wifilom which is from above, may, . 
with unfeigned propriety, be adopted. For my; own 
part, all that was within me, (when- 1 found what thy . 
intelligence was) feemed ftruek with amazement, 
and was loft for a*' time in reflc£Uon on her great aad 
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Awful change; but when I recoIIe£led myfelf, that 
flie was for ever removed ; and that, through the 
intricacies of life, I was left to move without her 
firiendfy affiftances,.and fellow-feeh'ng noind, a deep 
ftnfe of ndourning enfued: for from' fo fhort, and 
even from a long intcrcourfey I thinlc I never reaped fo- 
much folid benefit with any* And alais ! ihort^ghted- 
as I was> I imagined it an earned of fome future 
^owfliip in thi$ life ; and^ that, through the various 
trials diat attended ity^ a providential help might be 
difpenfed to us through each other, • But now, I find* 
it was the fulnefs allotted us, and that^. like Jonah's 
gourd, it fprung to me in. a night, and withered 
before the brightnefs of the day ; withered in a time 
wherein my wetknefs leads me too much to lean on 
fucb helps.. But this (hock relaxes the defire, and 
points to the ftrong tower, the refuge of the right- 
eous, where alone is true fafety : and oh ! may we 
Aee thither^ for the habitation is quiet and fure. . 

I very much fympathize with you in the prefent 
trial j: the lofs of 6> near and valuable a firiend. Your 
attachment I believe was ftrong, and the feparation 
hard4 but how much more profitable, if inftead of 
an. unavailing ferrow,. wc conlider the church's lofsj 
that one wha filled an ufeful iphere is removed, and 
coafequencly, that that ihare is left to devolve upon 
the ihoulders of. fome ; I fay, if we conitder and 
look fufficiently. at this, being willing ta ftep, if 
required, intxx her path, (which I know was fecretly 
exercifed^ not only for herfelf, but for the profperity 
9f the graat and noblf caufe), and thereby redeem 
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the lofs, how accepfeble mud that tribute bcy- in diir 
fight of Him who fees not as- man. fees j.and, if ie 
^ring from a heart devoted to- the work rather thaa> 
the reward, how truly profitable tO' ourfelves! The 
end of the righteous is deflrable, in whatever ftage^ 
of life it arriv.es ; but for my own- part, if I couid' 
hope mine wouldbe fuch, LownJ cannot help feeKng! 
a wiih, that its approach might be in die early on 
middle part : in what the defire originates, I cannot: 
pretend toTay, but it is,, perhaps, in fome unjuftifiabld* 
part of. &lf-lov«. 

YoKKy 6th month, 1779 — How acceptable was 
thy account of th^ latter,,and laft endtof our beloved 
friend ! My mind often recurs to it for hope, and for 
ftrengtb to^perfevere and to obtain ; but there appears 

'h much to conftitute our claim to the peaceful abode,, 
into which the righteous only can enter j that my mind 
enjoys but a fmall portion, of faith to believe if will 
ever reach its confines. Yet Lam fometimes led to 
confider^. whether our refearches after happinefs, are 
not too muclkaAttated by principles of.felf-Iove; and 
whether it i&confiftent.with.the benevolence which 
the goipel inculcates,, that in all our concerns, and 
the exercife of our greateft. virtues, we Ibould be 
continually inquiring after the reward : does^ it not, 
my friend, (for I really doliot know) indicate a Iktle* 
nefi of. mind, and a want of confidence in Him who 
is, *^ juft and equal in all his ways ? ** For in our 
works thefe is no merit to the creature : if we trui^ 

' not, where is our faith ? if we perfevere not, where- 
16 ourrpatience ?: and if in this life, we partake of tlis 
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Mnt& of that joy which is fowA for the upright, 
where is the glorious referve for futurity? Should we 
not then, if ova minds were clothed wiA the nobility 
of the fpirit in which we believe, refign all tbingS) 
and being humble^ fuffer all things $ and do all things 
in pore lov^ excluitve of any felfifli view t 

In your county, as well as ours, there are a few 
who have not bowed the knee, nor facrifked to the 
workmanibtp of men's hands; yet the general depra* 
vity does, fo «ften obilruA the current of lift^ and 
thereby ftagger the feeble mind, that i believe you 
often experience, a feeking water and finding none } 
but fear not, for He in whom is the fulnefe of ftrengtb^ 
is your Tefiige. 

Thorn, 8th month, 1779— Though I am firm in 
the belief, that if we ea^rience the work of true 
r^qietation, all our altachmenu muft be tried in a 
furnace, which the natural underftanding cannot of 
itfelf eomprehend^ and that die precious muft be fep»« 
rated bom the vile, by the .myflerious operations of 
the dirine hand ; yet I do alTo hope, that ours wiEbo 
permitted id ftand, and that^ if we live to furvive tho ^ 
ftrength of that youthful ardor with which our, pre* 
fent union is heightened,, there wiU be enjoyed a fel* 
lowibip, better and more pure than any we have yet 
experienced, and againft which, all the fiery dans of 
the enemy will never be able to prevaiU This, and 
fimilar to this, is, next to the immediate influence of 
the divine pr^fence, what I ftrongly covet to partake 
of, in thi^ viciffitude and vale of tears | wherein a . 
cvp IS fiMnetlmes banded, which is (6. repugnant tg^ 
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our nature, that .we canMt hdp emtreating, Let U, I 
pray tbee^ pafeirott «ie. Butohl du^ we mybr 
* fisMiod woir%to enjojr the cdefttaJl Ueffogs dk^pfsiicd 
to tbe ^Chfiil, by oWdtesiCQ to that power, whicb itt 
all its workiogs temk to crucify icl^ an4 prepaie tbs 
mind to adopt th^. lefiaed laKguage o^ <' jwt vtf 
wH, but. tkine be tee." Tke more a^minl polTdfes 
of that wtflom and oatttce, which ad m of^tiott 
to tbe true fimpUcitjr of a Itttk cktl^ die greaaer mufr 
be the exevcife;. and tf it has kng r^fed ibe clear 
maoifeftations of duQr> it i& ho vooder if a fcafon of 
paiafiil uncertainty eofiiBS. 

SHBrtutLD, 9th mondv i779«-» Art thoa in health f 
Art diou ftrong in Him who goeth before thee, and 
who hath promifed that Hi^ jgli9«yihall be the reward. 
of Ae number that deal pmdently, anct go aot ff 
fight? i£«h ItL 12^ xj. Hovpttbdckthei^of 
fiscb appear, wfaci have thia giwyfbr a light t»tliatr^ 
fcer^ and the di vind^f UhnfoiMAed ko^^ to j^tt^ 
path ! It i$ no "wonder that a way fliould oAa» open^ 
whate the bumanonderftandiJig (which is dsH^ ami 
coeipfefacnda net the thii^ of the fpicb) cm fee oa 
way^ and that « very necefiaryrefirdhnmnt ihoii)^ ho 
inter^fed therein. I fometimes think it ia a i^TOury 
that an eye Is opened into this path, and that thou^ 
the advancement in it is faiall, if there be any^ j^ 
thtis feeing, and preffing forward, we may obtain. 
I hope thou art treading Ai» fere geouiid, and that 
tiiy memOrialsy wiiich are AMiwght from the bottom 
of the pirifying waters of Jordan, sure not hid ; or if 
^T ^ ^^ it is on}y far their reiinement. But 



I 
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perhaps they are like the fling ftones wHich Daivid 
had ready in his bag^ tiU tike appotnted time of oieet- 
ing the defier of Ifrael was come^ and are to be alike- 
poweritil in prevaiitAg againft the esenies of the 
poor, and fbc zOiOei jf^Ofity wkkh Mmjht glared 
in the day of general cakoii^. But he diis as it 
may, ebcdiciiee is ftSl to W attended tc^ and die 
prophet's, advice iqa eia ber ed^ ef not fcddng to oor^ 
felve& great thiiq;s^ but fin be content wWi ewrf 
dt^pen&tioii^ whether of want or of pkenC^r. When 
this fitvatioa is in any d^ee attunvdy bow diankfU 
do wr feel for eveil n fnatl appeafwce ct g^i (» 
if tbr divine preience if no more beMdy than by the 
putting forth of His hand tbrou|^ the Me of the 
docMT, itfiatfiiiaihsandrcfteflmtttidfer^asfooA 
foe oaay days^ 

Yeuc, lotb montb^ iyyy«*4!t>aa ! ■ > < ■■ » 1 §g^ 
for her fnafnemlj^, and bate often dwght of mUkig 
to her I hut it has U often occinrisd, chat iRXCcpt fhir 
great Shcftenl of Ifrael afift her, whence flWtt 
aiiother do it ? As Us voi^ faia^ Cfool^ and bii prot^ 
ictSio% are undonbtndly ofeed,' it b toety weak ib 
fuppofe that the language of diis creatifire can eqUSl 
the Vbtce of this ChamFier.r if indeed it do not dero«- 
gate> <^Iam inclined to think ildees) firom die 
omnipotence and Wildbm of ont holy head : and i 
foiiietrmes think, that nothing pmves more the d^ 
rooted' dbpiavity of die human mih<^ tvta when 
niearurabiy iHuminU iMlh'tlie brightn^sfs and glory 
of the eternal excellency, than lobkii^ at the meth^ 
bers for help^ and ciiaving it from, that often "^poor^ 
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benumbed quarter, kheh, at the fame time, it migjit 
be (aid, « You have an Hinflion from the Holy One, 
and you know thefe things/' 

YoRKi ift month, xySo-i-Therc appears to mCt 

no joy like the joy of the righteous, nor any urfity 

like dieirs; and neact to the immediate influences of" 

. the divine Spirit, it is^o me defirabte* But obedience 

betng the terms of this great and valuaUe pofeffion, 

what numbers, for want of diis, are deprived of it.) 

Yet he who is infinite in condefeenflon, and whbfir 

love is imutterable, deigns tarewaid fer every little 

ietvic^ and grants^ at time% a fibred view of die 

myflery of his own church, and his marvellous work 

therein. My frieod is, I doubt not, well inftnifbd 

91 thefe things^ and though I si£o believe (t is a time 

of .ixiffering like Jacob's, when the ftin confumed by 

day, and the fiofr byrgtgbe; yet He who knows ouir 

neceffitry.'Mfinement^^s able to limit die waters, 

lifm they do nat overflow us, and, in. bis own tn&ey 

wm fay to the operation of the furnace, ^< it is 

enough/^ ; Till then, I tntft deep will « utter unto 

4^p,".and with nin iocteaft' of fiftflfei mg> we ihaft 

experience an increafe of holy feIIowfli^«. 

York, 3d mondi, lySo^My dear friend^ tetfier 
W-^ too acceptable to tie long unacknowledged ;[- 
l^ecaufc: it revived in the breaft of her friend all lk&' 
cofdi^ity of an. union and ftlloww&eltng,. which h 
Irttft do not originate in the part appoiiOed for de^^' 
ftru^ion^ but are rather the ofisjpring of mind& 
en^iged^ (thougUi feebly) to travail on as in greats 
WC«ikaefe and fear^ and fometimes having no language 
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to exprefs, either to the Fountain of good, or to one 
another, but V lighs unutterable.'' HoW infinite i^ 
the condefcenfion of that precious influencei which 
hdpeth thefe our infirmities, and is touched with a 
feeling of them ; aiding the mind, with a degree Qf 
holy confidence, after all its apparent exclufions fr<H^ 
the participation or divine good, once more to look 
towards his holy habitation. And as it is through 
fufferings that our natures are refined and (anAified,. 
they muft not be of our own dioofing, becaufe the 
fuflFering might then, in a great meafure, ceafe, and 
that necefiary heat which attends the fiirnace of afflic* 
tion, and which purifies the mineral, get quenched ; 
for fo depraved are our ideas of things, , that I hav^ 
' thought, and in fome meafure felt, that even in our 
baptiims of Ipirit, we would wifh to have a choice y (o 
active h felf, that it cannot be Satisfied without a fphere 
to moire in* Think not, my beloved firiend, that I 
c^nCider this as a peculiar propenfity of thine ; for it 
rathpr occurred as a degree of painfiil experience* .1 
have often viewed your fituation, (and j)arti9ularly 
fince the receipt of thino this morning) as almoft too 
trying for ftefh and blood ; but He who placeth the 
members of his church, and appoints them their lo^, 
does, not leave their fupports to flow dhrougb thefe 
corrupt iburces, but marketh their fteps, and, per* 
baps (|itite biddenly, coafirms the feeble knees, an4 
kadeth ,them in a way tbey know not. My mind is 
frequently too much dqprefled, and ibmetknes toflol 
with tempefts^ to admk a confolatory fentimen^ 
much lefs to offer my friend Ihe lan^age of §^ 
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counigeneiitt nwcrdiders I <cannot faelp expirfiag 
«iy lunsk belief diat aH four troubks will work to- 
gether for goody and that the deeper thejr are,^ 
"greater will be the preparation for a glorious reward, 
in the houfe of the one Father, with whom r^ook of 
' remembrance is written* 

CocKiRMOVTH^ 4tb mondi, i/So^^— I want to 

hear how yoit feel yonriUres at your new faabita- 

<tion, and whether it proved a Gofhen to —- — , whofc 

mind has often felt to me to be fecretly clad with 

£ifrkcIoth, even when perhaps GA>eying the command, 

to waft and to anoint, rather than appear to men 

as if fafting : and as 'diis is a fituation neceilary for 

usy its continuance adminifters no caufe of dlfcon- 

tent, if we have but an evidence that we have not 

ftefppcdout of the holy inclofurc ; finding the fcnco 

'^f divine appointment to be about us, no matter what 

we fuffer. It is not for our rejoicings, and what 

' feels comfortable to ourfelves, that we can expert a 

reward ; but rather for oiir trials and probations, if 

we endupe thein wi^ patience ; and even for thefe 

we have no reafon to expe£l a full reward ; for if 

diat were the cafe, whcre^ would be the referve for 

' the fruition of joy in.the life to come ? Neyerthe- 

lei^ we do fometime^ get favoured, in our wildemeTs 

journey, with a little br^d handed in fecret, and with 

' an 6pening of the brook by die way ; and the remem- 

' brance of our partakitig 6f this together, refrefhes 

' and ftrengdiens in ibme gloomy feafons. I hiive 

* often reafon to number youi^ friendly regard to mc 

%m6i\gtk' (he ble^gs of n)y llfei and I fomctimes 
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j^tikyin tha icelin^of a acaroeft I dnnibe i^ctiicj 
4hat my flffedidn ta jou is ncrf left thatn^ial. May 
'I be pfefervbd werlfajr this ftUowftip, and^ by att 
Incr^fe of psriity, find ah tncreale oiF chat uiiiOA <ff 
fpirit wbkh lives beyond tte gnnr^! I thiiik nothing 
has more cdndtioed to my ctnifidencc ili, and 'fellow- 
-feeling with yoU) than the belief that ybur reproof 
rand plain dealing would be as readily admimftered 
•to Bie, as your encoars^ment} and I befbech^you, 
never lofe fight of this opennefs, for I am furely 
.-one of the weakeft and moft fntl df the Mrhole flock 
and femily, if I am worthy to be included in the 
numbor : and yet, if I know ifty »ow»i heart, it is 
not rayfelf, but the caufe which I have in view} and 
t wifli for ftill more of that di^ofition which can en- 
able us to iky, ^ let the ri^tcous fmite me, and it 
.fliaH be a kindne& ; let him teprove me, and it On ll 
be ail excellent oil/' 

CocKEiMDUTH, 5th mondi, J78o-^*>How truhjr 

valuable is this precious unity which, liloe the oil that 

rwas poured upon the head of Aaronf remains to 

anoint the trery (kirts of the garmeias^ of thofe who 

have obtained the mark of difcipleihip, to love one 

another! Ih the renewal of it, I leel greater con- 

^ fohtion than is ufually beftowed upon me from caufes 

. of dtis kind, becaule there are &w indeed with whom 

' X find myfelf nearly uniied^ or wbbfe regard affords 

' me relief in tbie time of want, although I know tbem 

«io be £ir iuperior to myfelf; infomuch thut I con« 

■' dude the command is certainty to- me, '^ falute no 

wQoe by the way«" Btit glad I am thai there is ^n 
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exception to tbisy and ditt I hope I can in At sigfit 
line fidute my friend by the way, and vifit him in the 
wildernefsy where all who are united to die true 
church muft chiefly dwell, and wait for its redemp^ 
tion: and if this he not found in our tim^, Mre have 
yet reafon to hope, that having partaken in fome 
meaf^re of its fufFerings, whether principally for 
ourfelves as members, or fer^ the whole body> this 
offering will be acceptable to the Searcher of hearts^; 
and then, if in His wi(dom Ibme of our days {hould 
jirove to be few and full of forrow, may we not 
look towards the morning ef a better day, and aa 
inheritance in that country whoTe '^nHabftants never 
lay, they are Tick? Were it not, now and then, for. 
a little of this hope which lives within the vail, I 
know not how things would be got through ; fo (el* 
fi(h ai^ I that I fear the reward is too much an ob« 
je(% and not that perfect love which caftedi out 
fear, and is ready to obey and fulFer all things for 
the work's iake. 

York, 9th month, lySo*-! have felt a more thaf 
ufual impuUe to falvite ihee, my much beloved friend, 
and, according to my little ability, to ftrengthen theie 
in repeating the efforts tiriitch I truft thou art, at 
timeSj €<mcerned to ufe for thy own everlafiing wel« 
£»re, by. turning a deaf car to the'fubtle iniinuations 
of the advep&ry, who is evidently feeking thy de- . 
flru^pn* I am well convinced that no language I 
can ufe, except it be blefS^ with the efficacy, as well 
as appearance, of indifputable truth, will ever be ae* 
^eptable to thee, or prove profitable ^ and it is,..! 
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may truly lay, at this time particularly, the fervcDt 
engagement of my mind, that thou mayft come to » 
iettlement in that power which is unchangeable ; and 
whidi would, if thy anxieties and deftrvdive heat ot 
^irit were more damped, inftrud thee ftill further 
in the myftery df ^thyfelf, and that of godlinefs which- 
is profitable for <hee. 

With what/nanner of love hath the Father loved 
thee ? haA often in efFeft been the query and ex- 
clamation of my mind, when the wonders of thy 
ddiverance from Egyptian bondage have occurred^ 
with an evidence oif th^ Hand that wrought them^ 
and of that ihighty power which hath caufed the built 
to burn before thee, and convinced thee that the 
ground whereost .thou iloodft was he9y. As fure aSi 
ever he was with Ifrael, and with Mofes their leader, 
he is with thee ; and thy truft in him, and feekin^ for. 
a paffive ftate of mind in that wildernefs travel which- 
may be affigned, will, I believe, effdSt fhy^ arrival- 
at the Land of Promife* But think not, my beloved 
itiend, when there is a want of water, and of tlyic 
refrefliment which thd immortified wiR is eagerly^ 
thirfling srfter, to ufe the means whereby the meek* 
nefs of Mofes was overcome, to ftriire the rock, and 
thereby ofFeodthat holy providential care, which wiU^ 
never have thee to fufFer.for want of true knowledge^ 
but will be found to provide th^ with food in due 
/eafon ; and though it may not alws^ be pleaCmt^ 
but, at times, itiay refembie Mam's waters for bitter- 
Jiefs, yet the fpiritual Canaan being in vifw, and not, 
expected on this fide Jordan, the riv^r of truejudg*^ 
P 
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iiient, it will animate to ftill greater degrees of rir* 
fue, fiich as patience, fortitude^ and ftrength, in diis 
holy travail. 

Under a renewed befief diaC thov art in the place 
allotted bydirine wiflom, I fed an eameft folicitude, 
Aat thou mayft be ftrengthened to difchaige thy 
^uty in every good word and work ; and that He who 
hath plucked thy feet out of much mire and clay, may 
not only let thee upon the immoveable Rock, and 
cftabUih thy goings, but^ in His own time, put fucb 
a fong of ddiverance into thy mouth, as will laft to 
all eternity* It is, my dear friend, with a love which 
I truft is more dian natural, that I re-ialute thee, 
^nd bid thee be of good cheer, and labour to dete<2 
every delufion, for tnily there is light enough for it. 

York, loth month, 178a— Animated with die ^ 
dKilions of much love aiid near fi:Ilowfliip, I have 
■umy times ftcretly fthited you fince my abrupt de- 
farture from •«*•») where I was thankful to feel, 
after a long fiift from feniible enjoyments, cither re- 
ligiotts or focial, that there is yet an union to be at* 
tfinti with thf fpirit of pure iovej and that we can 
in a ftate of ni«itability, in proportion to our £uth» 
fMneis, partake together of its binding influence. A 
levival of thtf ienfe, J was and am, I hope, grateful 
fOTy and ^bd to find a fimilar fentiment in my com- 
pmion. I neiAer teceived nor expeAed any great 
peace and reward foi the offering of paying you a vifit, 
which was not completely of the free*wiU fort ; but 
^s much I may by, that a degree of comfortable 
Ijmntty aicende4 my fctuming flMd.««-^To ^ow 
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myfelf in the way ef meetings, in idiich my attend* 
ance has not appeared to be in the movings of lights, 
is not, in my idea, without danger : for if we depend, 
though in ever fo fmall a matter, upon a putting forth 
which has not a little clearnefs for its evidence, we 
may lilcewife conclude it to be equally fife, to oflTcc 
our fervice £rom as doubtful animpulfei and thus, 
I am apprehen£ve, a clouded ftate may enfue. And 
having been accuftomed to adopt things, through 
perhaps a willingnefs <o do good, which have not 
borne the royal impreiEon, our diftinguiihing feel* 
ings. may gradually become fo weakened, that the 
pure unmixed word may get fuUied, and the power* 
ful demonftration thereof decreafe. Tlus-is a feati^ 
ment which I offer by way of apology for myfelf) 
and yet I would not have my friends to conclude, 
that I believe great openings are to be looked for 
in every little fervice. If the 4b» token of rain be 
ever fo fmall, yet if it be (o fure as to bear the. 
compax ifon of the cloud of the fize of a man's hand^ 
I am of opinion, (though not always willing to ac- 
cept it) that it is as ^much to be depended upon, as 
if the clouds were opened,, and we felt the fhowers 
from thence. It is certainty, though ever ib little, 
in appearance, that I wiih to follow* 

MANCHESTERjiftmonth, 1781— The trials which 
I believe are in infinite wifdom allotted to the rightly, 
concerned, are many, of which, I truil, we have 
been favoured to fliare; y<et ii^e have no need ta 
ma^ our way harder^ by adding, fo. continually our 
ow^udgments, and. difcoun^^ments, .up<m them^, 
P 2 
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making comparifons which we have no right to do^ 
and weighing things which can only be tried in the 
balance of the fan£tuary : for we know fo little of 
things above as, that we are very incompetent judges 
who ftand moft in divine approbation. I cannot but 
itouch wilh that — — — would grow wifer refpeiling 
theie things^ and endeavour to fliut out difcourage- 
ments which do not come in the line of wifdom; and 
^en, I am (atisfied^ fkt would find her way to be as 
eafy as (he thinks mine is, and would be convinced 
that her labours have been more acceptable to him 
who put her forth, than (he will often allow. 

Manchestsr, ift month, i78i-*-Does not Solo- 
aion lay, diat a few words fitly fpoken are like apples 
of gold in pi&ures of filver ? I think he does 5 but 
whether or not| it is fo in the ibripture of my heart, 
and your lines prove the juftnefs of it. Feeling has 
no fellow, and if the addreft be but felt by the receiver 
in the covenant of true love, it is fometbing like fucb 
a-miniftry as I covet, where words are loft in power^ 
Deceitful as I know my own heart to be, I will not 
allow that my remembrance of you arifes wholly from 
<^ an imbibed favourable impreilion in times paft,'* 
and that a perfonal abfence revives it. I fhould 
conclude that to be a formal attachment which hath 
4K)thing but age for its origin, and is not fupported 
with repeated renewals of life* Is this. the inward 
tie that no change can break ? The love that many 
ifaters cannot quench, or the floods ol affliftioa 
jdeftroy i Surely it is not of that natiire which -^zn 
^iidure the fire^ and be refined 4>j it i it is more ake 
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the bafe metsd which would rife as the fcuth, and btf 
loft, thai> the folid gold that appears afterwards, and* 
is able to endure even the feventh purification^ 

York, 3d month, 1781— I think I have entered! 
into my domeftick ftation, with a degree of awfulnefr 
and fear, and not without an humble fenfe of the 
unmerited favours I received from divine condefc^ipr 
fiouy and from my friends during die ceflation of itr 
And notwittiftanding many deep trials attend out* 
leaving home, when under an apprehenfion of duty, 
and many painful jealoufies neceflarily arife, left the 
imoft important of caues fhould fufTer, yet when we 
are in a fettled fatisfadion, or under the cares of a' 
&mly, :by not being fo frequently put iipon*a fefife 
of our danger, and of our ow^i unfitnef6*to do good 
of ourfelves, our minds are apt to lofe their centre, 
by getting off the watch, and fo become dii&pated 
and carried away with trifling th^gs > at leaft widi> 
things fliort of that- certain treafure which is fecureJ 
out of the reach of either moth or ruft ; and 'thea 
Ihey become to us (however plaufible to that wifdoai- 
which cannot comprehend the myftery of godlinefs) 
unfubftantial trifles. Thus we fee the neceffity Of 
having a foundation of our own ; and' we heed «ot 
that another fhould build upon us, but by that fame 
power which clire<5ted the firft fton^, fimilar to what 
was and is laid in Zion, tried, ele£t, and precious^, 
whereby we may be built up in the moft holy &ith« 
I often find it my duty, ftrl£tly to fcrutinize into the 
moving caufe of my ftepplngs in various refpe<£ts }• 
and notwithftanding the greateft abafednefs is my? 
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Axcj on viewing my own innumerable frailties, and 
inability often to turn my mind availingly to the ih- 
Tincibk fortrefi) even in times of deep probation ; 
yet if there was not a fecret^ teftimony in my heart, 
that it is much my lot to know an abftradion from 
human dependencies, my feelings would be infup- 
portable, beeaufe I could not look for that peace vAudi 
is preferved from human mixtures and interruptions. ' 
York, 4th mondi, 1 781— Weary indeed I have 
felt myfelf of diis changeable world for a few days 
paft : perhaps it proceeds from too great an indulgence 
to that eye, which is viewing the difcouragements of 
the prefent day, ^and which has caufe to run down 
with water,.for the flain of the daughter of Zion* 
How are the Aarons removed, and removing, and 
fuch as might feem likely to receive the garments^ 
have the work cut fhort in righteoulhers ! How the 
ftandard*be«rers faint, and how doth the enemy pre-> 
vail in his transformations, in deceiving and drawing 
down even of the priefthood ! In contemplating thefe 
Shirtgs, I think I may fay, that I never felt my mind 
fimilarly clad with a ftate of fccret mourning and 
Cickclotb, as fmcc you left us ; infomuch that I am 
ready to inquire, who fliall ftand ; Or from whence 
can tne watchers come, that will faithfully difcharge 
their truft upon our walls, in a future day. I am daily 
convinced of the great need there is for me frequently 
to be taken throughout in pieces, that no conielinefs 
may remain to fel^ nor manna be preferved from 
one day to another ; that my own ftate, and the wil- 
dernefs ftate of the church, may be (though not fully 
yet), clearly feen. 
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I/E|GHTON Buzzard, 6th month, 178 1 — I have, 
9ktr contending my ground by inches, ventured td) 
ftt off towards a place which I have often looked at 
with a kind of dread and difmay ; from an apprehen* 
Hon that it llrongly rdembles that great city Babylon*, 
in which it is hard to be preferved from tailing of the 
cup, cither in a greater or lefs degree ; and where, \( 
-there even be prefervation from this^ deep fuiFering 
miift be the confequence > a (late not likely for flelh 
and blood readily to enter into. I can truly fay it is 
in great fear and atbafement of mind, that I advance 
towards iti earneftly defiring to be kept to that power 
which difcovcreth the hidden things of darknefs, and 
^ews us the difFcrent fources of feif-Iove.- 

YoRK, nth month, 1781 — We are fometSmes af 
a lofe to account for our own adlicnSf becaufe they 
{proceed from caufes unfearchabie to us, and whicli) 
we are led infenfibly to co:nply with for our own 
goody that that part in us which is appointed for 
deatb> and which, by means of the flaming fword, is^ 
totally feparated from the tree of Ufe,. may receive iia 
food nor vigour to fupport it. Since I iaw thee^. 
many and complicated have bten the concerns and 
feelings of my mind v new caufes and new anxieties 
have occurred, from which I have fecn great need tp' 
procure a fecret dwelling in a quiet habitation, and 
to crave daily affiflance to abide therein, that my own- 
root might not be more impoverifhed; but that by 
an inward attention to the voice of the true fliepherdy» 
a more intimate acquaintance with him might bo-' 
cultivated,, and a greater fubjfclion of fpirit expe-^ 
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rienced; whereby I (hould be more clothed with that 
true humility and pure fimplicity which are efTential 
to the caufe of righteoufnefs, and neceflary for die 
prefervation of our minds in a ftate of acceptance 
with Him, who fees not as man fees, but who knows 
what His wifdom has prohibited to us, and marks our 
obedience. 

How afFe£bing was the removal of our beloved 
— — 1 Silent aftonifliment, and fecret mourning, 
for an individual, and general lofs, was all the lan- 
guage I could ufe. My heart was indeed aiFe£led, 
and is not lefs fo in the fre(h feeling of a diflTolved 
affcdionate tie, and of the uncertainty of all our 
comforts and attachments, notwithftanding they may 
in profpeft appear durable. But as we do believe 
there fs an union which exifis beyond the grave, a 
fellowfhip unconfined to thefe mortal bodies, how 
ftrong an incentive js it to purchafe this permanent 
inheritance, though at the expenfe of our natur^ 
icrvour, and that friendftiip which is conceived in the 
falfe refinements of the human imagination 5 and 
;ivhich being tinflured with the gilded impurities 
^nd dregs of nature, becomes of that kind which is 
lit enmity with God, becaufe not fubjetft to the 
power of His crofs. To be ftripped of ourfelves, 
to be fimple^ to be fools in our own eyes, and in the 
eyes of others, arc experiences not *pointed to by 
our own difpofitions, but are indtfputajbly the way 
to that kingdom which flefh and blodd cannot in- 
herit. By yielding to this way, how humbly may 
we, commemorate that power which gives accord- 
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ing to our advancement, the viflory over a hoft of 
oppoiition, and dims that eye in us in which our 
enemies are magnified ; giving a holy confidence 
that binds up the mind, humbly exalts it above thefe 
momentary things, and, by meafuraUy uniting us 
to itfelf, enables to difcem the origin of our feed- 
ings, and what proceeds from them, by tracing them 
to their fpring,. ai^d proving them in the light. Our 
experience h fmall, but, I truft we mutually long for ^ 
diat which is good^ may we each be, more and^ 
more,, drawn from every mixture of felf, and be-- 
come as a weaned child ! 

York, 1 2th month, 178 1 — If I had known your 
plan of proceedings, it is likely I fliould have m€t 
thee with a few lines fomewhere;vbuta inorielof 
friendly converfe, or a token of true regar^l, may,, 
p^erhaps, be as acceptable now thou art returned to^ 
a more homely. fare, > and feeling a little more defcent 
to fome inferior:lervice in the houfe, than wa^ then 
allotted; Notwithftanding thofe that viAt the trtie 
feed in this declining day, feldom^fiiid themfelves, 
either fecretlyor^puMickly, mounted on the king's 
horfe,- but. rathei>. have to experience a baptifm into- 
its fu^rings, and a fellowfhip. therewith ;- yet even ^ 
in this flate, ifroup mi^ds are kept lov^* eri ough, anfd^ 
in a fitaation ready to receive and dwell under the- 
divine allotmenty^ there is a ftrength attends it, of/ 
which the moft favoured fervants, we have caufe to * 
telieve, are often ftrrpped on their return.* No won- 
der, then, if We, who are infants in this forvice, fliould t 
be fiiffered to feel' eurieiVes, as the dry botte^^inlli^-* 

P5. 
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open vaDey. Under dits ftate of humiliation befonr 
Htm who knows all things, and who wifety drips us^ 
of our judgment, in order to refine it, how beautiful 
that reply to the query, " can Aefe bones Kvc i^' 
Thou knoweft, oh Lord ! In this humble fituation, 
how ready are we to receive the refurredion of life, 
or to wait for it die appointed time, till all unprofit- 
able moifture isexhaufted, and the feafons have pafled 

over us ! A moft affeding circuftiftance it if, 

that a man, and indeed afamiiy, ftandkig in apparent 
approbation as — ^ did, fliould. bring &ich difhonour 
to the caufe, and themfetves be plunged in fucb^ 
deep diftrels \ It is, however, a pioof how we ought,, 
in. whatever we do, to fix our eye upon the right 
9hyc&y, and to. prefer a confift^cy wkh the truth,, 
to our appearance in the eyes of men.^ fo> eertainly 
if thi$ had been moft the ^c^agementof many minds>. 
therc^ wouM have been f^dervatton experienced firom 
many of tbefe painfut and diflionourable circum.* 

\ &||Ci|iiKU>, lA month, , 1 79si— My remembranQe 
^ of thbe was tenderly affe^lk>naue,,and a fdicitude ac^ 
I'COtnpaoied it, that we may live fo. neac the pure 
life of truth), halving our minds freqyently^firtpiied.of 
wliaifoever it tinAurcd with the gilded impuskies. o£ 
nature, as to feel anincreafe o& unity therein. When 
I am led to confider my. own aptnefs to get from 
under the power of the cmby. a. fear, is ready to en- 
c«r,>thrt4hc garments, the coverings ofmjf mind, 
which fkay, in fome fiaaH di^gree, have been waihed, 
wiU again^g0faer^ti)^^%)Cli and I become more and 
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more reconciled to them ; fo that the confequenoe 
may be an ability: to diftinguifli betwixt the clean* 
and the unclean.- In- thisr^ neceflary pcrfpe^live of 
my£blf,. the means of prefer vatioxi have> in infinite 
condefcenfion^ been difcovered-;* and a- wtllingneis* 
frequently- to defcend to. the wa(htng pool, has proved' 
the requeft of my heart; that He inwhofe hand I- 
wi(h to. ilel myfelf,^niay not only be the reprover, but - 
the remover of every oppofer of His work. Dif- 
couragements^ ariie from without, for on every band^ 
there is cauft of moarning,and the few flakes that 
can be perceived amongft us are ready to fail with 
weaknefsi' wherefore We fee the greater necd^ with 
aU. the. vigilance we poflefs, to repair to that foun- 
dation -which flands fure; and truly thofe- who are 
eftablifli^d thereon havt engraven upon theni that in- 
di(ptttabk feal^and mofl defirable evide;nce, of divine 
acknowledgqient* Our pilgrimage here feems, and' 
will provG^^of fo fhort duration, = that the fufferings 
whi^h attend- it for our refinement, are blei&ngs de- 
manding our humble acknowledgments I4iave often - 
reflefled upon your fituation with » f/if^hy which 
I truft is meafurably c^ the right kind ; and have felt 
the aiKlttoi^iiefs of your path^the ftability that is re-^* 
. quired fM'i it, . aad patient reflgnatioii of the caufe to 
Him v^toCe own works alone, or thofe of his own . 
pureipiritficaa'praife Him, and efie^ true and pro-- 
filabk deliverance'to his dependent children. '^ Wb^t 
GUI the wrathaiid envy of man {if we are tried 'with 
it) do unto thofe that are hid in the fecret places of 
the Almi^ty^^d gathered under die healing wingi ^ 
P6 
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of the Prince of Peace ? fuice by his armour of light 
they (hall be able to ftaod in the day of trial.'' 

3d month) 178a'— I felt a iatis£i£lion in hearing 
from thee, and finding that the exercifes which had^ 
attended,, were produ6lire of that peace which never 
fucceeds our moving, out of the Kne of pure wifdbm,.. 
and is therefore an evidence of the Matter's appro* 
batioB f And what more do we wUh for ? For if that 
is experienced when we have broken the morfel of 
bread given to our charge, it is enough for us, and 
the bleffing muft be left to that bountiful hand, which 
owns only its own works. Though poverty was the 
covering of my mind on my return home, yet I felt 
no uneafinefs from an apprehenfion^ of having left 
thee too foon, but rather a belief that it was right 
for thee to feel that thou waft ftronger diaa thou ap-^ 
prehended. And I now hope, that as^ thou haft afrefli. 
found the divine ability allotted thee, to be fofficient* 
for the work of the day,, that thou. wilt be more de-^ 
voted to mov6 alone in future, and. become lefs de* 
pendent upon reeds (haken with the wind. It is s^n. 
excellent thing fimply ta mind our own bufinefs, to 
attend to the path cut out for us individually, .and let 
it be what it may, to be content therewith -, becaufe 
it is only by the members of the body thus keeping 
Aeir places, that they can be made truly ui^ful to oiie 
another, and profperous in the cauie wherein they 
are engaged. 

York, 3d month, 1782 — ^I can feelingly fympa* 
thize with my dear' friend in her prefent fituation of 
mind J and under Ibme difficulties, which may be 



LETTERS. 325^ 

increaiecl by the want of feeling baptized elders;, 
&ch as live near the fpring of life themfelves, and 
ivbofe deep can call unto the deep in thofe whofe 
' Kne of fervicc varies from their own. Where there 
are fuch as theie, they are &lt to be flakes, in the 
divine enclofiire, about thofe I call the moft tried of 
die flock, the poor meflengers that blow the trumpet 
on the holy hill, and have to defcend.from thence in^ 
to the deeps,, and awfully to dwell there, humbled 
under a fenfe of themfelves, and what they art: and. 
diough in this day of weaknefs, each member does 
not keep in its own fun£Uon, but numbnefs and in* 
fenftbitity have feiz«d many,, let us truft that our 
holy Head will not fuffer us alfa to become caft«- 
aways, if we attend to his dirc£tion.' .» A fecret 
dwelling as in deep waters we know to be fafe;,and, 
my beloved friend^ may. we keep there, grow more 
and more united to the truth itfelf,..and.fupport one 
another, ip the. fellowihip thereof f 

SCARBOROUGH) 9th month, i78str^When>an un<^ 
availing anxiety has poflei&d-my mind,, about the 
fituation of. things amongft us, . and the wlldemefs 
fiate of the church ;. I have been led to -conclude that 
it is not conHftent with the divine will, that we 
(hould. bb ever impatiently tnq\iiring, ^^ what wilt 
jl;hou do- for thy great name?'^ but that we fhould 
rather centre deep in our own minds,, and refignedly 
and faithfully co-o{^erate with his work in the earth \ 
feeling our minds fo reduced as only to pray for that 
which is the mind of the fpirit, even \![ it required 
the petition, << feed thy people with thy jod !" 



3x6 EXTRACTS FRoitr 

In our late vifit, we deeply felt, at times, oiA-' 
weaknefs, anU when moft baptized thereinto, with 
our eye (ingle to divine help^ we had humbly to ob- 
fcrve, that then His ftc^ngth was manifeft in our weak- 
nefs;> and that it was only as-wt defcend^d to die 
fpiritual brook, and there received^th fimplicity the 
heavenly armour,- that the battle was blefied, our 
heads <^overed therein, and ability found to difcover 
the little ones^on whom the, purifying hand is turned. 
L believe Imay fay we returned' und^ the humbling 
impreffionof being. unprofitable fervants, begging to* 
be enabIed<to continue fuppliants at the gate of wif* 
dom,.and to attend in future to 'the fmalleft of its 
pointings. I need^not'tett'Chce how agreeable it was 
to meet' my huibandat^my return home.- On our 
fipai:ation,^the paffage feelingly, occurred to and re- 
freihed my. mind^, ^^ Lord J.have- lef» ali^ tofbllow 
thee." To be employed-in the * caufe of truth, . and 
to have the fpirit thereof: for > my companion, ap- 
peared,* when nature wa$> fubordinate, fiur to furpais 
every MfiSh enjoyment in- this? )ife,^notwtdiftandiiig 
I- might prove a>>veflel-ori#aft honour in^thefaihily:: 
and on our- meeting again,-! found 'there was^oeed of< 
a renewed engraving of: tbefe impreifions, in order to • 
pveferve a preference to the truth,. and to keep in 
our remembrance that we have no^ontiouing city 
kere.^. 

YoitK,^ lOthimonth^H, i jSi^^lv is an^ uii4)eakaMe 
favoiiry> through all,. to believe that if we dwell in> 
the pure life and onenels of. the truth, inanywa^^ers 
without, or floods of' temptation >withi%.wUl^ never 
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be able to Quench our love^ though for a time) When 
they rife high, they may veB it.. The prayer of my 
fyirit is, that. my dwelling may be iir this hidden h'fe, 
that I may prefer its fubftancial operations to either 
ipiritual or temporal enjoyments, and that by it my 
body and mind may be preferved from running to aiKl 
fro in the earthy with any hlaft. from the wildernefs. 
But oh- the need of •* ftanding ft ill* m the watchy * 
the infirmities of: our nature are fo many and great ! 
Remember me and crave my prefervat4on, that my 
life at leaftf maf be ghren- me for a prey ; and may 
you and' I fare well, and increafe in that life and lo.^e 
which change not,, nor end. 

FosTON,.— — ,1782— Ireceived thy affeftionate 
letter in due courfe:: it was truly acceptable; aiKi 
though thou waft &r from being forgotten by me, it 
tended to rewve that near fympathy Mrith thy fecret 
fpiritual travail, whidi particularly accompanied my 
mind when near thee in perfon^ and which I truft 
proceedtqfiv from th# eementing< iailucnce pS divine 
lov ^y ifed gofael^fellewfliTpt 

''^Wc meet with but few m this pilgrimage and ftate 
ofr probation,, who are d^ped in fympathy with us, 
and know what<it is to be deftitute of att comelineft. 
Thert ane many who, were we clad in»royal apparel, 
and had the king's- iignet always- unveiled upon us, 
would no doubt acknowledge us in^the gate^^ and, 
m. the. vidlory of tfie^ heavenly, caufe,. cry,. Hc^nna ! 
with us in triumph. But. what waS'the path of the 
Mafter ? Was k not die path for his fervants, that 
they might be encouragod, and have a ftedfaft 
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example therein? He trod it before them j and 'en*- 
dured the feveral gradations and diipeofations of die* 
fpiritual warfare ; he ^ed in the wildernefs, till he 
was an hungred. Let us not then think it ft range 
that the fervant is not greater than his Mafter*. Our 
lafety depends upon our watchful attention, that wben^ 
we are tempted, we yield not ; but oh ! how near 
does the impatience of our difpoiltions border upon 
that language, ^^ Command thefe ftones^that they be 
made breadjf forgetting thatit is not. by bread alone 
that our hidden life is preferved, . but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God,, and by 
every turning of his divine hand upon us ; wher6by,r, 
in his wifdom, we grow frotx^ ftature to ftature, which . 
by taking thought for ourfelves we cannot do. 

If we are found worthy to ftand as pillafs in the 
Lord's houfe, in this day when tbece are many heavy 
burdens to bear, we muft he firft uppn a fure founda^- 
tion; our difpofitions, like thofe of the difciples that. 

'difcovcred the love of their Matter's glory on the. 
mount, muft be fubfervieht' to divine control^, and; 
we muft not only learn to ^lefcend from^the vifion^of 
light, but to keep the charge j. and tell it to no n^an 

. until the life of power arife. How hewing and : 
forming. are thefe things! and what inftru£tive traces 
do they leave of the; Matter's work, becaufe they, 

' reduce felf, and convince that.no confidence muft be 
placed therein ! May it be our:experienjGe, dear friend, , 
in the few fucceeding fteps of ofir lives, : patiently to 

-fuffer, and fervcntljr to wreftle. for thebjeffinj of, 
prefervation ! 
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BallitouE) 12th month, 1782-*- 1 place little 
dependance on dreams^ thej are often a mafs of 
confufion ; but we are bound to acknowledge that 
they fometimes contain clear intelligent information 
i>r caution. I believe, however, it is always iafe ID 
•attend to the hint, ^'kt him that hadi ardreasi tell 
[it as] a dream,'' but the pure word ibould be fpoken 
more freely, for what is the chaflF to the wheat ? 

Thine was expreffive of an union widi thy friend 
which is comfortable to her, and from which it is tjie 

I fervent defire of my mind- we may receive ftreogpth 

I and inftru£lion, in the future movements of our 

lives ; wherein perhaps, if we are fiivoured to be of 
any fervice at all, it may go hand in hand. But 

L what are all the emblems of this fellowfliip, to the 

thing itfelf ? what are the branches widiout theRoot 

f that bears them? I often wifli the great objeds in 

my eye may be folid and permanent ; that viiionary 
and deluilve gratifications may be proved, by being 
'brought in their infancy ta the balance of the fan£lu-* 
ary; and that nothing may refift the fire in doing its 
office upon that which is light, and which has not 
been formed and tried in the hand of the Potter and 
Purifier of his people. But watchfulnefs is our beft 
retreat, and I find that without it, in this land as well 
as in our own, there is continual danger of being 
warped afide, and lofing our attention to the fecret 
reproofs and dictates of wifdom. 

Clonmel, ift month, 1783— What has felt very 
defirable to me is, that in thefe outward reparations, 
we may increafe in that which is good, and that 
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whatever be&Is us may tend to fettle us the more 
m the ground-work of true religion, that thereiji 
we may ftand, and therein grow ; then will the Sac* 
tuations of this uncertain ftate become (andtified to 
us, and being mftruc^e^ in the fchooi o( Chriftr o»r 
ipirits and conduffc witt become more confbrmaUc 
to the purity of the pattern* My fear of myfelf 
daily increafes, and I am alfo apt to think that by 
looking too much at any evil^ we may infenHbly be 
aknoft drawn into it. Jt is neverthelefs good to 
furvey our ftandings» to prove our own infirmities^ 
and repair to die place of help. The muhiplied dif* 
trefles, both ipiritual and temporali that have been 
permitted to befal us in this land, or fince I left my 
own, have often occafioned a fecret cry for the eon^ 
ti;uiance of divine prefervation > and a little ray of 
hope diat the Lord hath not forfaken us, is all the 
fuccour ti)at my poor toffed mind has often felt. 
There is great nft«d, in time of outward perplexity, 
impartially to examine the caufe, to fearch what 
there is in us that requires tkiefe things $ by fo doing 
we may often fee couched under them the wifdom 
of a divine Hand, and that to remove the caufe in 
ourfelves, is to go to the root of the matter. 

Clonmel, ift month, 1783 — I feel now, as ae 
many other times, my mind drawn into near afFec- 
tion, and, I truft I may fay, that true fellowfliip 
with thee, which fprings when I am capable of ex- 
periencing any better enjoyment than what is natu- 
ral ; but as that pnly arifes from the renewings cf 
life, I am often afraid to fpeak of it,, left it (bould 
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fall Ihort of Its charsiAer in die time of trial : how* 
every I may fay I fed that love which many waters 
and feafons of deep and fecret dfftrefi, have not 
quenched nor diminiflied. A degree of this mmk, 
of diiciplefliip reviving in my mind, has ibmetimes 
been as a temporary cordi^^ tending to difpet the 
gloom of many discouragements, and opening die 
view to a Ktde pure knnt fiitisfii£Uon. My dear 
friend, many are the trials of the enemy of our peace 
to overfet us; many have heen the aflaults which I 
have met with fince I law thte, hr exceeding what 
I ever knew before. If divine help will condefcend 
to be near, and prefenre me from finking in the pit 
of difcouragement, juft keep my fptrtt alive to con* 
fide in his name, and dwell under his power, my 
heart, I truft, will bow in humble gratitude before 
him, and acknowledge his might* Our eye is now 
much fixed upon Yorkfliire ; oh ! that we may there 
experience the evidence of divine acceptance^ and 
that in our movements, or not moving at all, the 
bleffing of prefervatlon may attend us« Outward en* 
joynients, domeftick tranquillity, and the afFedionate 
regard of our friends, arc all in themfclves dcfiraWe 
objeils ; but without this bleffing, what arc they ? 
Iniipid, or fruitlefs delights* 

Glonmel, ift month, 1783— As, (in infinite 
wifdom no doubt) our minds are at times drawn 
tnto fc^itude, fo as to refemble the pelican in the 
wildernefs, having no accefs to the habitable parts 
of the earth, nor fubjeft to human obfervation, fo it 
appears coiififtent with godly jealoufy that human 
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confplation fliould be -forbidden; and that, having 
our dependance only on a gracious and merciful 
Father, who deals with us as children who require 
his chaftifiag hand, his rod and his ftafF, we may 
procure to ourfelves a iafe foundation, with a quiet 
habitation thereon, out of the reach of human inter* 
ruptiops. Surely there are none to tried as the poor 
.weak kiftrmnents, that are ufed for Che divine will 
to be coramjioicated through* Tbefe require not 
only the forming of the Potter's hand, but higher 
degrees of drying, -and greater heat in the furnace 
to prepare them, than almoft any o&er veiTel ; nay 
(if I m^y be allowed the cgmpvifon) they are like^ 
diibes that hav« to pais through the oven for every 
4ervice, and whi^^after they are -emptied, and the 
company has enjoyed them, -cieed more wafliing and 
<are than any other utenfil at the table i and gceat 
4l9mger th^e k Ifaat, by indtfqretipa of fome fort or 
^tber, they will get cracked or broken. I look 
4vith dread, I ^un bowed down and difmayed, at the 
fight of the (ireqarious ftandtng of fuch, but efpecially 
of my own : the confideration of human weaknefs» 
said ^< how frail I am," is almoft my meat and drink. 
How excellent is the privilege of having a monitor 
at home, an impartial Friend in oiir bofom, who,, 
if we enough attend ta Him, is able to make uSr 
AS wife even as our teachers \ The reproofs and 
wounds of this Friend are better than thekifies of 
an enemy, 

Clonmel, I ft month, 1783-^! have now con- 
tinued about two weeks longer in this place,, and. 
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have received veiy affectionate kindnefs, and great* 
hofpitalicy from my friends. Were there not fome- 
thing in our minds that is panting after fuperior, 
more extenfive, and fecret enjO)anents, I haver 
thought myfelf placed amongft the cordials of life : 
bat without the feafoning virtue of truth, and an 
evidence (though ever fo fmall) of divine appro- 
bation marking., or refting upon, our dwelling place, 
they are taftelefs and infipid enjoyments. Perhaps 
1 have deprived myfelf of that which is good, and 
am now too ready to let others (hare the fame ; a 
difpofition which I wifli not to cultivate, it being 
highly inconfiftent with the benevolence of the gof- 
pel, which breathes no language inferior to that of, 
"^^ Glory to God in the higheft, peace on earthy 
and good will towards men." But bow to diftin- 
guifli, at times, the grand caufe amongft a multi- 
plicity of caufes, requires wifdom, undefiled wif- 
dom, that the immortal birth may be furrendered 
to the breaft and care of its true mother, and that 
nothing hurt it, or diminiih its ftrength ; but that 
under all turnings and overturnings, divifions and 
fubdivifions, it may gradually and fteadily grow iQk 
ftature, in wifdom and pure underftanding, and 
take to itfelf an everlafting dominton in us. It is 
the " deep that callefh unto deep.'^ 

I thought I felt, on reading thy laft, fomething of 
the mind of truth in reviving a little my drooping 
fpirits ; a degree of thankfulnefs covered my mind, 
find I was encouraged to watt the pscffing away of 
tiiis gloomy night, in comfortable hope of the dawn-* 
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lag of a better daf , wherein die former and the 
latter rain may defcend, to add fap to the root, and 
tp refrelh the branches*. What is it in us that 
flinches fo much at fuffering i . It muft be that fleih 
and blood which can never inherit the kingdom* 
I have beftowed fame pains to filence it with reafon- 
tng, and arguing the nature of things ; but alas ! 
I have forrowfully found it fed thereby, and per- 
ceived that it is only in humbly abiding under the 
divine operations, that fubjeAion is wrought, and 
the moft fo, when the caufe was not fully difcover- 
cd; for then the lowly petition afcends, which at 
this time covers my fpirit; Grant me a grain ^ 
the precious gift of faith, that I may live and walk 
thereby. 

CL0KMEL9 ift month, 1783*— O this root of 
felf, when will it be fubjeded ! It perhaps appears 
more to oppofe thy lervice, but I believe it more 
fecretly prevails in me, and is not under that con* 
trol and fubordination in which thou haft it in more 
minute things. But let us not weigh ourfelves by 
one another ; let us rather bring our fpirits to the 
balance of the fanduary^ and if there w^ want cbip^* 
ping and hewing, not think hard of the inftruments 
that are to do it ; but paffively and patiently endure 
all things, in hope to enjoy that little which is our 
own in the end, having it pure and leparated from 
the vile« My mind has been drawn into great 
nearnefs to you many times iince we parted. I have 
feelingly rememberjed the ieafoAs when, though be* 
fet with many fecret probations, we might fay. We 
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t9oic fweet couafel, and bur fpirits were baptized 
together, and prepared thereby to go up as to the 
siOKnuin of the Lord, and to the houfe of the God 
of Jacob, where He has gracioufly condefcended to. 
teach us more and more of His ways, and begotten 
frefli refolutions in us to walk in His paths. Let 
us not faint, my beloved friends, but wreflle with 
HiAi for the renewal of this Ueffing ; that though it 
may be our lot often to be (eparated, our fpirits may 
unite together in holy fellowihip, and that pure love 
which many waters cannot quench, nor all the changes 
of this uncertain ftate of being ever dimanifli. 

Sheffield, 6th month, 1783— i My mind is 
much with you, and I truft it is in that fellowfhip 
which can unite with the abfent, though in fuffering, 
and breathe for the profperity of the precious truth. 
I beg to be more and more bound to ttyit, let its 
appearance amongft men be ever fo mean an4^con- 
temptible ; for it is here that we are not afraid of 
human wifdom and difplealiire* But is there not, 
ibmetimes, too much fear of this ibrt, when under 
that power, and the burthen of that word which, if 
it met with no obftru^tioo in the inftrument, would 
oftcner break the cocks, and be a jconfuming fixe 
amongft the cedars of Lebanon? May this your 
ieafon of fuiFering be blefled to you and the church ! 
and oh ! may your hands be ftrong in the £uth, 
and hold out to the end in patience., that with the 
church coming out of the wildernefs, you may 
i:qpofe on the breaft of. the Belov.ed lof jfoulsn aod 
your cayfe ccnu? with hitu. 
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Lancaster, 7th month, T783— -My beft wiflies 
accompany thee, in diis ftepping out into the awful 
fcrvice of vifiting the few fcattered pTofefibrs under 
our name, and perhaps of unfolding, in the frefli 
openings of life, further numifeftation^ of gofpel 
light to fuch as are not yet of our fold, particulaiiy' 
in Scotland. I remember that before we entered 
the borders of that land, and indeed whenever I 
viewed it in propped, it was clearly impreiled upon 
my mind, that thereVas no track for us to go in, 
nor any footfteps to be depended upon in ithat jour- 
ney ; but that our attention would be continualljr 
required to the frefh pointings and qualifications for 
fervice : and on our leaving Scotland, we had greatly 
to lament a deviation from this pure indwelling of 
fpirit, and uniaithfulnefs to fome manifeftations of 
duty. When the mind, after being engaged in fcr- 
vice, has got a little liberty, and feels itfelf as a bow 
unibong, it is too apt to rejoice, and evade the 
next bending for fervice ; whereby half our com- 
xniffionmay be negle£ked, when we are peculiarly 
•called to watch, to try and to fed every (lep that 
we take. Here fimplicity and humility are our 
companions, and' if a pure holy zeal covers us, in « 
ftat6 of true dependance, the wifdom of the creature 
has no part ; but the life rifing into dominion, and 
beittjg t^nr for our guide in every flep under the 
^xcrcife of the gift, we have* no need to be anxioM 
for doArinal arguments to prove what we aflert to' 
the people ; becaufe this life anfwering the life in: 
thoie that hear, can expound and unfold ilich m)/£» 
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teries as have been hid from ages ; and it is only by 
our ilngle attention to the purity of the gift, and the 
milk of the word, that we can foe preserved in that 
fimplkity which confounds the wifdom of the wife, 
brings to nought the underftanding of the prudent, 
and exalts the feed of the kingdom. Thus I appre« 
bend the minifters of the gofpel arc led, -not only to 
teach all nations whither they are fent, but to bap* 
tize them into the power of the gofpel, however 
few their words may be* 

I feel a ftrong defire for your faithfulnefs in this 
journey, and that as you pafs through little villages 
and towns, it may not be without feeling for fervice, 
for in this refpeft we were deficient. Look not too 
much at your own weaknefs, but conlider the 
ftrength of that almighty Arm which works mar- 
velloufly for thofe that rely upon it, and gives them 
faith for their victory. I know there is fomethtng 
in us, when we occafion many people to be called 
together, that fears for ourfelves, and for the truth : 
it is well, in thefe titnes of trial, to confider our 
own inability, and in whom help and power dwells ; 
for then a calm fometimes allays thefe anxieties, and 
Spreads upon our minds the beauty and convincing 
influence of a lively, awful, filent worfliip, which 
ftands in need of no addition, but which, at times, 
is accompanied with words in the demonftration and 
power of the fame fpirit. 

yth month, 1783 — I think I was fcarcely ever fen- 
fible of more death and darknefs than fince I came 
here: if a little life and light fhould fpring in. out 

Q. 
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•luture fittings, it may have (bme reviving eSeds, for 
rreally my fptrits are in a propping way, and my 
length alfo* I expedlecl nothing kit fuiFering on 
.coming here, .and thus far it is my portion^ this fa- 
tisfadion, however, attends me, that it is but for 4 
^y or twc^ and I endea«rour to lift up my head abovis 
iinking too much* But oh for the caufet the tefti^ 
mony of tfutli ieems nearly laid waftt^ and the pure 
life crucified^ Here are, indeed, many valiant men. 
What can they do ? It is not the/ervants of them* 
ielves, that can make the dry bones live. The little 
.ftrength I feel, feem$ to ^be in endeavouring after a 
fettled retirement of mind out of meetings, .and be* 
ang willing appear fooliih as I am. 

LANCAfiT&R, 7th month, 1783^— There isabeau- 
itiful order in the the growth of the Spiritual, as well 
,as natursil man.: he is at firft carried and fondled^ 
and it is then generally .eight to give him what he 
.cries for; in a Jittle time, be makes fome efforts t^ 
go by himfelf, which, iboner or .latex;, moftly prove 
^efFe^tual. . Prefuming now on his own ability, he 
^aflumes ^e air and carriage of a man, and in this 
.confidence goes forward, till his flumblings, his falls^ 
,and his wounds, have fufiiciently convinced him thaf: 
phe is but a child, and that his will is no more to be 
.depended upon than his ftrength. As it was right 
,to indulge the fimpliqity cjf his firft defires, fo now« 
,thefe becoming mixed with evil infti^ations, either 
in the appearance of a friend or an enemy, it becomes 
^neceflary, in order to preferve this fimplicity, and 
,^e .divine impreiSons which tmy renewedly dcf- 
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fcend upon it, induftrioiilly to rq)d and guard againft 
the poweifui inflvence of felf-love and felf-feddng, 
which is the beginning of our continual warfare. I 
at times thankfiiUj view fome of the exercifes of mj 
mind, as a probationary childhood, frequently occa* 
fioned by indifcredon, and increafed by the growth 
of the corrupt will with a growing knowledge in dl* 
vine things; fb diat I have ijeen and am frequendy 
ready to conclude, I fliall one day fidl by the hand 
of this enemy. But ohf may we fupport the warfare 
which is mercifully begun ! and by depending fblely 
on that arm, which cut Rahab and wounded d^r 
Dragon, be no ways inflrumental ourfelves in pre- 
vendng a maturity in the pure llfi^y and preaching 
hy good works. 

I hope^ my dear, diou condnuefl^ and wilt con- 
tinue to feel thy habitation like the houfe of Obed- 
edom. It is indeed difknt from us; but of how 
little confequence is that, when there is fellowihip 
in the circulating life of truth, wherein we are as 
epiftles written in one another's hearts, which are 
onediuted in, at times, to- the refrefhmenc of our 
Spirits when drooping and fed>le. — ^It is a bleffing not 
to be lightly efteemed, to be married to thofe of lively 
-^irits, and<:lean condudii who are not drawing back, 
bat helping forward, tj^t work to which there is a 
^divine calling: and fs ■ is amon^ thofe who 
are thus blefled, it will, I have no doubt, (weeten 
many unpalatable cups, and render moderate fome 
blafts from the wildernefs of this worlds and its cor- 
Tupt fluAuaun^ ipirit. 



.yp E'XTRACTS from 

TosTON, ift month, 1784 — Oh the need there is, 
vwhen we feel a fecret divine approbation for fome 
.little faithful ferviccs, as the anfwer of well don^ 
•carefully to centre this t^eafure, and leave it in the 
.hands of our^great benefador ! For how unfit are our 
.earthly hearts to he entrufted with riches fo weighty, 
and fo different in their nature! They are indeed 
found to be as bags ^ith holes, which lofe the pre- 
.cious gift amongft the .fuhbifh of the houfe. Under 
•thefe confiderations, I aniiled at times to prefer po* 
verty, and naked nefs, and want, to an appearance of 
wealth, and fpending my fpiritual fubflance in riot« 
ous living: to be prcferved chafte.and faithful in 
this ftate, is one of my ftrongefl defires., yet at- 
tended, in fome degree, with the certain knowledge 
.of how frail I am. 

York, ifl month, 1784 — We have great meed, in 
this day, for clean-handed^ fingle-eyed inflrupaents, 
in the work of reformation > fuch as demonftrate, in 
the particular parts, and general tenour of their con- 
duft, that they truly fear God, and hate covetouf- 
.nefs ; for, of fuch only is the pure fpiritual building 
fCompofed ; the church, againfl which, Satan and his 
.agents can never prevail j whereto the nations may 
gather, behold its purity, and be invited to become 
Jiving members thereof. But, oh how defiled is our 
camp ! how temporizing are the fpirits of thofe who 
*ought to ftand, as valiant fbldiers, againft fpiritual 
wickednefs in high places, and fight manfully under 
ithe banner of the Lamb ! The world, with its gilded 
ibdits> has allured their attention^ and attraded xhor 
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fight, from the example of our holy pattern. It is 
therefore no wonder, if the work they undertake is* 
fuperficially done; and that which has been their 
fnare, pafles unobferved for want of purification.' 
From a view of thefe things, I have been led ta 
prefer, and even to requeft, tribulation, mortification, 
and what may be called evil things, in this life, to 
an unfubjedled mind, being an unfound member iit 
the church, and feeking to be heir of two kingdoms; 
Whether I am thus preferved. or not, I believe tliat 
now, as formerly, the lame,- the blind, andthedwarftj. 
will not be accepted to minifter of the moft holy 
things, and carry forward the caufe of righteoufnefs 
in the earth, till their application- is uprightly and 
humbly made to Him, who is the healer of all dif* 
tafes, and the reftorer of ancient paths to walk in. 

York, ad month, ^784?— Thou haft often been 
in my remembrance fince we parted, and, both whent' 
hoping and doubting, I have wiflied to addrefs thee 
in this way, believing it warrantable now, as in the 
captivity of the Jews, for thofe who are uprightly," 
though feebly, concerned for the profperity of truth, 
to fpeak often one to another : and the trufting that 
a book of remembrance is written, cafts, in fome de-* 
preffing feafons, fomething of a ray of fpiritual fun-* 
ihine upon the fpirits in prifon; which, though not 
' a promife of freedom, yet cheers a little, and renders 
tolerable our unavoidable fituatioi^ of mind. 

A muldplicity of concurring circumftances, paft 
and in profpedl, have of late deeply afFedled me : the 
Ipirit of Goiiah rages from every quarter ; its power. 

CL3 
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I feel, the low ftate of the church is evident, and my 
own weaknefs ftares me in the &ce. I would be 
glad to dwell in obfcurity, and have my name blotted 
out of remembrance. There are many called foldiers 
amongft us, but oh f how few of fuch as are loyal 
to the King of kings, and whofe work is diltgently 
to eftabli(h his government; infomuch that fucli 
children as I am are ready to conclude, that if we 
move at all, our hand muft be againft every one, and 
every one's hand againft us. For though retirement is 
what above all things I would choofe for myfelf, yet 
if I apprehend myfelf called to fervice at all, it is 
the fervent prayer of my fpirit to be prefervcd therein 
from the fear of any man, and from doing the work 
deceitfully : neverthelefs, the fecret feelings of my 
mind ieem to fay unto the feed, that <^ bonds await 
you.'* May we then poffefs our fouls in patience, 
and not fear in feafons appointed to contend for our 
faith! 

ad month, 1784— Being affefted with the general 
caufes of difcouragement, and fo much affli£led with 
fome particulars, I am ready at times to Conclude, I 
cannot hold faft my faith without wavering in this 
time of trial. You> my beloved friends, have your 
(hare of exercife j and whatever others do, be you 
faithful unto death, fpiritually and naturally, and then 
will your fervices be crowned with that life which 
cannot be gainfayed. We have much difloyalty 
amongft us to the King of kings, and fome v/ho are 
his fubje£ts want to take from him an improper fhare 
of rule. Seeing thcfe things, let us be lowly, and 
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ibelter ourfelvts under the fpirit of the Lamb^ that 
the prevalence of this done may be the weapons of 
our war&re. Though we experience him to be flain 
as from the foundations of the world, and have to go 
down in fuflFering whh htm, and our faith deeply 
tried, yet let us remember that He lives and reigns 
for ever, and that, notwithftanding the combined 
powers of darknefs,. of die increafe of His govern* 
ment there (ball not be an end. 

Our paflage through life is like a journey wherein 
are difficulties and fnares; and wherein we find many 
who fay they are going to the fame port, and who 
think they have found out, from longer experience 
and fuperior wifdom, a better and fomewhat different 
road i but when we believe them, .and make a little 
trial of their patb^> how have we, with painful ilep- 
pings, to return to our tribulated pilgrimage ? I feel 
deeply engaged in my fpirit, that I may, and that we 
all may, look to our own (landings } not even to the 
moft approved inflruments for inflru£kion,when our 
application' ought to be to the Spirit and example of 
our Holy Head and High Priefl. 

York, nth month, i784r-I am really very poor, 
but whether enough fo I cannot tell. I am how- 
ever rather more contented than when thou faw me' 
lafl, having been a fhort time with ' , and fe- 

cretly comparing trials- a little has done me good : 
indeed I think it is a wife way, when we imagine 
ourfelves under fufFering, to look into the pages of 
another's book, and meditate in their probations. 
Here we number our own bleffings, and a language 
Ct4 
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fometimes unexpefledly arifes, " what fhall I render 
unto Thee for all thy benefits ?" 

FosTON, ift month, 1785 — ^Though outward re- 
paration, and other circumftances inherent to our 
peculiar ftations, mayTometimes blunt the continual 
keennefs of natural affedfion j yet the pure cement of 
true religious union being more durable in itsnature> 
and of a more preferving quality, it can never be di- 
miniflied, as our fpiiits become more and more in* 
fluenced thereby, and we fo transformed by the re- 
newings of the mind, as not only . to prove what is 
the divine will concerning us, but to yield obedience 
to all its requirings. Under this holy and fpiritual 
canopy is prefervation and peace j ind whilft the car- 
nal mind and the wifdom thereof is perplexed, and 
expofed to almoft continual fluctuation and difturb« 
ance, they that are gathered here, not from fpecu- 
lation, or the line of another's experience, but from 
a living and heartfelt fenfe of the certainty of divine 
truth, can acknowledge, " we have a ftrong city>" 
and that << falvation is appointed for walls and bul* 
warks." Oh ! that we may more and more know 
our dwellings to be within this holy inclofure ; for 
the incorruptible inheritance is no where elfe to be 
found, than in knowing the divine will, and doing 
it. 

Douglas, Isle of Man, 7th month, 1785 — 
There is a love which I truft is ours, independent of 
vifible figns, and diftinguilhed by that freedom which 
the truth gives, whether it be in fpeaking or in being 
filent. The fubftance of true friendfhip is bidden f 
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and it is not of a corruptible nature, if we keep it 
in its right foil. Though its branches arc often cut 
down by the good Hufbandman, yet the ftump is 
faftened, like that we read of, with a band of iron 
and brafs, in the tender grafs of the field ; and when 
we renewedly experience that the MoftHigh reigneth, 
it puts forth again, and excellent dignity is added unto 
it, I feel, as I write, an afFedionate nearnefs to you, 
and oh ! may we all fo dwell under the dew of heaven, 
and the times and difpenfations appointed to pafs over 
us, as that the J9y of the Lord may fully become oun 
ftrength ! . 

Granger near Charxemont, 8lh month, I785^< 
«— Perhaps this may find thee in fome defolate place, . 
Inhere my fpirit falutes thee in the renewed feeling 
of fympathetick afFeflion, and comfortable hope that, , 
through the multiplied trials of thy day, and of the 
prefent journey, thou wilt be fecretly fupported with 
the arm of Omnipotence, and refreflied after many 
weary fteps, with theftreams of divine confolatitrn; 
fo that thou wilt ftiU be able to do-all things, through 
Him that ftrengtheneth thee. 

My • mind is much with thee and thy valuable • 
companions, and fometimes I think I feel a fellow-^ 
jfcip in fome of your fufFerings, not doubting but a 
meafure of them is mingled in the cup of your pre-* 
fent fervice ; and why (hould it not. be fa, when we 
confider the tribulated path of the groat Matter, and ^ 
that IS enough^ for? the fervant to be as his Matter, , 
and the difciple as his Lord. The wife purpofes of 
t^he 'great Potter are not always feen^ there are manjr / 

CL5 
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things in the procefe of forming die clay, or a people 
to His praife, the neceffity whereof is not always 
manifeft to thofe that ftand by^ and I have thought 
that in the line you are, have been^ or may be led, 
-fome amoi^ft you may find openings to ierviceSf 
which not being found in the pages of paft expe- 
rience, may occafion doubts and difmay, and perhaps 
a profitable query, Hadi the Lord- done thi»? yet k 
is alfo profiuble to remember, that it is not for the 
inftrument to fiiy to him diat ufeth it, ^ What doeft^ 
thou?^* 

I do not wonder at your feelings in^ being ([> fepa^ 
rated in perfon from the vifible church. I remember, 
though in a lefs degree, fimilar impreffions which 
have never left me; and indeed my mind is comforted* 
in finding an increafing attachment to,, and value for, 
the precious fellowfliip of the brotherhood,, though 
it is not alwajrs found in an entire fimilarity of prof« 
pe£ls, and of ways and means of profecuting good, 
fo much as in an uniform, upright concern for die 
profperity of the caufe, which under the fhadow of 
heavenly inftru£tion, is one of the beft cements that 
fellow travellers can experience. We fhould be 
glad, in our paffing along, to find more of it ; and 
were this united engagement to appear in an honeft 
fearch into the real ftate of individuals, of families, 
and of meetings, fome of Jericho's walls might fall 
in the conteft, and people's attention get turned to 
defolated Jerufalem. But it is aland of mifls and 
fogs, yea, in fome places, of clouds^ and of thick 
darknefs: may that over-ruling power which has its 
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ti^ys in the deeps, difpel tbefe temporary things, and 
ufher in a greater dirplay of pure light $ that they who 
are engaged to work, and are appcMnted for it, may 
work in' the light, and fully approve themfelves chii« 
dren threof. 

Dublin, nth month, 1785— I feel for , 

and wifli'her an increafe of faith, or a more free 
exercife of that ^ich Ihe has, that fo it may fully 
be accompanied with fuch works as the great Father 
of the family has affigned hen Perhaps both ihe 
and I .would fare better, did we look more inward 
and lefs outward in our reflections upon ourfelves, and 
for every future fupply of wiidom and ftrength. It is 
furely a wonderful attainment to live by faith $ it is 
deep beyond human penetration, >and feem» to com- 
prekend all that is needful for a follower of Chrift 
to experience : but the trial of it remains to be more 
precious than that of gold, and preferable to the beft 
of our feculties that we can fubftitute for it. Poor 
< {he has often felt near to my life. It is the 

ppor that xran moft feelingly falute the poor, and dip 
with them in thoir afHidions, go with theni to the 
houfe of mourning, and, when the holy anointing 
is. poured forth, rejoice together in hope. 
, FosTON, ift month, 1786— I hope that county is 
by this time profitably vifited, or rather the feed 
therein, 41 place where I once thought it was the 
hardefl to find (however in myfelf) of any I was 
ever in. But. places and perfons alter, and. where 
death moft reigned, perhaps life may now mofl emi- 
nently abound J and life is never more acceptable 
0.6 
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than when it fucceeds a total death; nor light, than 
when it fprings out of the greateft obfcurity. To 
dwell with that which teaches to die daily, and to be 
preferved from the fleep of carnal death, is an attain- 
ment I fometitnes covet ; but flefli and blood would 
rather be fuftained with a little of yefterday's manna, 
and retain a former evidence of life, than undergo, 
from day to day, in religious fervices, the confli<3ing 
exercife of being buried in baptiim, though it is 
blefled with the refuxredion of divine vijrtue and 
power : and the rea(bn I apprehend is, becaufe no fiefh 
can glory herein 3 it therefore oppofes this work, and 
the refifting of this oppofition with the little ftrength 
we have, truly occafions a continual warfare to the 

Chriftian traveller, The prefent is a fcene of 

conflict and probation ; but when we are ftrength- 
ened to look over it, to that glorious habitation, 
whofe walls are falvation, whofe gates are praife, and 
whofe inhabitants no more fay they are flck ; there 
is fomething fo animating in the profpe<St, that we 
are willing to jendure all things to attain it. Let us 
then take courage in hope, and &ithfully endeavoui: 
to do our prefent beft» 

KETLjtY, 4th month, 1786 — We have often con- 
verfed about friends in Ireland, and felt the glow of 
true love therein ; which, though not much exprefled 
to themfelves, is yet a living fpark in all our breafts, 
ivhich many waters cannot quench ; nor will long 
feparation be able to erafe thofe epiftles which are 
written by the finger thereof, and in which there is 
a liberty fometimes aUowed for ijhe fpirit to meditate^ 
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with a degree of ftrengt^ening coftfolatioii^ eipecl^ 
ally when, by die deamefs of.the charadbrs, we find' 
one another as fellow pilgrims, travelling after the re<« 
furrc£li0n of pure life,. and making fteady advances 
towards that city which hath foundations*. Upon 
this obje£): I fometioies fix my^ eye, .with renewed 
refolutions, through- holy help^. to pref^ forward 
through .the difficulties of the prefent fcene, and to 
count all things but as dcofs and dung^tbat Imay win 
Chiift^and be found, in him; not having onmyown^ 
righteou(hefs,.but the rigbteoufnefs of faith in Chrift| 
that thereby I may attain .the refurredion of Hia 
f^wer, die fellowfhip of His fufFerings, and be made 
conformable to His Death»^. The fpjrit is willing 
thus to- endure,., but .the flefli and its inherent pro-^ 
penfity to. eafe, creates a warfare, yrherein I fome- 
times fear, .both the natural and heft life will intirely 
fall. 

Cardiff^ 5th month, J756— We are fometimes 
like pilgrims whofe faith and patience are at a low 
ebb ; and were it not for the gracious condefcenfion 
of Him who regarded!^ even the fparrows, and whofe 
arm of everlafting ftrength is underneath in feafons 
of drooping and difmay, we (hould be ready at times 
to faint ; but it is the renewlngs of holy help that 
become ftrength In weaknefs to thofe that put their 
truft in it ; and is a prefent fuificiency when we are 
not able to provide for ourfelves. May thou be fully 
grounded in this truft, that thereby, in times of dif« 
couragement and fifting, thy ftability may endure^ 
and thy experience increafe in the knowledge that ail 
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tilings work- together for good, to tfade that truly 
knre the appearances or manifeibtions of the divine 
wiU« 

I believe thou ^kneweft that Id^ly l#ve thee, 
and> J may add,, have felt fweet unitjr with thy ^rit ; 
and therefore hope ever freely to pour into thy mind 
any little hints which may in that 4ove revive towards 
thee. And now, as thou haft put thy hand to a 
good work, let me fay, look> not . back.: and Vi^en 
the certainty of thy. being rightly anointed for it is 
withdrawn,, which is no uncomm<ln trial, look not 
then to the fentiments of others for fupport and en- 
couragement ;. but labour after true ^ietude and 
patience of foul, whereby thou mayeft, widi com« 
fortable aflurance, in the right time, >have thy head i 
raifed in hope, and thy growth in religious^ ^peri«- 
ences be lefs fuperficial, .thaa I fear is often. the cafe - 
even with thofe whahave been put? forth by the hea- 
venly /hepherd. There is no confolation, jio con* 
iidence, wifflomy^or ftrength, like that which pro- 
ceeds from the deep and hidden fpring, i^Hbereunto 
we muft learn to dig, if ever we are rightly grounded 
in the work of fandtification : and as the divine will, 
is our fan£i:ification, if we obeyit; be not flack in 
furrendering thyfelf thereto. Iwrite not thefe things 
from an apprehenfion that thou needeft them more 
than others, for my fentiments of thee are very dif- 
jferent ', but I wifh thee to fet out independent of 
any inftrumehtal help, except that which is fent from 
the fountain of purity ; and to look to no example 
further than is coniiftent with the h6ly pattern. 



LETTERS- 3Sf 

LxsKBAUB^ 7di month,. 1786—4 remember it ie 
fiud) Aat even << wheir the ions of God met togedier^. 
Satan came alfe amongft Aem ;!' fo that i£he did fo 
again, it was no new diingy..and we are inftruAed by. 
the angel how to deal:- even with, him |. not to bring, 
a railing accufittion,. but patiently, and with Chrifi- 
sian fortitude^ to eommit the great caufe toAat 
power which can proteft. it, and rebuke die adver* 
fiury, but not in our wayy^andin our time; for it is in 
general moft eminently diiplayed ^en the creature 
is reduced, and nothing.left in us that can boaftingly 
exult even over Satan himiclf. . To behave ourfelves 
wifely in the church, humUy and watchftiUy to fear 
meddling with things«toohigh for us, things intoi^ich 
our minds are not renewedly baptized, is a care i/riiich 
I wifh we may ever preferve ; for herein a godly 
jealoufy over ourfelves and our own fpirits, will help 
to centre us in that meeknefs for which the paths 
of true judgment are appointed, will give a right 
feeling of what is oppofition to the truth, and what 
is not^ and how to ufe the armour of h'ght ; which, 
when rightly put on in meetings for difcipline, un- 
folds the fimplicity of truth, and difcovers the pure 
dillnterefted foundation of thofc who are engaged to 
contend for the faith. It is becoming the nobility 
of the caufe of righteoufnefs, to fee its warriors fo 
unfeeling of perfonal oppofition, as to return good 
for evil, and patiently to endure all things, feeking 
an opportunity to blefs, by candidly opening each 
others underftandings, and then generoufly forgiving. 
There is no doubt, but that, in our fociety, if the 
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root and ground of Chriftuin difcipline in ourfdves 
were attained to, and abode with, meetings for the 
promulgation of it in the general, would.be more 
owned by their members being bs^tized by one fpi- 
rit into one body, and -more crowned w^ that lifer 
which is peculiarly in refenre for thbfe, who have 
been &ith&il to -the death of . the. crofs in them* 
iCslves. . 

I am often humblingly convinced, that whatever 
I; do in- the facred offices of the church, if it be the- 
fruit of (peculation, a lively imagination, or only a 
deflre to render myfelf ufeful, however fui table it 
may feem, yet not proceeding from fome little in-^ 
fluence of the holy anointing, which lets me fee my- 
felf with others, it is fure to leave a painful corroding 
fenfe upon my own mind, which I am afraid I have 
fometimes charged others * with, being the caufe of,- 
rather than myiilfl. Thus danger appears on every 
hand, except, we are watchful and humble ; but *' the 
humble the Lord teacheth of his^ ways, and the meek 
he guides in the paths of -judgment : " thy gentle^!^ 
nefs (faid David) hath made me great.'* 

RjEDRUTH, 8th month, x786«-4 fee abundant oc^ 
cafion to watch the fpring in myfelf from whence my 
rejoicings and depreffions come. Self is a fubtil 
enemy, Jnfiouating itfelf into the company of the 
pureft intentions, and approved fervices, claiming a 
fhare of their p^ace, and of the fpoil of the- moft 
righteous viSories over every enemy but itfelf. A 
furnace, however, is wifely prepared for gold, where 
this drofs difcovers itfelf by fep^ration , fo that.if we 
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are zealous enough to get rid of it, we muft fre* 
quently retire to the teft, fubmit to whatever degree 
of purification the great Refiner fees meet, and 
cheerfully endure hardnefs under His gracious pro-^ 
tefting power. For, according to my experience, I 
take this redemption of the pure life from all felf* 
feekings, to require the clofefl combat, and moft in- 
trepid perfeverance of a Chriftian, in order to gain 
accefs to that river which makes glad the city of God, 
and to inherit the promifes of the gofpel in their 
own purity ; where the edge of many forr0ws and 
trials is blunted, when they have nothing to ftrikc 
at but holy humility. O it is a bleiTed experience 
which my foul fervently craves ! I fometimes think 
I gain a little ground towards it, wh^n a difcovery 
of its animating glory, fubftantial feeding, and im* 
pregnable defence^ is made to my underftanding ; but» 
on finding how little capacity I have to receive things 
genuinely divine^ the acknowledgment is readily 
made, that I know nothing as I ought to know,, 
which is only attained by an experimental growth 
and eftabli(hment therein; and yet fhort of this I 
fometimes defire to find no reft.. 

FosTON, loth month, 1786— Experience teaches 
us, th^t it is not always we are capable of even enjoy* 
ing that good and profitable communion which, by 
virtue of the key of David, is fometimes opened for 
our prefent refrefbment and encouragement, in our 
path of deep proving and frequent difmay j much lefa. 
of fo refting in it, as always to be ready for the 
expxQffion of thofe things whic^. are not at our com-« 
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mand. I conclude thou knoweft diat ' har 

been fometime in a low depreffed fituation of mind; 
but her company had a favour in it, of which flie 
faerfelf was not fenfible, as is generally the cafe witb 
tfaofe who are under the moft unmixed diipenlations 
of purifying virtue. That ftate wherein all fenfe of 
comelineft is taken away, and under which we are 
clothed, as the prophet Daniel thought himfelf, witb> 
corruption, is that which appears to me the moft 
acceptable, and no doubt is the beft prepared to 
receive the language of, ^< Arife, thou art greatly 
beloved of the Lord;" the chaftening of thefe hav- 
ing been feen, and their many mournings heard, by 
the gracious ear of the Lord of Sabaoth. How dif- 
ferent would things be amongft us as a people, if all 
Ihofe who wiih to be confidered^ as umfer the-diVine: 
forming hand, and who are ready to ftep into fervice^ 
were but enough emptied, and their beauty flained 
in their own eyes I Many fpacious buildings on- a 
fiuidy foundation, would then be thrown down, and 
there would be more exercife and. care in fearch of* 
the immoveable Rock of ages, which really in many 
places feem grievoufly negle^ledk My prolpeds are- 
often mournful when I look at myfdf ; there weak- 
n^k and inexperience in fome neceilary. refinements 
are forrowfuUy manifeft ; and on taking a view of 
the ftate of the vifible church, we fee many of its 
membei;s fo. difeafed that they cannot perform their 
allotted fundions, nor edify the body, though they 
retain their places there.. The redeemed fandified 
church how fmall ! and in what a.wildernefs ftate !^ 
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^p that to look at ourfeWes, at the degenerate, or at 
the preferved church, minifters difcouragement, and 
ihews us the neceffity of turning our attention ano« 
ther way; inward, inftead of outward, and there 
waiting for the renewings of that power by which 
the worlds were made, and receiving fupplies for 
fpiritual wants at the firft almighty Hand. 

Sheffield, ift month, lySy^-Your joint affec- 
tionate falutation came duly to my hands, and with 
the fympathy exprefled in it, afforded me a little of 
that coi^olation which the drooping mind ibmetimes 
longs to partake of, when meditating on its own 
weakneis and unworthineis of the renewed proc^ 
of friendly regard and Chriftian fellowfbip* It i$ 
plea&nt indeed for brethren to dwell together in 
unity; and O that, in order to retain this mark of 
difcipleihip, our eye may be Angle ! for this leads to 
a communion fliU more excellent and pure, than that 
which we enjoy with each other in this mixed ftate 
of diings, even a communion with the light which 
difcovers all things, and is the life of thoTe that believe 
in it. Yes I do know your path, and that it is a 
tribulated one : may you run your race therein with 
patience; for ^ tribulation worketh patience, pa«. 
tience experience, and experience hope, and hope 
maketh not afhamed, becaufe the love of God, (and 
not of ourfelves) is fhed abroad in our hearts." Here 
is a foundation, which the gates of hell cannot pre- 
vail againft, and which, as we keep to it, will pre- 
fbrve us from being foon fhaken in mind, or troubled 
with thofe changeable things which in the courfe of 
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our pilgrimage may befal us. I hope you will con-' 
tinue" to keep in your remembrance a poor little 
fifter, befet with many difcouragements, and fifted 
with many fears and doublings, particularly refpeft- 
ing our future movements ; for I endeavour what I 
can to leave the things that are behind. 

Thorne, 4th month, 1787 — Your company was 
pleafant to us, and the remembrance of you is fo, 
and I truft will continue as long as the fmcerc engage* 
ment of our minds is to be branches in the fame 
Vine* Though, feparately and unitedly, we may 
experience the chilling blafts of winter, and feel the 
drynefe and ftrippednefs peculiar to that feafon .; yet 
learning in the fchool of thrift, in every ftate to be 
content, and perceiving with increafmg clearnefs^. 
where the fap^ remains, we can rejoice therein, and 
£ilute each other in true poverty of fpirit^ 

Broughton', in Lihcolnfliire, 4th month, 1787— 
I received a kind encouraging letter from thee fome 
months ago, when,, with many others, I was stbout 
the remains of our dear frien4* ■ • We had 

been paying, for a few days before, the laft office of 
friendfliip to hini, and were witnefles to the awful 
conflidh of his fpirit, in ftruggling, after many year^ 
difobedience to the openings of truth, for that eternal 
peace for which his foul was poured farthlike water, 
and his bones feemed out of joint ; but divine com-^ 
paifion was near, through the efficacy of renewed 
vifitation, to gather into the heavenly garner. The 
feafon was altogether fo deeply affefting to my mind^ 
which, was low and dcgrclTcd when I went, and I.go^. 
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fo involved in the gloomy paflages of death through 
which he had paiTed, that it feemed as if many cir- 
cumftances attending my continuance in mutability, 
were loft in the profped of that folemn period wherein 
mortality muft be put oiF* But on reading that part 
of thy letter wherein thou iayeft, that in thy late 
illnefs, thy hope was abundantly confirmed in the 
invifible power of an endlefs * life, I was favoured 
with a little glimpfe of the faints inheritance, which, 
at times, has revived ever fmce, as a cordial to my 
mind.: for in the courfe of divine wifdom, the hand 
of affliction, and deep Q)iritual probation, has Iain 
fteadily upon me for many months. Thou wouldft 
bear of an. illnefs I'had at Sheffield, which occafioned 
my dear huiband's hafty return. My dwelling, for 
fome ^time, feemed to be at the gates of death both 
fpiritually and naturally ; being in that ftate wherein 
J could fay with the fpoufe, that <<i fought him whom 
my foul loveth, yea, I fought him upon my bed, and 
found him not ;" yet this invifible Arm being under- 
neath, was gracioufly revealed in an acceptable time, 
when, through fore tribulation, a refigned frame of 
xnlnd became more my experience. 

Ives, 5th month, 1787 — ^If the right thing does 
but prevail in the approaching folemny:y, it may be a 
time of healing. Thofe whofe fpiritual faculties, are 
alive in the truth, can hardly fail of beginning to feel 
an exercife on that account ; and no doubt it is ne- 
ceflary that it fhould be fo, in order to prepare and 
reduce the minds of friends to a ftate of child-like 
fimplicity, and that abafednefs of felf, which endureth 
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all things^ hath nodiing to lofc, and therefore, with 
Chriftian firmncfs, rejoiccth in that tribulation, by 
which the pure lowly feed of the kingdom triumphs 
in overcoming evil by that which is good. Thou 
and others have had to drink many bitter cups in 
that place 5 and it may be that, through patient per* 
feverance in well-dcnng, in fecret fuflFering with the 
feed, maintaining the £uth in that power dirough 
which miracles are ftill wrought, Ae day is approach- 
ing, wherein that life which is the light of men may 
become more con^icuoufly the crown and diadem 
of our aflemblics, and of die ferviccs performed in 
the church. 

Wellingborough, fth month, 1 787— I received 
thy letter, and was pleafed to hear from thee, though 
the account of thy health, &c. was not fo ^vourable ^ . 
as might be wiihedi but I hppe that after thou fet 
off from home, and became refigned to what had 
fometime appeared right, thou would revive both in 
body and mind. I have frequently known it to be 
the cafe with myfel^ having been often worft juft 
l»efore&tting out, when the mind was deprefled with 
the weight of future engagements, and loaded with 
the ienfe of its own exceeding great weaknefs, and 
inability to do any good ; and at the fame time, hav« 
ing the comfortable enjoyment of divine help veiled 
till the needful feafon. This experience was never 
more confirmed to me than in the prefent journey, 
Aor the fufficiency of that arm, which remains to be 
mighty to fave, is ftrength in our weaknefs, and a 
prefent helper in the needful time. If we are but 
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favoured in our future fteppings, to incres^e in this 
experience) our trials which are in the way to it will 
not be too heavy, in comparifon of that pure confo- 
lation which they produce: and as we are endea* * 
vouring (all of us I hope) to move forward in a line 
of fiiQplicity and fiiithfulnefs to what we apprehend is 
fight, do not let us add to our difficulties, by admit- 
ting carnal reafomags, and taking too much thought 
for to-morrow 4 but rather labour after that great 
attainment of living one day at once. 

Clonmell, 6th month, 1 787-— You will fee by 
the foregoing, that we are arrived at the intended 
j)lace of our abode, and have ventvred to afk at laft 
for a reconunendation from our friends of the monthly 
meeting. I truft it is with diffidence, and the humb- 
ling fenfe that we are liable to err, that we take this 
ftepi and yet, as it appears in the way to peace, it 
is no doubt (afeft to take it, and alfo moft confident 
with good order. We wifli not to get from under 
.that difpofition which, in the feeling of creaturely 
weaknefs, << feareth always," left the fubtle, trans* 
forming enemy fhould beguile us* induce to eat of 
that which is not good, and beget a confidence in 
x>ur own ftrengtb and fiifficiency to preferve our- 
felves. A felf-righteous ipirit is greatly to be dreaded ; 
and though a ftate (^ doubting and difcouragement 
is attended with many more forrows, yet if the faith 
remain unfhaken, it is at times refreflied witb that 
precious dew, and the fpringing up of that well of 
life, which make amends for all, fecretly replenifh 
the droqpingjvyet waiting mindj^ and encourage it to 
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prefs forward in the way which the vulture's eye hath 
not feen, nor any natural fiercenefs ever trodden 
therein. Well ! I truft fo much we may lay, that our 
minds, fince leaving England, have been bowed in 
toiitrition before him who fees in fecret, and fettled, 
fometimes in a quiet dependance upon his almighty 
Arm, rather defiring to be fuftained in obfcurity, than 
to be accounted any thing amongft men. 

CtoNMELL, 8th month, 1787— Your joint faluta- 
tion was truly acceptable ; for though our love was 
not leflened, yet the fenfible feeling of it, on reading 
your letter, was comforting to us, and ftrengthened 
the defire, that neither heights nor depths, things 
prefent nor things to come, may ever, te able to* ,r 
feparate us, either from the love of the great Shep- ** 
herd, or from any of his faithful flock 5 of which 
number, may we, beloved friends, approve ourfelves 
in all humility and godly care, enduring hardnefs as 
good foldiers of Jefus Chrifl, and not in our wills 
entangling ourfelves with the affairs of this life ; but 
feeking above all things to pleafe Him who hath 
mercifully called us into the fpiritual warfare. Ah 
poor — — — indeed I any thing that denotes the 
entrance of the wolf, feems to touch my tendereit 
feelings ; becaufe that little part of the great Shep- 
herd's flock has been peculiarly vifited, and their 
welfare the objeft of my frequent and fervent folici- 
tude. Oh what need there i$ of watchfulnefs ! truly 
the wolf Cometh to tear and deflroy, though, in order 
to deceive, he may put on the fheep's clothing : fo 
that nothing but the true light can difcover the hidden 
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things of his diflionefty.^— -^I hmtc had ctnfe to (kjv 
iince leaving my native country^ that the divine hanl^ ' 

is full of bleffings, and diat our reat comlbrts depani* 
iiot fo much upon outward drcumftances^ as on that' 
holy attra£tive influence^ which at times graciouflf ' 
-c^ns a paffiige, for the JiumbM mind, out of the 
numbers and dtfcouragements of the prefent timc^ 
into a ftate refembKng the green paftures of lffe» 

. and enables to lie down in quiet refignation as befide 
the ftill waters; leanng future events, when we 
have done oar beft, to that power which can turn 
the wilderhefs into a fruitful field, and caufe the 
fruitful field to be -counted for a foreft. When this 
good h mercifully near, and we are favoured with 
the common comforts of life, there ought to be a 
.grateful acknov4edgment thereof, as well as obe- 
dient 'returns^ 

CioNMEX, 8th month, 1787 — Thy brotherly 
falutation confirmed a hope I had entertained, that 
there lived in both oar minds fiich a degree of true 
love, as that whether we thus converfed together, or ' 
jiot, we fhould nevertherlefs be favoured to feel one 
anodter in oar re^ecJive lots, and experience the 
truth of that faying, « Deep uttereth unto deep.** 
My dwelling, in general, has feemed fo much in 
twilight, that meditation fuited me better than 
a6tion, and the increafe of my acquaintance with 
the eveijafting Friend^ whofe name is Wonderful, 
and whofe wcH-ks are inconceivably (b to the natural 
mind, has feemed an enjoyment of the very efTencc 
of all friendfhip. In feafons of awful retiremeni^ 
& 
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iiace I came this tune to this land, |ny fpint has 
faluted the few fathers, the brethren and fifters, 
yea, and the inftrnfiors too, whofe counfel is the 
counfel of truth, and whofe joy is inks protperity^ 
and O ! that my fteppings amongft you, may be 
• fuch as to bring no diihonour, nor be the occafioa 
of ftumbling to any ! I wi(h to be the companioa of 
fuch as faithfully and fecretly labour for the in* 
creafing prevalence of gofpel power; that (b, 
through its purifying and fan£tifyin^ operation^^ 
every work may be wrought ; and become an objedt 
of the blei&ng which makes truly rich. Tribula- 
tions are undoubfedly the lot of all, who are feeking 
to follow their Lord and Matter in the Regeneration ; 
but He who knows what they fiand in need o^ in 
His own due and appointed time, reveals to them 
His confolations, if they are willing to dive deep 
enough £or them; for thou knoweft it is in the 
deeps, that wonders are feen, and pearls procured* 

If I knew how to put into words, the variety of 
my fentimenls and feelings fince coming to Clon* 
mel, the freedom I feel with thee rather urges me 
to it ; but fomeway or other, they feem enveloped 
jin an undefigned lecrecy, and whenever I attempt to 
^mifcjid, there is a fudden reftraint, like the turning 
of a^do^Ue lock, and a wife and gracious intima« 
ijon, to Mc^ 10 my tent* The Lord is riie tent of . 
J^cob. How^d^abje is it then to be of the wreft- 
|ii(>g feed, .the Jew inward, *• of the circumcifion 
^Itat worfliip .God in fp^jrit, rejoice in Chf ift Jefus, 
ax4 h»yfi AO j;onifide;ice in the fleih :** for thefe. 
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kiibwiiig in whom they have believedi have the re* 
fdrge of the righteous to flee to ; and hting thus 
exercifed and favoured, no matter how little and 
fimple fuch appear, how much they feel their own 
weaknefs, nor how proftrate they lie at the feet of 
their Matter, inhere, with reverent attention His 
gracious words are heard and received. I have 
often feared that, for want of fiiith enough herein^ 
and a patient waiting, in the abdfcment of felf, for 
the renewed revelation of the divine will, the carry- 
ing forward of the Lord's work, both in individuals, 
in the vifible church, and in the earth in general, 
ihould be retarded; and thofe dejfigned to be the 
ixiftruments thereof (hould forbear to follow the 
Lamb through fufFcring, and to fight under His 
banner; Ihould lofe that hope which maketh not 
alhamed, becaufe the love of God is flied abroad in 
the heart ; and cad away their ihield, as though it 
^ad not been anointed. Well ! may we profit by 
thefe confiderations ( and locking forward beyond 
the things that are ken which are temporal, to the 
things that ate not feea which are eternal^ hold faft 
our feith, and the prc^fefBon of it without wavering, 
feeing that he is faiAful who hath mercifully call- 
ed us. 

I obfcrvc thy confignment of a few lovely plants 
to my care ; but hoping and believing that th«y arc 
divinely cared for, and are already taught where to 
feek their own bread, I feel particularly cautious of 
being the means of drawing their attention to any 
fouree of comfort or inftrudion, inferior to that 

R 2 
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'which has been opened in the fecret of their own- 
fouls* I wifh them to be more and more acquainted 
Avith, and. fingly to rejoice in, the voice of their 
beloved; and I know this is all thou coveteft:for 
tbem« But we nrnft both allow, that vifited minds 
are fometimes in danger of (eizing and reftlng ia 
fecondacy confolations, by placillg an undue depend- 
ance upon the inftrument of their good, and being 
thus prevented from getting down to tfaofe nether 
fprings, where, with pure and humble rejoicing, 
the fpirii draweth water, and no fleih glories* I do not 
mean that d»efe dear girls are in any danger of being 
loo much ^t^ched to me ; becaufib they have nei* 
ther occafion to be hy nor are fo unwife; but 
though I love them, and have apprehj^nded myfelf 
£onftraine.d to demonftrate it, yet my own ^ate ge«» 
nerally feek an objed of the companion and fym- 
}>athy of the feebleft traveller Zion* wards ; and this 
confciouihefs makes mc, keep much at home, and 
moftly in my chamber, where the fweet fociety of 

my beloved R. G* and iwir truly vsluable , 

fends back, now and then, a riiipg figh, and urges 
me to number my bleflings ; fetting before me the 
comfortable experience cf the Appflle, wbiqh I am 
zealoufly preiEng after, that of learning ^< in aH ftates 
to be content," We have been favoured with.manj 
epiftolary vifits from puf . friends in England, which 
are not unlike little brooks by the way ; but ah« we 
may fit by thiem til) they dry up I howeveti comforts 
they are in their proper plapes. 

ClONMEL, 9thmomb, 17S7— EyeryblciBng^is 
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at the diipofal of uncning wifdom; and our~trae 
»«ijoynicnts arc generally proportioned to the rcfig^ 
nation our minds attain, to furrcnder whatever wer 
-poflfeis to the Turnings of the divine hand, countings 
nothing truly good but what is purified by it. This> 
is a ftate which fweetens the bittereft cups, and fees* 
beyond the tranfient gratifications of a worldly fu-' 
perficial fpirit ; aud is only arrived at by a (inglc 
attention to,. and humble waiting and dependance 
upon, the fecret monitions of the fpirit of truth. 
— -Pleafant profpc6ls, or enjoyments of any kind,. 
are often much veiled from my view, or fbaded 
with a gloom, which the fallacy of human judgment, 
and the futility of all natural gratifications, caft 
upon the mod lively and lawful ideas : having,^ 
therefore, fixed our eyi^ upon one glorious object, 
O may it be prefcrvcd fingle to the end of the^ 
race I that our running being with patience, and 
the fleps we take attended with light at the iinifhing. 
of the work afligned us, we may then be indifputabty 
xonvinced, that having had no continuing city hcre,> 
we have found one which hath foundations. 

Clokmbl,. 9th month, 1787 — As the prefent 
fcenc Uj confiftent with the nature of things,. 
chequered with a variety of circumflances and feel- 
ings, we muft endeavour after that fortification of 
fpirit, which (b endures all. things as to profit by 
fliem, and render ou Helves objefts of the care of the^ 
great Shepherd* Jufl to arrive at an attainment of 
this kind, is nearly all our drooping minds are ledl 
u> defire, without any extraordinary exerUoiis for 

R3. 
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enjoyments out of the line of divine appointcneat. 
I ieeniy at times, more and more encompafled with 
doubts and fears ^ faith is often deeply tried, and 
fuch depreffions for a little while come over me, 
.that confcious of having ventured,, at the callj. to 
walk as on the fea, and the fupporting evidence 
withdrawn, my (ecret cry refcmblcs poor Peter's 
when he faid, " Save Lord or I perifh." Nothing 
ihort of divine compai&on, and the renewed exten- 
ilon of holy help, can ilrengthen us to prefs forward 
with acceptance through the few fuCceeding pro- 
bations of our day, and open in us that eye of faith 
which, looking beyond them all^ brightens at the 
glory that fliall be revealed unto thofe, whofe gar- 
ments have been wafhed and made white by the 
fpirit and power of the Lamb. There is fomething 
in us fo prone to fettle down at eafe in profperity, 
that without fome fatherly chaftifements, we might 
forget from whom we receive our fpi ritual and tem- 
poral bleiSngSt 

Clonmel, loth month, 1787 — My mind, 00 
returning, and fiiTce, was favoured with a fecret 
humBle truft that I was not out of the w^y of my 
duty, in accompanying to Ennifcorthy and Carlow, 
nor in leaving you at the latter place ; though my 
ftay aftervirards in Waterford was not utuccom* 
. panied with that mortification, wherein no fle(h can 
glory, and which was, no doubt, in mercy, diC- 
penfed to us, to keep the poor vefTel inliich a degree 
of fan£tification and honoiu*, as to be at all fit for 
ufe in the fpiritual family. I conclude that I need 
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iBore of this kind of difpenrations thaa others^ be^* 
caufir I think more of them falls to my lot, which^ 
proves there is more ta mortify* But though I 
often itnagine myfclf ready to feint, yet my fcrverrt 
prayer is that I may not utterly; but rather be 
ftrengthened to* endure the crofs, and defpife the 
fiiame of creaturely atefement, looking to the Au«- 
thor of all true foith^ for fuch renewed fupplies as« 
to ftcer fafely through this uncertain ftate of beings 
and foi* ability, in the due and appointed time, lo*" 
fimih the wifely allotted portion of work, in reve- 
rent dcpcndance that that which is right, and 
abundandy more than we defervc, will be mercifully 
tecompenfeJ* 

III die fervrcie wherein tftou art now engaged, I 
tru({ befp wiTI not fail of being aiForded in the need*^ 
fill time, (b as to give you all abundant caufe \i\xm^ 
biy to acknowledge in the winding up of your vili't 
&at ye have lacked nothing. Perhaps the fme of 
your proceeding, as to pafling from pface to place^ 
is right J but fome way my mind follows you with a 
fort of regret, that more time was not allowed to 
have vifitedi if truth had opened the way, the fa-^ 
tnilies of friends in / the flaeion of minifters and 
elders. There is much truth in a common faying^ 
that the work which is well donr,^ is twice done ;, 
and though this may be found" the more raortify-^ 
fng and arduous part of the fcrvice, yet the neceC- 
fity^and propriety of it being great, the peace refult* 
tng from faithful labour therein, would no doubt: 
have been proportioned; But this feems like an uiib- 

R4 
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fcafonablc hint, and I do not know any ufe there xmf 
be in dropping it, except by way of preface- to an 
obfervatton I was about to make9 that friends upon 
religious viiits often appear to be cramped in their 
.paffing along, from a fort of human prudence.whicb 
diflates their making a long firing of appointments, 
j)crhaps exceeding what is perceived by the eye of 
&ith : thus they may be prevented from approving 
themfelves' tbofe fimple, humble followers of the 
great Matter, which in the fincerity of their own 
hearts they have earneftly defired to be. Whether 
this proceeds from the want of faith in individuals, 
or the undifcerned influence of general cuftom, I 
know not ; but certainly it is a fafe and hidden path 
which the Chriftian traveller walks in, when, in no 
teCpcHy he defires to take the lead, but refignedly 
gives himfelf up to be led, ftep by fiep, through the 
diffictdties of his allotted line of fervice. 

Clonmel, nth month, 1787 —r I received this 
morning, with comfort, the long retained token of 
thy afFeAioa; and can aflure thee I am poor enough 
to enter, with heart-felt fympathy, into the fituatioi\ 
thou defctibefti pofTt/rmg nothing whereon to build 
hopes of divine acceptance, unle& renewed by the 
creative word of Omnipotence^ and replenifhed 
with, ftrength to hold on my way. Let us not 
then cafl aw^y our confidence, nor conclude our- 
£blves ^nprofitably tried, when we fee ourfelves as 
we are ; but rather rejoice in this tribulation,, and 
.temptation to call in ^^ueftlon all that felfifh pro- 
priety, which human nature would iubtilly fuggeft 
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to us as wrought by the heaVenlj Hand. Count it 
all J07 dut thou art fo clothed with a fecret fenfe 
of corruption, and art fenfible of thy own inca* 
pacity to da any good thing ; and rather defire to 
live long under thefe humbling impreffions, than to 
be taken away from all opportunity of magnifyiag 
that « grace, Mj which thou art what thou art,*' 
poor as thott'thinkeft thyielf. Should we be foolifh 
enough to think we know any thing, the voice oF^' 
wifdom would fi>on inform us, that we know no- 
tiiing as we ought to know : in patience then pof«- 
fefs diy foul, and keep in. view aa increafing refig'- 
nation to every fecret pointing to duty. Wc are 
very apt anxioufly. to look for that good in our 
own way, and' in our own time,, which is only to 
be obtained by doing the divine will, after we have 
known it; forgetting ihat they who. err* herein,, 
afe beaten with many ftripes : if this is not now thy 
ftate, ^e hint will, do thee no harm4 Ht who 
knows what is beft fpr us, wifely makes us weary 
of. ourfelves and all vifible objeds, in order to be* 
get that hunger and thirft after righteoufiiefs,. to 
which the Uef&ngs and promife belong; and foto- 
attach us, in &cred union with himfelf,.aAd love- 
to His caufe, as that in tbcCe days of laliewarmnefs 
in holy zeal, when the pure feed,, through defer- 
lion, breathes the powerful query, *^ Whom (halll 
wc fend^, and who will go for us i^ we may,, in fin— 
glenefs of heart, and living faith. in divine fiiflicien- 
cy, anfwer, *^ Here am 1, fend me." Though this 
feems an intercourfe fuperior to what wex^ften think 
R 5> 
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is ever allowed us, yet the gentle movtngs of tfar 
fpiritual life, and the fubjedled difpofition of oui* 
minds thereto, in my apprehenfion, ftrongljr refeio-* 
bles it; and if many vifited young people in this 
land, as well as my own, had placed their dependance 
upon the fan&ifying operation of that-&cred fire^ 
which quickens the mind and prepares the iacrifice, 
rather than confulted vainly with fleih arid blood, 
they would have been ftronger ia the fatth^ and more 
of them righteous contenders for it, 

CLONMEt, nth months 1787— -It is by a fingle 
dependajice upon that divine and creative power^ bji 
which all things were made that are made, that we 
find hard things made eafy, and the mixture of hur 
man events £0 fan£iified, as to be rendered faltuary 
portions ; the immortal part in us is ftrengthened to 
afcend, as with, wings of faith and love, that mounr 
tain fpoken of by the prophet, where " nothing caa 
hurt or dcftroy." A true gofpel.fpirit fo ftrongly 
refembles this defirable habitation, that when, ia 
fome degree of its own purity, it breaks in upon ous 
impoveriflbed minds,, we are renewedly convinced 
that f|eib and blood hath not revealed it unto us ; but 
bumbly fubmitting to its operation and dirediiony iel£. 
becomes of no reputation, and ^< The Locdaloue is 
exalted in that day/^ 

I feel, as I am writing, a fecrct breatbihg^^fc^tfij 
brother's and thy prefervation, and encouragement 
topurfue invariably the one thing needful, becaufe 
it is fealed, that that ihall never be taken away* 
The purity and permanency of heavenly trearvM'e9 
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are obje&s of no fmall magnitude to the enlightened 
mind, which has feen the flu&uation of vifible en- 
joymentS) and the vanity of all its efforts, without 
divine aiEftance, to obtain the ihialleA particle of' 
true fpiritual bread, or one drop of that confolation- 
which is only derived from the pure gift, or well in 
us, fpringing up into life everlafting. But it is not 
enough to be enlightened; we muft alfo wait, in 
the abafement of felf, for the thing fpoken of and 
defiroi ; and be willing to accept the Apoftle^s ex- 
hortation, not to be conformed to this world, but 
transformed by the renewing of our minds, fo as to 
prove what is- the good and perfect, and acceptable 
will; and^thento doit, even at the lofs of human 
approbation, and all die fiihes of the unregenerate 
will and- wiOom of the creaturd; Here we. learn the 
myftery of buying the truth, and felling all'that we 
have for it y a myftery whidi, amongft^- many more, 
is hid from the wife and pruddnt, and^ revealed unto 
the babes in Chrift. I often lament my unfitnefs to 
receive thefe things, and a difpofition, out of the 
clearnefs and power of the gofpel, to accommodate 
myfelf,' particularly in company, to a worldly fpirit, 
rather than fuiFer as a fooT for the feed*s fake ; and 
yet I truft I am>making wa^agalhft'it, and have vic- 
tory inviewi 

Clokm^l, ift month, 1788 — To be furniDied 
with that excellent armour thou fpeakeft of, is truly 
defirablej and when without it, the prayer of my 
heart is, quietly to keep in -my tent ; and even with 
it j to make no boaft^ Mr to v&' it . but by renewedi 
R 6. 
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commiffion- It js one of the eflentials for the poor • 
Chriftian traveller^ in^ every ftation in life ;. becauie- 
of the open attacks, the fide blows,, and crafty pur« 
fuits of Qur unwearied adv^riary. Lftel theoa daily,. 
and. long for an increafb. of ftrength to refift him, 
ilcdfafl ill the faiithti He many times- feeks .to make 
our hearts fad) when the (rord. has .iM>t made them- 
fad^.and to perplex and.embitter our paflage through- 
lifey^ when he perceives that tiktt \s the length of his 
chain. . 

We prpppfe fetting oiF forGcifk i» themorning. 
Zven that is a. burden > and I might foon .work myfelf *. 
«p to believe,., that I am not afak to go half way to : 
Clogheen. How admirably wife, . and adapcted .to thp - 
weaknefs of our frame^ was that exhortation of the* 
great Mafter, ** Take no thought for to-morrow : V 
this, and fuch like compaffiooate counfe],.fometimes^ 
^op into my mi4d in the midft of my co|ifli£t$, and 
jH'ove to be words of. that kind wbieh both winda 
and waves obey. 

CiioNMEL, 2d month, i788*r-Tfiough the rpot of 
any good afFedion be alive, yet there is butone right ^ 
feafoo prefcribed in divine ceiconomy fer it to manifefi: 
itfelf in the branches,. by cauilng theniito hud> bloT^ 
fom,. and bear fruit; and thal^being the fpring-tixne 
of divine favour,, when the Sun of Righteouftiei^- 
breaks forth upon the Lord's plantation,, ij^e muft 
wait for it in patient, though eameft, expe^Ution, tba^ • 
as our abiding is in. the allotment of pure wifdom^. 
the winter (however long) wiU in timeA>e paft, the 
i^ns and tempefts will fubfide, the-time jof the ibging^ 
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0f birds cofne» and the voice of the turtle be heard in 
«mr land : jtbeoi^ though we enjoy it in but a fmatr 
degree,, we canfidute eachn other in fpirit and word»» 
and hail all thbfe whqy. like Mary, are bearing pre- 
cious ieed^ let their ftations in religious or civil :fo« 
ciety be what they may. A' ialutation. of this foi^ 
fprings in my heart to my endeared friends $ to the 
parents who have known Uiui that is from^ the 
beginning, and to die*youi%er branc;h»s who have 
me^furajbsly been ftrengtbened to overcame die wicked 
xuiei fincerely defiring, that a^ wc have,, through^ 
abtindan/t mercy, heenbegotten again to« lively hope 
by the power ofthe firfl reftirre£lron, we may, l^ough 
iour varied exercifes, keep^our eye Single to the pre— 
ierving power lof divine love, .and to diat inheritance 
which is incorruptiJble, and fadeth not away,ae^rved: 
in heaven ibr thofe who ace kept by the virtue 
thereof, and the precious gift of'&kbunto thelaft 
^y. For herein is gceat joy,. when. outw^d cir<- 
cumftances, and.the accufer of t^ brethren fyeak 
Uoviie '9 here the trtbttlated Cl^nftian travdler finds 
an^undefiled reft^ and^^y die light comoiits his fpirit 
in puce refignatton^to die guiding hand * of Ommpa* 
tence ; feeling to die conibbtion of his affiiAed foul, 
diat for. all his omiffions and comniiffionsj. he has an^ 
advocate with the Fadier: not an High Prieft that 
eanaot.be touched with a feeling of our ii^mities; 
but one tempted in like manner, and who knows^ 
how to fiiccourthoie that are tried. Welt «might the 
^ialmift, who was fo largely acquainted with the 
dealings of infinite wifilop9> exclaim, ^^ How exceU 
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lent is thy loving ki^dnefs, O Lord ; becaufe thereof 
the fons c( men put their truft under the fh«dbw of 
thy wing/' ^ 

Colchester, .3d month, 1788— We were at their 
week-day meeting here- yefterday, and had a large 
publick meeting in the evening, in both of which, I 
truft, we were owned by the Mafter of all rightly 
gathered aflemblies; and might "have been more fo, 
if reftgnation,. and a willingifeis- to- appear weak and 
fooliih as- we are, had been, more experienced^ I 
often think, that ifj in* this refped, we were fuffi^ 
€iemly humble, we ihould fare better than we do ; 
and> that), whilft we were preferved from foolifh 
preachings the fooltihnefs of preaching (as the worldly 
wife efteem it) when in the dononftration. oftbe 
ipirit, would be blefied- beyond our coiicq)tion) ai^I 
mado fpmediing like the barky leaves^ by which the 
multitude Were fed. We know our own emf^y^ 
ments ; but the myfterious workings of- the heavenly 
hand, in carrying forward the redemption of th« 
nations from die fall, are. wifely concealei from. us 4 
yet the inquifitivenefs and judgments of the ciea^ 
tucely.part). often lead us into difcouragements whem. 
we fhpuld^in the fimplicity of little children^.do as 
we are. bldden>^.aQd leave, the event to Hhn who 
knows beft' how,,.and when,, to u£b the weak and 
foolifh thingi^ of : this woddi ta confound the wifdoni 
4>( the wifev 

CoLCHESTERv 3^month^.t'j%9'^By way of apo« 
I<lgy for my iilence> let me fay, that^writing, in many 
refpefts, lefs fiiited the difpo&tioa and ^ualiixcaiKioas 
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tf my mindf for many months back, than: a fiknt 
ii^dication upon the nothingnefs of fdf i i/rfiich was 
£ir from always obftruding the fweet circulation of 
Chriftian feUowfliip} and folicitude for the preferva* 
tion> under the ibadow of the Holy Wing, of $SL 
thofe who, by difpeniations unerringly wile,, are- in^ 
volved in the depths of difcouragement and difinay^ 
with refpeffc to tkeir own. ability to promote any 
good word, and work i and yet whofe diffident minds 
are often aflaulted by Ae accufer of the brethren* 
Thefe have, howevery no occafion of cafting away 
their confidence, when they refle£k upon the oiaay 
deliverances which they have received through the 
communication of eternal help, and uemcmbec the 
gracious promife of the gseat Mafter,. todiofe who 
dweU under his righteous.government $ «* Lo I I am 
with yoaahrays, even to the endbf the world.'*-- 
You are as epifUes written in my heart, wherein I 
often mediute with iecret comfort, under the belief 
that you are, in unerring wUdom, defigned to be 
fellaw«-helpers in promoting the caufe of truth and 
r ighteouind$> and fellbw traveUecs in the way thereof. 
If you meet with trials and difficulties,, you know 
there is nothing new in that ;, they have ever attended 
the fpotfteps of. the flock ^ and when, we are careful 
not to multiply them by any de&ult of ours, they air 
ib m^y proofs of our being the followers of a fuffiww 
iog Ii^rd,. which are fealed by our extra^ng benefit 
ftom them^ and fan£ti6ed by obedience. Hold cn^ 
then a$ ypu havei begun ^ Count nothing too near» 
01 too deaf to part with for Chrift's iake and the 
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golpd^s ; fear not that humiliating baptifin, whicK' 
crucifies u& to the world, and the world unto u$ ;. 
and ntty> the Shepherd of Ifraelt lead you as bis own 
(beep,, convey to you the ii]di4>vitable intelligenoe of 
bis own will, and to preferve you in a ftate of fidelity 
CO himfelf, as dut none fliaU be able to pliick you 
^ut of his holy Hand ! 

Clommsi*, 1788 — It is a&voifr that the beft root^ 
needs no gceat. profeffion,.>or Ipecious wocds to nou*- 
riih it; it is not ftrengthened by a multitude of luxu- 
liant branches, though, if it be alive,, it will dif- 
cover itfelf by little luiddings,.Uofl9ming8,.and firuit^v 
Whilft therefore we ar« not. unprofitabiy anxious,, 
in time o^ winter, for that. which, is iMi^to^be had,, 
neither let us be too unconcerned^ when the fuU^: 
time is come/or the.manileftations of the life of the 
tree, nor count them of tittle value.; but'cherifli and 
proted them, left (bme indiftreet hand, .or fpirit in; 
ourfelves,. fliould rub off that wherein ia htddenly 
contained the. choiceft fr4it,. and fb render the com- 
ing of the fpring, and the genial influence of the 
Sun of righteoufnefs, inelie&ual to us. * Mahy cau- 
tions are neceflary under this fimile; for even, when 
a. tree bids fiiir. for. profiting and enriching thofe 
who poffieTs it, if that which it is to pfQduee in the 
fulneis of time,, be gathered before it ijS: ripe, tt fets: 
the teeth, of the eater on edge, and xaufqs the tree 
to he evil ^okcnof.. Thus, on many hands,. dan^ 
gers occur to us in die condu^ of our gifts, in re- 
ligious aa$i civil departmentsv Bow^ needful is it 
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iheD) to aik wifdom where it is to be had, and to 
ufe it when we have it ;. and alfo to cultivate that 
prudence which is her filler in fervice, and which 
often oppofes plans of our own contriving. Theie 
are fentiments which, though thrown out to you, 
tend to (hew me where, and how, I often mifs my 
ways and excite me to review the confideration of 
that merciful .kindnefs, which is fometimes extended 
to us in a very low eftate; when, in our own eyes, 
we feem qioft undeferving of that help .which can 
^one lift up our beads in hope, when the jSoods pf.a& 
flii^ion prevail, and the billows pafs over us. May Mie 
deepen in our experience of the Lord's fitfhetly <leal- 
ings with us ; that fo, approving ourielves more and 
more babes in Chrift, our knowledge of Aie myfteri^ 
of the kingdom may be pure, and pf tbatprefcfving 
;nature, that never pjuSeth up. 

Clonm£l, 1788-^It is notbec^fe thoiiatxd'thf 
dear wife were forgotten by us, that neither my'hufr 
band nor I have, fince our return from England, 
dropped you a line. Silence on my part, has chiefly 
originated in a confcioufnefs that I have not been 
deep enough in my fpirit, fo to draw water out of 
the welts of falvation as to be able, in true religious 
fympathy, profitably to vifit thy often difcouraged 
mind. To feel our incapacity to minifter, in a fpi- 
ritual fenfe, a cup of cold water to ever fo feeble a 
difciple (unto whom we may neverthelefs be bound 
in a conftant friendihip j Is a merciful impreffion ; 
becaufe it humbles Ais, and feals upon our fpirits that 
invariable truth, that " There is none good but one/* 
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What is this fenfe, but the anointing itfelf, which 
has holy certainty in it, feeing that it is no lie. 
Except it abide in ^is to this eflfed, our profefEon 
of being believers is vain ; we (hafi grow weary in 
the Chriftian life, and eur own rigbteoufnefs wiH 
£»on exhauft our ftrength: for fupplres from the 
•ternal Fountain would foon ceafe, were we to apr-- 
piiopriate them to the profecution of ends which the 
Lord never required at our hands, and negle£t that 
life of faith, of humble dependance upon the pure 
gift, and thofe precious infhienceS) hope and charity, 
which conftrain us to rcni&t unto the great Law* 
giver, in His time only, wh^foever be requires at^ 
our hands, though incomplete and foolifh to the un^. 
Amplified infjid. I often wifh, on my own accoiinfy 
to be more in &Mlance than I am« That infinite 
kindnefs has made me a partaker of the common 
fidvation, has ihed abroad in my heart a meafure of 
his love, and ftrengthened me, at times, t^ k^ hold 
on eternal life, Itruft the deceivablenefsof unright* 
eoufneft will never be fufFered to draw me from the 
belief of : but I look at the office of a* goipd mini^^ 
fter with an awfiilneis wtuch convinces me, that there 
are baptifms, bumiliations, and deaths peculiar to it); 
and that, except thcfc are often renewed, in order to 
ftrip off the plumage of paft experience, and of that 
knowledge of heavenly things, which, being like 
yefterday'5 manna, cannot fuftain, but fubtilly pufli^ 
up the mind; that babels ftate, unto which the myl^ 
tertes of the l^yigdom are unfiDkiedy is u<iattainabte*| 
and the infcription of holineis unto the Lord is with- 
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hefd, becaufe they are not cleanletf through the word 
fpoken unto tbetn* What will it do for us, even to 
be called to the work of the miniftry». if we fubmit 
not to thofe purgations which unerring Wifdom 
appoints ? We may become veflels marred on the 
wheel ; or, to ufe another fimile, if we fufFer not 
ourfelves, in Chriftian patience, to be bundled up as 
with the dry rods, and to.be as deftitute of verdure 
as they, we may, for want of complying with the ap^ 
pointed means of fruitfulnefs, fruftrate the divine 
purpofe to diftinguiih thofe who are inviilbly pre- 
ferved by the hidden life* Perhaps it may not be un- 
fafe to conclude, that in our. fociety there are fuch 
dcfei£ls ', but, as an individual, I find it fafeft, in con- 
formity to the great MafterV command^ to judge 
not, except, through the fptrit of the Son, the judg* 
ment of the everlafting Father is known; and at 
fuch feafons, the mind is too much humbled vaiiUy to 
feed on this revealed knowledge* 

CtoNMEL, 9th month, lySS*— Thy letter faluted 
us two days after our arrival at home, and was truly 
cordial^ reviving with great Cweetncis our love and 
friendship with thee, and thy dear wife; and alio 
ftrcngthening our hope, that He who, we truft, 
direfted our fteps to your parts, and mercifully pre* 
ferved us through owny jeopardies, will, as you and 
we furrender ourfdves to His all-wife difpo&l, fo 
carry on the eternal purpofe of his will as to Jncreafe 
our fruitfulnefs to His glory ; and though very re- 
motely Htuated one from another, n|^ us pajrtakers 
of the iame living fountain, whofe^ waters purify and 
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g;faiddeA the baptiaed members of the diurch* of Chrift 
wherever fcanered> or however obfcured by the ge- 
neral cloud of darknefs which the profeilbrs, of Chril^ 
ttanity are too apt to content themfelves in. But as 
^die eternal purpofes of God> are the election of Hi» 
-own^precious (eed in us^ (the Lamb that was flain) ; 
and the reprobation of that ipirit or feed of the 
ferpent) which with all the wrath and artifice of a 
fallen fon of the morning, is ever feeking to op-- 
.pofe the coming of the kingdom of the Meffiab-f 
.how ought we to watch and be ibber: confider* 
i<^ ourielves no longer fiife, nor objedfe of di- 
vine fiivour, than whilft our fpirits and affedions,, 
-are dedicated to His righteous control, cleanfing 
^and ianfii^ng, by the converting influence of His 
^wn fower. The feed of the kingdom, through 
'divine mercy remaining in us, and a difpofitioa ta 
^hfsUh and embrace it, preferves from the fin which 
grieves the Spirit, and leads into death. Where- 
rfofe, to ftand in -that which is ele£l, and to expert - 
^ence fcdemption from that fpirit which wars with 
it, ought invariably to be our aim ; and if, in a pur- 
fuit fo eilentially neceflfary, we meet with fu&ring^ 
and deep fpiritual confliA; yet remembering how in-^- 
ferior it all is to what He met with, who being truly 
the good Shepherd, laid down His life for this flieep>; 
and experiencing Him to be in us the hope of glory i 
the affli£(ions of the prefent time are counted light,- 
and the omnipotence of the Lord's everlafting arm* 
(as we fingly depend upon it) found to give viflory 
over the enemies of our own hcartbi to lead,, in tht 
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meekiids of wifiloin) though perfecutions firom with- 
out^ and to build up in the true £uth and ftedfaftneft 
•of the great Captain, who g^es forth conquering and 
to conquer. 

I know that religion is in a fbte with ]fou, as weH 
as widi' us„ which requires a patient waiting and 
iquiet hoping /or the lalvation of God ; which is o& 
«ten near to be revealed whea we fiunt in our mindsi 
and therefore hi\ of inheriting that bleffing the pairr- 
arch Jacob wreftled for^ through a night of faith- 
ful and fuccefsful exercife. Thy increafb in hea-^ 
venly treafure, my beloved friend and brother in the 
truth, is iecredy* and flrong^ coveted by me ; my. 
heart often meditates %ipon thy folituy fituation} 
jsLud in the renewings of gofpel love, thou and thy.. 
valuable wife are made like bone ofmy bone, and flefh 
of my fleib.. May the God of all grace and coBfida^ 
tion ftrengthen and £iccour youl and I moft aiTurediy . 
Relieve he will, as your love of His^iiMHrard and (pi- 
citual appearance, and glotiousr work* anaong men^ 
^rows as a tree of rig^tcoufneft, blinging^fodhificuit-^ 
in its feafo^i^ .and enduring, withiMimbleiubixiiiion^ 
^ very wintry and pruning^ di^i|(a;(ipn» 

We have hearil ibmetfaing, of thy pro^|^e£l'of de* 
•voting tbylelf to the edupuioa of chikben ; a iworh 
j)eculiarly wanted among.^- you,, andwhic^h^ if thou. 
^nter into,, in the fimplicity anAi>aceii(y whi|di>tfiu^ 
^iyes, will, there is no doubts ^be. a iMiefli|ig:40)9iai^ 
^od thou^ thereby rendered a. feeti^g fubfcriber to. 
that truths he^ that watereth^ is^watei«d«. hijpielf^ 
Th^u m^j^eft find it aa.aj:duaii$^4indcctaking^.a0d^ 
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attended with mortif)dng circumftinces ; but tf c li- 
beral foul (though it may fuflFer) knows beft how to 
travel profitably through them all. It is not human 
approbation that wc ought to depend upon, or have 
fingly in viewj but our ftudy (hould be to fliew 
ourfelves approved unto God; and then, whatever 
vocation in His wifilom we are placed in, or however 
weak we may feel ourfelves, we ihall have no )uft 
caufe to be a(hamed« 

nth Month, lySS-^I can feelingly fubfcribe to 
the trudi of what thou fayeft, that it is good to 
fpend one's days in the bands of a &ee and fincere 
friendfliip, and in the unity of a folid and conftant 
fiutfa. We are fevoured with many in thefe parts, 
who have been mercifully gathered to the pure 
l|)ring of eternal life, where true love and unity 
originate, and from whence they bring forth accept- 
able fruits ; but, as thofe confolations fometiroes 
aboundy fo do tribulations, on account of the Ipirit 
of the world, and many other (hares, by which the 
enemy of all good is daily feeking to draw afide \ 
and for want of watchfiilriefs and care, he* prevails 
to the great hurt of fome, and cafting a fliade over 
the purity and fithplicity that there is in the go(pel 
«f Chrift. So that, notwitfaftanding we are en- 
compafied with many bleffings and advantages, wc 
are not without our portion of trials ^ and can there- 
fore, in much iympathy and love, dip in Ipirit 
with thee, and feel thee as a fellow traveller in that 
path ot fufFering and probation which, in infinite 
Wifdom, is caft up for the regeneration and efta- 
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bKihment of all thofe w^ho walk in it, aad hold Ottt 
unio the end. Fear not, neither be difinayedy 
though thou feel thyfelf as a folitary bird, as a peli** 
can in the wildernefs, or a fparfow upon the houfe 
top. He that is in thee, is greater than he that is 
in the world. His wifdom will dired thee. His 
counfel guide thee, and His everlafting omnipotent 
arm fuftain thee : as thy faith is ftedfaft therein, and 
thy patience maintained in travelling through the 
abafing difpenfations which may fall to thy lot : for 
I do believe thou art intended to be a man for God, 
and no wonder then, if thou fuffi^r perfecution and 
affii^ion : remember they are but for a moment, 
and lights compared with that exceeding and eter- 
aal weight 4>f glory, which is revealed to the poor 
diftreiTed mind, when it looks beyond the ^^ things 
which are feen,** " to the things which arc not fcen." 
I feel much love to the dear young people amongft 
you ; and fhall be glad for them to be told fc^^ and 
that the good account thou fenteft refpe£king them 
has rejoiced the hearts of many. It they follow on 
to knew the Lord, th^ir minds will increafe in holy 
ftability; the enjoyments of this world will hde in 
their view; and an inward acquaintance with the 
Spirit of Truth will become moft precious to them ; 
they will not do their works (like the Pharifees) to 
, be feen of men, but the folidity and wcightineft of 
their fpirits, will demonftrate that Aey have been 
with Jefus, from whom they receive all their %uali* 
fications to perform true wosflu^y or |o do any tbin|( 
that is good» 



5^4 EXTRACTS from 

ClonmUi lOth moRCh, 178ft— Thy letter, which 
arrhred about a week agO|*was fweetly refreiUng 
and truly (alutary to us ; and I may now tell thee, 
that ibou^ acceptable, as an individual I needed it 
not to revive the flt^ngth of affe£lioiuKe attachment ; 
for my fpirit often embraces thee in the Sowings dF 
increafing love and felloM^ip, and feeU tbee, ac- 
cording to my fmall meafure of true knowledge, ia 
that precious unity which is better than all words' 
{chough ever fo frequently and finely exprefied) with- 
iMit it. Were it not for this cordial drop, inHbich, 
like oilf fometimes fwims on the top of pur bittereft 
cups, oitt £uth would hardly be ftrong enough to 
make us viAoriOtts- over even the little perplexities 
attendant upon this pilgrimage and ftate of pro- 
bation; but- He who knows that we are << feeble 
folk,'' and gracioufly compaffionates our cafe, be-' 
x^omes to us not only the Ihadow of a mighty rock 
in a weary land, but teaches us fo to build our neft 
therein, that, in time ol ftorms and trial, Ms holy 
inclofure preferves us, his faith ftays us, and this 
Tock' pours out precious oik May oiir dwelling 
ever be here, and oar inheritance be enlarged in 
tha^ which is pure!. Then, let our allotments be 
what they may ; whether our bodies inhabit the dark, 
or the more illununated, parts oP the earthj; whether 
we are encompafied witk for#ow and tra\'ail, or 
hive to -rejoice more iei^ly in ^ revealed falvation 
4>f<&e Almighty ^itn'i aH wili> work together for 
good^ and^we ihait' gcoi^tA qualtfic^ion to worikip v 
and magfiify that great and excellent name^ whLch 



LETTERS. 3«s 

<mly is w<irthy of the incenfe A^ in every place and 
jicuation is to i>e offered* 

Clonmbl, itdi itiontb, 1788— If I know mjr 
own heart, k is my defire to know my bufmefe, and 
itmply to do it, vi4iethcr it is taken cognizance of^ 
or Aoi, by the truly wife and honourable i whofe 
Ynendfliip, <boHgh ^ftrengthentng, ^onfoling, and 
therefore acceptable, may (if the heart be not in 
4bme degree redeemed and redeeming from the myf- 
terious workiiigs of felMove) be perverted, and 
inftead of noHrifhisig the pure immortal part, build 
ns up in an airy notion of our own nverits and attain* 
ments, ^and prove a fnare inftead of a bleffing. A 
iittle acquaintance with one's own human nature, a 
ifrequent deletion of its corruption, and the per- 
j3^1exities into which It introduces us when its fubtS 
arguments prevail, are enough to weary out a mind 
Wefled with the leaft fincere afpiration after perma- 
nent good, durable riches, and righteoufnefs ; and to 
content us in the moft oblcure lituation, i^ through 
unmerited mercy, it may but be in the courts of the 
I^ord.; with the coarfeft food, if but miniftered to us 
from the hand which is'-fuU of blef&ngs ; and under 
the moft unpleafant woric, if faith is vouchiafed, that 
in love and pity it will be accepted. Some of us 
Jiere feel it to be a low time ; my knees often arc 
ready to fmite together, and' my foul is exceeding 
ibrrowfuK That there are caufes in myfelf, and 
4:ircumftances attending our prefent fituation, I doubt 
not; ** Give me wifdom, and rejeft me not froaa 
*:^mongft thy children,*' is my fecret petition. 
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C1.0NMJ1L9 nth moHth, 1788— We have twelve 
girls, and cxpeA more foon; fo that thou wilt believe, 
cares multiply upon u$ : but all our endeavours will 
be inefFe6iual, both in this, and all other undertaking^j 
except the bleffing which makes truly rich, in unme- 
rited mercy, refts upon them. Did the world know» 
how dependant all fubftantial comfort and permanent 
joy are upon this heavenly gift, people in gener^ 
would toil lefs, think lefs of their own wlCiom, and 
more fimply follow that day ftar wliicfa arifeth in the 
heart, and dired«th to the pure life, in which the 
Father is well pleafed. It is a comfortable belief to 
my mind, that thou art arretted by this precious 
principle of divine light, which difcovers things as 
Aey really are. Be not afraid to be led by it, into 
ways thou knoweft not, and into paths thou haft 
not keni for, in due time, it will difpel the dark* 
nefs before thee, and make crooked things ftraight« 
One of the moft beautiful* though moft abailng dif- 
penlations, in the true Chriftian progrefs, is that of 
becoming as a little child ; the judgment is here 
taken away for purifi(;ation, and to be made truly 
ufeful in the Lord's wock, the foul breathes only to 
the parent for food, and depends upon no other for 
counfel. It is generally weak, but knowing itfelf £6, 
it is fafe: O happy ftate to be rightly brought into ? 
May we never be afhamed of it, but for our enpoii- 
ragem^t reDiem}>er, that of fiucb is the kingdom 9f 
heavea. 

i^SS-^Self-gratification in our own w^y 

jand tim<?, has not beea ;aUotte4 us for the path to 
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folid peace ; ' and if increafing humiliatioA fhould 
frove the food moft convenient for us, we wifh to 
accept it from that hand, which has an indiiputable 
right to do with us as feemeth good in the fight of 
infinite wiidoni,.and which has|)ower to convert the 
^reateft trials into true fpiritual refrefhment* 

—The ways of infinite Wiidom with thofe He 
choofes to bring through, and redeem from the 
fsOAzcy of human underftanding> and corrupt nature, 
are fo incomprehenfible and humiliating, as indeed 
puts tis out of the capacity of faying, " What doeft 
thou?" For who hath been his counfellor ? feeing he 
giveth not account to any of his matters, till the 
fimplicity of a babe In Chrift is attained unto, when 
he reveals, according to his purpofes, thofe myt 
teries unto them, which are hid from the wife at)4 
prudent. 

—That jun£Hon between the monthly meetings 
is comforting, if only from the ftrength which the 
jFew living members may be fuffered to feel in the 
ainity of one another's fpirits, and the blefSng whidS 
may be. upon their endeavours to wafli one another^s 
feet, and to bear up one-another's hands. That 
love which has heretofore flowed iii my heart as a 
xiver, to the poor in fpirit on that iide the county, 
iwcetly revives, as I am writing, under a renewed 
hope, that t6e eternal fountain of Jife will not be 
clbfed among th^m, however low and unwortlyr 
they may fometimes feel themfelves to be of its 
pure refreflimefat. And if it be in abundant mercy 
iept open, .^ t)^ty that are acquainted with it 
' S 2 
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gather to it, lutving their qualifications from it^ 
and ufe them under its influence, they will be a 
bleffing one to another ; and more may be gathered to 
an inward experience of the fame purifying undion, 
dnm, in fome fealbns of discouragement, they have 
an idea of. 

Cork, lath month, 1788— We have been fitting 
in a friend's fiimily, where * ■ demoftftrated that 
her mind, through aS thefe ftorms and tempefts, has 
found where to anchor and unload her veilel, with 
an tncreafe of fimplicity and obedience. I wiih (he 
may now leave the things diat are behind 1 and Azt 
we may all become more and more, not only as 
children, but as weaned children. To be reduced to 
this humbled ftate, has not only its mortifications) 
kut its joys. The Chriftian*s life confifteth not in 
the abundance of the apparent confolations and gra* 
tifications he poflefies; but in the reneMfal from 
time to time, of the hidden manna which-tbe golden 
pot contains, widiin the veil of perilhing diii^s.*^ 
Thou knoweft enough of fiich fitoations as ouirs» to 
make thee believe we are not Ivitfaout a portion. of 
frial$,% (no doubt wifely proportioned to its $) yet I 
^e not complain, toving thus fiu*, as we have 
paflEed along, found Him whom my foul loveth, in • 
vtbok prefence tio manmirij^ has a right to s^ipear. 
Chiklike fimflicity is aa experknce whk^ eveijr 
chofoi iervant^ however fceble, oitghl to endeavour 
fots We get nothtog by the contiaiy ; for %/.ever 
<b much tadcing thought, we cannot add 9M cubit 
Co our ftator^, ot make one haif of eur ^ad white 
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or Hack. May you proceed on this family vifit^ in. 
the faith, nothing doubting. It was not th^ abund*^' 
afice of bread, nor yet the iinenefs of it, wHtdt 
ied the OMillitude formerly. For want of faith, wcr 
lo(e many miracles which the bleffing would ftill 
eflped. Remember poor David's fling and ftone$ 
4nd out of wbofe mouths, ftrength and praife are 
ordained. 

Cork, zath month* 1788-^! received thy aflPec-^ 
tionate fifterly faluution, which, like a little help ta 
Che weak and feeble, was falutary and acceptable.f 
Be aflured) I am one of the weak and feeble 3 may I 
therefore be wife enpugh, like thofe little creatures 
ipoken of in fcripture, which, being feeble folk, 
build thcHr neft in a rock! and truly, dear friend, 
were it not for the (badow at leaft, of the Rock 
of Ages, amidft the conflids between nature zsii 
grace, the mind would often be overwhelmed, and 
make the forcowfiil concluflon, « There is no hope,^' 
Ah this Rock F bow fafe a refidcnce is^ it \ And„ 
methinks, its obfcurity from the woridly wife, an4 
ibe <e!fi(b mind, adds greatly to its fafety. I feldbn^ 
get to it but by combat , which fbews that my enemies 
are lively; and though it is /bmetimes my lot, m 
the crofe, to fet before others their mherent infirmi- 
tiesi and transformed adverfary, yet I humbly truft 
I ihaH not, and pray that I never may, forget mine 
own. 

CjLONMtt, i2th month, 1788-^ My heart wa» 
favouffed to anter a' little into thy afFe<5Sng accoui^.c 
oi dear M'. G's.'deceafey and. your Wikd vifit pri^v 
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YiOttS thereto. That valuable woman^s laft days 
being h memofaUy empl^ed in her Matter's fervice^ 
(after a Itfir of diffidence and obfcurity, compared with 
ber religious qualifications, and attachment ta the 
caufe of truth) was a diftinguifhing mark of ever- 
lafting love and favour to her. Her clofe feems fo 
lively, and her fun let in fuch^ brightnef^ and fereni^y, 
that it conveys fomething animating to thofe who are 
iar behind in fitneis, like myfelf, to count not their 
lives dear unto themiblvcs, if they alfo may (o Rruih 
their courfe with joy. And that bumbled tribulated 
difciple L. H* appears alfo ready toxaife triumphant 
above deaths hell, and the grave : all that is covetous 
within me exerts itfelf in the profped of the joyous 
(ettlements of fucb travelling fouls, in undefiled 
manfions where there is no more change. Oh that 
1 were but as willing to conunit my fpirit into the 
divine hand, during my refidence in this poor frail 
tabernacle, (where there is moft need of help) as to 
inherit the rewards of tbofe who, through more tri- 
bulations, more effedual wafhing, and better occu« 
pation of their giftF, enter into the joy of their Lord ! 
Well ! dear friend, fear not, though thou haft made 
an exchange fo unfuited to thy natural difpofition in 
thy prefent ilationj He who knows the iacrifice, 
becaufe Himfelf prepared it, (how little foever thou 
mayeft think due to thyfelf) will proportionaWy 
enrich thee, and prefent thee with the blcfling^ of 
His goodnefe, and crown thee the more with that 
humility and felf-abafednefs which are fo precious in 
His fight. . Were it not that he loved us before \Ke 
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lored Him, peradventuire we might femetimes thAub 
our lot a hard ofie, and find fome caufe to defpair of 
His mercy, or conclude that His holy eye penetrated 
not into our lonefome and obfcare dwellings, (how-* 
ever raifed up as fpeSacles to angels and to men) 
neither marks the way that We take. That facrcrf 
prerogative of the everlafting Father, of attrafting 
acnd quickenmg the foul, dpenrng and (hutting the^ 
heavenly treafury, is, i do believe, the very thing' 
which dtftrads that mind wherein patience has not 
had ks perfeft work, though it is the very thing 
wherein it ought to glory. 

- Clokmel, , 1788 — My hufband and I 

received thy letter of afFeftion for us, and lamenta- 
tion over thyfelf. Our minds are drawn into near* 
fyaifaxhy with thee, and we believe that this afflldive 
diipenfation, h defigncd for thy increafmg acceptance* 
with the Father of fpirits, who Tcnows beft how to» 
purify the veffeU of His own houfe. Thefe, thoif 
knoweft, ate not only to be of gold, but of beaten 
gold,' in order to &(hion them according to His good' 
pleafure, and render them fit for the infcription of 
hcJinefs. Now, my dear friend, as thy heart's defire? 
is to repofe thyfelf in the joys of God's falvation,- 
endeavour to attain that holy quietude, wherein the 
delufions of the grand enemy are baffled, and the' 
tribulatcd fpirit is ftrengthened to receive the bit-- 
tereft cup with thankfgiving. 

We are of ourfelves very weak, and it is fome-- 
times confiftent with infinite Wifdom, that we fliould 
be left to a deep knk thereof ;. that no flefli inav glory 
S4> 
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in ^His prefence ; but that the hunger, the thirft, and 

the humih'ation of the foul, may be fiilly proved. 

Therefore marvel not, as though fome new thing 

had happened unto thee. It was the path i^ch the 

holy ApofUe was led in, when he declared oo his 

own, and his brethren's behalf, that they had the 

ientence of death in themfelves, that they fbould not 

truft in themfelves, but in God who raifeth the dead: 

and we have many inftances in our fociety in thefe 

parts, of upright hearted advocates of the Chriftian 

religion being tried with deep poverty of fpirit, and 

difcouragement in the profpei^ of the Lord's work, 

and of their own incapacity to perform it. We have 

alfo inftances of thefe humiliation^ tending to root 

Ihem deeper in the experience of that fundamental 

truth, that the true believers in Chrift have received 

an anointing which abideth in them, and need not 

that another ihould teach them, but as this fame 

anointing teaching them, which is. truth, and is no^ 

lie. And being thus led on to a higher degree of 

^nion and fellowfliip with the Father, and with the 

Son, their cjualifications have increafed to endure, 

for the precious feed's falcc, the watchings, the 

fadings, and the deaths many, unto which, according 

to our meafure, we are all, in this mixed ftate of 

things, called. And when their mouths have been 

opened again in the congregation of the people, they 

have depended the more fingly and fimply upon divine 

impulfe, and the puttings forth, and ftrengtbening 

virtue of the Shepherd of Ifrael. Thus the exercifed 

have been beoeiited, and the Lord's heritage com« 
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ferted* I humbly truft, that thefe UeiEngs will refult 
from thy late tribulations -, and diat thou wilt have 
to (ay, hitherto ^ Lord (and not man) hath helped' 
me* It is to be lamented when, for want of thefe 
baptifins of fpirity a fuperficial miniftry, and a£bivity 
in the chyrch prevail i for thefe are like b]afts from 
the wildemefty which, inftead of cherifhing, chill the 
bid()eo life, and build up in the notion, rather thaa 
in the humbling experience of true religion. It is 
much better to appear nothing when we are nothing ; 
that we may be emptied and cleanfed from all felf- 
love, and le^n patience and cbntentednefs therewith* 
I iaiute thee ia Chriftian love and fympathy, and, 
as a tribulated fellow -^traveller encompailed with 
manifold infirmities, remain thy friend and iifter in 
the truth. 

Clokmei.,. lit month,- 1789 — My mind has often 
fecretly vifited and f>mpathized with thee, under the 
various and deep c xerciies which I do believe have 
fallen to thy ]pt» in the courfe of unerring wifdom ^ 
but it has as often feemed more n^y bufinefs, thus 
fUently to fed thee under the precious influence of "^ 
fhat lov^ which the children of the one Almighty 
F^er fee] towards each other, than to be forward 
in exprfiSng it^ He who has gractoufly called thee 
out of darknefs, into bis marvellous light, turned his 
band upon thee for good, and thus f^r, fuftained thee 
through many |:efining diipenfations, wiU not now 
)eave thee, when Jordan may rife high, and feem ta 
ojFerfioiw its hauks ; bult in bis own due and appointed 
time, which muft be waited f^f, he wiU divide thc^ 
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waters, and difcover to thee^ with indifputable dear^ 
nefs, a way where thou hafl: feen none;, yea, accord* 
ing to His proniife to His own feed, He will make 
darknefs light before thee, and crooked things ftraigbt; 
thefe things will He do unto thee, and will not foriake 
thee. I think I know^ (If I am dipped into a right 
fcnfe of thy ftate) that the enemy of all good is 
exceedingly envious agarnflr the precious life,, or ktd' 
of the kingdom, which is divinely intended, through 
feifFering, to be (o brought into dominion, as to- 
eftablifh thee in the liberty of the children of God^ 
whereby thy ufefulnefs in the churchy, in this darJc 
and cloudy day, wiH increafe; Like the woman that 
brought forth the man-child^ feen by John in the vi-- 
fion of light and life, thou mayft have to fiee into- 
the wildernefs for prefervation, becaufe jof the petfe- 
cutions of the dr>agon, and the fibod^ he may be per- 
mitted to pour out of his mouth# Hin; enmity re-i» 
mains to be with the pure feed; and tiiey who de*^ 
fire to chetifli this excellent treafure, in their earthen , 
veflcls, and to live godly in Chrift Jefus, muft ex- 
pert many^ of his cruel aflaults^ in temptations, pro- 
vocations^ ^nd infmuations: but the Rock of ag^s 
remains to be their refuge; and as their tvibulat^d 
^irits endeavour to retire here^ and- plaice- no cono^^ 
fidence in the flcfli ; notwithftanding it may be wi^b 
ibre' GoniliA they gain this (iire dweUing place; they 
will be amply rewarded), and have, ia^ humility of 
jfbul, to rejoice In the inipregnablenefs of the defencf^ 
and to magnify the pow«f throogli which all* things 
are poffible^ 
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'Whatever has a tendency to fubjedl and reduce 
^e creaturely. part in us, however bitter its opera* 
tions may be^^ is gratefiiUy to be received by the 
upright foul, as one o£ the means whereby the adop^ 
tton, and inheritance of the glorious promifes of the 
gofpel, is attsuned ;• and one of thofe bitter things 
Mrhrch to the truly hungry foul is fweet. Therefore^ . 
let me fay unto thee, fear not ; thy God is with thee^ 
and will work for thee, as thou art willing to have 
all the refiftance of thy nature to every of his holy 
requifitions,. wrought upon and fubdued^ inthe day 
of his power. The juft are to live by fiiith, that 
faith which gives the vi£lory, and triumphs over 
death, hell, and the grave. Mayft thou fight the 
good fight thereof; and may J be thy companion in' 
this neceflary warfare ; that fo* the attacks of* our 
grand adverfary upon fuch Chriftian virtues as have 
been mercifully conceived in < our. fouls,^ may all be 
rendered fruftrate ; . and we abiding under the facred 
influence of the powerful word of patience, ,may often < 
have our fpi ritual eye opened to look beyond the 
things which are feen, .to the things whieh are not 
feen$ and for this joy fet before usj counts not our 
lives dear, unto ourfelves,. neither love them unto 
death ! Though my^heart,.as Lfaid in the beginning, . 
has fecretly. vifued and falufeed thee, yet I had no 
thought of exprefling fo much on thefe folemn fub-- 
Jeds, wheaLtook.up my pen j , but .only juft to con-- 
^vlnce thee that thou haft in me (though I acknowledge 
I. was reftrained in thy company lately from fhcwing . 
ij;)' a/ympathizing friend and fifter, according to my; 
S 6- 
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metfitre» ThougK, dear friend, we nay be ledin> 
fileut travatli and as byr the gates of heU and deadly* 
ftt Tet us remember, that ihia is the way in which 
iafccutaUe wifdonthas evec led his redeemed children 
inall^ages^ 

Cork, ift montfai 1 78^ -«~- There are feafons 
wherein the Bridegroom of fouls withdraws himfelf ^ 
or,, as to the ienfible enjoyment of his facred foul« 
enriching prefence, is taken away^ and then the- 
children of the bride-chamber cannot but b£k and 
mourn: and as I. do believe thou art- one of thefe^. 
thou muft Itarn more and more to endure hardnefe, 
and to bear fuch diipenfations with Chriftian fortitude, 
in that hope which anchors the foul on the inviiibie 
Rock of ages. That which is ken is not hopei and 
tliereforc, remember that, this is the feafon wherein 
thy confidence in almighty help, thy faith, patience, 
•and fersrent charity, are to be tried j rather than when 
the bridegroom is obvioufly with diee,.when thou 
canft not fail to rejoice, 

C;.oNM£L, 2d month, i789-*-Thy letter addiefled 
to my hufband, M. D. and myfcif, was very fatis- 
fadopy to us ; as we found .thereby that the pr^ious 
unity of the fpirit was mercifully preferved in thy 
mind and ours, notwithftanding our remote fitualton, . 
and our own peculiar impediments to the growth of 
this immortal plant. We all feel, at times,iHir fcith . 
-to be clofely tried, and this hath been the experience 
of thoie in all ages who were preffing after a city> 
whichihatb foundations. The fpirit of this world| and 
4hc corruptions of our own j^ature^wilh^ great jfi^tilty, 



* C T T HT R S. ^ff 

mpp^Cc the government cf the Son of Peace in the- 
. iieatt, wher^n the unitjr of the one fpirit confifts*. 
Thefe enomies of our own houfes, are the greatobjeiSb 
oftbe fpiritual war ;:and as weinatntain that by the aid. 
of fpiritual weapons^ our fakh will grow^ ftronger by 
its manifold provings, and* a.vi£lorious fight will at 
laft abundantly compeniate for every aiHi£Ung difpen* 
iktion, and conAiA of fool. Let patience then have 
its perfeft work, that thou mayft '< be perfed and 
entire, (as fiitth die Apoftle) lacking nothing."— 
Many fi-iendt htre, who love you in the truth, have 
fympaditzed with youon account of your late profpe€t 
of fufiering, concerning what fome of you apprehend 
to be the law of your God ; and your rdief therefirom 
IS' equally rejoicing. Is it^not caufe of humble thank- 
fulnefs, that fome weak minds are fpared fropfi giving 
publick dsmonftmdoh of their fidelity to the Chriftiaa 
leligtdfi, at a time when,, peradventure,. their iaith 
therein wa» not ftrong enough to be accompanied by 
Aich works ? A query, of this Ibrt to themfelve^ 
ought deeply to convince them of diis renewed 
obligation they are under^ to their heavenly«£ather, 
^ whofe eyes run to and fro in the earth, beholding 
the evil and die goods*' and that nothing ihort of 
increafing fakhfiilaels ta.known duty, and watchful- 
nefe thereunto in ipirit, can rendei them approved in 
the fight of fo giactotts a Being. 

We are g^ to believe there are fincere-hearted 
riien and women amoifgft yOa ; may theft be of one 
heatt and one rirind, walking ^ by the fiwne niley and 
minding Che &me tlung^*' gathering togedier in the 
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&cred Name, and diligently waiting tiiftrein the tiitm^ 
which infinite wifdom prefcribesv (though in ever fuch 
humiliation' to the CRature) before the people's minds 
are drawn to outward teftimonies. Oh ftrengthen 
one another in this holy exercife ! It is eflential for 
gofpel minifters to experience ; that therein the (pirits 
may be tried, every, transformation of. the enemy 
judged down,, and the fuiFering.feed'of the kingdom 
only exalted*. If this reduction of felf, and all felfifh* 
•working, were the objed of your flrong and. feeble 
members, your afiembtie» would bb folemn,. your 
feeding would be upon -the bread oi life,^ and your 
ibuls would worihip and; adore the Divine Preience^, 
which delights to^lwell in you,. and amongil you.^^ 
.Thy. account of the young people's faithfulne& was 
acceptable.; and,. with thee, ^ I wifli.it. may be a< 
iincere ftep; towards virtue.'' Hearing of the. two* 
marriages likely, to be fo agreeably. accomplished,^ Js 
alfo pleaiant ; . and Lhope that the reflcdlioa will be 
iaftingly comfortable to the parties when^heir n^ds 
are growing under the infiuence.-of heavenlyxlew, and - 
^n obedience to the-crofs of Chrifti. 

CLONMEL,.2d month,.i789-»-«If you fully knew 
the ftate of; our minds, .and how clofely^ they have 
been occupied fince our parting .-from, you, ^ I am 
jready to conclude, thatrfometimes ypu /could .hardly 
have refrained froixi drc^pii^ us a word.in feaibn. 
Eerhapsit is: felf-love which directs r to. this vein o£^ 
con^latipn; an > hunger, after feniible et^pyment^ 
which. generally pianifefts itfelf to be iniatiable, /4in4 
.the feedipg o£ which feldom ftreijigthenstlvr root 
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I ground of &ue Chriftian fellowfliip. It has been 

. ;#iir lot, and I doubt not but it has been yours, finee 

we (kw each other, to pafs through trials inward and 

outward ^ wherein nothing {hort of the Arm* of 

• Omnipotence could profitably fuftain and bring 

' through*. O ! that our fititb may be ftrcngUiened in 

. H ; that as- our mee will* fooq- be run, we may^ 

during its humiliating courfe, invartaUypurfue the 

< one diing needflil. Then will' our fteps, amidftthe 

' briars and thorn« of this world, andalitke chilling 

blafts of its fpirit, be- rewarded' in* the riches of the 

mercy«<rfHim who trod the path before us. 

I remember the unity we were favoured to fed 
in our little fervices, and the uninterrupted harmony 
of our connexion as companions ; and thefe things 
have Ith upon my mind impreffions- tooTaored to-be 
loft in forgetfblneft^ Inftead of their dying, I think 
of late they have btcn repleniflied with a degree of 
- the beft life:, and as> we endeavour (imply to more 
. in the lots affigned by us ouralUwife Creator, how- 
ever diftant our outward dwellings- may. be,k the im^ 
mortal part will not fail to^ffimilate us in the pre« 
..cious covenant: of . love and life. It is a wonderful 
«nioa which Chriftian- travellers^ enjoy, when they 
meet one another in fpirit* Though their communi'> 
catidQS be mournful, yet underftanding each other*^ 
. language, , and > being companions^ they are enooa«> 
. raged and ftrengthened* thereby, to proceed on' their 
journey towards a city which hath foundations) 
whofe peace is. everl^ing.. 
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. ClohmeLi sdmoiidit ijSg-^lW precious eviV^ 
dence of peacct it one of thofe rare and valuable 
fiowerS) that feem in danger of lathering with too^ 
much diifJay in the q>en air. The fliade^ we are 
fixnetimes fiivoured to retire to» whentbe world 
may judge us in its own flu^uattng fpirit y ^ when 
thou prayeft^ entei; into the dofet and fliut the 
door^'* &c. 

Clonmel, 3d month, 1789— ;ljt W a very low^ 
time with me. There are few I ^iieve that need' 
fuch baptiims as myfelf, and therefore it i% np doubt^ 
beft for W9 to beai; th^m ai qiiietl; mi ^<^eabl^ 
as I can* He with whom we have to- doy a^fb- 
not willingly the children of men; and therefore^ if 
0ur aidi6iions are not of our own bringing on, they 
are a part of the work of that righteoufpc^ wjiicii^. 
produces (}uietneft and afiiirance for ever. We muft 
pot expeA to pafs through the prefcnt vale of tieart^ 
S¥ithout bearing oiir. proportion of 6ifier9ig, for 
ahe body's (akei and thofe abafements which are iiJK* 
Aeceflary for our own prefervation^ in the truths 
.Wherc^re let u»be p^tient^and^eftabliih our hearts^, 
diat fo^we may not be moved or lurned away from 
the hope of the gpfpel,. hiA tbrottgt^ al^ ft^ ia the 
£uth that tb^ day of the Lord drasr^A mgb.--— *We. 
.often £nd> to the mortification pf the creature, th^ 
limes juid fegfons are oot at oitr conmand, nor even 
for u& alvmay^ to knpw : it is^ the divine prerogative 
^tp difpofe of tton ; and the buman^ mind is taugb^^ 
thereby its own dependency^ and driven in queft of 
that £uth by which the juft live*. Faith removescour 
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A>ubt6| anchors the foul ivhen upon the fluAuating 
w^ien of uncertainty } << it the very fubftance of 
things hoped for^ and the evidence of things not feen/' 
Fight^ my beloved friend, the good fight thereof, and ^ 
give no place to the ^ccufer } lb wtU thy pofleffion olv 
this heavenly gift increafe, thy offerings will conti- 
nue to be acceptable, and vidory become fealed to 
thee when the combat is over. 

Clonmbl, 3d month, i789««^If thou and I are 
really fevoured with the precious evidence of gofpel 
union, let us be tenacious of its purity* On thy 
part, do not fail to ^ exhort and ceprove with all 
authority," even when the deceitfulnels of my hearl^ 
judges itfelf better than it is. What figniiies that 
part in us which cannot inherit the kingdom) 
I cannot fay th^t I am light hearted, though it 
is comfortable to believe thy* burdens deqreafe^ 
nor do I wilh to caft a gloom upon, and cloud that 
iky, which, after much tempeftuous weather, and 
a frequcint oppreffive atmofphere, may attra^ the 
ftrengtbened Hght to greater heights of clearnefs and 
purity, than, in fome paft feafons, the nature of 
things would allow. I congratulate thee as one, 
not only beholding the vifion, but gradually and 
efFeSually afcending the ladder which reaches from 
earth to heaven ; on which, methinks, the defend- 
ing angels are fent to ftrengthen poor weary pil- 
grims. May I be thy companion ; not fo much for 
the fake of thy company, though that is truly plea- 
fant, as for the glorious reft within the pearl gates^ 
when the tribulaced fteps to it (bali for ever ceafe* 
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I believe I do not fo frequently write to any one en 
this fubjeft as to thyfclf ; and I would not have thee 
think that my converiation is proportionably in 
heaven. Thefe profpei^ animate the foul ; but the 
difcouragements and perfecutions from that which is 
born of the flefli, feem as if they would drag eveiy 
holy afpiration into, the mire and the clay of the 
horrible pit. 

Dublin, 5th month, 1789 — It juft occurred ta 
me as I took up the pen, that probably there is a* 
greater fimilarity in our exercifes, than we are ge^ 
nerally aware of, and perhaps we are oftner dipped 
into fympathy one with another than we are capable* 
of perceiving. Religious fjrmpathy is I am p^rfuaded 
a great myftcry. .The apoftle fought to fill up that 
which remained (of his portion) of the fufFerings of 
Chrifl-, for the church's fake ; and may we be like 
minded refpefting thofe baptifms, which introduce 
iflto a fellowfhip with the effeftual fuffcrings of the 
Lamb, and work ui us a conformity to His death r 
thereby qualifying, through the power of His refur- 
reftion, to demonftrate that they are not only for 
our ©wn, but alfo for thechHrchjJs feke. Under 
thefe difpeufations, can we faiJ, at times, of feeling 
•urfelves alone i We fliould not be exercifed ac- 
cording to ouj meafares, in his trihulated path^ ifj 
in the awfol moment when the crucifocion of our 
wills is approaching, our aflbciates and friends ftood* 
around us with the cup of confolation j no ! it were 
bis enemies then who, haftening their own deftrue- 
tion,, pierced him, and miniftered the vinegar, and! 
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Ae gall. Let us then feize the comparifon for otir 
humiliation. Chrift in us can unfeal die myftery^ 
and amidft His holy leadings in the regeneration, 
can renew the drooping mind with the confbling 
language of " Fear not, greater is He that is in 
you, than he that is in the world.*' I wi(h that thy 
mind may.be encouraged, without unprofitable rea- 
foning, to labour onward in the hidden paths and 
pilgrimage of the Jew inward. Thou haft put thy 
hand to a good work, for which I do believe thou, 
art chofen. The enemy of all good, will, as for* 
merly, ieek to deftroy the immortal birth, and not 
fail to caft forth floods out of his mouth, and re* 
prefent them to be the miniftration of juft condem- 
nation. To be preferved from this attack upon thy 
beft life,* peradventure thou mayeft be induced to 
flee into the wildernefs, where methinks I now vifit 
thee, and where thou wilt not be fuffered to ^1 ; 
but thou wilt be fuftained with the bread which the 
world knows not of, and come forth in the appointed 
time, more and more weaned from all human de« 
pendencies. 
Dublin, 5tl^ month, 1789 — Few fources of 
• comfort prefented at the opening of thcfe mixed af- 
fembliesj and unlcfs the one great fource of light 
and purity produces to the believers the newnefe o£ 
the fpirit, they cannot but faft ; and well is it for 
them, when, to their fafting, they can acceptably 
add mourning. For my part, I have in general, 
: thro' the courfe of the fittings of this meeting (which 
. are moftly gone through) felt myfelf fomething lilgQ 
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Mai7» vbo £it at tb^ bkfled Matter's fepulchre^ 
with a language fimQar to diat of ^ They have taken. 
away my Lord* and I ks^w not where tbey have 
laid Him." To thy fympatibetic mind, thia may be 
a iuftcieat deftription how things have gone witb 
thy S. Q. Pqrhaps in the laft moment of extremity^ 
(for fometimes we are wifely tried'to the laft) the. 
joyful tidings may &Iute the fpiritual ear, ^Thf 
Lord is rifen, and behold he goeth before thee/' 
This is the crown of- all true rejoicing ; this is the 
bkfling of which the creature muft ever acknowledge 
isielf unworthy. It is a l^nowledge which^ indeed 
Quffeth. not up % and were it not that Lucifer, that 
i|dlen fon of the morning, is feeking to intrude and 
(pmctioics doQS intrude bimfelf, and attrads the un« 
wary mind to ibme mountain of fdf exaltation ^ 
peradventure the manifeftatsons and confbl^ions ofi 
the Spirit^ would more often, <and m^e eminently 
abQiuid. amMgft the Lord's viiited wcA adoptee^ 
ebildr.^ '^ ?ced me then with food convenient 
for i^e, Idft I be fuli and deny thee ;'' O deftrablq 
refignation 1 

Chester, 5th month, 1789^-! was forry to heat* 
that thy mind was ftill in fo dejeded a ftate. Caufts 
for fituations of this fort cannot always be eorn«^ 
prehended by us, and therefore we ought to b^; 
careful how we conclude that tbey either are, or arft^ 
not, ia the ordering of beft Wifdom. One things 
however affords confolation to the truly contrite 
mind ; tliat al^ things (hall work together for^gcTod 
^^t^iofe vyho love and. ku Ood; A^ Ldo beUeve^, 
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thoni art onfe of thofe, a«d that thou fincereljr dc. 
fireft alfo to wrik acceptably before Him, learn mort 
and more, patiently and thankfiiUy, to redsiVe fronfi ' 
His holy band, whatfoever He appoints Or pek-mks^ 
as difpenfations vrtiich He only can ian^fy. It is ii 
fort of fcfaool the mind has to enter into^ when feh^ 
fible of its own infirmities, it purfues ^e thii^ of 
the kihgdom, and the knowledge how to difcerh 
them from the myfterious workings and cogitations 
of corrupt felf. It bat many leflbns to learn, hard 
to ilefli and blood $ and pertiaps one of the moft 
difficult is, to think nothing too hanJ, nothing to<> 
near or dear to part with, for tbe iake of the pritb 
in view. And. were we thoroughly to learn it, I 
believe i| ivould clothe us with many amiable and 
profitsMe difpofition^ Vrhich murmuring liraelttes 
have feldom time to difcoven 

Loudon, ^h month, 1789— Thou art often very 
near and dear to tne $ and I have felt it renei^dly 
during the courfe of the exercifing meetings we 
liave had here ; for true love fometimes iprmgs up, 
and attraAs our attention to feme fti^ering 6bfe£t, 
when wc are ready to think ourfdves deftitute of its 
(acred virtue, and too much flattered in mixid froih 
ks hidden track Kvingly to converfe ^th it, 80, 
my dear friend, it has often been with me fincb wie 
Aw each other; believing that thou ha& trials pe* 
culiar to Ayfelf, and peradrehture, art too limch 
^prefled therewiih« Let not any difeofui^gemetft 
£nk thee below to licdy eonfidetiee, tfiat the ever- 
lafting AAn is underneath ; hoi itibat^ if thou ^^^dcal 
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thy bread to the hungry, imd thy water to the thirfty 
foul, thy light (hall break forth out of oUcurity, and 
thy dadcnefs become as the noon day^" Believe 
not the moft fubtle infuiuation, that thy paflage 
through life will continue thorny as it is ; for it is 
in the deceivablenefs of unrighteouihels that thefe 
things are fuggefted to us, in order to remove us 
from that ftedfaftnefs and hope of the gofpel, in 
which vifited minds are defigned to be eftablifhed. 

Clonmel, 7th month, 1789 — ^My heart and eyes 
have been afrefh affeded by a lively revival of days 
that are jpaft : days of fore tribulation, when the 
old heavens and old earth were paffing away, and a 
capacity unbegotten to rejoice in the difcovery of 
the new. Yea, they were days when the battle was 
hot between fleih and fpirit ; and for want of being 
accuftomed to the weapons of war&re, mind and 
body were wearied, and the vitals of b6th nearly 
overcome. When I refled upon the kindnefs of 
infinite goodnefs many ways manifefted to my weak 
ilate, and the ingratitude of my heart, I wonder 
at the long forbearance, and continued effufions of 
the quickening and purifying virtue of the immortal 
word : I wonder at my prefent backwardnefs in the 
Chriftlan life ; and my want of zeal i^ the purfuit of 
the one thing needfuL 

May thy bofom friend and thyfel^ be fo helpful 
and blefled to each other, as, in the (acred covenant ' 
wherein ye are bound, uititedly to ftretch forth 
your hands, Unfettered by any thing of your ovwi>; 
andktanod»r bind, or^gird you, even though you* 
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-msj be. tarried thereby whither ye wouH not. Thfe 
inexpreffibly n^ar unity and afFe<St:ion which I fek 
with, and for your fpirits, in our late and fhort 
jun£tion> has leftafweet aind confoling favour be- 
hind ; which now, and fometimes when a different 
influence would prevail, fprings up as under the 
threfliold of the door, and rifes till it becomes a 
river, which my often tried mind meafurably re- 
joices and fwims in. Count not your lives dear 
unto yourfelves, when called for at your hands'; and 
when not, labour after tranquility of foul ; rememf- 
bring, that, however little and poor ye may be, ye 
cannot, by taking ever fo much thought, add one 
cubit to your ilature^ But refignation itfelf is a 
gift. Ob that ye may covet the beft gifts ! for it is 
as we have them in view^ and pray for them, ac» 
cording to the mind of the fpirit, that we receive* 

Clonmel, 8th month, 17^9 -—Thou art, dear 
friend, an epiftle written in my heart, where I fome* 
times read tbee^ and thy mournful, humble ftep- 
pings, with joy; confiftent with the divine com- 
mand to rejoice in his new creation, of which, in 
infinite ntercy, thou art happily a part ; having 
known all things to pafs away, and new ones to be 
brought in, where the righteoufhe(s of the creature 
is beheld to be as filthy rags ; and where the right- 
ACttifnefs of Gx>d, the obedience of faith, dwells. 
L^t it dwell, and more and more abound in thy exr 
perience; for thereby thy ftrength will encreaii^ 
and nothings in divine appointment, wiil be found 
itop bard for tbee to perform* In true fimplicity, to 
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lean upon and ibilow the Bdoired of finils, Is a W6a^ 
der&I frefervattoa from diat reafening and vsun 
<onfakation with flefli and bloody which diftrad^ 
the mtndi and oftai caiifes it to err froai the fidth. 
It is ttuit our IfHrittial guides for wife |fu^ie«» 
conceals himfeif from us; the bikfegrDdtai is takeA 
away, and then the difci)^les cannot hmt mourns 
atid better is it for them that they flibutd mourn^ 
tium enter into the remoteft confederacy with his 
. enemy s^ainft him, call in queftion His inanifefta- 
txons, and doubt whether He is to us that friend, 
•cjf whom He has givnen us, in broad day light, living 
proofs* An uiAelieving heart is a tempt^ion moft 
fubtil, and often very plaufibly prcfented. Beware 
of it, dear friend 1 Be not afraid to have thy fooU 
ifluiefe for Ouift's fake perfeaed j fot His gofpel, 
which is the power of God unto falvation to all 
them that believe^ is a fund of requifites for the 
Chriflcan traveller i from the babe to the ftrong 
man's food, the cloathing of the liiies in die hea« 
venly garden, to the acoutrem^nts and vidorious 
armour of the Lamb*s ibldiers. Pear not therefore, 
tbou^ <hott be a child, and feem to thyfelf that 
thou canft not go ; for the Lord hath anointed thee^ 
4Uid will therefore ibeidgdien thee for His work^ 
and foed thee with food convenient for thee. 

CMNMftt) 8th month, l7€9~>You sure very 
^fken-remenibered by me in fillerly fympathy and 
o&aion, though ^dom tctid of it ; and I truft that 
iioMng rebting to my filenee Will be able to make 
^diffsrent iiBiprefiom. I find k very difficult in our 
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Urge family, and amidil. ottfter daties than Ibofil 
which r^ate to it (though bitt few <if them com* 
parativdj fall to my lot,) to fit down and quietly 
converfe with my friends : and yet they come upon^ 
•r rather arreft, my mental attention, ^wfaen in the 
very thick of cares and anxieties i fo that I hope thcr 
invifiUe intercourie of kindred fpirits, is lefs dependent 
upon outward and vifible figns, than we fometioiesf 
imagine } and pentdventure, the more we look beyond 
. tkie ihings that are feen, to the things that are net feen^ 
d)e more we then pofTefe the very thing which ouf 
natures prompt ue to toil for* NeVerthelefs, as t 
fi^ondary confolation, it is lawful thus to commaneJ 
Your laft joint epiftle was to me a pleafant repad^ 
though fome of its ingredients were hitter herbs r 
you know fo weU bow, in every new dilpen&tToni 
to look to ^^ the great lirft caufe," and to wait for, 
that fandlifica^n of the Spirit, which caufeth d 
things to work together for good to them that love 
Htm, that it feems vnaecefiary for mt %o remark 
upon it. An entire freedom clothes my mind re*' 
Reding you » yea, and I may add, a belief that your 
bittereft cups will be fweetened in the d«e and ap* 
pointed time. To wait for that, has often beeit 
hard 4uty to ^e haftinefs of my defires^ But were 
we not to be (o exercifed | where or how could we 
obtain profitable experience in the Chriftian's path i 
How could we live bjr feiA, Vfhca al things wct« 
accountable to us ? <ir when anive at the ^uict and 
fafe harbour of pure refignation, if the ftorms of 
carnal «afoning were never to rife ? There is a 
T 
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great and an attainable purity in that ftate of mind, 
which forbears to judge even in its own caufe ; 
ivbich, in flnglenefs, cafts its burden upon the Lord, 
and accepts every permitted tribulation and cbaftife- 
ment, as a renewed feal of adoption, and evidence 
4>f our being intended to be joint heirs with Chrift ; 
and therefore bound and induced, by the unfailing 
mercies of God, to follow through all, our holy 
Head ; and by the increafe of his ipirit^ not to fear 
humbly to breathe the language of Abba, Father. 
I, look up with an emulous eye, to an experience 
which I generally ]xvp £ir fliort of; but let us prefs 

forward, ibr we fhall reap if We £iint not« 

You are a collection of chefen veflels at that place* 
Oh fuffer not the enemy to put in bis cloven foot 
^unongft you, for he mars the pureft deilgns ; and 
to fruftrate the gracious intention, of the Lord^s 
children being help-meets to each other, is one of 
his moft fubtil attempts. When . there are ftorms 
at fea, vefiels are often fcattered, and hid one from 
another; perhaps all equally tofied: but there is a 
voice which both winds and waves obey, and which 
unites them again. Have iakh in 1^ and wait for 
it, and ye ihall do woll. 

Clonmel, Sth month, 1789-^Asfhildren of the 
fame family, I brieve it allowable for us to com- 
mune together at times, as we walk . in the way and 
are fad ^ for^ mediiiiks, the mafter has herein joined 
himfelf to us, and I truft will gracioufly continue 
to do fo, as we hold faft our integrity, and become 
more and more ikilful in lamentation. Elijah^ in a 
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time of deep revolt, thought himfelf alone, and.iaw 
Iffael with an eye clouded by difcouragetnent> tiU 
He who knows all things revealed to him his own 
prefcrved feed, , In the word of eternal life only, is 
certainty. Well ! they that feared die Lord fpake 
often one to another : I look at thee, dear friend, as 
having very ftvr to fpeak to who underftand the 
Hebrew tongue i one of the chara£terifticks of many 
in this day who are called Chriftians is, Ihat they 
are half Jew and half Afhdod ; but even at this be 
not too forrowful : " When father and mother for- 
bkc thee, the Lord will take thee up," and become 
himfelf the fuppliet of all thy ^ants« Who knows 
but He may make thee an inftrument for the turning 
of many to a pure language, and inducing them to 
call upon the iacred name, the refuge and ianduary 
of the righteous ; that fo they may be prefer ved in 
the fecret places of the Almighty, until his indig- 
nation be overpafL Be a £iiithful watchman 4 yea 
be willing and thankiid to become the moft menial 
in the fpiritual family. This humility will, with 
the bleffing, infure thy preiervation, and at times 
furnilh thee with that bread of eternal life, which 
)the worid Jcnows 'not oL 

•CLONHiEi., 9th month, 1789 — I wifli we could 
more frequently converfe upon our various con* 
<:erna, believing that each of us finds chem at 
times awiuUy important, and attended with their 
peculiar perplexities. A little company in fuch 
paths has a cheering effedl, as it feldom happens^ 
in the right ordering of things, that .all sac finking 
T 2 
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under difcouragemcnts together ; and therefore they 
<an the better fpeak comfortably when (ome one or 
4)ther fenfibly pofiefles the precious gift of faith, 
which peradventure all are nevertheleft living by* 

My head often feems dropping below water $ yea, 
there are feafons when the billows adually pafs 
over ; and^ through unutterable mercy, they do pais 
over, and beyond the prtfent trials. Sowing as in 
tears, in the variety of ground which we find amongft 
die children, my ftrength gets renewed ; and my^ 
{aal begotten again to a lively hope, that infinite 
Jtindnels will, in His own time and way, blefs our 
feeble endeavours to prepare fubjefb for the king-* 
dom of the Prince of peace« If is little we can do j 
but that little let us labour to perform acceptably io 
Jthe Almighty Father, and leave the world to gaze 
Mpon us, and judge of us, as it may : for when we 
take its (entiments into confiderat! on, or put them 
in competition wiili our foul's peace, it is like that 
fetfe balance which is an abomination to the Lord ; 
whereas the jufi weight (an implicit attention and 
obedience to divine requifition) is His delight. I 
wiih, dear friends, that your hands may be ftrengdi- 
ened, in the foithful difcharge of your duty towards 
the numerous family you prefide in : for the more 
yea ered the ftandard of truth therei the more your 
for vices in fociety. will increafe ; and what is ftiU 
better, die deeper your fpirils wiB get in the luv* 
defied eonfolations of the bumble followers of Jefus. 
Thefe are worth foffering for, and they abound io 
proportioii 10 our trifculalioas for His iake^ 
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ClonmeL) 9tb month, 1789-— I am truly glad tbois 
ftandeft fo dedicated to pour water oi\the hands of 
this fweet-ipirited friend ; believing fucb a difpofition^ 
conceived in the integrity <^ the heart, is often tc^ 
ceptable to, and bieflfed by, the good Spirit whicti 
renews the hope of the humUe, and revises the 
minds of the contrite ones. Let not the ufual dif** 
couragements of thefe little furrenders, fo prevent 
ihee from following on to the full performance, a# 
to rob thee of the reward of enriching peace, and 
the increafe of thy experience in the work v^here- 
into thou art^ beyond all doubt to my mind, rightly 
introdujDod. Having put thy hand to the plough,* 
h is not now a day, for thee to look back. << Re-' 
inettber Lot's wife,^ has oiften been an inftrudlive 
cautiofi» and teflon c4 peculiar ioftruAion to my 
nindi uriMtt in danger of giving up my fpihtual 
trtviii^ aadmhcf than diftinguiih myfeliffrom thqdt 
to whom njpftqipiiigs appeared fooliflinefs, tempted 
m tbe bitterneft of my fpirit, to tky^ (< I will fpeak 
nomoroiH thy name.*' Tiie old henvens and the 
old earth will (I truft) yield thee no more of their 
forbidden delights; and therefore, how unwife 
would ft be, through an impcrfe£l obedience, ta 
deprive thy tribulated ^rit of that undefiled re^ 
joicing, which is peculiar to the new creation of 
God. I mean not, by this folicitude refpefiing 
thee, to be the means of promoting an adUvity from 
under the renewed influence of pure wifdpm, or 
even the premature difclofing of openings into the 
undoubted myfteries of the kingdom 5 for it is a great 

T3. 
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bat neceflarjr attainment, to know how to keep the 
Lord'-s fecrets, and when to reveal them. But a 
truly refigned and humble ftate of mind is a continual 
fierifice) and will produce the fruit of the Spirit; (o 
that I wifh for thee and myfelf, that this root of 
^9)e niatter may be found in us ; then, as fteady and 
uniform travellers, we (hall gain ground in the new 
and- living way ; and leaving the things that are 
behind, fliaU reach forth to thofe that are before, 
having our eye fingle unto Jefus, who alfo took up 
the crofs and deipiied the (hame. 

Clonmel, loth month, 1789^ feel myfelf nearly 
interefted in thine and thy wife's welfare, and am 
pleafed with every renewed capacity to fympathize 
with you in fpirit, knowing, that if you dwell in diat 
iaith which overcomes the world, you muft often 
experience trials of it, and, for its refinement, be 
baptized into a fenfe of your own weaknefs; per« 
haps Co much fo, as to acknowledge,, with the hdf 
Apoftle, that we have the fentence of d»th in dur« 
(elves, that weihould not truft in ourfelveis,^^^ But 
m God who raifeth the dead." If this is your exer- 
cife, be encouraged to faithfulnefs herein* There 
are many who willingly cry, hofanna to him who 
Cometh in the name of the Lord, but who are not 
bound enough in heart to the pure feed of divine 
light, to watch and to fu(Fer with it, at a time when 
there is np form nor comelinefs in it ; and when it 
feems no otherwife to operate in the foul than by 
making the creature abhor itfelf. Thefe take not 
that root in religion, and have not that holy com- 
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manion or fellowfhip with the Father and with the 
Son, which qualifies die watchful Chriftian fovi 
undoubtedly to know when good Cometh ; to rejoice 
in themielves, and not in another ; yea, and to bear 
tefiimony, in the quickening virtue of truth, that the 
Lord is rifen. I greatly defire thy prefervation,- dear 
friend, believing that thou art defigned for an inftru* 
ment in the Lord's hands, to carry on his work, his 
great and marvellous work, amongft 2t benighted an<f 
rebellious people, and to be the means, in the litde^ 
fooiety thou art joined to, of drawing them, by thy 
example as well as precept, from the ^ Lo ! here is^ 
Chrift, and lo ! he is there,*' to the kingdom of hea*- 
ven in themfelvesi and of inftru£ting diem in patient 
waiting for its coming. This being a part of thy 
office, I know thou muft endure much hardnefs, an<f 
meet with* perfecution in^thyfeU^ and* in odiers ; be^ 
caufe the enemy of all* good will transform himfelf 
as into an angel of light, and try to beguile both the 
fimple, and thofe- who are meafurably inftru£ted in 
the kingdom : but take for thy example a faithful 
fervant • of Jefus Chrift, who fled as the dove to the 
window of the ark, and ftood ftili in that watch. *««- 
Then wilt thou be rewarded with the fulnefs of joy, 
at the coming of thy Lord, without whom thou caniF 
do nothing ; Hrength will be given thee faithfully to 
bear thofe Chriftian teftimonies, in which thou haff 
mod furely believed, and alfo to fuffer fotf- tbenfi, i£ 

♦ Sec William Leddra's cpiftle in Piety Promoted. 

T4. 
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it be the Matter's wilU Then will the light in thee 
be more and more uieful in the houfe, and the weight- 
inefs and reverence of thy fpirit, excite the beloved 
youth alfo to purchafe the field where the pearl lies« 
May I be thy companion in thefe exerciies ! My 
attainment in religious knowledge is fmall; and 
without frequent baptifms of fpirit, and watchings 
unto prayer, I find even that little might (bon be 
taken away. Let me have thy prayers and the fym- 
pathy of thy fpirit, when ever the pure light teaches 
thee fo to do. It is a comfort to us to feel thee, and 
ibme others of your. little flock, in the precious 
covenant of love and life, wherein we defire to bo 
remembered by you and by tbem.s 

CtoNMEt, loth montht 1789 — Thy peaceful 
return is matter of joy to me. I wonder not at it, 
becaufe thou waft ftrengthened to humble tby^ as a 
little child; and therefore, on the wings of &ith and 
love, art thou exalted to behold and afpire after tbe^ 
hope of thy calling, and even to rejoice in the 
renewed profpedl of the land which is very far off. 
Ah I how often our (jpiritual eye wants purging an4 
re-anointing, in order to fee thefe things, and in our 
meafure, to '* Behold the King in his beauty ;** and 
even when it is fo prepared, wifdom, infinite wifdom, 
prefents it at times with objefts more conducive to 
the eftablifliment of the mind upon the Rock alone, 
by leaving;^ it fo deftitute of fenfible enjoyment, that 
it loaths itfelf, feelingly cries out, " Without thee I 
can do nothing,'* and panteth> like the hart atfter the 
vrater brooks, for Shiloh,^ the river of life. Here 
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(iQ aiMAher metaphor) is Chrift the Rock founJ, 
whereon, a truly religious wearinefs (not impatience) 
of this world, and the things thereof,, tend to build,. 
ftabliih, and itrengthen us. We are but fojourners 
heres let us then, with becoming eameftnefs of 
i|»irit, invariablj feek a city which hadi foundations, 
the very knowledge of whofe Builder and Maker is 
life eternal. Thou art right, my dear friend, in be* 
Sieving me to be in a tried low ftate of mind, though 
thou art the firft that feems to know any thing of it. 
I. nx>uni over myfelf, not knowing why it is fo with 
me* As to opening my mouth in our meetings, it 
feems as far from me as if I bad never known fuch a 
. concern^ A painful gloomy exercifcj or a wander- 
ing imagination, is what I have princip^illy to tra- 
vail through; and yet, having beea acquainted with 
a fituation of mind much more deftitutc than this, I 
dare not but a>nfider the inyifible fupport my foul is 
blcfled with, as an ch^tA of reverent gratitude- 
Well might David, who knew the various difpenfa- 
tions of the Lord, pray that His holy fpirit might 
not be taken from him, at the fame time that he 
craved the reftoration of the joys of His fclration. 
But let our allotment be what it may, there Is fame 
attention to be paid to that precept of the gofpel,. 
^ to walb and to anoint, rather than to appear to 
men to faft/*' My fituation in this large fiamily, 
where many have their own exercifes to pafs through, 
calls upon me for the pradlice of every Chriftian. 
virtue which I have, through unmerited mercy, been 
taught in the libhool of Chrift $ and much comi^aint,^ 
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or converfation about our inward ftate, unlefs truth 
open the way for it (which I truft is now the cafe,) 
rather decreafes than increafes our ftrength. We 
have a friend, blelTed be the great and ever worthy 
name, that fticks clofer than any brother ;. may we 
then cleave to Him with full purpofe of heart !' He 
can renew our re&gnation, and abundantly prepare 
us to fay, " Not my will,, but Thine berdone." 

Clonmel,. ijth month,. 1789 — I am, ihrough' 
infinite kindnefs, convinced that the immortality o^. 
the foul is manifeft in thefpiritual communion. which,, 
according to our meafures, we experience in thefe 
mortal bodies, independent of every medium origina«> 
ting in the invention of man;, and diough a very: 
defeftive purity occaAons with me a wery. defective 
enjoyment of it,- yet I feel at times a holy refokitioa 
to hold fail that which Lhave of the unfpeakkble gift 
of faith, and to accept it as an>eameft of the inherits- 
ance ; until, by greate* degjrees of Hght^ love, and 
life, the redemption, of the purchafed pofTeffion is 
obtained. That thou art my. companion herein, and 
in hidden conflict for this glorious prize, I feemi 
aOured beyond, a doubt ;. and greatly, defire that the 
prefent diipenfation of unerring Wifilom may,.tn. 
proportion to the depths of forrow which thou hail 
experienced^ lead thee up, on^confecrated ground, 
t9 this dignified attainment* Ah, my friend, thefe 
mre humble afcendings, becaufe they, are the confe#* 
quence of defcending : but they, are fafe ; therefore 
fear not, O daughter of Zion; lo << I am.widi 
tiieey ftidi the Lord> be not difmayed,, I am thy 
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Ood ; I will ftrengthen thee» I will help thee, yea, 
I will uphold thee with the right hand of my right- 
eoufnefs." 

Clokmbl, nth month, 1789-— 'Thefe are low 
tiding times with us, and particularly to my mind^' 
feeling myfelf often as one that has abundant need to 
go down again to the potter's houfe j> and, through 
'divine favour, ftrength is at times aflForded to defcend^ 
in (pirit to where a right and true fenfe of myfelf^- 
and the purity of the caufe I am fometimes^ engaged 
to advocate, is obtained.^ We often have need of' 
the prayerS|.and fympathy of- each others fpirits ; and 
oh ! that we may be kept in that faith which give»* 
the vi£lory,.fo as to wreftle effeduallyfor the re« 
newed fupplies of the Spirit, that none of the dif*- 
oouragementS'of our day may prevail againft us.- I* 
know thou haft thy fecret provings^but fear not,' 
<< Greater is He that is in thee, than ho that is inr 
the world/' We have champions in this^ land^ . 
who feem to defy little David^s fimplidtys but if 
-thofe who go forth againft fuchin your parts, as well < 
as here, do it in the name c^the Lord*God of the 
armies of Ifrael, and with diofe weapons which He 
approves, vidory will^finall^ be ontkeir fide.- 

CtoNMEL, nth month, 1789-^! have long ieen^ 
it neceilary, to watch ^i my own heart, left while !•■ 
nourifhed an approved Chriftian fympathy with my 
fellow pilgrims, and manifefted it in the line of ap«4 
pirehended duty^ I {hould alfe draw their attention « 
aad aflEedions to myfelf, and thereby wound the pure 
lifci^ by ftreftglheRtng' the root of fclf-love. in botkf ' 
T 6 
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and ioffead of building iqi in die moft holy fiutb, and 
in a fingle de pendance upon the one true and ever** 
lafting Lawgiirer, make fucha compofition of nature 
and gracey^ as would l^eep-die mind in ftrmentationy, 
ratber tban in perfeft peace ; rob of Hit honour the 
Captetn of our fidvation ) and prevent tbofe mightjr 
works being ^ono in His name which- call- for thcr^ 
finglenefo of the believing hearty I have beheld ai^ 
evil like this inoup camp, and its impediment to the 
growth <tf vifited minds to that ftamre in Chrift,- to 
which their peace zBjotdlf called .them.^ Do not 
miftake me -, I reverence the bond of Chriftian M* 
lowfbip^ and in a fenfe of the fellow&ip kielf, with: 
its facred coafbling UA£Uon,' mj ipirit has often been^ 
diflblved, and fervendy craved its inereafe in myfelf 
and others : yea,> I have rejoiced in the ibwings of 
that knguage, which I can now feelingly adopt to« 
thyfelf (not from partiality fo much as from » re-^ 
newed concern for di]F preiervadon) ^ My^ longed- 
for and fpy^ ftand h£t uv the Loi4 n^y dearly be«r 
loved/* In feaions like this,^ we perceive where the' 
mixture lies '^ the natura^ part ^whidi cannot inherit 
the Jdngdom) blending with a rightly begotten ex--- 
ercife and fympathy with each other.. If our moft 
amiable qualificationSy and afie£lionate endearments,^ 
are not fubfervient to, and fan&ified by,, die refiner 
ei hearts, they are encuinbranees to die gafpel, and^ 
the fervices ctf it. 

. CLONMEt, J zth month, 1 789—Accept the exprefv 
fions of my renewed love and fympathy for,- and with< 
thee^ the renocmbranceof dice is precious to my heait). 



I 
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Iccaufe I comfortabljr fed thee to be ai fellow traydkr 
tOfwanb a €it3rwhich hath fouadadojis* We maft^ 
not expe£k the weadwr^ die totd^y.voA the difpo(ltion< 
«r our mindt fcr proTecuting the pumejjto be alwaj^^ 
l^leafimt } hot we muft ever be careful to keep in the 
Waj ; t^^mvel when light is upon the path v apd to^ 
left ia die* night. We are not to conclude every, 
thing loft which is oiit of fight ^ the moft valuaUe 
grain the earth yields^ pafies through a temporary 
death.. We are moft of us fenfelefr enough, at times^ 
to be objeAs of the Apoftlo*s roufing addrefr, « Tbou« 
fbcij that whieh thou foweft h not quickene<i, except 
it die.'' Human iiature is (b fubje^l' to deception,, 
that it. can fruftrate, by fome pollution, or other,, 
almofl every di%en(atton, but death : therefore, be 
thoU'fidthfiil unto that, remembering the confequeiit 
promife V ^ Thoo flialt receivo a crown of life.^' 

Glonmitl, ladi month, 1789^-1 alTure thiiemy. 
heart feela for thee a cordiality, which at times does 
myfclf good :- for in loving thofe who love the trudi^. 
fas I believo thou doft) we unite ourfetves^ to a 
ihain, the end of which) however remote from the 
perfedion of divine Ufe, happily conneAs us with afil 
rtie living, in feeking after thofe things which excel 
bi purity and duration.- One comfort that attends 
thofe who- are fimply, and iingly preffing after the 
' hope of their calling is^ that they are not bound to 
tell all they feel, neither with refpeA to themMves, 
nor others |. it is not efiential that they fliould icek 
eminence^ even in' the religious v^rld. They art 
.happily %arfd the trouble of fuch vain objefts^ ajkd 
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find that, in fditude of fpirit, the Beloved offouUf 
ipeaks moft comfortably to them, and enriches them 
with moft fpiritual bleffings, which be caufe8 them to 
enjoy in heavenly places. Oh, hpwoften Icovet for 
myfelf and my friends, th^t we may. keep (acred, to ' 
diefe <^ heavenly places^** the gifts of the fpirit? 
Nature. i« apt to feed upon them, to bafkitfelf in their 
influence, and congratulate itfelf in the pofleffion of 
iach treafure; when alas! the gold,- the precious 
gold, this way. becomes dim,, and is often unwifely 
tmfeled over by the un(an<3ified aiFedion of the erea-» 
tare. I wifli, that tbou and I may. poiTefe that 
love or charity, which boafteth^not itfelf, nor is (boa 
extingutihedby the changeablenefs ever to be found 
in the face of perifliing things;. but may cherilh in. 
ourielves the root from whence every Chriftian vir*- ' 
tue fpringsi Then- we may have rejoicing in our- 
ielves,. rather than> in anotfaer,>and<our mental ialu- 
tations herein be more frequent than > our exp^ef-i^ 

fions- of them. Thy account of • dear is 

comfortable, .flie is a truly valuable woman, 4uid wiU 
I hope, more and more,;fhew herfelf ta be.what (he 
is* Obfcurity is not always granted to thofe who 
moft feek it : it« is Sometimes a< favourable climace 
fi>r the fruits of humiliation's valley;; but thefe ar^ 
inwifiiom,. and ^ for the good of mankind, often ex<^ ^ 
pofed. for thofo that tkirfiy^^nd have nothing wbere^ ^ 
with to buy. . 

Clonmbl, lath month, 1769 — A week or two' 
after our return- from Dublin, A. S* . departed this * 
life. We hear ihe bad fore conflid of mind foe fiwne ' 
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<bys, greatly fearing her future wel&re : fa pure did 
that kingdom appear) when her admired iivelinefs, 
and faculty of pleaflng ceafed ', when pleafiint pifhires 
of fpiritual things were torn to piecesj and the day 
that burns as an o^en came upon them. But this 
heavinefs of fpirit was a mercifid diipeniation ; the 
chaftifement yielded peaceable fruit ^ for before ttm 
finally took her leave of vifible things, (he had to ac<^ 
knowledge unfailing mercies. 

Clonmel, i2th month^. 1789 — I have feeninmy 
fhort life, fo much fdlacy in human wifdom refped*^ 
ing matrimonial conneftions,. and fo much bleffing 
fliowered upon an attention to fimple uncorrupted 
openings, which have not at firfl appeared^ moft 
plaufible, that I feem to* have no &ith left in any di« 
region but that which die devot(;d heart finds to 
make for peace In concerns of this fort, it is ofiten ' 
very difficult for fiich to>judge, becaufe prepofleffioa ' 
and inclination, are apt to influence our heft feel- 
ings. Natural aflEedion bears fome refemblance of 
facred impulfe;^ and therefore, methinks that this 
feed, though ever fo right, muft die in the. ground 
before it be quickened and fanAified* . In ihort there 
are few openings, for our. and the general good^ 
which have not to pafs through this temporary death, 
few gifts hut; what are defigned to be buried in bap^ ' 
tifm: andl wtfh thee, if ever thou pofTefs a female 
companion, to obtain her as a fruit of the new creil-* 
tton ; fo that thou mayft reap . thofe fpiritual advan*" ' 
tages which thofe enjoy, who, through the efie<3ual 
working of th^ grace of God, drink together into 
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6110 fpirit^ whelh^ in fufiming ex* rejotctng ;. for with* 
ottt this expericnccy Zion^s traYellers muft find fuch 
conneAion^ to be fecretly burdenfome and infipid. 

CLoKMit, i& month> 1790--^ rgoice that the 
Keeper of Krael, who deeps not by day, nor (lumbers 
by night, hath thee under his providential care. This 
is a fuftaiiiing perfuaftoh, a hope in times of trial, 
which fettles the odierwife toiffed mind on the confe* 
crated ground of pure depcndance : mayft thou ne^- 
Ter doubt it. Satan wiB not fail to aflaule thee,. 
fbmdttmes in roaring about thy dwelling, and (bme- 
times, wid) tbe fubtilly of the prince of the air,- 
iieeking to take poffeffion of d) within thee, which 
ran pbffibly incline 'to dtfobey the commands of in- 
ferutadsle and infinite wifdom. Remember be was a: 
liar from the b^^tming y and invariably oppofeth the 
exadtatioQ of ftte mountskia of the Lord*s hoitfe. He 
prefers any hiU to 'tbiif and would rather we were 
gaAered to the heights of oui'^own imagmsitons, and: 
the feat of judgment there to condenui ourfelves,. 
and reafon out #f do<H'S the convidioA$ of trutb,^ 
than that we ihould die iaaly to the wilt of the. 
creature^ and fit in reverent dependance at the feet 
oi. Htm who brnifes^^the ferpent's bead. 

CtoNMei., ift month, 1790— 4 want thee to be 
cncoufaged, and to put all thy confidence in the 
tverlafting arm^ Leave^. as much poffible^ things 
that are behind ; be content with the prefent empti'i* 
nefs fwhen it is thy portion) and neither toil nor. 
f|Mn for future fupplies. He that clothes the ilUies 
and the g^afs of the fields , is abundantly able and^ 
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ready, in his own time» to reread his gracious provi* 
dence, and minifter, from the treaAires of wifilom 
and knowledge, to his flock and fimnQf, even through 
the weak and foolifli things of this world ; (o that 
things which are not, (minds reduced to a fenfe (4 
their nothingnefs) may bring to nought things vAnch 
are. The Chriftian's ftrengdi confifts in the iavour 
and countenance of his Captain j. and the (Staining 
of this leads the mind into that abafedneft where 
Satan finds himfelf difcpmfited^ and his head bruifed. 
«< He jQiall bruife thy heel/' Little indeed is in hit 
power, if we maintain the humility, the fimplicity, 
and holy dignity of a converted foul. Many'worda 
are unnecei&uy at preient. The Mafter^ who knows 
iricit thou canft bear, will I doubt not give tbse thy 
tbeat in due fcafon, wal^eh thee morning by monv« 
tng, and caufe thine ear to hear as the learned : in 
all things nuy be inftrud thee to. difcretion, and 
prc&rve thee in the way wbereinto he hath kd thee, 
tveh that way which truly no fowl knoweth ! I ioioW) 
from a degree of experience, that the farther we get 
ft-om a dependance upon inftnimental confolation, the 
more likely we are, with holy certainty, to difcov^ 
(amidft inwards conflicts) the indubitable evidence 
of bdng upon the true foundation, the feal of adop* 
tion, the white ftone with the new name, &c. The 
very chaftifements which introduce the mind to this 
humbling knowledge, are (when paiTed by) fweet to 
the new taile, as the honey and the honeycomb, 

Clonmel, ift month, 1790^^1 did not forget 
thee I but truly felf was at that time fo much the 
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objet^ and fubjefl of my cares and exertions, that if 
I could but any way keep my head aboire water 
thereby, it was more than my doubting mind could 
at times hope for. Ah, my dear friend, I have a heart 
prone to rebel againft, and live above, the pure prin- 
ciple of truth ; and becaufe thereof, my fpirit is at 
times covered with mourning as with a garment^ 
and more efpecially, when I confider the greatnefs, 
and the holinefs of that Name, of which I venture to 
n^e mention in the congregation of the Lord's 
people. It is mercy, nothing (hort of mercy, fa 
marvelloufly difplayed in the choice of veflels for 
fiicred ^vices in the church. ** He will have mercy 
on whom he will have mercy:" this truth baffles* 
liuman reafoning : and therefore, let thee and me 
covet an increafe of the increafe of God, and ^ 
in bith for the beft gifts. Being afflided with the 
impurity of ftruggling nature, let us come boldly to- 
the throne of grace, to help us in the needful time,' 
and to fettle our fpirits in Calm acquiefcence with, 
and refignation to, the difpenfations of infinite wif- 
dom ; that fo, from every temptation and tribula« 
tion, our fouls may be reftored, with this immortalt 
and unadulterated fong, " Thy will be done." If we 
are but as the rank's horns, through which the Shep- 
herd of Ifrael fpeaks at times to his people, (in con- 
cert with his inward and more defpifed teaching) let 
us be content, and (imply feek ah holy conformity 
to, and adorning of his do&rine. 

Clonmel, 2d month, 1790 — It is not by might 
or by power, but by the ipirit of the Lord^that Hb; 
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work profpers, or his praife is efFeded ; and there- 
fore z little one may be made ^< a thoufand, and a 
fmall one a ftrong nation.'' Under this perfuafion, 
the faith is ftrengthened in the Omnipotence of the 
finalleft revelation of the Lord's arm in our little 
ferviceS) and our truft removed from the appearance 
of fti:ength9 to ftrength itfelf. The rich man cannot 
glory in his riches, nor the ftrong man in his ftrength, 
but the caufe of glorying is found to be in the 
righteous government and difpenlations of our Holy 
Head. 

Thy letter brought you all fo much to my mind, that 
it feemed as if I was with you, fliaring in your con-^ 
cerns, and feeling in part.that weight of exercife with 
which dependent fervants are introduced into their 
field of labour. Now perhaps I may congratulate 
you pn the completion hereof, and participate in dia.t 
humble rejoicing wherewith Ebenezers are fet up* 
I fervently defire to poflefs an increadng capacity to 
feel with the members of the mjrftical body, where- 
ever fcattered, or however concealed in the depths of 
the wildernefs from the human eye; forlamper- 
fuaded that, as our fpirits are regulated by the Pre- 
fident of this church, they will, at times, be carried 
beyond tho bounds of obfervation, to vifit the feed 
in prifon. 

CtoNMEL, 3d month, 1790— Though my heart 
fympathizes fo nearly and tenderly with thee and thy 
dear wife, as that I could mingle my tears with 
yojLtrs, yet I dare not utter the language of com* 
miferation, for your late lofs of a lovely plant out 
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of yoitr garden; but rather of congratulation for the 
blefled experience, that ^' The eternal God is your 
refuge, and that undei'neath are the everlafting 
arni6«'' Herein I rejoice, and will rejoice that fuch 
unadulterated confoladon is miniftered to the poor 
in fpirit. You have a freih opportunity^ my be*' 
loved friends, by pure re(tgnation> to coounit your 
ipirits, your children} and your fubftaace, into divine 
keeping. May nothing impede the progrefs an<t 
perfedion of this Work, this glorious work, where* 
by the fong of the redeemed is learned, and qualificai* 
tion wrought to unite with the heavenly hoft, in 
proclaimiog, that ^Worthy is the Lord God and the 
Lamb, to receive glory^ honour, and power, botb 
8<»W and for ev«r/' A mind centred to the iburce 
«f tnflnidtDn, ^fdom, and ftrengtb, caii receive 
little more by fuch coouwinicattocia as fhtkj than aa 
outward and vifible figa of that inward and fpiritual 
grace, iriterewith the foul is repleniibed, and where- 
in it finds the fubftance of all that is tndy good. It it 
iieverUttkfs an allowable accomoKKlation to the 
weaknefii of fenfe, thus to commune ; and having, inr 
moments of drooping, been refreihed by thy tender 
fympathy and ialutatioos, my heart is bound in Chrif-* 
ttaa afie^iion to Ihare thy griefs, and hail thee oa 
every renewed acceffion to Ae Matter's crofe, an<f 
participatian of his crown. Oh my friend, what 
nailing we take, before we are bound to it ! How na- 
ture oppoies ^at hdy experience of being led as ab 
lamb to.the ilau^tcr,and as a fiieep that is dumb before 
its ibearersir Hard as the work is, witK God all things 
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arc poilibic ', nnd therctVrc let us watch and be fober» 
adding to our faith) virtue ; thit when the power 
Is revealed by which v/c can do all things, we being 
in readinefs, may ad\ aiice from ftrength to ftrength, 
and finally appear before the Lord in Ziony amongft 
thofe who are' fully (anflified. 

We are now returned from our quarterly meet<» 
ing, where I truft the gofpel caufe did not go back* 
^ ward. We ought not to look for great things > we 
4o not deferve them. And I perceive that when we 
are moft dipped into this fenfey life and inraiortalitjr 
(being grackuifly in waiting) are the moft fure to 
be brought to light. Therefore let us be humbled 
under the mighty hand, that we may be thus truly 
exalted in due time ; yea, in all our provings, let us 
£nk down into our own nothingneis, and value every 
4irpenration which clothes us with it ; for then, me* 
thinks, we fliall learn in c^^ry thing to give thanks. 

Clonmbl, 3d month, ijgo-^Thou haft, my dear 
friend, of late appeared to me to be preparing to iet 
^ut, according to the iacred counfel of the great 
Matter to His difciples, without fcrip or purfe, or two 
<oats, reduced to a fimple dependance upon renewed 
iupplies from the holy trea&iry, and learning in^ 
new line of feryice, to live by friidu Mayft thou in- 
crease in the certain knowledge, that the Lord i% 
gracious unto fach humble Sutbfel walkets befofe* 
him. 1 feel a confidence that ic wiU be £>, and that 
thy feet will grow more and more con^icuouiOy beau- 
tiful upon the mounCuns } becaitfe they are, beybtii 
all fliadow of doibti ibod wid^ die pseparadwi af the 
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gofpel of peace; and through adorable kindnefs, wafls 
«d for the fervice on which thou art now fet out : 
therefore gird up the loins of thy mfnd) and hope to 
the end. Do not be afraid of the gloomy exercifes 
into which thy mind may often be baptized. Re- 
inember that even the great Mafter, who knew with- 
out fear or doubting that he ilhould glorify the Father, 
groaned in himfelf before he raifed Lazarus from the 
dead. Do, I intreat thee, offer thyfelf up freely, and 
do not feek to cut thy matter (horter than is cfon- 
fiftent with thy peace. Look forward and uot back* 
ward s for if I am not miftaken, thy progrefs in the 
work wbereunto thou art called, is not defigned to 
be as flow as fome thou mayft efteem thy cotem- 
poraries s and it is as great an evil to take from . 
the words of the pro^ecy of the book, as to add to 
them. 

.CtONMEL, 3d month, ^790— Your many teftimo- 
nies of affection for us, your repeated accounts re- 
fpeding yourfelves, and, above all, your fteady increafe 
in (aving knowledge, of which we are perfuaded, are 
frequent occafions of humble thankfulnefs to the 
Father of mercies, whofe bleffings, varioufly (howered 
upon you and us, are worthy of reverent commemo- 
ration, and grateful enquiry, what we ihall render 
unto him therefor. It is little, very Ftttle, that we 
can do for fo bountiful a Shepherd; nor does He, 
bleiied be His name, require at our hands what He has 
not fiirniihed us with ability to perform : but that 
little, let us prefent at, or caft into, the fecret treafury, 
not doubting His companionate acceptance. Aa 



LETTERS. 431 

bumble refigned fpirit is a gift which, I believe, was 
never refufed at the altar. It is, whtlft preferved, a 
continual offering, a fweet fmelling facrifice, the 
favour of life unto life in thofe that believe ; it is a 
bulwark or fortrefs, where, in times of defertion, 
temptation, and tribulation, the wearj foul finds 
flielter, and all the armour of light againft Satan's 
attacks and fiery darts. Now, my beloved friends^ 
my heart feels you as companions in the Chriftian 
path ; and in your exercifes, your difcouragements, 
and poverty of fpirit, I participate ; though diflant 
in the outward, yet as the Apoftle iaid, ^ Preient in 
fpirit.'* — Be afTured, that the fame afBidions are 
meafurably accomplifhed in every true member of the 
myfiical body. You have companions therein, and 
seed not be told, that all thefe things are intended for 
our refinement, and increafing ufefulnefs and iervice 
in the church militant hexe on earth : that when this 
mortal (hall put on immortality, the tribulated fpirit 
may obtain an eternal refidence, in the glorious 
church triumphant, M^iere all tears are wiped away. 
Thefe are animating confiderations, and prompt us to 
endure hardnefs^like good ibldiers of Jefus Chrift, 
and to receive with thankfgiving, every humiliation 
. and fpiritual baptifm, I know^ dear friend, that if 
thou art mercifully kept quick in underftandtng in 
the fear of the Lord, the weak, unconverted ftate 
of many of your members will occafion thee to go 
mourning on thy way, at the fame time that thou 
findeft a neceffity to attend to that comoumd of tUm 
ffezt Mailer^ to wafh foid anoint rather than appear 
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unto men to hit* This hidden exercife of fpirit wilt 
dpoufe thee more dofely to the beavetdy bridegroom^ 
who hath the fpirit of wifdom and underftanding, 
and who judges not after the fight of the eye, or the 
hearing of the ear, I do hope, my beloved fiiends« 
that your labours will be bleft though yourielved 
think diem very weak and finaU« If our trcafure is 
but laid up in heaven, 'no matter how little our cor-^ 
nipt hearts are entrufted with the knondedge of it* 
Be not afraid of leaving the ilieep and lambs, when 
the good Shepherd calls to any ditty* His care is bet* 
ter than ouis, and He can fupply all your needs, by 
the riches of His grace in Chrift Jefus our Lord« 

Clokuex^ 4th month, 1790*^1 am comforted in 
&iding that your hearts are knit together like Davi<t 
and Jonathan's, in oppofitton to every ftratagem which 
Satan may ufe. As I do believe the cement is com-* 
poM of materials acceptable to the penetrating eye 
4)f the great Preferver of men, fo^ I truft, you will 
fccl your union to be a balm dirough the future ftep- 
pings of Chriftian and fecial travel, however it may 
pleafe tnfintte Wiidom to diipofe of you, as to your 
tHitward fettlementSi or journeytngs in the prefent 
worId*«-«Settte it in thykesut, to expe& a mixture of 
bittemefs in that cup of comfort, urilich tiie great 
Iflafter mtiy manMer to thee. No deadly forrow is- 
iA the Ueffing ; btit evil things^ and mutable diings,* 
tilTour pvtificati^ii is comj^te, have a power over 
us whidi keeps our ffitit» in a ftate of profitable 
gMinings and if we do bus experience the fulfilling 
ol AHf gmciMft pMmik^ that ** For the ctyings of 
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Ae poor, and for the fighings of the needle, he will 
arifc,'^ let us thank hiin, and take courage. 

My beloved.— —'s letter came at a time more 
acceptable than would be prudent for me this way to 
deicribe* It renewed that precious participation of 
each other's exercifes and confolations, which I do 
believQ originates in the Fountain of everlafiinglove. 
I look with humble admiration at that holy hand 
which is leading thee about, and inftrufling. thee ; 
and my faith is ftrong. that the Lord will keep thee 
as the apple of his eye, and, in his ov/n time, make 
all clouds of difcouragement as the duft of his feet. 
Thou knoweft, and thou wilt more and more know, 
that, for the right performance of any religious fer- 
vicc, we want emptying from veffel to veffel ; and 
' when we confider how many have fuffcred bjfc an* 
imperfeft experience of this great work, we ought 
not to lament at any difpenfation, or change of 
ieafons^ which brings us,. in the leaft degree, nearer 
to that ftate and ftature, for which infinite kindnefs 
defigns us. 

London, 5th month, 1790 — That meafure of 
converfion which is effentially neceffary, rightly to 
introduce us into every new line of fervice, bears a 
ilrong vefemblance to the firft ftep of the great apoftle 
into the Chriftian religion : a light (hone around him -, 
fuch convi^on feized his foul, that whilft he afked, 
«( Who art thou," he called him Lord ; he confulted 
not with flefh and blood : happy refignation ! which 
however, did. not keep him out of the Jireet^calkd 
Straity neither for a time were his eyes fuffercd to be 
U • 
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opeited.— We have each our peculiar exefcifeis, sfi 
we have each our peculiar infirmities j all which, 
through fand^ification and purification of hearty may 
betp us forward to a final fettlement in that glorious 
city, whofc inhabitants no more fay they are ftck, 
-^I hope thou wilt not draw back from any opening 
to duty, which thou mayft be favoured with. The 
right time, and our time, do not always agree ; but 
we ought invariably to bear teftimony to the iirft, by 
the fubordinafion of the latter. ^^ Wifdom is juftiy 
fied of her children '," and therefore do not realbti 
unprofitably upon thy duty. 
. Amsterdam, 7th month, 1790— 4t was plea£mt 
to be informed of thy fafe landing in Ireland. I hope 
thy drooping mind has been refrefhed, npt only by the 
ftrtngtheomg fympathy of fellow-travellers, bitt alfo 
by the compoiing, and yet animating virtue of Shiloh^s 
ftreams, and that thou haft been enabled to lie ddum 
befide thefe waters which run foflly. Thou knoweft 
that when we can get here, it is like getting hom^, 
to a joy with which no ftranger can intermeddle. 
The increafe of fudi a t&pacity is what my foul longs 
for J that in this exercifing jottrticy before us, wher^'* 
in creaturely efforts can do litde foir the prottiotion: 
of the great caufe, the pure feed may, from place to 
j^ace, be at leaft fecfetly vifited j afld that whether 
cfFefliS may be feen or not, the l^^^stk, in divide c^ii- 
defcenflohj may be hid with ther Lord* 

Clokmel, nth month, 1790— The comfortable 
rvidettce thou tnentionefl of there beiAg a ))Ower 
fir<^ in proportion to thy weakneft> ftrengthens my 
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declining faith, and encourages me to lay hold on the 
iame bleiTed hope, becaufe it met the witnefs in my 
heart that fays it is the truth. A confidence fo pre-? 
cious is not to be caft away ; it is defigaed for an 
anchor to the poor vefiel, fecretly attaching it to 
eternal help, when, in divine wifilom, its courfe i« 
reftrained on the waters of affliction and uncertainty. 
Then let me iay, caft not aw^y thy confidence, for 
herein is great recompence of reward. We arc 
often tempted to do this ; fometimes, in the multi- 
tude of obje£ls, forgetting the great fource of good, 
gnd means of prefervation ; and at others, looking (o 
timidly and doubtfully at th^m, as to lofe our intereft 
In both* May thou and I, ws^tch ag^inft thefe and^ 
otlver evils j and pray, according to our meafure of 
£iitb, that that fpirit may prefide in us, which can 
rejoice in God alone, though none elfe regard it, or 
can own its life« 

Clonmel, , 1790 — I cannot know that 

thy fuiFerings and temptations are fo deep, without 
feeling an affedionate, (ifterly folicitude about thee, 
at the fame time that I perceive with joy thy fteppings 
are i n the footfteps of the flock. But with the greateft 
cordiality do I find, that thou canft not draw thy con- 
folations from even the fprings of fellow difciples.— 
The well's mouth being clofed in thyfelf, thou fitteft 
mourning at it, and ev^r^ drop of water brought thee 
from thy neighbour's overflowings, ferves but to 
augment thy lamentation s for thy thirit cannot be 
fatisiied with that, which is not the ^^ Well in thee 
Springing up into everlafting life." I am glad thou 
U 2 
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art refolved to be patient; if thou holdeft thy in- 
tegrity herein, and letteft patience have its perfcA 
work, thou wilt find more perfe£tron in this difpen- 
fation than is manifeft at prefent, and moreover thou 
wilt lack nothing. Then be of good cheer, my be- 
loved friend ; believe in the fatherly care and com* 
paffion of Him who is the Lord Almighty; and doubt 
not that all His chaftifements are the more indelibly 
to fix the feal of adoption upon thy fpirit ; whereby 
thy qualifications may be ftrengthened to cry Abba, 
Father ! in proportion to the increafe of thy fervices 
in and for His Name. Were not the experiences of 
the Lord's dealings to us as individuals fomewhat 
deep, there might be more danger of ftumbling in 
the paths of judgment, when, for the welfare- of 
others, we may be turned into them ; and marvel 
not if, after this baptifm with which thou art bap- 
tized, the Matter, who is ricii i i mercy, and^ infcru- 
table in wifdom, call upon thee for foine new acl of 
dedication. Till then, fight the good fight of faith ; 
now is thy time to prove the fufiiciency of thy ever 
viftorious Captain. Refolve if thou perifli, it fliall 
be at His footftool. Let not out thine ear to the 
accufer of the brethren, believe him not, even re- 
ipeSing thyfelf, when he tells thee that thou art not 
what thy friends take thee to be. But if the Father 
chaften, and draw thee from man's judgment, by 
Slewing thee the fallibility thereof, cleave to-him as to 
thy beft friend. Experience will convince thee, that 
whoever ftand through the ftorms attendant on their 
pilgrimiige for the honour of the great Name, muft 
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leam to pafs through good report, as well as evil 
report, with an equal negleS of it as fuch 5 for the 
weapons of their war&re being fpijitual, theyinuft 
not fail to apply them to the fpiritual wickednefe in 
the high, but fecret places of their own hearts. Self is 
apt to feed upon the manifeft unity of our friends, and 
to draw our attention from the pure and ftrength- 
oning virtue which fupplieth every joint of the myf- 
tical body; rendering us lefs capable, than we other- 
wife ihould be, of eating that bread which the world 
knows not of, 

Clonmei, ————.— I have a comfortable hope 
refpeding thy profperity and prefervation, and already 
rejoice in the fymptoms thereof v That one efpeci- 
ally, of the paffing away of the old heavens and the 
old earth, is fo favourable, that I truft thou wilt fully 
refign thyfelf thereto : that fo they may be remembered 
no more, nor come into, to way-lay, thy mind in any 
of its preparations for gofpel fervice. Yes, my heart 
can feel with thee, in thy frequent incapacity to re- 
joice in even the pureft friend(hip, or to fupport it 
by the efFufions of natural afFe£lion* Oh that all 
whofe hearts and tongues have been animated with 
the live coal from the facred Altar, had fully palled 
through difpenfetions of this fortj Methinks the 
priefthood, and other living members in the church, 
would be more burnirig and fliining lights, have 
more true Chriftian fympathy for each other, and of- 
tcner meet one another in the field of fpiritoial exer- 
cifc; or, in other words, enjoy the true communion 
of faints. We mifs many of the excellent promifes 
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of the gofpel, for want of coming tOf and jfireHing 
in, tiut bumbled fitugtion of mind to which they be« 
limg* How many fk in judgment, who never fuf- 
ficieiilly, by virtue of the meekneft of their fpirits, 
were guided in ^ noidft of it$ paths ! How often do 
we bear attempts to fing the praife of Zion'6 King, 
by tboTe whofe general condud bear$ no teftimony 
to a fervent travail of their fpirits after deliveranpe 
(rom the enemiea of their own hoiiies, ai>d who con- 
iequently cannot ftand upon its banks. Though I 
often fear it i$ the cafe, I dread to fettle down, (be- 
caoft it foo$tiaie$ appears to be my duty to (hew 
unto others their tranfgreifions) as* if the woric were 
done at home, and my foul's adveriary overcome ; 
when, peradventure, his force is redoubled, and his 
artifice herein more ihzn ever effe£hial« '^ Watch 
mi pray)" fweetly occurs to my mind, and for this 
good end, ** That ye enter not into temptation ;" ' 
that the veflel may be preferved in fan£lification and 
honour, and that the immortal birth may have its 
habitation in a pMrified temple* Then may the new 
heavens, the new eartji, and the holy mountain, in 
times of refrefliing, break forth into finging^ becaufe 
the Lord cpmfprts his people, and hadi mercy upon 
bisaffliaed. 
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